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New Summer  
Worship Times  

Saturday, 5:00 p.m. 
in Lundin Hall 

 
Sunday, 9:00 a.m.  

in the Nave 
 

Sunday, 10:30 a.m. 
God Time!  

in Lundin Hall 
 

Atonement Lutheran Church  

5 Wyomissing  Blvd . ,  Wyomissing ,  PA 19610  

Phone :   610-375-3512;  Fax  610 -375-3511;  www.atonementwyo .org    

Be a Hero at Atonement’s VBS!  

June 19-23, 8:45-11:30 a.m. 

For children age 3 by January 2017  (must be potty 

trained) 

through those completing Grade 4 

 

At VBS Hero Central, your children will enjoy an interactive, energizing, 

Bible-based good time as they discover their strength in God. They will be-

come Heroes, equipped for an active life with God.  Through a hero verse 

and daily hero codes, they will explore how to follow God’s mission. 

 

Each morning children will be engaged in story, music, crafts, games, and 

science discoveries.  There will be tasty snacks to enjoy and connections 

with other heroes their age.  Along the way, the Heroes will hear about our 

immediate mission project for the week:  providing meals to the hungry at 

just 25 cents each!  They will watch our charts explode as they respond to 

this call for action.  And throughout the week, our mascot, Flame the red 

panda, will be there to lead the charge. 

Register your hero today either through the form found on page 6 or through 

our website at www.atonementwyo.org. 

 

Let’s go! 

 

And please join us on Sunday, June 25, at 9:00 a.m. for our VBS Celebra-

tion Worship as our Heroes share their adventures from this week. 

 

Help is needed.  Adults and youth from grade 5 on up are needed to serve 

throughout the week as group leaders, craft leaders, game leaders, and 

nursery assistants.  We also need help beforehand in decorating rooms and 

preparing craft supplies.  To help, please sign at the bottom of the VBS reg-

istration form found in this newsletter, through our website, 

www.atonementwyo.org, or by contacting Kathy Yenser 

(kyenser@atonementwyo.org or 610-375-3512).  Thank you in advance for 

your participation.  Through the help of many hands, this week is enjoyable 

and energizing for all ages! 
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Psalm 150 

Praise the Lord. 

Praise God in his sanctuary; 

    praise him in his mighty heavens. 
2 Praise him for his acts of power; 

    praise him for his surpassing greatness. 
3 Praise him with the sounding of the trumpet, 

    praise him with the harp and lyre, 
4 praise him with timbrel and dancing, 

    praise him with the strings and pipe, 
5 praise him with the clash of cymbals, 

    praise him with resounding cymbals. 
6 Let everything that has breath praise 

the Lord. 

Praise the Lord. 

 

Dear Atonement Family; 

In my early years as a pastor, I had a copy of 

an audio version of the Bible, with Sir Law-

rence Olivier reading.  I’ll always remember is 

reading of the psalm above, 150.  His reading 

started low and slow building in a final cre-

scendo LET EVERYTHING THAT 

BREATHES (He paused for three beats) 

PRAISE THE LORD! (Then silence) 

 

As I stopped the recording I had the feeling of 

having really worshiped.   

 

When we worship as a community, it’s im-

portant that we focus our attention on the three 

dimensions of the worship experience.  What 

are these, you ask?   

 Hearing what God has to say to us… 

 Speaking and singing our praise to God for 

all God has done… 

 Seeing, hearing, and responding to one 

another as God’s beloved people.   

 

So far as the first part, hearing what God has to 

say, a recent Gallup poll asked worship attend-

ers what was most important about their wor-

ship experience.  Three quarters of respondents 

said the sermon.  This was for two reasons.  

One, to better understand and learn about scrip-

ture, and two, to better know how to apply 

From Pastor Stoddard 

scripture in their daily lives.  Frankly, this places a 

certain burden on preachers like Pr. Julie and me.  

What we do in that eight to twelve minutes of ser-

monizing needs to meet you where you are and help 

you move forward in faith and understanding.   

 

We know that hearing in worship is an issue.  We 

will soon be sharing information with you about a 

strategy to address this issue as one part of a funding 

appeal.  Not being able to hear in worship blocks the 

first purpose of worship.   

 

We focus a lot at Atonement on the manner of our 

praise of God in worship.  Sometimes for some this 

feels formal or old fashioned.  Because of this we 

have been exploring alternative approaches to wor-

ship that remain true to the meaning of worship 

while bending the envelope in innovative ways.  

God Time is one such experiment.  The whole sum-

mer worship schedule is another such experiment.  

Saturday services together with the combined 9:00 

a.m. service will explore ways to stir our hearts in 

praise of all that God has done for us.   

 

Finally, “Seeing, hearing and responding…”  This 

one is largely on us as a community.  I encourage 

you, as you come to church to follow my lead and 

join me in welcoming all who come through our 

doors.  Enjoy a cup of coffee, and linger after wor-

ship and spend some time extending your circle of 

friends in Christ.   

 

Our Narthex was a huge advance in design in 1995, 

being much larger and more inviting than the small 

foyer in Lundin Hall.  There are proposals to make 

this space larger and more community friendly.  

You’ll be hearing soon about these plans and a fund-

ing appeal to support this work.  However, facilities 

alone do not make a community.  We make the com-

munity together as we are intentional about seeing, 

greeting, and extending the care of this community 

to others.   

 

 I’m blessed to be in your service, 

 Pr. Greg 
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From Pastor Recher 

Deuteronomy 6:4-7 

Hear, O Israel: The LORD is our God, the LORD 

alone. 5 You shall love the LORD your God with 

all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all 

your might. 6 Keep these words that I am com-

manding you today in your heart. 7 Recite them to 

your children and talk about them when you are 

at home and when you are away, when you lie 

down and when you rise.  

 

The last couple of months I’ve been teaching 

through this newsletter about the Faith5 (see be-

low!), and hoping you will put it into your regular 

daily faith practice.  We’re on step 3:  Talk.  Talk 

about God’s word!  Talk about what you have 

read and how it relates to your highs and lows.  

Most people feel ill-equipped to do this part, like 

they need a seminary degree to interpret scripture.  

However, the command is to be constantly talking 

about God’s word, so that we are interpreting to-

gether and letting it form us as people.   God 

wants us to be engaging our faith in meaningful 

ways, and what better way than relating the scrip-

ture (God’s word, which tells us about who God 

is and who we are) to our everyday lives?   

 

Perhaps the verse you read this week won’t relate 

specifically to your own highs and lows on one 

day or other, but maybe it speaks to you different-

ly today than it did yesterday than it will tomor-

row.  What is God saying to you through it this 

time?  Or perhaps an easier question is, how do 

you feel when you read/hear those words?  Com-

fort?  Hope?  Conviction?  A stirring within your 

heart?  Don’t be afraid to explore, question, puz-

zle, wonder, or declare joyfully what you feel 

God might be saying.   

 

Each and every one of us is a theologian – which 

simply means that we think and talk about God – 

and sometimes the youngest among us have the 

most to teach us in the wondering and exploring 

of what God might be like.  In having these kinds 

of conversations, you’ll begin to see how God is 

alive and active in your life and/or the lives of 

those around you.   

 

If you have questions about any of the scripture 

readings or anything that comes up in your con-

versations, I (and I’m sure Pastor Greg will 

agree) would be happy to talk with you about it – 

that’s what we’re here for!     

 

 Blessings to you all!   

 Pastor Julie  

 

P.S.  If you haven’t started already, it’s not too 

late to jump on the bandwagon.  We’ll be giving 

Faith5 handouts during the summer with a theme 

verse from the Sunday reading to use throughout 

the week.  You can also go online to previous 

newsletters if you want a refresher on the first 

two steps – or talk to me any time!   

 

Refresher on The Faith5 (Rich Melheim):   

 Share – your high point and low point of the 

day with family or trusted friend 

 Read – a verse or more out of scripture 

 Talk– talk about how your highs and lows 

relate to the scripture reading 

 Pray 

 Bless 

Food Packing June 22 

Feed the hungry. This year’s VBS theme is 

Heroes, and we’ll be learning how to be 

heroes for God in the world. Once again as 

a part of Day Camp, we will be packaging 

meals for the Food Bank.  Any one of us 

can be a hero by sponsoring some meals 

($.25 apiece!) and/or by helping us package 

them on Thursday, June 22, from 1:00 to 

4:00 p.m. down in the gym. Our goal is 

10,000 meals.  Speak with Pastor Julie or 

simply place your donation, marked “Food 

Pack,” in the offering plate.  
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Thanks to our Music Ministry Volunteers 

Atonement Choir: 

Kathy Bickhart 

Ellen Bryan 

Anndria Ciabattoni 

Barry Ciabattoni 

Sue Colon 

Donna Danielski 

Sue Durand 

C. Louise Fair 

Kathryn Fellman 

Steve Fellman 

Joanna Gardner 

Lise Gerhard 

Ed Hein 

Michelle Huber 

Bill Laubach 

Stephen Longenecker, Jr. 

Carole Lusch 

Jack Lusch 

Barb Mishler 

Gary Mishler 

Tracy Ravert 

Rod Roberts 

Chris Spang 

Cara Walter 

Ray Warmkessel 

Sally Youngcourt 

 

Choir Librarian: 

Judy Stoudt 

 

Atonement Youth Singers: 

Marina Biltcliff 

Lydia Botterbusch 

Kate Hafer 

Elizabeth Harenza 

Brooke Herb 

Emily Shirk 

Rachel Shirk 

Emily Weidner 

Lydia Yenser 

Alleluia Singers: 

Evelyn Eastman 

Ian Hopkins 

Makayla Ledo 

Ian Levering 

Madison McCrae 

Brayden Reis 

Zoe Shirk 

Trevor Witsoe 

 

Spirit Singers: 

Timmy Biltcliff 

Shannon Bratton 

Emma Calicchio 

Amelia Eastman 

Sabrina Gross 

Olivia Levering 

Macy Lord 

Kyleigh McCrae 

Grace O’Reilly 

Kate O’Reilly 

Quinn Orzechowski 

 

Atonement Ringers: 

Jess Bialek 

Joanne Gabel 

Maureen Klahr 

Shirley Levengood 

Carole Lusch 

Sean McCrae 

Linda Sell 

Heidi Silverman 

Susan Smith 

Sally Youngcourt 

Tina Ziegler 

 

 

 

 

 

Atonement Flute Ensemble: 

Abi Bashore 

Kathryn Fellman 

Joanna Gardner 

Audrey Keller 

Eve Kimball 

Danielle Rothwell 

Cathy Stephen 

Lydia Yenser 

Sally Youngcourt 

 

Atonement Praise Band: 

Jordan Bickhart 

Kathy Bickhart 

Ellen Bryan 

Anndria Ciabattoni 

Barry Ciabattoni 

Eve Kimball 

Stephen Longenecker, Jr. 

Dave Mattes 

Sean McCrae 

Pam Shields 

Matt Shirk 

 

As our choir season is winding down for the summer, we thank all of the volunteers who participate in 

Atonement’s Music Ministry. Your music enlivens and enriches our worship! We are always looking for 

new members in all of our music groups.  Please see Tom Yenser if you are interested in joining. Look for a 

new season of choir schedules beginning again in September. 
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Council Corner 

Summer Small Groups  

May has been an extremely busy month!!  Last 

month, after over a year of working with archi-

tects, the Steering Committee presented its rec-

ommendations to council.  On Monday night, 

May 15th, the Council approved the Steering 

Committee’s recommendations for the priorities 

of a capital appeal to fund the projects.  We will 

now be working to establish goals and are plan-

ning to present the groundwork of this effort to 

the congregation at a later date.   

 

In addition, water samples done throughout the 

buildings and parsonage have come back free of 

any lead contamination, and air/mold samples 

show mold in several unfinished areas in the 

basement and mezzanine.  The gym shows ex-

tremely high humidity, but there is NO mold.  

This is a safety priority, and we will be working 

to remediate the situation as soon as possible.    

 

 Sharon Calder, Council President 

June 27, July 11, 18, 25, and August 1, 2017 

 

As summer quickly approaches, prayerfully consider 

how you might participate in Atonement’s Summer 

Small Groups. Small groups are a wonderful way to 

deepen faith, grow spiritually, have fun, connect 

with friends and meet new friends. 

 

The program begins at 6:15 p.m. with a dinner op-

tion, and then moves to small groups beginning at 

7:00 p.m. and ending at approximately 8 p.m. It is 

recovery friendly and open to both church members 

and non-members. All are welcome! 

 

This year there are three new and distinct options to 

choose from: 

 

Different Belief Systems and Faith Practices- This 

small group will explore different belief systems, 

faith traditions and spiritual practices such as Juda-

ism, Islam, Eastern and Native American traditions. 

We will explore common themes within them all, as 

well as the unique virtues of each of the traditions. 

 

Lutheran Tensions- Just in time for the 500th anni-

versary of the Reformation, this option delves into 

Lutheran tensions. Martin Luther’s theology held 

many tensions which affected how he (and we cur-

rent Lutherans!) read scripture and experience God 

and ourselves. Some of these tensions yielded para-

doxes, the most famous of which is that Luther said 

the Christian is both saint and sinner simultaneously. 

Others were more helpful ways to teach: looking at 

scripture through the dual lens of both Law and Gos-

pel, and experiencing God’s reign through Two 

Kingdoms. Explore with us as we delve into some of 

these tensions and discover if and why this theology 

still means something to us. 

 

Prayer Bead/ Journal Making Workshop- This is 

a hands-on arts and crafts workshop. it will consist 

of the following two parts: (1) Since the time of the 

Desert Fathers in the 3rd and 4th centuries, Chris-

tians have used strings of beads to guide their pray-

ers, meditations and devotions. In this workshop you 

will string your own set of prayer beads and outline 

a personal devotional practice to accompany your 

bead creation, and (2).make a handmade journal us-

ing bookbinding needle and thread. You will 

learn a simple pamphlet stitch to construct a 

12-20 page book with a decorative cover. 

This journal will be used for prayer notes, 

favorite devotions, ‘God moments’, grati-

tudes-- whatever is speaking to your heart. 

All materials will be supplied for these activi-

ties for a fee of $20 (which covers both). 

Scholarships are available. (Note: this work-

shop is limited to the first 10 registrants who 

choose this option.) 

 

You are encouraged to register for Summer 

Small Groups online at 

www.atonementwyo.org.   Click on ‘Events’ 

at the top of the homepage. Go to ‘All Cate-

gories’ and select ‘Adult Ministries’. Click on 

any of the dates for SSG, and you will find 

the registration form. You may also fill out a 

yellow registration form which will be on the 

narthex table, and turn it into the church of-

fice. The deadline for registration is June 18. 

 

We sincerely hope you will consider Summer 

Small Groups this year. All are welcome! 
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From the Health Ministry Team: 
   Lyme Disease 

Summertime brings sunshine, warmth, vacations, and 

yes, ticks. Lyme disease (named after the town - Old 

Lyme, Connecticut where the illness was first discov-

ered) is caused by the bacteria borrelia burgdorferi trans-

mitted by a deer tick bite. The disease is very prevalent 

in Pennsylvania since most deer ticks are infected with 

the microorganism. The deer tick is a very small tick 

(unlike the larger dog tick) and resides on white tail deer 

and on the white-footed mouse. People will contact the 

deer tick as they walk through wooded or grassy areas. 

Once the tick attaches and bites and feeds, it will then 

inject the bacteria into the individual.  

 

Lyme disease initially presents with a fever, body aches, 

and possible headache and a general run down lethargy; 

symptoms are very similar to the flu.  One will develop a 

red “bulls-eye” rash at the tick bite site and in about 50% 

to 80% of cases a diffuse “bulls-eye” rash (erythema mi-

grans) will spread over the entire body. It is diagnosed 

with a blood test and treated with a broad-spectrum anti-

biotic for at least 21 days (there is some controversy over 

the duration of treatment). If the disease is left untreated 

during this first stage its initial symptoms will resolve, 

but it will progress months or years later to stage two and 

stage three which affects the heart, muscles, joints and 

then neurological systems. Treatment for these later two 

stages is much more complicated and less effective. 

 

Prevention is key to Lyme disease. When visiting wood-

ed or grassy areas, wear long pants and long sleeved 

shirts, tuck pants legs into socks, and use insect repellant 

(DEET). After your hike, examine your entire body for 

ticks. The less time the tick is attached to your body, the 

less chance of contracting Lyme disease. Usually it takes 

a tick 36 to 48 hours to attach, bite, feed and then inject 

the bacteria into its host. Look carefully since the deer 

tick is very small and its nymph stage (which is more 

infectious) is ever smaller. To remove the tick, simply 

grab it with a fine tweezers and pull it off completely. If 

one develops any of the early Lyme disease symptoms, 

see your health professional for prompt diagnosis and 

treatment. 

 

For more information, visit www.cdc.gov 

Ken Lord, MD 

 

Preschool News 

This summer the preschool is offering a 

variety of summer programs.  All are wel-

come!   

 

Our Extended Preschool Year (3-5 year 

olds, must be potty trained) runs June 1, 2, 

5-7 and is $100/5 days.   Our Summer 

Come & Play (3-5 year olds, must be potty 

trained) runs June 13-15, June 27-29, July 

5-7, July 18-20, July 25-27 and Aug. 1-3 

and is $60/3-day week.  These programs 

include play time, art, recess, story, music 

& more!  Students pack a snack and refilla-

ble water bottle.   

 

Our Naturalist Camp (4-6 year olds) runs 

July 10-14 or July 24-28 and is $125/week.  

Children will explore and discover nature 

including planting, fireflies, bald eagles and 

ocean animals.  This camp includes a snack.  

 

All camps run 9:00am-12:00pm.  Space is 

limited and filling up quickly.  Contact 

Mrs. Dauber for more information at 610-

375-8049 or jdauber@atonementwyo.org. 

 

Atonement Christian Preschool’s registra-

tion for fall 2017 is still open.  There are 

openings in our 3 year old classes, after-

noon 4 year old class and Explorer enrich-

ment for 4 and 5 year olds.  Contact Mrs. 

Dauber to schedule a tour. 

From the Prayer Ministry Team 

I believe that God placed the BEST things in 

life on the other side of fear.  

 

 Submitted by  

 Stefanie Hoffa Skokowski  
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WBMD Music Camp 

Atonement Staff 
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Greg Stoddard, Interim Pastor                                                                         gstoddard@atonementwyo.org 

Julie Recher, Associate Pastor                                                                              jrecher@atonementwyo.org 

Tom Yenser, Director of Music                                                                            tyenser@atonementwyo.org 

Jen Dauber, Preschool Director                                                                           jdauber@atonementwyo.org 

Arthur Wyse, Visitation Pastor                                                                                arthurbwyse@yahoo.com 

Kathy Yenser, Director of Children’s Ministry                                                   kyenser@atonementwyo.org 

Jo Eileen Sturgis, Parish Secretary                                                              jsturgis@atonementwyo.org 

Scott Gruver, Financial Secretary                                                                        sgruver@atonementwyo.org 

Tom Gresh, Property Manager                                                                              tgresh@atonementwyo.org 

Mick Bryan, Sexton                                                                                                       lmb2515@comcast.net 

Tom Scornavacchi, Mission Developer                                                      tscornavacchi@atonementwyo.org 

Michelle Endy, Room Coordinator                                                                    calendar@atonementwyo.org 

Ken Lord, Congregational Health Advocate                                                           klord@atonementwyo.org 

Stephen Longenecker, God Time Coordinator                                           slongenecker@atonementwyo.org 

Congratulations to two of Atonement's youth who 

are this year's recipients of the following awards: 

 

Lydia Yenser has received the Jeanne M. Chaney 

Memorial Book Award. The recipients of this 

award, which has been given annually to a high-

school senior accepted at a credentialed college, 

exemplify the qualities of scholarship, leadership, 

faith, integrity, service, citizenship, and fitness. 

Lydia is headed to Northeastern University in Bos-

ton. 

 

Madison Feeman is the recipient of the Martin Lu-

ther Service award. The award, new for 2017, is 

given to a high-school senior pursuing higher edu-

cation who has served "in and through Atonement, 

testifying to his/her Christian faith." Madison will 

matriculate at Millersville University. 

 

Scholarships Awarded 

Kids of the Kingdom 

Hosted by Atonement Lutheran Church  

August 7-11, 2017 

9:30 AM – 12 Noon  

For children entering Grades 2-7 

 

This year music camp will be 

led by Tom Yenser and Tama 

McConnell.  The campers will 

learn music and some simple 

choreography  during their 

week of camp and perform the 

show on Friday.  

 

Cost is just $20 per child – or a maximum of $50 

per family!  Scholarships and transportation will 

be provided if needed.   

 

Registration materials are available on the round 

table in the narthex, or from the church office. 

 

Plan to come Friday, August 11 at 1:00 p.m. to 

see the kids perform and stay for ice cream af-

ter the show! 

Congratulations to all our graduates! 


