
 

 

Volume 17, Issue 6 

ATONEMENT IN ACTION 

From Pastor Stoddard 

 

2 

  

From Pastor Recher 3 

Music Ministry 4 

Summer Small Groups 5 

Health Ministry 

Preschool News 

6 

VBS Registration Form 7 

Youth News 8, 9,  

Music Camp, Chaney 

Award 

10 

Inside this issue: 

August, 2017 

Summer  
Worship Times  

Saturday, 5:00 p.m. 
in Lundin Hall 

 
Sunday, 9:00 a.m.  

in the Nave 
 

Sunday, 10:30 a.m. 
God Time!  

in Lundin Hall 
 

Atonement Lutheran Church  

5 Wyomissing  Blvd . ,  Wyomissing ,  PA 19610  

Phone :   610-375-3512;  Fax  610 -375-3511;  www.atonementwyo .org    

Our New 
Kids’ Space 

Reformation Breakfast  

Come to Our 

Reformation 

Breakfast Cele-

bration!  On 

Sunday, Sep-

tember 10, at 

9:00 a.m.,  join 

us in Lundin 

Hall for a pancake breakfast as we 

celebrate the 500th anniversary of 

the Reformation and return to our 

fall worship and faith enrichment 

schedule.  Rumor has it that Mar-

tin Luther and his wife Katie will 

visit us that day!  Come, welcome 

our guests from 1517 and hear 

how their family connected with 

the church.  People of all ages are 

invited to join us for delicious 

food, great fellowship, and a 

glimpse of why the Reformation 

is still an important part of our 

lives today.   

 

The worship and faith enrichment 

schedule for that weekend is: 

 

Saturday, September 9 

5:00 p.m. worship celebration in 

Lundin Hall 

 

Sunday, September 10: 

8:15 a.m. worship celebration in 

the nave 

9:00 a.m. Reformation breakfast 

in Lundin Hall 

10:15 a.m. God Time! in Lundin 

Hall 

11:00 a.m. worship celebration 

with the Praise Band in the 

nave 

FALL PREVIEW EDITION 

You may have noticed a new child-

friendly area at the front of our tra-

ditional worship space.  To encour-

age hospitality and a feeling of wel-

come to young families, we are 

experimenting with this space as an 

option for families with children 

age 0-3.  Why?  Often parents are 

self-conscious about the wiggly-

ness and noise their children make, 

and so sit really far back or in the 

Privacy/Cry Room.  While these 

are fine options, we also want par-

ents to know it’s not only OK, but 

wonderful for children to be in 

worship, to learn the rhythms of the 

liturgy while doing age-appropriate 

things (such as wiggling and ma-

nipulating soft toys).   

 

Pastor Greg and I are super excited 

that this space has already been 

used and trust that the joy of having 

children in worship (even with a 

little noise) is contagious.  We trust 

that parents will take children out if 

the noise gets too high, but a little 

child noise reminds us that the 

church is alive and growing, and is 

thus something to celebrate!   

 

If you have ques-

tions about the use 

of this space, feel 

free to speak with 

either Pastor, or 

reference the Pray Ground website 

at www.graceofav.org/prayground 

with pictures and FAQs. 
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Martin Luther’s reform of worship centers on 

gospel proclamation in its various manifesta-

tions. Gospel-centered worship necessarily de-

centers the individual in his or her own quest 

for fulfillment or meaning. It de-centers the 

community from an inward, self-sufficient, 

closed-border understanding of identity. God 

comes to the believer and the community in 

worship through means (that is, through 

preaching and the administration of the sacra-

ments). These means disrupt, confront, create, 

renew, and re-orient faith and love. 

Dirk G. Lange: Martin Luther’s Re-

form of Worship– The Oxford Re-

search Encyclopedia 

 

We had two aims going into this summer’s 

worship experiment.  First, we wanted to test a 

Saturday worship service to see if our member-

ship would use it as an alternative to Sunday 

when convenient.  Second, we wanted to ex-

plore worship as a whole community through a 

single service at 9:00 a.m., followed by God 

Time at 10:30 a.m.  We are appreciative of the 

forbearance of the congregation in working 

with this alternative schedule this summer.  

And, I have enjoyed the extended interaction of 

our members during and after worship. 

 

What we’ve learned so far is that there appears 

to be a place for a Saturday service at Atone-

ment.  Attendance has ranged from 15 to 47, 

averaging somewhere around 20.  We’ve 

worked at some of the weak spots in the ser-

vice as the summer has progressed, but gener-

ally the format has been appreciated by those 

who have used it steadily.   

 

We also know that the 9:00 a.m. service time 

on Sunday doesn’t work well for everyone.  It 

is in actuality a hardship for some older mem-

From Pastor Stoddard:  Planning for Fall Worship 

bers who simply can’t get here that early.  We also 

know that for others the togetherness and chance to 

get to know people across service times has been 

welcomed.  In fact, some have advocated for pre-

serving the single main service on Sunday, and we 

also know that others would not welcome a perma-

nent summer schedule.   

 

May I say, from the pastoral perspective, that wor-

ship is an important part of the Christian disciple’s 

discipline.  I’ve said this from the pulpit.  Christian 

discipleship is a commitment to feed the spirit 

through worship, the mind through study, and those 

in need through service and generous giving.   

Those who worship regularly over a lifetime come 

to expect a kind of steady, reliable routine to the 

worship experience.  This includes having habits of 

time preference, style, focus, and music.  This is, in 

my mind, less about “traditional worship,” as tradi-

tion in worship has many meanings, and more about 

what we’ve come to prefer or made our habit in wor-

ship.  So, understanding that all of us, including me,  

our preferences, worship is not fundamentally about 

what we have come to prefer, or that with which we 

have become comfortable.  Likewise, worship is not 

necessarily about whether a service entertains or 

energizes because of its form or music.   

 

Then what is worship in our Lutheran context?  As 

Lange states in the introductory paragraph above, 

Lutheran worship is “worship centered on the Gos-

pel proclamation.”  Through preaching and the sac-

raments, we are “de-centered” as persons and a com-

munity.  I take this to mean that worship, when it’s 

working, re-focuses us on what God has done and is 

doing, and challenges us to integrate that focus and 

put it to work in our lives, both individually and as a 

church.   

 

Early in my ministry I heard the old saying, “Good 

preaching comforts the afflicted and afflicts the 

comfortable.”  I expect that worship centered in the 

Gospel will do just this.  And, if we are to be faithful 

in our discipleship, we will need to worship with 

regularity so that we do not simply slide back into 

our personal “quest for fulfillment or meaning.”   

   (continued on page 3) 
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From Pastor Stoddard 
(continued) 

We have wrestled with how to schedule worship 

and faith enrichment (education) this fall.  What 

we will attempt is still something of an experi-

ment.  Starting September 9 and 10, we will hold 

four worship services on a weekend.  Worship 

times are as follows: 

 5:00 p.m. Saturday Informal Worship with 

Communion, Lundin Hall 

 8:15 a.m. Early Worship with Communion 

 9:30 a.m. Faith Enrichment  

 10:15 a.m. God Time, Lundin Hall 

 11:00 a.m. Late Worship with Communion 

 

It has been exciting and invigorating to have the 

worship space feel filled on Sundays through 

this summer.  There will likely be some sense of 

letdown in September if we return to the pattern 

of attendance we had in the spring: less than 100 

at the early service and barely more than 100 at 

the late service.  The common wisdom is that by 

adding a service, a congregation will increase 

overall attendance.  We hope the continuation of 

the Saturday service into the fall will do this.  

However, my most fervent prayer for Atone-

ment, as a faith community, is that it will find a 

resurgence in its life and vitality through re-

newed commitment to regular worship.  And 

that is very likely the biggest part of our fall 

worship plan.   

Capital Campaign Update 

Terry Reed has previously talked with us about the 

Atonement Master Plan, a comprehensive plan for the 

renovation and completion of program space in the 

church. In June the Church Council set phase 1 priori-

ties based on those projects that most immediately 

affect our life here at Atonement.  We are now plan-

ning to undertake a Capital Appeal Campaign in the 

fall. We have retained the services of Kairos again, 

and they will be helping us through it. 

 

Our first priority for renovation of Atonement is the 

sound system, organ, and inoperative A/V equipment 

in the sanctuary. By replacing the audio system in the 

nave, people will finally hear what is going on.  We 

also want to preserve the function of the organ, and 

be able to stream worship services to members.   

 

Second, we want to enlarge and redesign the Nar-

thex in a manner that creates a welcoming, more 

interactive pre-worship space, adding a coffee house 

type of feeling in the newly expanded area. 

 

Finally, we have had persistent maintenance con-

cerns, which for reasons of cost have been deferred. 

A portion of the money raised in the capital appeal 

will address the most immediate of those concerns. 

 

We are looking to raise about $1,000,000. We are 

organizing a capital appeals committee under the 

direction of Dr. Dan Kimball, and a building com-

mittee to oversee the work. We are beginning the 

Appeals process with key people and anticipate be-

ing prepared for a capital funds campaign in No-

vember. 

 

Work will be done as we have the money to do it. 

The first thing we will address is the sound system 

to make sure that everyone can hear what is being 

said, which will involve basically gutting the sound 

room and moving controls out to the nave with min-

imal equipment. The visual component will involve 

two large screens on either side of the altar, along 

with cameras in the back to record the worship ser-

vices and stream to people who are homebound. 

 

We will make more detailed information available 

to you in the near future regarding the narthex itself 

and probably moving the nursery from the base-

ment. This is definitely a work in progress, and we 

ask for your patience and understanding at this par-

ticular time. 

 

Remember that we are also in the process of looking 

for a new pastor, who will be as excited about these 

changes as we are. So, in addition to our new sum-

mer service times and Saturday evening services, we 

have a lot going on - again, we will keep you ap-

prised of everything as it happens. 

 

Thank you. 

Sharon Calder 

Congregation Council President 
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From Pastor Recher 

Devote yourselves to prayer, keeping alert in it 

with thanksgiving.  Colossians 4:2 

 

The Bible is chock full of insights about prayer, 

with over 300 occurrences of the words pray and 

prayer throughout Scripture.  We hear different 

stories of people praying or offering prayer in all 

kinds of circumstances:  in public or in private, by 

oneself or with a whole group or in worship.  

There are commands to pray, teaching on prayer, 

enumerations of the benefits of prayer, and both 

questions and promises about God’s hearing our 

every prayer.  We even have a whole prayer book 

(that’s what Luther considered the book of 

Psalms)!  Psalms include all kinds of prayers of 

lament, joy, thanksgiving, praise, cries for help, 

questioning God’s presence, affirming God’s 

care, and more.  Given all these examples, one 

thing becomes clear:  there is no one right way to 

pray.   

 

However, many (if not most!) people feel uncom-

fortable praying out loud, even with those whom 

they trust most.  Because prayer is an essential 

part of our spiritual health and connection with 

God, the Faith5 includes it every night and invites 

us to practice.  Hopefully some of the following 

insights will be helpful, and remember that only 

with practice will you become more comfortable!   

 

Prayer comes from the heart – in conjunction with 

the Faith5, you’ll be praying with each other right 

after hearing one another’s highs and lows and a 

verse from God’s word.  Whatever joys were ex-

pressed can certainly be lifted up as thanksgivings 

and the lows as prayer requests for each person.  

Your words don’t have to be eloquent, they just 

have to be true and heartfelt.  The same is true 

anytime you pray.   

 

Prayer is about talking (and listening) to God – 

Make sure you are addressing God (not talking to 

or at the people around you).  You’ve already 

talked about highs and lows together – it’s time to 

turn your attention directly to God and give up the 

control (or lack of control) in those situations over 

to God’s care.  It’s also great to take a moment of 

silence before, after, or during your spoken prayer 

to allow yourselves to dwell in God’s presence 

with you and the trust that God hears you.   

 

Prayer is both personal and outward-looking – 

God wants us to talk to God and ask for what we 

need.  Prayer is often outward-looking to those 

around you, your community and the world at 

large, but it is not selfish to pray for your own 

and your family’s concerns too.   

 

Prayer is about relationship – We are blessed by a 

God who wants to be in relationship with us – so 

one of the best ways to maintain and build that 

relationship is through prayer.  If you’re inclined 

to skip over intentional prayer during your day, 

just think about your relationships with family 

and friends.  How many of them would be strong, 

loving, trust-filled relationships if you stopped 

communicating with them at all, or spoke only 

infrequently and perfunctorily?  The more you 

communicate with God, the more of a connection 

you will experience.   

 

Prayer for the Faith5 can be done different ways 

– each person can speak, or you can take turns as 

to who will pray for everyone that night.  Honor 

and encourage children in their prayers, and don’t 

forget that modeling is super important – if 

you’re afraid to pray, they probably will be too!   

 

Blessings to you all!   

Pastor Julie  

 

P.S.  If you haven’t started with the Faith5 al-

ready, it’s never too late and super easy to catch 

on to make it a healthy spiritual habit.  You can 

find more details on each of the steps in my col-

umn of the previous few newsletters on our web-

site or by clicking the Faith5 button under Wor-

ship on Atonement’s homepage!   

 

 (Continued on page 5) 

Refresher on The Faith5 (Rich Melheim):   
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Nigerian Family Update 

Blood Drive 

Share – your high point and low point of the day 

with family or trusted friend 

Read – a verse or more out of scripture – we’re 

providing theme verses each week this summer! 

Talk – talk about how the scripture reading re-

lates to you/your family  

Pray– share with God directly and ask for what 

each of your companions needs. 

Bless -  

From Pastor Recher 
(continued) 

Women of Atonement News 

Women of Atonement invite you to our luncheon 

in Lundin Hall, Saturday, September 16, at noon. 

We have invited Julia  Coffin of Lutheran Immi-

gration and Refugee Services to speak.  Julia is a 

Program Specialist for Detention and Visitation 

for LIRS. She works out of Baltimore Maryland.  

Julia is most qualified to speak to us about those 

seeking asylum status from their detention in the 

Berks Detention Center in Bern Township. We 

are also concerned to learn about the rights of the 

Nigerian family WBMD has been helping, with 

other churches, to secure asylum status. Certainly 

this is a timely concern, because we know that 

there are more world wide refugees now than 

since 1945. Luncheon is $10.00 and is catered by 

our Jack and Susie Williams. You are certainly 

welcome to attend just the speaking event at 1:00 

p.m. in Lundin Hall. There will be a sign up sheet 

in the narthex later in August. 

Our monthly Bible study will begin in October 

and follow the program in Gather magazine from 

the ELCA. 

Dear Atonement, 

My name is Adetola Johnson.  My family has 

come as refugees from Nigeria to find peace and 

protection in America.  I appreciate everyone 

who has helped us begin our resettlement in 

America.  Our next challenge is housing.  We 

have found an apartment in West Reading.  The 

finances are such that we must pay 6 months in 

advance.  We have a down payment and are hop-

ing for more help in securing our housing until 

we receive refugee asylum.  I am a family man of 

five.  I have three children, two boys and a girl.  

One of the reasons we are moving to West Read-

ing is the good school district.  I am not yet able 

to receive a working permit; therefore I need as-

sistance with housing.  My family believes that 

America is where we should be to make sure we 

are safe and protected.  Needed are beds, a kitch-

en table, dishes, kitchen supplies, furniture, bed 

linens and bathroom supplies, air conditioners, a 

grocery cart.  Also, cash donations of any amount 

toward our rent and electric bills can be ad-

dressed to the West Berks Mission District.  

Please make checks payable to WBMD. 

 

Please bring your donations to the coatroom 

across from the church office.  With large items, 

call for pick-up.  For more information, contact 

Gail Dawson-White at 610-372-1131. 

 

The quarterly blood drive will be held at Atone-

ment in Lundin Hall on Tuesday, August 8, 

from noon to 5:00 p.m.   If you have not already 

signed up, the sheet is in the narthex, OR you 

can sign up on-line at giveapint.org.  Go to 

Blood Drives and search by zip 19610.   Check 

Mobile and put start and end dates as 8/8/17. 

 Then select Atonement and click on the sched-

ule.  You can sign up for any available slot.  The 

summer is always hardest for a blood drive, be-

cause so many people are on vacation.  Please 

consider donating at this very needy time. Any 

questions, please call the coordinator, Sharon 

Calder, at 610-796-8728, or email 

at szcalder@comcast.net. 

http://giveapint.org
mailto:szcalder@comcast.net
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From Your Stewardship Team 

God's love . . . First fruits . . .”I believe" . 

 . . A way of living  . . . God's resources . . .  

 

These simple phrases, and many others, speak 

to us about how we serve God through our 

church community.  

 

Yes, we are truly blessed to be able to serve. 

And it's through your gracious gifts of time, 

talent, and treasure that all this is possible. 

 

It's also easy to take for granted all that is done 

by you to make our church, and everything 

connected to our church, possible.  

 

For example, it is because of your gracious 

gifts that there is: light in the sanctuary, a com-

fortable environment for worship, mowed 

lawns, tended gardens, sidewalks shoveled, 

parking lots plowed, bulletins, wonderful mu-

sic and very talented choirs, fresh flowers, cof-

fee and tea in the Narthex, communion set-up, 

adequately maintained paraments, ushers, dea-

cons, greeters, lectors, clergy and staff, Sunday 

School teachers, programs and ministries too 

numerous to mention individually here . . . the 

list goes on and on.  

 

Through God's grace and your generosity, we 

have a vibrant, loving, giving, and living 

church! Thank you for all you do. 

 

One thing we would ask to help us even out our 

budgeting, is to consider using the Simply Giv-

ing option for tithing. Simply Giving is a safe, 

automatic withdrawal system that allows you to 

determine how much you wish to give, and 

when, and then simply withdraws that amount 

from your designated account and sends it to 

the church. Many of you already use this meth-

od and know how well it works. It also gives 

the church a more even income stream 

throughout the year and allows us to cover our 

expenses in a more systematic fashion. 

Stewardship is not all about money, but money 

is one of the many important factors in how we 

as God’s people at Atonement carry out God’s 

mission both locally and globally.   

 

And, if you think about it, where would we be 

without God's loving embrace? Because it really 

is all about the love that God has for us and how 

we respond to that love.  

 

If this sounds like something that could work 

for you, we would ask you to pray and consider 

making Simply Giving a part of your commit-

ment to Atonement. For more information on 

how to get started or if you have questions, 

please contact our financial secretary Scott 

Gruver in the church office. 

 

In closing, this verse from Proverbs 3:9 was 

recently shared with our team: "Honor the Lord 

with your wealth and with the first fruits of all 

your produce."  

 

Thanks be to God! 

 

Bob Eisenbrown on behalf of the Stewardship 

Team 
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From the Prayer Ministry Team 

Our parish secretary, Jo Stur-

gis, is planning to retire in 

June of 2018.  For the past 

several years, Jo has been 

taking charge of the Angel 

Tree at Christmas time.  We 

are looking for a volunteer or 

volunteers to take over this 

task for Christmas of 2017, 

when Jo will still be here to 

help or advise the new angel 

tree coordinator.  The job involves coordination with 

Christina DeJesus of BCIU Pregnant and Teen Par-

enting Program, seeing that the angels are printed, 

cut out, and labels made (Jo or her successor will do 

any necessary printing and typing), coordinating 

with Women of Atonement for the tree set-up and 

decoration, and coordinating with Sharon Calder for 

her book collection.  You will also need to log in the 

gifts as they come to the church and contact the do-

nors of gifts which have not come in before the 

deadline. 

 

Second, we are looking for someone to oversee the 

delivery of Christmas and Easter plants to our shut-

ins.  This was a volunteer position which went va-

cant several years ago.  The pastors will supply the 

names of the shut-ins and whoever is in the church 

office will do the labels.  It would be very helpful 

for the new volunteer to decide the best way to get 

the word out and to follow up with the volunteers.  

At Christmas we have been hanging the names on 

the Angel Tree, which can continue, or we would be 

open to figuring out a new way to present them.  We 

do need a new way at Easter because our current 

system has not been working. 

 

For more information or to volunteer, please call or 

e-mail Jo in the church office.  610-375-3512 or jst-

urgis@atonementwyo.org 

 

Thank you for considering these important positions 

at Atonement. 

Summer 2017 at Atonement Christian Pre-

school has been busy!  We have hosted two full 

weeks of Naturalist camp and five three-day 

weeks of Come & Play.  The children have had 

a great time playing and learning!   

 

As August approaches, we are preparing for the 

upcoming school year which starts with orien-

tation days on September 5 and 6.  Atonement 

Christian Preschool has openings in Tues-

day/Thursday morning 3 year old classes, 

Monday/Wednesday/Friday afternoon 4 year 

old class and Naturalist and Explorer enrich-

ment classes for 4 and 5 year olds.  Contact 

Mrs. Dauber for more information, 610-375-

8049 or jdauber@atonementwyo.org. 

Preschool News 

As Carl Jung repeatedly declared, our goal 

is wholeness, not perfection.  People living 

soul-centrically are not untroubled or un-

challenged.  They are not beyond experi-

encing times of confusion, mistakes, and 

tragedies.  They have by no means healed 

all their wounds.  They are simply on a 

path to wholeness, to becoming fully hu-

man - with all the inevitable defects and 

distresses inherent in any human story and 

with all the promise held by our uniquely 

human imagination. 

 

 Bill Plotkin,  

 Nature and the Human Soul 
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Atonement Staff 
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Greg Stoddard, Interim Pastor                                                                         gstoddard@atonementwyo.org 

Julie Recher, Associate Pastor                                                                              jrecher@atonementwyo.org 

Tom Yenser, Director of Music                                                                            tyenser@atonementwyo.org 

Jen Dauber, Preschool Director                                                                           jdauber@atonementwyo.org 

Arthur Wyse, Visitation Pastor                                                                              awyse@atonementwyo.org 

Kathy Yenser, Director of Children’s Ministry                                                   kyenser@atonementwyo.org 

Jo Eileen Sturgis, Parish Secretary                                                              jsturgis@atonementwyo.org 

Scott Gruver, Financial Secretary                                                                        sgruver@atonementwyo.org 

Tom Gresh, Property Manager                                                                              tgresh@atonementwyo.org 

Mick Bryan, Sexton                                                                                                       lmb2515@comcast.net 

Tom Scornavacchi, Mission Developer                                                      tscornavacchi@atonementwyo.org 

Michelle Endy, Room Coordinator                                                                    calendar@atonementwyo.org 

Ken Lord, Congregational Health Advocate                                                           klord@atonementwyo.org 

Stephen Longenecker, God Time Coordinator                                           slongenecker@atonementwyo.org 

Group E-mail Change to 
Mail Chimp 

Communication from Atonement via email is 

about to shift over to MailChimp, which means 

a couple of things:   

 

If you already receive the bulletin announce-

ments and newsletter emails, you don’t need to 

do anything to make the shift.  We just ask that 

you check your junk filter and mark it as safe if, 

when we make the switch, you appear not to 

receive them anymore.   

 

These emails will be able to link directly to our 

website, which will be our main hub of commu-

nication.  Newsletters will of course still be 

printed and sent to those who prefer the paper 

copy, but we hope you’ll take advantage of all 

the information on our website by referencing it 

often!   

 

If you do not receive communication via email 

at this point, it is very easy to sign up – simply 

go on our website, click resources, newsletter 

page, and fill in your information!  We hope 

you’ll find this a helpful and easy tool – we’ll 

let you know when we’re ready to make the 

switch so that you can make sure you’re still 

getting the emails!   

Kids of the Kingdom 

Hosted by Atonement Lutheran Church  

August 7-11, 2017 

9:30 AM – 12 Noon  

For children entering Grades 2-7 

 

This year music camp will be 

led by Tom Yenser and Tama 

McConnell.  The campers will 

learn music and some simple 

choreography  during their 

week of camp and perform the 

show on Friday.  

 

Cost is just $20 per child – or a maximum of $35 

per family!  Scholarships and transportation will 

be provided if needed.   

 

Registration materials are available on the round 

table in the narthex, or from the church office. 

 

Plan to come Friday, August 11 at 1:00 p.m. to 

see the kids perform and stay for ice cream af-

ter the show! 

WBMD Music Camp 


