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Atonement Lutheran Church  

5 Wyomissing  Blvd . ,  Wyomissing ,  PA 19610  

Phone :   610-375-3512;  Fax  610 -375-3511;  www.atonementwyo .org    

Worship Highlights 

Ash Wednesday, March 1 

12:15 p.m.   Imposition of Ashes and Holy Communion in Lundin Hall 

  7:30 p.m.   Imposition of Ashes and Holy Communion in the nave with 

Atonement Choir 

 

Wednesdays in Lent, March 8, 15, 22, 29, April 5 

7:30 p.m.   Holden Evening Prayer in the nave 

 

Sundays at 9:30 a.m. 

God Time! in Lundin Hall, featuring “A Walk through Holy Week” through-

out Lent 

 

Sunday, March 5 

8:30 a.m.   Holy Communion with Atonement Choir 

11:00 a.m.   Worship with Atonement Youth Singers and Alleluia Singers 

 

Sunday, March 19 

Refugee Sunday – lifting up the plight of refugees around the world and the 

work of Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service 

8:30 a.m.   Holy Communion with Atonement Ringers 

11:00 a.m.   Worship with Atonement Ringers, Atonement Choir and Spirit 

Singers 

 

Sunday, April 2 

8:30 a.m.   Holy Communion with Atonement Choir 

11:00 a.m.   “A Place at the Table” – recognizing children who have complet-

ed communion instruction, with music by Atonement Praise Band   
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Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not 

one of them will fall to the ground outside your 

Father’s care. And even the very hairs of your 

head are all numbered.  So don’t be afraid; you 

are worth more than many sparrows. 

Matthew 10:29-31, New International Version 

(NIV) 

 

“Don’t be afraid,” is one of the most common 

statements found in scripture.  Jesus makes this 

reassuring statement in Matthew 10 as part of his 

teaching on whom to fear and where to place our 

trust.  God is trustworthy, God’s promises are 

sure.  Nothing goes un-noticed under God’s provi-

dence.  And through it all, God works for good.   

 

It is difficult for me not to get anxious during a 

time of upheaval, and/or transition.  The anxiety I 

feel in such times is often rooted in a deep and 

primal fear that I will be left utterly alone and 

helpless.   

 

There is usually a nameable fear under our anxie-

ty, and the amazing thing is that being able to 

name that fear almost immediately eases it.  This 

is because by giving the fear a name we begin to 

take control of it.   

 

The fear I encountered when I stepped through the 

door at Atonement was that you were shrinking.  

You saw empty pews in worship and feared the 

church might be dying.  You spoke of a drop off 

in giving and feared the church could not pay its 

bills.  In the midst of these fears, you knew little 

of what was happening in terms of numbers.  This 

was evident at the congregational meeting when 

one member stood up to ask, “How many mem-

bers do we really have?”   

 

During the past year there were palpable and 

measureable signs of hope and vitality at Atone-

ment.  Overall worship attendance increased after 

a steep decline between 2013 and 2015.  Our 

stewardship appeal in this past November saw an 

8.5% increase in pledged giving for 2017.  This 

has permitted us to develop a balanced budget that 

provides a strong base for our varied ministries.  

And our non-traditional worship programs, Com-

mon Ground and God Time have continued to 

grow in attendance and participation.   

From Pastor Stoddard 

We all know the stories of the incredible shrinking 

churches around us.  One thing small struggling con-

gregations have in common is a stubborn resistance 

to change.  People become dependent on having one 

kind of experience in worship and a church life that 

they associate with comfort and certainty.  That need 

for sameness is strong enough in shrinking churches 

to balance the fear of disappearing.   

 

I’m not experiencing Atonement in this way.  Let 

me say again – I’m not experiencing Atonement in 

this way.  Atonement Lutheran Church is a lively 

mix of people and programs, some of which are con-

tinuing to experience growth and breaking new 

ground.  There are also elements of the church’s life 

that are not so vital at the moment.   

 

What I think is important for now is that Atonement 

know its status and the trends that have occurred 

over the past five years in worship and in member-

ship.  We ought not to keep you in the dark.  We 

can’t begin to think ahead in confidence without a 

clear understanding of our starting point.  As your 

Interim Senior Pastor, I am not the person who will 

lead you forward.  I am, however, the person who is 

working to prepare the ground for the work that will 

come.  I believe the future is bright for Atonement, 

provided you and your leadership begin to think cre-

atively about the mission of this congregation, and 

begin to plan ways to project your mission into the 

community you serve.   

 

Here’s what we know about Atonement membership 

by the numbers as of end of January, 2017.   

 

Total Baptized Membership  1,669 

Child Members (Not Confirmed)      355 

Adult Members (Confirmed)  1,014 

Inactive (Baptized) Members Out of Area    99 

Inactive Local Members       441 

Active Baptized Membership   (70%) 1,163 

 

Documented Communing Membership*    667 

Documented Contributing Membership*    409 

Active Adult Membership (Confirmed)     870** 

Children Pre-Confirmation                 293*** 

Active Membership (All Baptized) 1,163 
 

(continued on page 3) 
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*Per 2016 Records (Categories Overlap – See Active 

Membership) 

**Members who either communed or contributed within 

24 months 

***Children in Active Families 

 

Here is what we know about worship attendance 

over the past five years at Atonement.  Average 

weekly attendance for 2016 was 285.  Overall at-

tendance at worship has decreased by 17.6% since 

2013, a high point  in the last 5 years when average 

weekly attendance ran at 346.  The steepest fall off 

has been at the early service, where Sunday attend-

ance is down 38.5%. The late service decline is more 

in line with the overall percentage at 19.8%.  It is 

also important to note that the addition of God Time 

as a  third service has resulted in some shifting 

around in attendance.  Typically adding worship op-

portunities increases overall attendance. (A detailed 

report of worship attendance is available in the 

church office.)    

 

Atonement has an opportunity in the coming year to 

take a deep look at the worship trend.  I find encour-

agement in the increase in overall attendance that 

occurred in 2016.  However, it is important to reach 

out and ask for feedback from those who have felt 

less draw to worship, or have chosen not to worship 

in this community for a variety of reasons, known to 

them.   

 

I have prepared letters to our inactive members both 

in the area and out, asking for their feedback and 

about their desire regarding membership.  My aim is 

to invite people back as they feel comfortable and to 

hear the stories about what led to their dropping 

back.   

 

What is most important is that we find ways to grow 

as a worshiping community.  This means looking at 

all aspects of both how we worship and how our 

membership experiences that worship.   

 

More on worship next month.   

Faithfully, 

 

Pr. Greg Stoddard 

 

Sing Alleluia! 

Sing with an Atonement 

choir this Holy 

Week/Easter! 

 

The music of Easter is 

filled with majesty and 

celebration, so here is 

your opportunity to join in the song!  You are 

invited to join one of our choirs for the weeks 

leading up to Holy Week.  Find the choir that is 

right for you from the list below.  For questions 

or more information please contact Tom Yenser 

at 610-375-3512 or tyenser@atonementwyo.org.  

 

Atonement Choir 

College-age and adults 

Meets Thursdays, 7:30-9:00 p.m.; rehearse begin-

ning March 23 

Special rehearsal with brass and youth choir on 

Saturday, April 15, 9:30 – 11:00 a.m. 

Sing in worship:  Lenten anthems – March 26 at 

11:00 a.m., April 2 at 8:30 a.m. 

    Palm Sunday – April 9 at 11:00 a.m. 

    Good Friday – April 14 at 7:30 p.m. 

    Easter Sunday – April 16 at 8:30 & 11:00 a.m. 

Sing as many weeks as you are able – no require-

ment to sing every time! 

 

Atonement Youth Singers (A.Y.S.) 

Grades 7-12 

Meets Wednesdays, 6:30-7:30 p.m.; rehearse be-

ginning March 22 

Special rehearsal with brass and adult choir on 

Saturday, April 15, 9:30-11:00 a.m. 

Sing in worship:  

    Easter Sunday – April 16 at 8:30 & 11:00 a.m. 

 

Alleluia and Spirit Singers 

Grades K-6 

Meets Wednesdays, 5:00-6:00 p.m.; rehearse be-

ginning March 22 

Sing in worship:  

    Palm Sunday – April 9 at 11:00 a.m. 

    Easter Vigil – April 15 at 7:30 p.m. 

From Pastor Stoddard (Continued) 
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Council Corner 

Things have been very busy this year so far for 

Council:   

 

After a few revisions, a balanced budget was 

passed at the January meeting, thanks to the hard 

work of Finance Chair Chris Rogers.  That budget 

was approved by the church at the annual meeting 

at the end of January. 

 

The Call Committee representative at our January 

meeting, Dr. Dan Kimball, announced that the 

Call Committee has decided on a single-candidate 

choice for any candidates for our senior pastor 

position.  Both single and multiple choice options 

have their pros and cons, and the Call Committee 

decided that they would prefer to deal with one 

candidate at a time. 

 

We authorized the purchase of a new freezer for 

the kitchen, thanks to donations from WOA and 

individual congregational members.  It is a large, 

double-glass door freezer, and makes putting 

things in and taking them out SO much easier! 

 

We formed a Nominating Committee for replace-

ments of Council members, schedule coordinators 

and assisting ministers, among other things.  

Those volunteers are Sarah Smith, Becky Morton 

and Dave Aurentz.   Several names were present-

ed for replacement of outgoing council members 

Carl Botterbusch and Cathy Law Durand (thanks 

to both for their many years of service!), and Hei-

di Silverman and Steve Fellman have accepted the 

call for the next three years as council representa-

tives.  They will be installed soon. 

 

A Tech Survey Committee was also formed from 

congregational volunteers, which will be examin-

ing the office technology and looking into ways 

that we can update our phones, computers and 

cloud storage. 

 

Finally, on Monday night, February 13, Council 

met with Bishop Samuel Zeiser and the congrega-

tion to go over the steps of the Call process.  The 

surveys have been completed and tallied, the Min-

istry Site Profile has been transcribed and the Par-

ish Study Report was distributed to Council and 

Call Committee members.  Bishop Zeiser had a 

very interactive meeting with church members, 

and he left feeling that he knows exactly what kind 

of a senior pastor we are looking for.  Hopefully, 

the Call Committee will receive the name of a can-

didate within the next few weeks.    Although we 

have been dealing with a very transparent process 

up to this point, please remember that from now 

on everything that the Call Committee does will be 

confidential, and the process will remain so until a 

new senior pastor candidate is approved by Coun-

cil and introduced to the congregation, at which 

point a vote will occur.  This is to prevent any in-

formation on the call filtering back to the candi-

date’s own congregation and causing distress at 

that end. 

 

The Parish Study Report will be available for your 

viewing in the next couple days - they will be 

placed on a table in the narthex.  Please return the 

copy to the church when you are finished with it. 

 

Sharon Calder 

Council President 
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Call Committee Update 

On February 13, Bishop Samuel Zieser and Pastor 

John Richter, assistant to the Bishop, met with mem-

bers of the congregation, as well as the Call Com-

mittee and Congregation Council.  Bishop Zieser 

explained that this represented an intentional change 

in the synod’s former practice whereby the Bishop 

and his assistant would meet with Call Committee 

and Council but not the entire congregation.  This 

new process is meant to bring more transparency 

and participation into the call process.   

 

The Bishop wants to be sure that members feel heard 

and that they have an “expanded sense that the tran-

sition process is a particularly sacred time – a time 

of particular care of a congregation by God.”  He 

encouraged the congregation to seek to discover 

God’s presence in our midst in “new and important 

ways” during our time of transition.  He wants us to 

feel certain that “God is at work here and now and 

not waiting” to move among us until we have a per-

manent Senior Pastor. 

 

Bishop Zeiser referred to extensive the Parish Study 

Report that has now been completed with input from 

congregational surveys, Council narratives, our stra-

tegic plan and synod data.  This report will be avail-

able to all members who would like to review it.  If 

you do not see a copy in the Narthex and would like 

to review one, please let Jo Sturgis know and she 

will see that you receive a copy.  It is this Parish 

Study Report that potential candidates will review in 

order to begin to understand our church better.  Po-

tential candidates will complete a Rostered Minister 

Profile that will be used to introduce themselves to 

the Call Committee when they are referred by the 

Bishop to the Call Committee. 

 

The bishop explained that he wanted to meet with 

the congregation in order to go behind the written 

data and get a sense of where we see Atonement go-

ing in the future as well as the particular characteris-

tics we are looking for in a senior pastor.   

 

When asked what he thought made the position of 

senior pastor of this church unique, he explained that 

we are a sizable church with a history of a high level 

of pastoral skill available to its members.  He ex-

plained that we are a “vital” church with a 

“sense of itself as a community of faith.”  He 

cited the longevity of much our membership.  

Pastor Richter added that a characteristic that 

made us somewhat “unusual” was that, “day by 

day, week by week, this congregation is still in a 

position to focus on ministry rather than surviv-

al.”  Bishop Zieser explained that within the syn-

od, we are admired as having creativity as well 

as vitality and that we are known to be a place of 

“deep fertile soil” for preaching. 

 

When asked about the “demographics” of the 

pool of pastoral candidates in this synod, the 

bishop guessed that the candidate pool was about 

50-50 male to female.  He estimated that 40% of 

synod pastors are within 5-7 years of retirement.  

He also explained that some candidates who are 

open to a new call are not looking for full time 

employment.  He has the ability to look for po-

tential candidates throughout the entire U.S.  

Pastor Richter has previously encouraged the 

Call Committee to be “patient” and “picky” and 

to wait until presented with a candidate for 

which the committee feels excitement. 

 

Many present shared their longings, concerns 

and desires with the bishop, who listened very 

carefully and responded to many questions.  

There was conversation about a pastor needing 

to be energetic, Spirit-filled and technologically 

proficient.  Several members shared their under-

standings of why Atonement is a very special 

place.     

 

In a subsequent meeting with the Call Commit-

tee, Pastor Richter explained that the nature of 

church leadership is changing.  He cited an anal-

ogy used by Pastor David Lose, President of the 

Lutheran Theological Seminary, a leading voice 

on the intersection of church and culture in to-

day’s world.  Pastor Lose believes that church 

used to be a “concert hall” but must now become 

a “music school.”  Pastor Richter thus chal-

lenged us to be seeking both a good pastor and a 

good leader. 
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Women of Atonement News 
The bishop concluded by explaining that the call 

process is now entering a time of confidentiality.  

Confidentiality is so important because a candidate 

for senior pastor will likely be serving another con-

gregation during the call process.  The Call Com-

mittee has elected to receive one candidate at a time, 

rather than multiple candidates at a time.  Now that 

the Parish Study Report has been completed the 

Bishop Zieser and Pastor Richter can begin to iden-

tify potential candidates.  The Call Committee will 

interview candidates one at a time, perhaps through 

multiple interviews.  When the committee feels 

comfortable with a particular candidate, the commit-

tee will likely travel to a remote location to experi-

ence the candidate preaching and leading worship.  

After that, the committee would recommend the 

candidate to Council.  After Council approves the 

candidate, the congregation will be informed of the 

identity of the proposed candidate and the congrega-

tion will vote on the candidate at a congregational 

meeting.    

 

The bishop explained that it could take a year or 

longer to find a pastor, especially because we want 

to be sure to find the right pastor for our congrega-

tion. 

 

If you have any questions or concerns about the call 

process, feel free to speak to any member of the Call 

Committee:  Dan Kimball, Chris O’Reilly, Emily 

Weidner, Bryan Wang, Rachel Gambone, Amy 

Rodgers or Kate Harenza. 

Call Committee Update 
(continued) 

Save the date for your gardening needs: WOA 

Annual Plant Sale at Sue Harenza's Barn on Sat-

urday, May 6 from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.  We 

will be accepting donations and gifts to sell at our 

fundraiser for the Atonement Christian Preschool 

scholarships.  We are looking for gently used 

yard tools, furniture, decorations and plants to 

sell at the sale. If you need storage, please let Sue 

Harenza know (phone 610-376-8545  or email 

sharenza@gmail.com). We appreciate plant starts 

from bulb, seed, or cutting.  Please make sure 

they are clean and clearly named.  We appreciate 

your business and support! With questions, call 

Gail Dawson-White president, at 610-372-1131. 

 

On Ash Wednesday, March 1, worship with us at 

the 12:15 p.m. service in Lundin Hall, and then 

come to the Women of Atonement meeting in 

Room F.104 for a special guest speaker, Tahara 

Akmal, Manager of Clinical Pastoral Education at 

Reading Health Systems. She is the first Muslim 

woman in America to have been certified by The 

Association of Clinical Pastoral Education for 

such a prestigious position at a major hospital. 

We met Tahara at the Day of Action in Support 

of Muslims at the Islamic Center in Reading. 

Please come and hear about her life in America 

and her work at our hospital. 

 

At our monthly meeting on Wednesday, April 5, 

at 1:00 p.m., Atonement member Barbara Lein-

bach will discuss the Republic of Ireland. 

 

On Saturday, May 20, at our annual luncheon, 

Atonement member Steve Fellman will educate 

us about his bee hives and the work involved in 

protecting pollinators. Cost of luncheon is $10.00 

per person and is catered by Jack and Susie Wil-

liams.  A sign-up sheet will be posted in the nar-

thex soon. 
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Book Fair 

March 19 through April 2 

Books for both children and adults will be availa-

ble before and after our Sunday worship services: 

8:30 a.m., 9:30 a.m. God Time, and 11:00 a.m.   

A Walk Through Holy Week 

Join us at God Time as we “walk through Holy 

Week” and explore Christ’s journey to the cross 

during hands-on, family-friendly worship.  Each 

week we will relive one of the major moments in 

Holy Week through interactive and faith-

enriching experiences.  

 

Sundays at 9:30 a.m. in Lundin Hall. 

 

March 19:  Special Lenten Event: Following 

God Time, Sunday School will meet in Lundin 

Hall, and each  family will create a Holy Week 

banner.  No individual classes this week for pre-

school-grade 6. 

March 26:  Jesus arrives in Jerusalem - Palm 

Sunday 

April 2: Jesus shares Communion - Maundy 

Thursday 

April 9:  Jesus is laid in the tomb - Good Friday 

April 16:  Jesus is risen! - Easter Sunday 

Bear Creek Camp 

Youth: You’re invited to Bear Creek Camp!  

Adults: You’re invited to help get them there!! 

 

This year at Atonement we are doing something 

new. We are establishing a Bear Creek Camp fund 

to help young people experience our local Lutheran 

outdoor ministry. 

 

Bear Creek is a faith-based overnight summer 

camp located in the Pocono Mountains with 3,000 

acres of forest, streams and fields. It provides fel-

lowship, worship, and adventures, while making 

memories for a lifetime with peers that share the 

same values and faith. The camp runs by the week 

from June 18 to August 12 and is for kids who have 

completed grades 1-12. Some activities campers 

can enjoy are whitewater rafting, swimming, high 

and low ropes, arts and crafts, singing, and sleeping 

out under the stars. It includes newly renovated 

cabins. Want more information? Visit their website 

at bearcreekcamp.org.  

 

Last summer one Atonement member, Marina 

Biltcliff, attended camp and is happy to share her 

experience with anyone who is interested. This year 

we have more youth who would love to attend. If 

you are interested, contact Pastor Julie, Heather 

Biltcliff or Vanessa Levering for more information.  

 

To support this youth ministry, we will be having  

an Easter candy sale. We will be selling boxes of 

Easter chocolate eggs from local Billy's Homemade 

Candies in Temple.   Half pound ($10) and one 

pound ($20) boxes will be available for order. You 

can choose from any of the following flavors: pea-

nut butter in milk or dark chocolate, coconut in 

milk or dark chocolate, and buttercream in dark 

chocolate.  Order forms will be available in the nar-

thex (main lobby of church).  A camper/family will 

collect orders on March 12 after each worship ser-

vice, or you can fill out an order form and give it to 

the church office any time between now and then.  

Orders are due by March 12 and eggs will be availa-

ble for pick up on Palm Sunday, April 9.  

 

All proceeds from this candy sale will be used to 

establish Atonement's Bear Creek Camp fund to 

help campers who need financial assistance.  Don’t 

want candy, but want to help?  Any free will dona-

tions or camp sponsorships are welcome and appre-

ciated.  Thank you for supporting the continued 

faith formation of Atonement’s children and youth!  
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Mark your calendar: 

Atonement’s Choirs present 

 

 

Fiddler on the Roof in Concert 
 

Sunday, May 21, 7:00 p.m. 

An evening of music from the beloved  

Broadway musical 

A free will offering to benefit  

Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service  

 

Preschool News 

It’s hard to believe that 

we are two-thirds of the 

way through this pre-

school year!  My, how 

time flies!  In March, our 

classes will learn about 

space, dinosaurs, trans-

portation, Dr. Seuss, farm 

animals and signs of 

spring.  Our 4’s and PreK classes will take a field 

trip to the Reading Public Museum and Planetari-

um on March 3.  We celebrate our dads with 

Dad’s Day on March 9 and 10.  It is a very special 

time when dads visit our classrooms for an hour of 

interactive play and adventure with their child.  

Dad’s Day is a beloved tradition! 

 

Another preschool tradition is not far off; Pre-

school Sunday will be April 23 at the 11:00 a.m. 

worship service.  We will incorporate a preschool 

art show on that day again this year.  We look for-

ward to sharing our chapel songs with our families 

and the congregation. 

 

The 2017-18 registration opened to our church 

and preschool families on January 30 and the 

community on February 21.  Many new families 

have toured our excellent preschool.  Enrollment 

is very strong for next fall!   

Atonement Christian Preschool presents: 
 

TA DA in Concert! 
 

Saturday, March 18, 11:00 a.m. in the nave 

 

This one-hour interactive family concert is open to the community and features songs, move-

ment, and fun.  The four performers are all music educators:  Dave Himes, Amy Stewart-

Himes, Tama McConnell and Tom Yenser 

 

A free will offering will benefit Children’s Journey Childcare in Reading. 

Children and Communion 

Did you know that your children are welcome to 

receive communion at any of the worship services 

at Atonement? There has been some confusion 

around this – but if your children receive commun-

ion at God Time, they can and should receive com-

munion in traditional worship as well to avoid any 

confusion (on the children’s part especially!).  Any 

baptized child of God is welcome to receive com-

munion, no matter how old, but it is at the parents’ 

discretion as to when their child can 

begin. Communion classes are held generally 

around first or second grade, and children who 

commune before this formal instruction are still 

expected and encouraged to come to class to learn 

more about it.  
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Holy Week Readers Needed 

Worship at Atonement: The Three Days 

The Three Days is the an-

cient name that the Church 

has given to the worship 

that begins at sunset on 

Maundy Thursday and con-

tinues through Good Fri-

day, the Vigil of Easter on 

Saturday evening, and 

Easter Day.  That might 

seem like four days to us, 

but like Judaism in our 

own time, in the early church the day began at 

sunset, not sunrise.  The Three Days have be-

come for many Christians the very center, the 

heart of our worship and daily life, as we focus 

on the meaning of the cross and the empty tomb. 

 

The Three Days last less than 72 hours, yet 

Atonement will offer four different worship op-

portunities during that period.  Why would we 

want to worship so much in so short a time span?  

Someone has written: 

 

“The Three Days is the church’s March (or April) 

Madness, for it seems like madness to come to-

gether for so much worship.  Yet is it madness, or 

is it indeed right, our duty, and our joy, that for 

one week each year we should worship in assem-

bly more than any other time?  In Holy Week, we 

gather again and again: we need to remember and 

be re-membered by Christ crucified and risen.”  

(Sundays and Seasons, Year A 2017, p. 141) 

 

You are invited to join us for this once-a-year 

chance to experience these rituals that the Church 

has been observing for two thousand years. 

 

Maundy Thursday, April 13 

12:15 p.m.  Service of Holy Communion in the 

nave 

***NEW SERVICE AT A NEW TIME! *** 

6:00 p.m. Dinner church in Lundin Hall.   

Gathering around tables, we celebrate Holy Com-

munion surrounded by song, scripture, prayers, 

and a simple meal, then join a procession to the 

nave for the stripping of the altar.  This service is 

appropriate for children of all ages! 

Good Friday, April 14 

12:15 p.m.  Service of Word and Prayer in the 

nave 

7:30 p.m.  Tenebrae (Service of Shadows) with 

Youth Drama in the nave 

 

Holy Saturday, April 15 

7:30 p.m. Easter Vigil in Lundin Hall 

The pinnacle of the church year, we gather 

around a new fire (outdoors, weather permit-

ting), hear ancient stories of faith, remember 

our baptism, and share the Holy Meal together.  

A service of light and darkness, silence and 

joyful noise, with music led by Atonement’s 

children’s choirs. 

 

Easter Sunday, April 16 

8:30 and 11:00 a.m. Festival Holy Communion 

celebrating the Resurrection of Our Lord with 

Atonement Youth Singers, Atonement Choir, 

brass and timpani 

We need extra readers for some of our Holy Week 

services.  Sign up in the narthex to participate! 

 

Passion Sunday, April 9: On the Sunday of the 

Passion (Palm Sunday) we need 4 readers at each 

service for the reading of the Passion according to 

St. Matthew.  Choose a small part (Pilate’s wife), 

a medium-size part (Jesus, Pontius Pilate) or the 

largest part (Narrator).  

 

Good Friday, April 14: At our Good Friday litur-

gies we read the Passion according to St. John, 

using 7 readers at each service: 12:15 p.m. and 

7:30 p.m.  Each part is about the length of a Sun-

day morning reading.   

 

Please volunteer to help make our Holy Week 

meaningful and inspirational. 



 

 

VOLUME 17,  ISSUE 2  ATONEMENT IN ACTION PAGE 11 

Communion Classes 

Children Are Invited to A Place at the Table 

 

If your child is a first-grader or older and has not yet 

registered for our Communion class, A Place at the 

Table, now is the time to do so.  This instruction is 

intended for children who are preparing to receive 

Holy Communion for the first time as well as those 

who are already participating in this Holy Meal.  The 

class helps children more fully understand the mean-

ing of Holy Communion and the means of grace that 

it provides. 

 

Instruction requires involvement in these areas: 

 Three children’s classes held during our time of 

faith enrichment: Sundays, March 12, 19, and 

26, 10:00-10:50 a.m. 

 Family rehearsal dinner:  Saturday, April 1, 5:30 

- 7:30 p.m.  

 Sunday, April 2 – Holy Communion celebration 

at 11:00 a.m. worship.  A group photograph will 

be taken in the nave at 10:00 a.m. that morning.    

 

In addition, parents are asked to gather with Pastor 

Julie Recher on Sunday, March 26, 10:00-10:50 a.m. 

to explore what this faith milestone means for your 

child, your family, and the congregation.     

 

If you are in need of a registration card, please con-

tact the church office.  Deadline for registration is 

the end of February.  Please register ASAP so we 

have enough supplies for everyone. 

Donors are needed for the plants 

which will decorate the church on 

Easter. We will have tulips, daffo-

dils, and lilies.  We are requesting 

$8.50 per plant, but any amount is 

welcome.  (Checks should be 

made payable to Atonement.)  If 

you wish to order one or more 

plants, please return the attached 

form to the church office by Fri-

day, March 31. 

 

I wish to provide  ____  plants for Easter.  

 

__ in loving memory of:  

___________________________________________ 

 

__ in thanksgiving  for: 

___________________________________________ 

 

Name______________________________ 

 

As an alternative to (or in addition to) donating a 

plant, you are invited to make a donation to the World 

Hunger Appeal.  Donations will be listed in the Easter 

bulletin, and may be made in memory of or in  

thanksgiving for a loved one.  Please return the form 

below by Friday, March 31 with your donation.  

Make checks payable to Atonement. 

 

I wish to make a donation of __________ to the 

World Hunger Appeal. 

 

__ in loving memory of 

___________________________________________ 

 

__ in thanksgiving for 

__________________________________________ 

 

 Name______________________________ 

 

VOLUNTEERS are needed to deliver the Easter 

plants to our shut-ins after the Easter services.  Cate-

chetics students will get service credit for delivering 

two plants.  Cards with names and addresses will be 

available in the narthex closer to Easter. 

Easter Flowers 



 

 

Family Promise Thank You 
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VBS and Day Camp 

Before you plan your family’s summer vacation 

and activities, reserve the week of June 19-23 so 

your children can be part of Atonement’s Vaca-

tion Bible School (VBS) extravaganza.  VBS will 

be held from 8:45 a.m. until 11:30 a.m. for chil-

dren age 3 through Grade 4.  The week is filled 

with Bible stories, games, crafts, and music.  It is 

certain once again to be a fun-filled week for our 

members, neighbors, and friends.  Youth from 

Grades 5 on up are invited to serve as helpers and 

work with the younger children.   

 

VBS participants are also invited to worship with 

us on Sunday, June 25, at 10:00 a.m. to celebrate 

our week together, praising and thanking God.  

During worship, we will share the adventures of 

our VBS week with the congregation.     

 

We will again offer our Atonement members 

from Kindergarten through Grade 6 the option of 

expanding the VBS day to include a full-day, 

summer camp experience.  The summer camp 

will be held the same week as VBS, June 19-23.  

Camp days will consist of VBS in the morning 

followed by lunch and summer activities like 

swimming, organized games, and off-site outings.  

We will offer early morning drop-off and late 

afternoon pick-up for working parents.      

 

More information and registration forms will be 

available soon. 

 

If you were in church on January 29, you heard how I 

happened to be in the Family Promise office on Fri-

day afternoon when the Network Director found out 

that the backup plan for when there is no church 

signed up said NO.  I phoned Atonement to see if we 

could take the families a week early, and keep them 

for the week of February 5, for which we were al-

ready scheduled.  Pastor Stoddard said OK if it didn’t 

require any staff work, since it was already late on 

Friday afternoon.  Tom Gresh and Mick Bryan went 

out of their way anyway to set up the spaces and help 

me remember all the other people that should know 

of this extra week, and Michelle Endy changed the 

room assignments for some scheduled activities.   

 

I updated our Sign Up Genius list to include the vol-

unteer jobs for the extra week on Friday afternoon 

and sent an email asking for help. At that time, three 

families were expected, but on Sunday morning at 

7:30 am I found out that two of the families were 

graduating earlier than expected.  Good news!  One 

was moving into a home that day, and the other got a 

job that hired both the husband and wife and provide 

housing.  WOW!  Also by Sunday morning, the vol-

unteer jobs for the extra week were well on their way 

to being filled.  WOW!  What a response!  A new 

family started in the program on Tuesday, February 

7, so then we had two families as guests.   

 

By the end of the two weeks, Atonement had shared 

the Chili Cook Off, Common Ground Fellowship 

Dinner and the Sock Hop with our guests.  52 differ-

ent people volunteered for the 87 slots, giving 438 

hours of service, much of which was just companion-

ship.  Many volunteered for more than one job and so 

had the opportunity to get to know the families a lit-

tle better.  It seems like so many people to take care 

of our 5 guests, but if you think of your support net-

work that would help you in times of crisis, it would 

probably be as large.  So THANK YOU all for shar-

ing God’s Love with our Family Promise guests!  We 

will do it again July 23-August 6 and November 26-

December 3.   

 

Gratefully,  

Dorothy DeLong 
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Informal, hands-on, family-friendly, 35 

minutes. If you’re looking for something a little 

different, or are just curious, we invite you any 

time to check it out – we meet 9:30 a.m. every 

Sunday in Lundin Hall. Coffee and snacks are 

available, and we flow right from worship into 

education opportunities for children, youth, and 

adults. We also sometimes hold special events, 

like our upcoming Lenten event (more details on 

page 8). You’re invited to pray, sing, listen, 

speak, offer yourself, and receive Christ in com-

munion every week.  

God Time! 

Stay tuned for information on an upcoming service 

project – we’re looking at collecting for and potential-

ly creating kits for children going into the foster care 

system. We’ll keep you posted as we get more 

planned!  The Meal Ministry continues – there are still 

baked ziti and cookies in Atonement’s freezer for any-

one to take to a friend in need of an easily reheatable 

meal (or as an excuse to visit).  And, on March 3, we 

plan to start a monthly Bible study on women in the 

Bible. Join us if you can – Fridays, 9:15 a.m. in 

Atonement’s parlor (just off the main church lobby).  

From the Prayer Ministry Team 

Create in me a clean heart, O God, and put a new 

and right spirit within me.  Psalm 51:10, NRSV 

 

There is a simple practice we can do to cultivate for-

giveness.  First, we acknowledge what we feel– 

shame, revenge, embarrassment, remorse.  Then we 

forgive ourselves for being human.  Then, in the spirit 

of not wallowing in the pain, we let go and make a 

fresh start.  We don’t have to carry the burden with us 

anymore.  We will discover forgiveness as a natural 

expression of the open heart, an expression of our 

basic goodness.  This potential is inherent in every 

moment.  Each moment is an opportunity to make a 

fresh start. 

 

  Pema Chödrön 

 

You may wish to read Psalm 51 in its entirety. 

Baptismal napkins (or towels) 

are used to dry the heads of 

children or adults after they are 

baptized and then given to 

their families along with bap-

tismal candles.  In the past, the napkins were 

made by Atonement members, but the fabric 

became hard to find, and we began buying 

napkins rather than making them.  Now we 

have found a source for the fabric and are 

planning to resume making our own napkins.  

We think that receiving a homemade gift is 

more meaningful than receiving a store-

bought one, so we are looking for volunteers 

to embroider them.  The embroidery is a 

small, simple satin stitched cross in white 

thread.  If you enjoy embroidery and would 

be willing to help, please call Jo in the 

church office, 610-375-3512, or e-mail jstur-

gis@atonementwyo.org. 

Embroiderers Needed 



 

 

From the Health Ministry Team:  Sleep 
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Getting a good night’s sleep is an important component to one’s good health. Everyone at some time will 

have difficulty sleeping. Stress, travel, illness, medication, and changing work schedule can all have an 

effect on one’s sleep. Also there are many medical conditions (e.g., sleep apnea, narcolepsy, restless leg 

syndrome, heart disease, diabetes, lung problems, mental health issues, thyroid) that can disrupt sleep. For-

tunately most people experience temporary sleep problems without having an underlying medical condi-

tion. Sleep is complicated, and if one experiences difficulty sleeping every night for more than one month 

then a medical evaluation is recommended. 

 

The following are recommendations for quality sleep: 

 Keep the bedroom cool, dark and quiet. 

 Maintain the same sleep schedule –go to bed at the same time every night and wake up at the same 

time every morning. 

 Avoid naps – if you must nap, limit it to 30 minutes before 3:00 p.m. 

 Power down one hour before bedtime – turns lights down low, no homework, no business decisions, 

no arguments, turn off blue-light sources (computers, phones, chargers etc). 

 No caffeine 8 hours prior to bedtime. 

 Avoid screen time (TV, phone, computer, tablets) one hour prior to bedtime. 

 No physical exercise 3 hours prior to bedtime. 

 Limit fluid intake 2 hours prior to bedtime. 

 No alcohol 2-3 hours prior to bedtime – alcohol will make you sleepy, however it wears off during the 

night and disrupts sleep. 

 No nicotine 2 hours before bedtime. 

 Beds are for sleeping; don’t watch TV in bed. 

 Beds are for people, not for pets. 

 Hide the clock – watching the clock when having difficulty sleeping will cause more stress and sleep 

problems. 

 If unable to fall asleep within 20 minutes, get out of bed and do some non-stimulating activity – read a 

dull book. 

 Listen to a sound machine or music (“Weightless” by Marconi Union) 

 Avoid over-the-counter sleep aids. 

 Don’t eat a heavy meal at least 2 hours prior to bedtime. 

 

If you have tried all these sleep tips and still have problems with quality sleep lasting at least one month, 

then see your physician for a medical evaluation. 

 

     Ken Lord, M.D. 
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