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Call Committee  
Update 

The call committee will meet to 

continue to refine “interview ques-

tions.”  Pastor Richter has assured 

me that he and Bishop Zeiser con-

tinue to prayerfully consider poten-

tial candidates to serve as Senior 

Pastor for our consideration.  Please 

contact any of our committee mem-

bers with your ideas or questions.  

Our committee consists of Amy 

Rogers, Rachel Gambone, Bryan 

Wang, Chris O’Reilly, Emily 

Weidner, Kate Harenza and myself.  

We appreciate your continuing 

prayers in support of our work. 

 

 Dan Kimball, Chair 

Atonement recently completed a 

solid first quarter of 2017 from a 

financial perspective, as we fin-

ished March trending $17,571 

ahead of budget. For comparison, 

we were facing a deficit of 

$23,545 at the end of the first 

quarter in 2016.  This improved 

financial performance was driven 

by an increase in member giving 

and the prepayment of certain 

preschool tuition.  After normal-

izing the financials for non-

recurring and seasonal impacts, 

we are pleased to report that the 

church is tracking very close to 

budget thus far in 2017. 

Mark your calendar: 

Atonement’s Choirs present 

 

Fiddler on the Roof in Concert 
 

Sunday, May 21, 7:00 p.m. 

An evening of music from the beloved  

Broadway musical 

A free will offering to benefit  

Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service  
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When they entered the tomb, they saw a young 

man clothed in a white robe sitting on the right 

side. The women were shocked, but the angel 

said, “Don’t be alarmed. You are looking for 

Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified.  He isn’t 

here!  He is risen from the dead!  Look, this is 

where they laid his body.  Now go and tell his 

disciples, including Peter, that Jesus is going 

ahead of you to Galilee. You will see him there, 

just as he told you before he died.”  The wom-

en fled from the tomb, trembling and bewil-

dered, and they said nothing to anyone because 

they were too frightened. (Mk 16: 5-8) 

 

In the Gospel of Mark, three women go to Je-

sus’ tomb early on Sunday morning with spices 

for burial purchased the night before after the 

Sabbath had ended.  Mark’s gospel, according 

to the earliest versions ends with the sentence, 

“The women fled the tomb, trembling and be-

wildered, and they said nothing to anyone be-

cause they were too frightened.”   

 

The core message of the Easter gospel is the 

shocking, unsettling news that the tomb is 

empty.  God would not be defeated nor con-

tained.  Death, the inevitable end to human life, 

is defeated, and in that defeat we are freed 

from death also.   

 

So why does Mark end so enigmatically?  Of 

all the Gospels, Mark is the fastest moving, 

shortest, most get-to-the-point of the four.  

Mark is easily told in its entirety in one sitting.  

Many think that is exactly its intent.  The Gos-

pel comes to a climactic conclusion with God’s 

messenger’s announcement, “He is risen…”. 

Then, fearful flight.  Those who heard this gos-

pel for the first time must have jumped to their 

feet shouting, “No, no!  We will tell the story, 

we won’t hide in fear!”   

 

Of course, we know they did tell the story, 

again and again.  The question today is, “Will 

we?  Will you?”   

 

From Pastor Stoddard 

As post-resurrection Christians, liberated from 

death, we are now called both to live a life modeled 

on the life of Jesus and to proclaim that good news 

in our world.  We do that here at Atonement in many 

ways.  We do it through our support for the Com-

mon Ground Recovery Ministry. We do it through 

our care of children at the longest serving Christian 

preschool in Berks County.  We do it through God 

Time!, through flower boxes, through food and 

clothing donations, and through faithful, inspiring 

worship.   

 

My deepest thanks to all those countless individuals 

who, together with Atonement staff, worked to make 

this year’s Feast of the Resurrection of Our Lord a 

deeply moving and meaningful day of worship.   

 

  Pastor Greg 

 

The flower boxes are working!  We have in-

stalled 200 flower boxes around the Goggle-

works and Hope Lutheran Church.  The flower 

boxes are simply a door opener for building 

relationships while also serving as an inspira-

tion for residents and passersby. In December, 

we had conversations and hugs! It finally feels 

like we are getting to know people in the 

neighborhoods. 

 

On Saturday, May 13, please help plant, in-

stall, and converse!  Skills needed: ability to 

smile and willingness to get your hands dirty.  

We will meet in the church parking lot at 9:30 

a.m. to carpool to the Goggleworks and Hope 

Lutheran Church parking lots. We hope to be 

done by noon.  Sign up in the narthex or on the 

Atonement website. For questions Dorothy 

DeLong at 484-529-0878 or email 

pbjdelong@comcast.net. 

Flower Boxes of Love 



 

 

PAGE 3 ATONEMENT IN ACTION PAGE 3 

From Pastor Recher 

May Blood Drive 

Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my 

path.  Psalm 119:105 

 

God’s word holds so much in store for us that it’s 

a wonder we don’t delve in more often (myself 

included!).  It has the power to illuminate, in-

struct, comfort, challenge, cause us to question, 

wrestle, and stretch, breathe new life and hope 

into us, and so much more.  Put simply, God’s 

word has the power to change us in positive 

(though not always comfortable!) ways by show-

ing us who we are and whose we are (God’s!).   

 

Last month I introduced the idea of using the 

Faith5 by Rich Melheim to help us connect more 

intentionally with God, ourselves, and one anoth-

er.  The Faith5 are:   

1. Share – your high point and low point of the 

day with family or trusted friend 

2. Read – a verse or more out of scripture 

3. Talk 

4. Pray 

5. Bless 

 

This month, try adding the second step in (if you 

haven’t already).  After you’ve shared about your 

day, you then read a verse or two out of scripture, 

preferably the same verse every day for a week – 

some suggestions are below to get you started.  

Reading one verse allows it to sink in, to speak to 

you in different ways throughout your week, and 

you may even have it memorized by the end of 

the week, meaning it can continue to speak to you 

throughout your life!    If you really want to mem-

orize it, make sure you put hand motions and 

emotion into the reading (such as when a verse 

uses the word joyful, say it really high pitched 

with a huge smile on your face and throw your 

hands in the air).  Also, repeat it more than once, 

particularly the first time you use that verse, so 

that you can remember what hand motions you 

put with the words.  If you wish, you may opt to 

use a whole story out of scripture, perhaps the 

gospel reading from the Sunday before, to let it 

continue to speak to you throughout the week.   

 

 

This immersion into scripture at a set time each 

day allows God to speak to us and form us as be-

loved children of God.  Through Jesus (the Word 

made flesh) and scripture (God’s written word) 

God reveals God’s self to us, and we experience 

this God who loves, forgives, and calls us to be 

God’s workers in the world.  We hear about how 

God spoke the world into being, how humanity 

fell short over and over again, and how God stuck 

with us throughout history despite our broken 

promises.  We hear words of comfort and com-

mands for action, learn words of praise and la-

ment, remember who we are in relation to God.  

God’s word really forms us not only as Christians 

but also as human beings in relationship with oth-

ers, ourselves and God.   

 

The next step, if you want to add it right away, is 

to TALK, relating the scripture you read to the 

highs and lows you just shared.  More on that 

next month!   

 

 Blessings to you all!   

 Pastor Julie  

 

Suggestions for verses to use:  Psalm 4:8, Psalm 

139:7, Deuteronomy 6:4-5(or -9), Psalm 61:1-

2(or -5, 8), Numbers 6:24-26, Luke 1:46-49, John 

15:12-13 – if you want more, just ask me!    

 

The quarterly blood drive will be held at Atone-

ment in Lundin Hall on Tuesday, May 9, from 

noon to 5:00 p.m.  The sign-up sheet is in the 

narthex, or you can sign up on-line at 

giveapint.org.  Go to Blood Drives and search by 

zip code 19610.   Check Mobile and put start and 

end dates as 5/9/17.  Then select Atonement and 

click on the schedule.  You can sign up for any 

available slot.  Keystone’s blood supply current-

ly is low, so please consider donating at this 

needy time.  Any questions, please call the coor-

dinator, Sharon Calder, at 610-796-8728, or 

email at szcalder@comcast.net. 
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Kids’ Night Out  
Saturday, May 6, 6:00—9:00 p.m. 

Preschool News 

The end of our 2016-17 preschool year is fast 

approaching!  May is a busy month!  We will 

have our annual Trike-a-Thon to support St. 

Jude’s Children’s Hospital and will honor our 

moms with our Mother’s Day Tea Parties.  We 

will recognize our students that are graduating 

from preschool with our Preschool Graduation 

on Sunday, May 21, after the God Time! service.  

We will celebrate the end of our preschool year 

with family picnics at Happy Hollow on May 23 

and 24.  The last days of classes are May 25 and 

26.  But the Preschool will not sit empty for very 

long! 

 

Atonement Christian Preschool is hosting a vari-

ety of camps throughout the summer!  On June 

1, 2, 5, 6 and 7, we are offering Extended Pre-

school Year Come & Play.  The weeks of July 

10 and July 24, children will explore nature in 

Naturalist Camp.  During six 3-day weeks, chil-

dren can enjoy Summer Come & Play.  Children 

3-6 years old are welcome to join us for our 

summer programs.  Contact Mrs. Dauber for 

more information or check the preschool page of 

our new and improved website for the Summer 

Camp packet. 

 

Registration for the 2017-18 preschool year is 

still open.  We have availability in our 

Tues/Thurs 3’s and Toddlers, our Mon/Wed/Fri 

afternoon 4’s and our Tues/Thurs afternoon Ex-

plorers.  Contact Mrs. Dauber to schedule a tour. 

Women of Atonement News 

Save the date for your gardening needs: WOA 

Annual Plant Sale at Sue Harenza's Barn on Satur-

day, May 6 from 9:00 a.m. to noon. Heirloom to-

matoes, herbs and vegetables, perennials, bulbs, 

and annuals will be available. We will be accept-

ing donations and gifts to sell at our fundraiser for 

the Atonement Christian Preschool scholar-

ships. We are looking for gently-used yard tools, 

furniture, decorations and plants to sell at the sale. 

If you need storage, please let Sue Harenza know 

(phone 610-376-8545  or email 

sharenza@gmail.com). We appreciate plant starts 

from bulb, seed, or cutting. Please make sure they 

are clean and clearly named. We appreciate your 

business and support! Parking is in back of the 

barn at 4 High Road. There is a county-wide track 

meet the same day, so be prepared to see High 

Road open only to local traffic - which is us. With 

questions, call Gail Dawson-White, President, at 

610-372-1131. 

 

On Saturday, May 20, at our annual end of the 

year luncheon, Atonement mem-

ber Steve Fellman will educate us 

about his bee hives and the work 

involved in protecting pollinators 

and specifically honey bees. Cost 

of luncheon is $10.00 per person 

and is catered by Jack and Susie 

Williams. A sign-up sheet is post-

ed in the narthex.  Lunch will be 

served at noon with the program 

at 1:00 p.m. in the Privacy Room. 

 

Come join the youth of Atonement and Trinity as we host the kids age 3-grade 6 

for another night out.  After drop-off, we head to the gym for some free play time, 

followed by movie and a snack.  Parents pick up at or before 9:00 p.m. and can 

enjoy a night off for date night, errands or cleaning, or some precious quiet kid-

free time to read a book. This is a fundraiser for the summer youth trip – so please 

donate what you can. Suggested donation per child is $20.  
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Summer Small Groups Return with New Content 

Twelve individuals have volunteered to be 

part of Atonement’s transportation ministry 

program.  This group is available to provide 

needed transportation to Atonement’s mem-

bers to and from medical or dental appoint-

ments. It will also provide transportation for 

diagnostic testing (labs, x-rays etc.) and for 

hospital admissions and/or discharge. Individ-

uals requiring transportation must be ambula-

tory; we cannot accommodate medical equip-

ment such as wheelchairs or walkers. If trans-

portation is required, please call the church 

office and give Jo Sturgis any necessary infor-

mation, or call Dr. Ken Lord at 610-223-8885 

or e-mail  Dr. Lord at 

klord@atonementwyo.org . Please request 

transportation at least four days prior to the 

date needed. 

 Ken Lord, M.D. 

From the Health Ministry Team:   
Transportation 

Ministry 

Summer Small Groups will return this year with 

three diverse and exciting options for learning some-

thing new, building relationships, and deepening 

one’s faith. They will begin on  Tuesday, June 27, 

and continue on the following dates: July 11, 18, 25, 

and August 1. 

 

The first option will explore different belief systems, 

faith traditions and spiritual practices, such as Juda-

ism, Islam, Eastern and Native American traditions. 

We will explore the common themes within them all 

as well as the unique virtues of each of the tradi-

tions. 

 

The second option delves into Lutheran Tensions. 

Martin Luther’s theology held many tensions which 

affected how he (and we current Lutherans!) read 

scripture and experience God and ourselves. Some 

of these tensions yielded paradoxes, the most fa-

mous of which is that Luther said the Christian is 

both saint and sinner simultaneously. Others were 

more helpful ways to teach:  looking at scripture 

through the dual lens of Law and Gospel, and expe-

riencing God’s reign through Two Kingdoms. Ex-

plore with us as we delve into some of these tensions 

and discover if and why this theology still means 

something to us. 

 

The third and final option 

is a hands-on arts and 

crafts workshop. It will 

consist of the following 

two parts: 1) Since the time 

of the Desert Fathers in the 

3rd-5th centuries, Chris-

tians have used strings of 

beads to guide their pray-

ers, meditations and devo-

tions. In this workshop you 

will string your own set of prayer beads and outline 

a personal devotional practice to accompany your 

bead creation, and 2) make a handmade journal us-

ing bookbinding needle and thread. You will learn a 

simple pamphlet stitch to construct a 12-20 page 

book with a decorative cover. This journal may be 

used for prayer notes, favorite devotions, gratitudes, 

‘God moments’- whatever is speaking to your heart 

at this time. All materials will be supplied for the 

prayer beads and journal for a modest fee. 

(Scholarships will be available). 

 

Please consider joining us for Summer Small 

Groups this year. All are welcome! More de-

tailed information and sign-ups will be availa-

ble in future newsletters, church bulletins and 

on our website. 
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VBS and Day Camp 

Atonement Bach 
Scholarship Winners 

Register your child today to participate in Hero 

Central, June 19-23, 8:45 a.m. -- 11:30 a.m.  Chil-

dren age 3 through grade 4 will become equipped 

for an active life with God as they learn about our 

mission project and how they can respond to a 

call for action!  Youth from grades 5 on up are 

invited to serve as helpers and work with the 

younger children.  The week is filled with Bible 

stories, crafts, music, science, games, and tasty 

snacks.  It is certain once again to be a fun-filled 

week for our members, neighbors, and friends.     

 

VBS participants are also invited to worship with 

us on Sunday, June 25, at 9:00 a.m. to celebrate 

our week together, praising and thanking God.  

During worship, we will share the adventures of 

our VBS week with everyone.     

 

Summer Camp Returns!  We will again offer 

our Atonement members from Kindergarten 

through Grade 6 the option of expanding the VBS 

day to include a full-day, summer camp experi-

ence.  Summer camp will be held the same week 

as VBS, June 19-23.  Camp days will consist of 

VBS in the morning followed by lunch and sum-

mer activities like swimming, organized games, 

and off-site outings.  We will offer early morning 

drop-off and late afternoon pick-up for working 

parents.      

 

Registration forms can be found on pages 8 and 9 

in this newsletter. 

Winners of the 2017 Atonement Bach Scholar-

ship will play in our worship services during 

the next few weeks.  This year we awarded six 

scholarships to deserving Berks County high 

school students.  Here is the list of the 2017 

scholarship recipients: 

 

Thomas Marlin, tuba, Gov. Mifflin High 

School, Grade 11 

David Helmer, voice, Boyertown High School, 

Grade 11 

Sashank Sridhar, piano, Wilson High School, 

Grade 10 

Matthew Rodriguez, guitar, I-Lead Charter 

School, Grade 12 

Sierra Posey, voice, Exeter High School, 

Grade 11 

Paige Yorgey, voice, 21st Century Cyber 

School, Grade 12 

 

Right now is a great time to give to the Atone-

ment Bach Scholarship.  Please make checks 

payable to Atonement Lutheran Church and 

write “Atonement Bach Scholarship” in the 

memo line.  Any amount is accepted.  Your 

continued support will help Atonement and 

Reading Musical Foundation provide financial 

help to the highest level of young musical tal-

ent Berks County.  Please contact Tom Yenser 

if you have questions or would like more infor-

mation. 
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2017 Atonement Summer Day Camp Registration Form 
For Atonement Children Who Have Completed Kindergarten - Grade 6 

June 19-23, 8:45 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

Drop off as early as 7:00 a.m.            Pick up until 5:30 p.m. 

Child’s Name: ___________________________      Age: ______      Grade Completed: _______ 

Parent’s Name:  _________________________      Phone:  _______________________ 

Time of a.m. drop off: _______________            Time of p.m. pick up: _______________ 

If drop-off before 7:00 a.m. or pick-up after 5:30 p.m. is needed for work schedule,  

please indicate and we will try to accommodate. 

Person(s) authorized to pick up child: 

_____________________________      ______________________          ____________________       

           (Name)                                                            (Relationship to Child)                             Cell Phone / Home Phone    

 _______________________________        ______________________          ____________________ 

                  (Name)                                                                     (Relationship to Child)                   Cell Phone / Home Phone 

Is there anything regarding your child and his/her behavior that we should be 

aware of for an all-day schedule and for outdoor activities? 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____  Yes, I have registered my child for VBS 

_____ Yes, we are members at Atonement or have been attending Sunday school 

and/or worship during 2016-17   

Please return registration to the Atonement church office.  Deadline is June 4.  

We will accept only the first 20 registrations, so submit your form early! 

A donation of $40 per child is suggested to help cover the cost of snacks,  

transportation, and activities for the week of day-camp.   

The donation can be made any time prior to or during the week of camp.   

Please note on the donation that it is for “Summer Camp”.  
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People, Parish, Planet 
Stewardship of Creation 

Summer Worship 
Schedule 

Beginning Saturday, June 3, we will offer a 

Saturday service at 5:00 p.m. in Lundin Hall.  

The style of worship will be informal and par-

ticipatory.  We will ask those attending to as-

sist with offering and communion and so 

forth.  We’ll use the projector and screen in 

Lundin Hall to support the service, which will 

eliminate the need for a worship bulletin.   If 

your kids have Sunday morning sports com-

mitments, or if you want to get away early on 

a Sunday, we hope this service will offer a 

chance to worship that better suits weekend 

commitments.   

 

Beginning on Pentecost Sunday, June 4, we 

will hold a combined worship service in the 

nave at 9:00 a.m.   Members of Atonement are 

invited to join one another in a summer wor-

ship experience that we hope will feel full and 

inspiring.  There will be refreshments and fel-

lowship in the narthex following the service. 

 

Finally, we plan to hold God Time! in its cur-

rent format and location, Lundin Hall, on Sun-

days at 10:30 a.m.  We know that some God 

Time! attenders have wondered how a later 

time for God Time would work, and this will 

be our test opportunity.   

 

Our prayer is that throughout the summer 

months we can continue to draw closer to God 

through worship, glad to come into the house 

of the Lord. 

 

On Saturday, May 20, at 8:30 a.m., members 

of Atonement will once again be at Blue 

Marsh Lake for a litter clean-up effort.  If 

you're able to do so, we'll meet at the Old 

Church Road Parking lot along Route 183 

(left off the highway), about one mile north of 

Mount Pleasant.  

 

The clean-up begins at 8:30 a.m. and goes as 

long as anyone wants to help (half hour, one 

hour, but no more than two hours).  At the 

latest, we will be done by 10:30 a.m.  So if 

you are planning to attend the WOA luncheon 

at noon, you will be able to do both activities. 

 

Sponsored by the Blue Marsh park rangers, 

this is a once-a-month gathering to spend 

about two hours helping to keep specified  

areas of Blue Marsh clean and litter free.  

Work gloves, safety vests, and trash bags will 

be provided. 

 

There's a sign-up sheet in the narthex on the 

rolling stand. Youth service credit is available. 

 

The sign-up deadline is Sunday, May 14. 

If you have questions please contact Heidi 

Silverman or Bob Eisenbrown. 

 

Thank you for considering this stewardship 

opportunity. We look forward to having you 

join us. 
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Congregation Council 2017 

Atonement Staff 
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Greg Stoddard, Interim Pastor                                                                         gstoddard@atonementwyo.org 

Julie Recher, Associate Pastor                                                                              jrecher@atonementwyo.org 

Tom Yenser, Director of Music                                                                            tyenser@atonementwyo.org 

Jen Dauber, Preschool Director                                                                           jdauber@atonementwyo.org 

Arthur Wyse, Visitation Pastor                                                                                arthurbwyse@yahoo.com 

Kathy Yenser, Director of Children’s Ministry                                                   kyenser@atonementwyo.org 

Jo Eileen Sturgis, Parish Secretary                                                              jsturgis@atonementwyo.org 

Scott Gruver, Financial Secretary                                                                        sgruver@atonementwyo.org 

Tom Gresh, Property Manager                                                                              tgresh@atonementwyo.org 

Mick Bryan, Sexton                                                                                                       lmb2515@comcast.net 

Tom Scornavacchi, Mission Developer                                                      tscornavacchi@atonementwyo.org 

Michelle Endy, Room Coordinator                                                                    calendar@atonementwyo.org 

Ken Lord, Congregational Health Advocate                                                           klord@atonementwyo.org 

Stephen Longenecker, God Time Coordinator                                           slongenecker@atonementwyo.org 

From the Prayer 
 Ministry Team 

Officers: Sharon Calder, President; Dave Aurentz, 

Vice President; Linda Lengle, Secretary; Terry Bick-

hart, Treasurer; Chris Rogers, Finance Chairman; Pat-

ty Keisel, Assistant Treasurer; Judy Wentzel, Record-

ing Secretary 

 

Also serving: Rich Bainbridge; Pattie Bressler; Barb 

Feeman; Steve Fellman; Bob Hoch; Becky Morton; 

Chris O’Reilly; Heidi Silverman; Sarah Smith; Fran 

Tieman 

A tiny bud of a smile on our lips nourishes aware-

ness and calms us miraculously. It returns us to the 

peace we thought we had lost. 

 Thich Nhat Hanh, Peace Is Every Step 

I want to take this opportunity to thank my 

Atonement family for all their thoughts 

and prayer during my recent hospitaliza-

tion and rehabilitation. 

 

Words cannot begin to express my thanks 

for all the calls, visits, flowers, and cards.  

My heart was overcome with such love 

from you all. 

 

 God bless, 

 Marian Pounder 

The last day of Sunday 
School until the fall will be 
Sunday, May 21. 


