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The Three Days 

The Three Days is the ancient name that the Church has given to the wor-

ship that begins at sunset on Maundy Thursday and continues through 

Good Friday, the Vigil of Easter on Saturday evening, and Easter Day.  

That might seem like four days to us, but like Judaism in our own time, in 

the early church the day began at sunset, not sunrise.  The Three Days have 

become for many Christians the very heart of our worship, as we focus on 

the meaning of the cross and the empty tomb.  Atonement will offer four 

different worship opportunities during the Three Days.  You are invited to 

join us for this once-a-year chance to experience these rituals that the 

Church has been observing for two thousand years. 

 

Maundy Thursday, April 13 

12:15 p.m.  Service of Holy Communion in Lundin Hall 

Good Friday, April 14 

12:15 p.m.  Service of Word and Prayer in the nave 

7:30 p.m.  Tenebrae (Service of Shadows) with Youth Drama in the nave 

 

Holy Saturday, April 15 

7:30 p.m. Easter Vigil in Lundin Hall 

The pinnacle of the church year, we gather around a new fire (outdoors, 

weather permitting), hear ancient stories of faith, remember our baptism, 

and share the Holy Meal together.  A service of light and darkness, silence 

and joyful noise, with music led by Atonement’s children’s choirs. 

 

Easter Sunday, April 16 

8:30 and 11:00 a.m.  

Festival Holy Communion celebrating the Resurrection of Our Lord with 

Atonement Youth Singers, Atonement Choir, Basic’ly Brass and timpani 

9:30 a.m.  God Time! 

***NEW SERVICE AT A NEW TIME! *** 

6:00 p.m. Dinner church in Lundin Hall.   

Gathering around tables, we celebrate Holy Communion surrounded by song, 

scripture, prayers, and a simple meal, then join a procession to the nave for the 

stripping of the altar.  This service is appropriate for children of all ages! 



 

 

PAGE 2 ATONEMENT IN ACTION VOLUME 17,  ISSUE 3  

I was glad when they said to me,  

“Let us go into the house of the Lord.” (Ps 122: 1) 

 

One of my earliest memories of worship is Pr. Ir-

win Flatten beginning worship with the opening 

sentence from Psalm 22.  With a broad smile on 

his face, he boomed it out in a most compelling 

and gleeful manner.  I recall feeling warmed by 

the announcement and “glad” to be in God’s pres-

ence.   

 

When we worship, we come intentionally into 

God’s presence.  Worship can help us deepen our 

sense of God’s presence in our lives, not just dur-

ing the hour of worship, but also as we meet the 

world and its challenges Monday through Friday.  

Worship is less about “coming to church” and 

more about the ongoing spiritual journey of com-

ing to God in ways that deepen and enrich our 

sense of life and purpose.   

 

Most weeks, as I have been here with you, I have 

met someone who has shared with me that they 

haven’t been in worship for a while.  In every case 

I have felt “glad” and have had the pleasure to 

warmly welcome them back.  The return to wor-

ship at Atonement continues and is evident in our 

weekly attendance count.  I celebrate this with you 

and hope you will too.   

 

As we continue to enjoy a trend toward stronger 

worship attendance, it’s also true that Atonement’s 

main sanctuary is a large venue designed to hold 

many more than are currently coming to Sunday 

services.  In anticipation of the usual “summer 

slump,” the staff and I have been discussing ways 

From Pastor Stoddard:  New Summer Worship Times 

to provide a robust worship experience that maxim-

izes opportunities for weekend worship through the 

summer months.  We have arrived at a summer wor-

ship plan that we hope you will all find exciting.  

Here it is:   

 

New:  Summer Saturdays: Worship @ 5 

 

Every Saturday at 5:00 p.m., beginning June 3, we 

will offer Worship @ 5.  This service will be in 

Lundin Hall.  The style of worship will be informal 

and participatory.  As with God Time!, we will ask 

those attending to assist with offering and commun-

ion and so forth.  We will use the projector and 

screen in Lundin Hall to support the service, which 

will eliminate the need for a worship bulletin.   

 

If your kids have Sunday morning sports commit-

ments or if you want to get away early on a Sunday, 

we hope this service will offer a chance to worship 

that better suits weekend commitments.   

 

Summer Sundays:  Worship Together @ 9 

 

Beginning on Pentecost Sunday, June 4, we will 

hold one worship service at 9:00 a.m. and invite 

members of Atonement who typically worship early 

and late to join one another in a summer worship 

experience that we hope will feel full and inspiring.  

There will be refreshments and fellowship in the 

narthex following the service. 

 

Summer God Time! @ 10:30 

 

Finally, we plan to hold God Time! family worship 

service in its current format and location, Lundin 

Hall, at 10:30 a.m.  We know that some God Time! 

attenders have wondered how a later time for God 

Time! would work, and this will be our test oppor-

tunity.   

 

Our prayer is that throughout the summer months we 

can continue to draw closer to God through worship, 

“glad” to come into the “house of the Lord.” 

 

Pastor Greg Stoddard 
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From Pastor Recher 

Be strong and courageous; do not be frightened 

or dismayed, for the LORD your God is with you 

wherever you go.  Joshua 1:9 

 

I was shocked to find that I remembered this 

verse to this day after learning it in the workshop 

Kathy Yenser and I attended together this past 

month.  The reason I remember it is because it 

engaged every part of me in the learning – hand 

motions, emotions, language, voice, and interac-

tion with other people – and, of course, we 

learned it piece-by-piece and repeated often what 

we’d already learned.  Memory is funny that way.  

I’ve never been one to even attempt to memorize 

Bible passages; I didn’t think it was possible for 

me, growing up in a digital age where I cannot 

even remember most people’s phone numbers 

(who needs to, when you can just look them up in 

your phone?).  And yet, I get some real satisfac-

tion from having this verse memorized, that I can 

go back and repeat to myself, reflect on, or give to 

someone else as an encouragement.  What a gift.   

 

I learned much more at this workshop as well, but 

what has stuck with me overall is all of our need 

for spiritual engagement, connection with God 

and each other, that often goes unattended.  In the 

busy-ness of life, there seems to be no time for it.  

But, does it really take that much time?  One of 

the ways we can feed our spirit is by simply tak-

ing five to ten minutes at the end of our (or our 

children’s) days and connect with one another 

before bed.  Review your day together.  Intention-

ally.  Without distractions of screens or music or 

whatever else.  Identify the high point and the low 

point for each of us, and deeply listen to each oth-

er.  These simple acts are an easy way to start, 

and are the beginning of what Dr. Rich Melheim 

deemed the Faith5!  We’ve introduced them to the 

parenting group that met last Lent, but all of us 

can benefit from the Faith5. They are:   

 Share  

 Read 

 Talk 

 Pray 

 Bless 

 

SHARE is the first part, and is about doing what 

I’ve already mentioned.  You start in silence, ac-

tually, by reflecting on your own day, from start 

to finish.   What were the shining moments?  

What knocked you down or made your heart 

hurt?   None of these things need to be very dra-

matic – they just need to be honest. You then 

share with your loved ones your best and worst of 

the day – and listen as they share theirs.   

 

The next steps, if you want to try them all at 

once, is to read a scripture verse or passage; talk 

about how your highs and lows relate to the 

verse; pray, thanking God for the highs, and ask-

ing for God’s help with the lows; and finally, 

bless one another with a sign of the cross + on the 

forehead and something spoken.  I’ll talk more 

about these in future articles.   

 

Give it a try!  If you’re single, you can do this 

with a roommate, friend, family or church mem-

ber via phone call or video chat.  If you’re one of 

a family, no matter the size, you can do this all 

together in one place.  It helps you wrap up the 

day by reflecting, and you begin to see where 

God is in the midst of your life.  And bonus: it 

helps you connect more intentionally with your 

loved ones, all in just a few minutes.   

 

Blessings to you all!   

Pastor Julie  

From the Prayer 
 Ministry Team 

 

Let us lift up our hearts to our ever faithful, 

merciful God.  
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Call Committee Update Council Corner 

Join us at God Time! as we “walk through Holy 

Week” and explore Christ’s journey to the cross 

during hands-on, family-friendly worship.  Each 

week we will relive one of the major moments in 

Holy Week through interactive and faith-

enriching experiences.  

 

Sundays at 9:30 a.m. in Lundin Hall. 

April 2: Jesus shares Communion - Maundy 

Thursday 

April 9:  Jesus is laid in the tomb - Good Friday 

April 16:  Jesus is risen! - Easter Sunday 

A Walk Through Holy Week 

We welcomed Terry Bickhart to our Executive 

Council as Treasurer this month, as Carl Botter-

busch’s term has come to an end.  Terry will be 

with us as an officer of the church until his term 

ends next year. 

 

We are looking at different options for fund rais-

ing for several families who want to send chil-

dren to Bear Creek Camp this summer.  The cost 

per child is $450 for one week.  The candy sale 

is now over, but the kids will be here between 

services to talk with you and let you know about 

the camp.  Please considering giving, even a 

small amount - if enough of us do that, these kids 

can have a wonderful, spiritual journey this sum-

mer at Bear Creek. 

 

Worship attendance and giving will now be an-

nounced in the bulletin on a monthly basis.  Our 

numbers so far are solid this year, and we are on 

track with our budget.  God Time! continues to 

attract a large number of young families - as well 

as people from other churches who have heard 

about God Time! and want to see if they can cap-

ture the enthusiasm for their home church.   You 

should be proud to be part of this new worship 

opportunity. 

 

The Preschool will be putting up a new sign 

where the old one sits now.  Check it out in the 

next couple of weeks.   

 

The Master Planning Committee will be holding 

a meeting soon to prioritize what is most im-

portant and to discuss starting a Preliminary 

Funds Campaign later this year.  We have also 

had the entire building’s and Community Cen-

ter’s HVAC and energy systems evaluated, and 

those systems will also be prioritized for replace-

ment over the next few years.  These are both big 

jobs, but I know that Atonement will step up to 

the task.   

 

 Respectfully submitted, 

 Sharon Calder 

 Council President 

Your call committee has not met since the 

congregational meeting with the Bishop on 

February 13.  The committee will meet twice 

in the coming month to develop interview 

questions to be used for vetting any candi-

date.  The second meeting will be with Pastor 

John Richter to practice our questions as he 

role plays a candidate for us and an oppor-

tunity for him to ask us questions about our 

church that might be asked by a candidate.  

Please feel free to approach any of our mem-

bers with questions or ideas you have about 

our future Senior Pastor.  Serving on our 

committee are Rachel Gambone, Kate Ha-

renza, Chris O’Reilly, Amy Rogers, Bryan 

Wang and Emily Weidner. 

 

 Dan Kimball, Chair 
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Parent Group  

Looking for that perfect Easter gift for your kids 

or grandkids? Stop by our Book Fair and shop 

award-winning Bibles, books, and videos for 

kids. This sale is sponsored by Sparkhouse Fam-

ily and is designed to help parents instill an 

open-hearted, transformational, lifelong Chris-

tian faith in their children at every age and stage. 

 

Are you aware that the 500th anniversary of the 

Reformation is fast approaching?  Do you want 

to learn more about Martin Luther, his writings, 

and their impact on Christianity both in 1517 as 

well as today?  Stop by our Reformation 500 

Bookstore to shop for engaging books on the 

Reformation for readers of all ages and interests!  

This sale is sponsored by Augsburg Fortress, the 

publishing ministry of the ELCA. The books will 

include bestselling biographies like Luther the 

Reformer as well as an atlas of the European 

Reformations, a graphic novel for young readers, 

and primary sources from The Annotated Luther 

series.  

 

Both book fairs are happening on Sunday, April 

2, 15 minutes before and after our worship ser-

vices: 8:30 a.m., 9:30 a.m. God Time!, and 11:00 

a.m.  Save up to 50% off list prices plus receive 

free shipping on all Bookstore titles. 

 

Orders will be accepted on April 2 and must be 

paid for at that time.  Cash or check made paya-

ble to Atonement Lutheran Church is preferred.   

Book Fair concludes on 
April 2 

Preschool News 

In April, our preschoolers will learn about and 

celebrate Easter!  Upon returning from Spring 

Break, we will dive into lessons on weather, pets, 

ecology, flowers and insects.  We will rehearse 

our chapel songs with Mr. Yenser in preparation 

for Preschool Sunday on April 23.   

 

A big thank you to TaDa! for performing for pre-

school and church families on March 18.  It was a 

fun morning of song and dance! 

 

Registration for 2017-18 is going well!  There are 

some openings in our Tuesday/Thursday morning 

Toddler and Three Year Old classes as well as 

our afternoon Four Year Old class.  If you or 

someone you know has a preschooler, have them 

contact Preschool Director, Mrs. Dauber (610-

375-8049 or jdauber@atonementwyo.org). 

 

Happy Easter from Atonement Christian Pre-

school! 

Preschool Sunday  
and Art Show 

Sunday, April 23 
 at 11:00 a.m. worship 

 
Artwork displayed on the first 

floor 
Refreshments in the narthex  

and Lundin Hall 
 following the service. 

Friday Morning Parents' Group continues to meet - and we're considering doing a study on Faith, Sexism, 

and Justice using the resource from our national church body, the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

(ELCA).  If you would be interested in this study, please contact Pastor Julie for more information, or check 

it out on elca.org by searching the title.   
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Did you know that 1 in 30 baby boomers is infect-

ed with hepatitis C virus and most don’t know it? 

The Center of Disease Control and Prevention 

recommends a one-time screening of all baby 

boomers (born between 1945 and 1965) because 

risk-based screening proved ineffective at identi-

fying all patients with hepatitis C virus. The 

screening is a simple blood test. 

 

Hepatitis C is a viral infection of the liver and 

affects at least 3.5 million people in the United 

States. Many people with hepatitis C have no 

symptom; however, the most common symptoms 

include: jaundice, abdominal pain, loss of appe-

tite, nausea, fatigue, low-grade fever and dark 

urine. The virus is spread through blood and body 

fluids by: sharing drugs and needles, tattoos, shar-

ing razors or toothbrushes, blood transfusion or 

organ transplant prior to 1992, having sex with an 

infected partner, needle stick with contaminated 

needle or by birth (infected mother transmits it to 

a baby). 

 

If untreated, hepatitis C can lead to chronic hepa-

titis C in 75% to 85% of cases. This can then pro-

gress to serious and fatal conditions of liver fail-

ure, liver cancer and cirrhosis.  

 

Baby boomers are at the greatest risk for hepatitis 

C related morbidity and mortality. Chronic hepa-

titis is five times more prevalent in baby boomers 

than in other age groups and represents 3 out of 

every 4 hepatitis C cases. Baby boomers make up 

90% of all patients undergoing or awaiting liver 

transplantation and 51% of hepatitis C deaths in 

2013 occurred among persons aged 55 to 65.  

 

Recent medical advances have made hepatitis 

treatment shorter and more effective. Cure rates 

are approaching 95% and reduction of liver can-

cer by 75% has been achieved. 

 

The greatest public health issue is that most baby 

boomers don’t know they have hepatitis C and 

these individuals can then spread the virus and 

may develop serious health conditions. 

From the Health Ministry 

Team:  Hepatitus C If you are a baby boomer (born between 1945 and 

1965) see your health professional and have a simple 

one-time blood test done to screen for hepatitis C. 

 

More information at www.CDC.gov 

 

  Ken Lord, M.D. 

The flower boxes are working!  We have installed 

200 flower boxes around the Goggleworks and 

Hope Lutheran Church.  The flower boxes are 

simply a door opener for building relationships 

while also serving as an inspiration for residents 

and passersby. In December, we had conversations 

and hugs! It finally feels like we are getting to 

know people in the neighborhoods. 

 

Save the date: Saturday, May 13 to help plant, in-

stall and converse!  Skills needed: ability to smile 

and willingness to get your hands dirty.  We will 

meet in the church parking lot at 9:30 a.m. to car-

pool.  We hope to be done by noon.  Sign up in the 

narthex or on the Atonement website. 

 

If you are a Thrivent member, you can apply for a 

$250 Action Team Grant that can be used to buy 

plants and refreshments.  Contact Dorothy if you 

are willing to do this, at 484-529-0878 or email 

pbjdelong@comcast.net. 

Flower Boxes of Love 
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VBS and Day Camp 

Register your child today to participate in Hero 

Central, June 19-23, 8:45 a.m. -- 11:30 a.m.  Chil-

dren age 3 through grade 4 will become equipped 

for an active life with God as they learn about our 

mission project and how they can respond to a 

call for action!  Youth from grades 5 on up are 

invited to serve as helpers and work with the 

younger children.  The week is filled with Bible 

stories, crafts, music, science, games, and tasty 

snacks.  It is certain once again to be a fun-filled 

week for our members, neighbors, and friends.     

 

VBS participants are also invited to worship with 

us on Sunday, June 25, at 9:00 a.m. to celebrate 

our week together, praising and thanking God.  

During worship, we will share the adventures of 

our VBS week with everyone.     

 

Summer Camp Returns!  We will again offer 

our Atonement members from Kindergarten 

through Grade 6 the option of expanding the VBS 

day to include a full-day, summer camp experi-

ence.  Summer camp will be held the same week 

as VBS, June 19-23.  Camp days will consist of 

VBS in the morning followed by lunch and sum-

mer activities like swimming, organized games, 

and off-site outings.  We will offer early morning 

drop-off and late afternoon pick-up for working 

parents.      

 

Registration forms can be found on pages 8 and 9 

in this newsletter. 

Save the date for your gardening needs: WOA 

Annual Plant Sale at Sue Harenza's barn on Sat-

urday, May 6 from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.  We 

will be accepting donations and gifts to sell at our 

fundraiser for the Atonement Christian Preschool 

scholarships.  We are looking for gently used 

yard tools, furniture, decorations and plants to 

sell at the sale. If you need storage, please let Sue 

Harenza know (phone 610-376-8545  or email 

sharenza@gmail.com). We appreciate plant starts 

from bulb, seed, or cutting.  Please make sure 

they are clean and clearly named.  We appreciate 

your business and support! With questions, call 

Gail Dawson-White president, at 610-372-1131. 

 

At our circle meeting on Wednesday, April 5 at 

1:00 p.m., Atonement member Barbara Leinbach 

will discuss the Republic of Ireland.  Also, we 

will make plans for the plant sale. 

WOA Board Meeting will precede the study at 

12:15 p.m.. 

Women of Atonement News 

Chaney Book Award 

Applications for the Jeanne M. Chaney Memorial 

Book Award, established to recognize college-

bound high-school seniors who are members of 

Atonement Lutheran Church and best exemplify 

qualities of scholarship, leadership, faith, integri-

ty, service, citizenship, and fitness, are being ac-

cepted through April 15, 2017.  The award is giv-

en annually to the candidate who best exemplifies 

the above qualities and who is most likely to 

make a difference in our community.  The Jeanne 

M. Chaney Memorial Book Award recipient re-

ceives $1,000 toward the first year of books 

and/or computers. The award will be made in 

May. For more information or an application, 

contact the church office. 
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2017 Atonement Summer Day Camp Registration Form 
For Atonement Children Who Have Completed Kindergarten - Grade 6 

June 19-23, 8:45 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

Drop off as early as 7:00 a.m.            Pick up until 5:30 p.m. 

Child’s Name: ___________________________      Age: ______      Grade Completed: _______ 

Parent’s Name:  _________________________      Phone:  _______________________ 

Time of a.m. drop off: _______________            Time of p.m. pick up: _______________ 

If drop-off before 7:00 a.m. or pick-up after 5:30 p.m. is needed for work schedule,  

please indicate and we will try to accommodate. 

Person(s) authorized to pick up child: 

_____________________________      ______________________          ____________________       

           (Name)                                                            (Relationship to Child)                             Cell Phone / Home Phone    

 _______________________________        ______________________          ____________________ 

                  (Name)                                                                     (Relationship to Child)                   Cell Phone / Home Phone 

Is there anything regarding your child and his/her behavior that we should be 

aware of for an all-day schedule and for outdoor activities? 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____  Yes, I have registered my child for VBS 

_____ Yes, we are members at Atonement or have been attending Sunday school 

and/or worship during 2016-17   

Please return registration to the Atonement church office.  Deadline is June 4.  

We will accept only the first 20 registrations, so submit your form early! 

A donation of $40 per child is suggested to help cover the cost of snacks,  

transportation, and activities for the week of day-camp.   

The donation can be made any time prior to or during the week of camp.   

Please note on the donation that it is for “Summer Camp”.  
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Congregation Council 2017 

Atonement Staff 
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Check out our New Website! Mark your calendar: 

Atonement’s Choirs present 

 

Fiddler on the Roof in Concert 
 

Sunday, May 21, 7:00 p.m. 

An evening of music from the beloved  

Broadway musical 

A free will offering to benefit  

Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service  

 

If you are interested in participating in this 

concert, please contact Tom Yenser, 610-

375-3512 or tyenser@atonementwyo.org. 

Greg Stoddard, Interim Pastor                                                                         gstoddard@atonementwyo.org 

Julie Recher, Associate Pastor                                                                              jrecher@atonementwyo.org 

Tom Yenser, Director of Music                                                                            tyenser@atonementwyo.org 

Jen Dauber, Preschool Director                                                                           jdauber@atonementwyo.org 

Arthur Wyse, Visitation Pastor                                                                                arthurbwyse@yahoo.com 

Kathy Yenser, Director of Children’s Ministry                                                   kyenser@atonementwyo.org 

Jo Eileen Sturgis, Parish Secretary                                                              jsturgis@atonementwyo.org 

Scott Gruver, Financial Secretary                                                                        sgruver@atonementwyo.org 

Tom Gresh, Property Manager                                                                              tgresh@atonementwyo.org 

Mick Bryan, Sexton                                                                                                       lmb2515@comcast.net 

Tom Scornavacchi, Mission Developer                                                      tscornavacchi@atonementwyo.org 

Michelle Endy, Room Coordinator                                                                    calendar@atonementwyo.org 

Ken Lord, Congregational Health Advocate                                                           klord@atonementwyo.org 

Stephen Longenecker, God Time Coordinator                                           slongenecker@atonementwyo.org 

Our website is now mobile-friendly, pleasing 

to the eye, and easy to navigate. Atonement 

staff and partners have been hard at work 

putting in all the information you need, pho-

tos, and more – trip around it, and let us 

know what you think!  Same  

URL: www.atonementwyo.org.   

 

If you have any photos or information to 

share, let us know! (Send to the appropriate 

staff person, or to Jo Sturgis, who can for-

ward it on to us).  

Officers: Sharon Calder, President; Dave Aurentz, Vice 

President; Linda Lengle, Secretary; Terry Bickhart, 

Treasurer; Chris Rogers, Finance Chairman; Patty 

Keisel, Assistant Treasurer; Judy Wentzel, Recording 

Secretary 

 

Also serving: Rich Bainbridge; Pattie Bressler; Barb 

Feeman; Steve Fellman; Bob Hoch; Becky Morton; 

Chris O’Reilly; Heidi Silverman; Sarah Smith; Fran 

Tieman 


