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See page 3 for more 

 information! 

New Senior Pastor 
Coming in October 

We welcome Pastor Ryan Hersch as 

our new senior pastor.  His starting 

date will be Sunday, October 1.   

The congregational vote to extend 

the call to him was overwhelmingly 

positive, and we look forward to 

welcoming him soon.   To learn 

more about Pastor Hersch, see the 

biography on page 8. 

 

We are also grateful for everything 

that Pastor Greg Stoddard has done 

as our interim pastor over the 

course of the past year.  It has been 

a pleasure to work with him. 

Worship Survey 

The Atonement Worship Task Force 

would like your feedback!  Please 

help us by filling out a brief survey 

where you can share your feelings 

about worship at Atonement.  To go 

to the survey, use the link here: 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1F

AIpQLSf5GQ65ip9s4dk0B1KfvgCN

3A4f5BjcuOohOUUzksPFqfAmmg/v

iewform 

 

The survey can be found on our web-

site, www.atonementwyo.org.  Under 

“Connect,” click on “Ministries,” 

then “Worship.” 

 

If you are unable to complete a sur-

vey online, you may request a paper 

copy from the church office and re-

turn it to the office when completed.  

Thanks for your input! 

Saturday 
Worship 

Experiment 
 

Saturdays at 5:00 p.m in Lundin Hall, our infor-

mal, intimate, participatory worship,  will con-

tinue through the fall as well so that we can have 

more time to assess its viability.  Some members 

of the congregation love it and keep it as their 

preferred worship; others feel it is not for them, 

and that’s OK. Attendance has ranged from ten 

to forty people during the summer, and we won-

der if we’ll get more in the fall (again, with peo-

ple back in town from summer vacations). If 

you haven’t experienced this worship, please 

join us one or more Saturdays and give us your 

feedback.  Also, if you know of people who can-

not get to worship on Sunday mornings, for 

whatever reason, or who might prefer a less for-

mal worship experience, invite them!  
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Fall Worship Schedule 

Begins Saturday, Sept. 16 

 

Saturday: 
5:00 p.m. - Informal Worship with Communion 

 

Sunday: 

 8:15 a.m. Early Worship with Communion 

 9:30 a.m. Faith Enrichment (Sunday School) 

10:15 a.m. God Time 

11:00 a.m. Late Worship with Communion 

From Pastor Stoddard 

Dear friends and members of Atonement 

 

Thank you for the privilege of serving as your inter-

im senior pastor this past year.  Though I was reluc-

tant at first to accept this call, I have found the ex-

perience exciting and invigorating.  As I have often 

said to you, it has been fun to be your interim.   

 

My journey with you over these past 12 months has 

offered me the opportunity to re-engage and re-

discover a core level of pastoral identity that, frank-

ly, work in the secular world muted.  You wel-

comed me as your pastor for this season, and in so 

doing, challenged me to provide a kind of pastoral 

leadership best suited to a community of believers.  

So, I have endeavored to speak to you with faith 

and hope, pointing a direction that rests in the belief 

that God does not forsake us.   God is true to God’s 

promises.  And God calls us as his people to work 

actively, with hope and purpose, to be God’s good 

news people.   

 

During this time of transition, I renew my encour-

agement that you work actively to adopt the habits 

of discipleship.   

1. Renew your commitment to regular worship 

and study.   

2. Resolve to live generously, trusting that the 

Lord will provide for all our needs. 

3. Recommit yourself in service to others.   

 

As regards service, I pray you will see all that you 

do, whether at work, in your career, or in your re-

tirement, or your studies as your holy service for 

God.  There is nothing that we do in life that does 

not offer us a chance to serve others.  Whether it is 

to show kindness, to seek justice for others, or to 

simply walk in humility with God at your side, it is 

all service is Christ’s name, if you make it so.   

 

My last Sunday with you will be September 10.   

 

I pray you God’s grace and abiding peace as you 

begin this new chapter in your congregational life.   

 

Pr. Greg Stoddard 

College Addresses 

College students (or parents) please forward 

your college address to the church office 

when it becomes available to you. Women of 

Atonement would like to keep in touch with 

you throughout your school year with cards, 

encouragement and reminders of home. This 

is one way to let you know how much you 

are loved and cared for by God and your 

church family. 

Calendars & Cards 

It's that time again. Your mailboxes have been 

flooded with many calendars and Christmas 

cards you don't want or can't use. As we've 

done before, we will be collecting these items 

for patients in local nursing homes. There will 

be a box outside the church office. Please, 

please, the last day for donations will be No-

vember 1. We mostly want Christmas cards, 

but if you want to share other kinds, there is a 

Common Ground member who would appreci-

ate your cards for her card ministry.  Thank 

you!  For more information, contact Pat Bress-

ler at 610-926-1067. 
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Reformation Breakfast 

Enjoy Breakfast and Cele-

brate the Reformation! 

Sunday, September 10, 

9:00 a.m. in  

Lundin Hall 

It is a day to  

 indulge in pancakes, 

sausage, cereal, yo-

gurt, and fruit with your Atonement family  

 celebrate the 500th anniversary of the Refor-

mation as we return to our fall worship and 

faith enrichment times 

 give thanks that we are God’s children, show-

ered with love, grace, and hope   

 

Rumor has it that Martin Luther and his wife Katie 

will bring us greetings from 1517 and share how 

their family connected with the church.  Join us for 

delicious food, great fellowship, and a glimpse of 

why the Reformation is still an important part of 

our lives today.  All ages are welcome – it is not 

just for children!     

 

Our worship and faith enrichment times for the 

weekend are: 

 

Saturday, September 9 

5:00 p.m. worship celebration in Lundin Hall 

 

Sunday, September 10 

8:15 a.m.   worship celebration in the nave 

9:00 a.m.   Reformation breakfast in Lundin Hall 

10:15 a.m. God Time! in Lundin Hall 

11:00 a.m. worship celebration  

                  with the Praise Band in the nave 

Faith Enrichment 

WHAT?!?  NO SUNDAY SCHOOL THIS 

FALL?   

 

You heard right – no Sunday school!  Instead, 

9:30-10:15 a.m. each Sunday we invite people of 

all ages to come to Lundin Hall to laugh, to sing, 

to sign (American Sign Language), to explore 

God’s Word, to share highs and lows, to pray, and 

to bless each other.   

 

We call this time faith enrichment, a pause in the 

week when we find God’s love and grace among 

and in the people of Atonement.  Families gather 

together, elders share faith experiences with chil-

dren they have seen at worship but not yet gotten 

to know, teens share their wit and wisdom of this 

technological age with those around them.  To-

gether we grow in God’s love.  Together we be-

come more aware of God around us.  Together we 

respond to God’s presence in our lives.  It all hap-

pens during a time filled with funky music, color-

ful art, and fast moving action!   

 

It is our hope that parents and caregivers will join 

their children from infants through teens at 9:30 

a.m. on Sundays for faith enrichment.  If that is 

not possible, children may still participate without 

them.  But be careful!  Children may not be able 

to stop talking about all that their parents or care-

givers are missing.     

We will be walking on October 8 to help children and families worldwide to have food for today, while 

building for a better tomorrow. CROP Walkers, volunteers, and sponsors put their caring into action, rais-

ing funds to help end hunger and poverty at home and around the world. We are walking as Team Atone-

ment, and we'd like to invite you to join us! Together we can be a part of the solution!  

 

To register for the walk or financially give, go to www.crophungerwalk.org and search Team Atonement. 

We will meet at Gring's Mill for lunch before the walk at 1:30 p.m. If you would like to support us while 

having a night out with family or friends, please consider attending the CROP WALK's fundraiser at Isaac's 

in Wyomissing on Thursday, September 14, 5:00-9:00 p.m.  

 

CROP Walk 
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The Lord bless you and keep you.  

The Lord’s face shine on you with 

grace and mercy.  

The Lord look upon you with favor 

and give you peace.  

One of the final blessings from our ELW litur-

gy, referencing the ancient blessing in Numbers 

6:24-26 

 

Blessing is a word that people sort of know 

what it means, but sort of don’t. We’ll talk 

about counting our blessings, or how something 

good that happened that day or that helped 

through a hard time was a blessing. But when 

we talk about blessing one another, we tend to 

worry about doing it right or think only pastors 

or other church leaders can do it.  Here, in the 

Faith5, we encourage and invite you to take an 

active role in blessing one another.  

 

To bless is simply to ask God to look favorably 

upon that person AND trust that God 

does. Blessing is pure gift and an excellent way 

to say goodnight (giving each other a gift before 

lights out or anytime!).  You can establish a rit-

ual to say the same thing every night, something 

as simple as “God bless you, I love you. Good 

night.” or as complicated as the scriptural bless-

ing above. It’s also OK to come up with words 

of your own, particularly if there’s something 

that might speak to somebody’s highs and lows 

From Pastor Recher:   Bless 

that day (for example: God help you release that 

low and to sleep soundly and restfully).  We en-

courage you also to make the sign of the cross on 

the person’s forehead as you speak the blessing – 

as a sign of their baptism and that they are already 

promised blessing by God!  

 

We certainly bless each other all the time in our 

loving words and actions that show God’s love; 

why not take a moment to pause and intentionally 

bless each other at the end of each day?  

 

Blessings to you in your continued faith journey! 

Pastor Julie  

 

P.S. Don’t hesitate to try this out if you haven’t 

already – it’s an easy spiritual discipline that will 

help you know yourself better, and connect with 

God and loved ones with whom you share.  

Refresher on The Faith5 (Rich Melheim) 

 

1. Share – your high point and low point of the 

day with family or trusted friend 

2. Read – a verse or more out of scripture – 

we’re providing theme verses each week this 

summer! 

3. Talk about how the scripture reading relates 

to you/your family  

4. Pray – share with God directly and ask for 

what each of your companions needs. 

5. Bless –make the sign of the cross on their 

forehead and say “God bless you, I love you! 

Good night.”  

 

Kids’ Space Experiment 

Our Kids’ Space up front in the nave has been an experiment for the summer to see if it would help families 

feel more welcome in traditional worship, and help parents engage with their little ones occupied. Out of six 

Sundays it has been up there at the time of this writing, it has been used three of those Sundays, with positive 

responses from the kids and parents.  We may continue the experiment some time into the fall (summer is a 

hard time to assess given the nature of vacations!).  Pastor Julie is having more conversation with families 

before deciding how long to continue the experiment.  If you have feedback, positive or negative, please 

speak with Pastor Julie or Kathy Yenser so we can get an accurate assessment of the space. It has been a joy 

to see children right up front in worship, and hope that wherever families sit they can feel engaged and in-

spired. Nursery will also be coming back for the fall, though we’re considering a temporary move upstairs 

while we await the changes that the Capital Appeal will bring.  
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Join a Choir This Fall at Atonement 

By now it has been well documented that singing in a choir has many benefits, in-

cluding improved cardiovascular fitness, improved mood and alertness, increased 

language and reading development for school children, improved sense of belonging 

and a positive sense of community. 

 

Fortunately, here at Atonement, we have a great choir program where you can reap 

all of these benefits and more!  We serve the Atonement congregation by providing 

musical leadership for our worship.  Please consider joining an Atonement choir to-

day! 

Spirit Singers 

Age 5 (Pre-Kindergarten) – Grade 2 

Rehearse Wednesdays, 5:00-6:00 p.m. 

First rehearsal: September 20 

Sing in worship 4-5 times a year 

 

Alleluia Singers - Grades 3-6 

Rehearse Wednesdays, 5:00-6:00 p.m. 

First rehearsal: September 20 

Sing in worship about once a month 

 

A.Y.S. (Atonement Youth Singers)  

Grades 7-12 

Rehearse Wednesdays, 6:30-7:30 p.m. 

First rehearsal: Wednesday, September 20 

Sing in worship about once a month 

 

Atonement Choir - College-age and adults 

Rehearse Thursdays, 7:30-9:00 p.m. 

First rehearsal: September 14 

Sing in worship weekly, September-May 

Flute Ensemble 

Youth and adults who play the flute 

Rehearse every other Monday, 7:30-9:00 p.m. 

First rehearsal: September 25 

Play in worship 4-5 times a year 

Robin Lilarose, director: 484-529-5029 

 

Atonement Ringers - Older students and adults 

ring handbells 

Rehearse Tuesdays, 7:30-9:00 p.m. 

First rehearsal: September 19 

Play in worship 4-5 times a year 

Tama McConnell, director: 484-794-8815 

 

Atonement Praise Band -  Youth and adults, 

instrumentalists and singers 

Rehearse as needed, weekdays 6:15-7:30 p.m. 

Sing/play in worship 5-6 times a year 

Contact Mr. Yenser for more information. 

(contact info below) 

 

Instrumentalists - If you play an instrument and 

are interested in playing during worship, please 

contact Mr. Yenser. 

 

Cantors - Cantors are solo singers who lead 

psalms and liturgy in worship.  Contact Mr. 

Yenser if you are interested. 

 

For questions and more information, please con-

tact Tom Yenser at 610-375-3512 or 

tyenser@atonementwyo.org 
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Quilts By The Numbers 

Last year Lutheran 

World Relief (LWR) 

sent 346,170 quilts to 

thirteen countries. It’s 

hard to know how many 

people benefitted from 

those gifts. Whatever 

that number might be, it’s certainly a very large 

one. The people who received those quilts stayed 

a little warmer, a little drier, a little safer in the 

face of poverty and warfare, disaster and dis-

placement. About a hundred and fifty of those 

quilts came from Atonement.  

 

We saw them on the backs of the pews for wor-

ship when they were blessed and sent on their 

way. We sat on them, touched them, admired 

them. From our hands, they went to the LWR 

distribution warehouse in Maryland where volun-

teers sorted and packed them for distribution. 

From Maryland, they may have traveled to Ango-

la, Georgia, Honduras or India. They may have 

made their way to Mali, Nicaragua, Serbia, Tan-

zania or Ukraine. They went where they were 

needed most. The quilt you sat on last fall may 

now be in East Africa. It may be part of a tent, a 

floor covering, a blanket, a cape, a hammock. 

Someone’s life has been touched by that quilt. 

Chances are that, whoever now has it, has never 

heard of Atonement and probably never will. 

They will not know who we are or where we are. 

They will know that someone, somewhere cared. 

That is enough. 

 

Atonement is a small part of a much larger effort 

to be the love of Jesus Christ in the world. Since 

we began our quilting ministry in 2012, we’ve 

sent nearly 350 quilts. You may not have cut a 

single scrap of fabric, sewed a single stitch, tied a 

knot or packed a box to go to Maryland, but 

you’ve been part of that effort. You’ve donated 

fabric, supplies, money. You’ve provided the 

space. Through prayer and presence, you’ve 

shaped a community that reaches out in this and 

so many other ways. 

 

Before long, a new batch of quilts will brighten 

our worship space. We will ask God’s blessing on 

them as we send them out to be a blessing to oth-

ers. When you see them, you may wonder where 

they might end up, whose lives they might touch, 

what difference they might make. 

 

If you’d like to do more, you can join us for our 

monthly quilt-tying (simple knot-tying, no sewing 

required), donate unwanted fabric (sheets, table 

cloths, etc) or thread, or give a financial gift to 

help purchase supplies. To learn more, speak to Jo 

Sturgis in the office or Kathryn Fellman (610) 

777-4894. 

 

Women of Atonement 

Women of Atonement invite you to our luncheon 

in Room F.104, Saturday, September 16, at noon. 

We have invited Julia Coffin of Lutheran Immi-

gration and Refugee Services to speak.  Julia is a 

Program Specialist for Detention and Visitation 

for LIRS. She works out of Baltimore.  Julia is 

most qualified to speak to us about the status of 

those seeking asylum status from their detention 

in the Berks Detention Center in Bern Township. 

We will learn about the rights of the Nigerian 

family WBMD has been helping, with other 

churches, to secure asylum status. Certainly this 

is a timely concern, because we know that there 

are more worldwide refugees now than any time 

since 1945. Luncheon is $10.00 and is catered by 

Jack and Susie Williams. You are certainly wel-

come to attend just the speaking event at 1:00 

p.m. in the nave. There is a sign up sheet in the 

narthex. 

 

Special thanks to all of the wonderful bakers and 

gardeners who donated such excellent treats to 

our reception for Pastor Hersch on August 12. 

Thanks to Betty Shirk and Becky Morton who 

organized this event with less than two weeks 

notice.  

 

Sincerely.  

Gail Dawson-White  
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Summer Small Groups  

Atonement closed the books for July with 

a relatively strong month from a financial 

perspective.  Attendance and giving typi-

cally lag during the summer months and 

this year was no exception, as May and 

June proved to be challenging. July, how-

ever, was encouraging, as member giving 

came in almost exactly on budget.  As of 

July 31, the church was tracking $14,278 

below budget overall, with a shortfall in 

member giving of $42,000 partially offset 

by an increase in preschool tuition and a 

decrease in total expenses compared to 

budget. 

Finance Report for July 

Thank you..... to everyone who made this year’s 

Summer Small Groups a success. 

 

First, the pastors--Pr. Greg, Pr. Julie and Pr. Tom 

who led and facilitated groups with knowledge and 

a caring spirit, joined the groups in fellowship and 

prayer at dinner, and supported the program in 

ways large and small. Also, a thank you to support 

staff, Jo Sturgis, Michelle Endy, Scott Gruver, Tom 

Gresh and Mick Bryan for their work behind the 

scenes that kept everything running smoothly. 

 

Next, to our dinner crew: Ian Harris, our caterer, as 

well as our dinner helpers, Tim Ebbert, Bruce 

Smith, and Tom Shirk. 

 

Finally, to the participants who were open-minded 

to changes in topics and format. Thank you for 

viewing the quieter times of summer as opportuni-

ties for faith enrichment, fellowship, and education. 

 

And last but not least, thank you to Rachel Gam-

bone for the time, talent and organization she lends 

to this event year after year. 

 

  Sarah Smith 

Together in Hope 

You are invited to be part of a special Worship Service of Word and Music for the commemoration of the 500th 

Anniversary of the Reformation. Leaders from the Roman Catholic, Methodist, UCC/Reformed, Episcopal and 

Lutheran traditions have joined together to plan this special service and invite all to attend.  Music will play a 

large part in this service; our Director of Music, Tom Yenser, is on the planning team and members of Atonement 

Choir are participating in the community choir. 

 

Our worship together will focus on the themes of Thanksgiving, Repentance, and Call to Common Mission. The 

liturgy is built around the words of reformers from different denominations, celebrating our common faith in a 

loving and reconciling God.  Don’t miss this special opportunity to worship with our faith partners of many tradi-

tions as we celebrate the 500th anniversary of the Reformation. 

 

A RECONCILING REFORMATION 

Sunday, October 22 at 3:00 p.m. 

St. Ignatius Roman Catholic Church 

2810 St. Alban’s Drive, Sinking Spring, PA 19608 
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From the Health Ministry 
Team: School Safety 

At a special congregational meeting on Sunday, 

August 13, the Atonement congregation voted to 

call the Rev. Ryan Michael Hersch as our next 

senior pastor. 

 

Pastor Ryan and Adriana Hersch currently re-

side in Scottsdale, Arizona, with their two boys, 

Sebastian and Alexander, and their two cats, 

Weenie and Oreo. 

 

Pastor Ryan grew up in Tacoma, Washington. 

He attended Western Washington University in 

Bellingham, Washington, where he earned his 

B.A. in history. He attended Pacific Lutheran 

Theological Seminary in Berkeley, California, 

where he earned his M.Div. in 2003. Following 

seminary, Pastor Ryan was trained by ELCA 

Churchwide in Chicago as a congregational re-

developer. He went on to study in the Congrega-

tional Mission and Leadership program at Lu-

ther Seminary in St. Paul, Minnesota. 

 

Pastor Ryan’s internship was at St. Paul Luther-

an Church in Beachwood, New Jersey, from 

2001 to 2002. Following seminary, his first call 

was to redevelop Alleluia Lutheran Church in 

Phoenix, Arizona, where he served from 2003 to 

2008. In 2008, he accepted the call to redevelop 

Ascension Lutheran Church in Paradise Valley, 

Arizona, where he has served for nine years. 

 

Pastor Ryan has served as the dean of his local 

conference of congregations, as the chair of Re-

gion 2’s Multi-Synodical Candidacy Committee, 

and as a voting member of the ELCA Church-

wide Assembly. 

 

Pastor Ryan met Adriana in southern Mexico 

while studying Spanish as part of his seminary 

training. They were married on September 29, 

2001. Adriana is from Cuernavaca, Mexico, 

where she earned her degree in architecture at 

the local university. Adriana currently works for 

the City of Phoenix as a plan reviewer for resi-

dential construction. Sebastian (Seb for short) 

turned eight at the end of June and will be enter-

ing third grade. Alexander (a.k.a. Alex or Butch) 

turned three in July and is actively potty train-

ing. The boys are into all things Legos, Star 

Wars, Minecraft, Roblox, and more. 

 

Pastor Ryan has several passions for ministry. 

He believes the Way of Jesus is a movement for 

the whole human family and not just an institu-

tion for Christians. He is committed to ecumen-

ism and the larger work of the Church. He 

loves to teach Bible study and preach and pre-

side in worship. He enjoys helping congrega-

tional leadership to prayerfully discern a clear 

sense of vision, purpose, goals, and strategies 

for ministry and mission. He works to help his 

congregations to grow to look more like Jesus, 

to grow to look more like the surrounding com-

munity, and to grow in terms of worship attend-

ance and giving. 

 

Pastor Ryan will begin his ministry at Atone-

ment on October 1. 

Welcome, Pastor Ryan and Adriana Hersch! 

Note: this is a reprint from last year. It has been re-

quested by several individuals. 

 

Summer vacation will be over soon and it will be 

time for students to return to school. The follow-

ing are some safety tips as one prepares for the 

new school year. 

 

Make sure student’s immunizations are up to 

date; check with your health care provider or at 

www.CDC.gov. 

 

All young children must know their name, ad-

dress, phone number and how to reach a parent.  

Continued on page 9 



 

 

VOLUME 17,  ISSUE7  ATONEMENT IN ACTION PAGE 9 

The Arts at Atonement, 
2017-2018 

School Safety (continued) 

Like us on Facebook by going to 

Atonement Lutheran Church. 

Also teach them about calling 911 if an emergency. 

 

If walking to school: 

 Have an adult supervise the walk. Parents can 

take turns. 

 Give yourself amply time to walk to school. 

 Use the same route every day. 

 Go straight home after school. Don’t go any-

where else without prior permission. 

 Walk as a group. 

 Walk on sidewalks, only cross street at crossing 

sites, obey all traffic rules. 

 Know ”stranger danger” rules. 

 

If riding bus to school: 

 Adult supervision is recommended. 

 Wait at bus stop, don’t stand in street, and avoid 

horseplay at bus stop, pay attention to traffic. 

 Wait until the school bus comes to a complete 

stop before boarding or exiting the bus. 

 Always remain in the sight of the bus driver, 

never walk behind the bus. 

 

Backpacks should have wide shoulder straps and 

padding in the back and shoulders. Backpacks should 

not weigh more than 15% of the child’s weight. Pack 

heavy items in backpack first. Always use both 

shoulder straps. Consider backpacks with wheels. 

 

Remove all drawstrings from jackets, sweatshirts and 

hooded shirts. 

 

Be aware of any bullying. School districts have zero 

tolerance policies against bullying. If you suspect 

any bullying, notify school administration. 

 

Monitor children’s Internet use, use parental blocks. 

Limit “screen time” (TV, computers, tablets etc) to 2 

hours per night. 

 

Schedule adequate sleep for children – 8 to 10 hours 

per night depending on child’s age. 

 

Use extreme caution when driving, especially when 

driving in school zones and during school starting 

and dismissal times. 

 

  Ken Lord M.D. 

We cordially invite you to attend our new 

season of The Arts at Atonement Lutheran 

Church.  An array of outstanding perfor-

mances appealing to a broad range of tastes 

will begin in October and continue through 

May.  Other events may also be added later; 

check the church newsletter or local media 

sources for listings. 

 

Sunday, October 29, 3:00 p.m. 

Reading Symphony Orchestra 

Bach and the Reformation 

 

Sunday, November 19, 4:00 p.m. 

Berks Youth Chorus 

Visions and Memories  

Training Chorus, Chorale, Mastersingers 

 

Sunday, December 3, 4:00 p.m.  

Reading Choral Society Concert 

 

Saturday, December 9, 8:00 p.m. 

Wheatland Chorale 

WinterLight: Holiday Concert 

 

Sunday, May 6, 4:00 p.m. 

Berks Youth Chorus 

May Fling, featuring ninth-grade cellist 

Daniel Bishop 

 

 

Ticket information: 

Reading Symphony Orchestra - 610-373-

7557 or www.readingsymphony.org 

Berks Youth Chorus - 610-334-1188 

Reading Choral Society - 610-898-1939 or 

information@readingchoral.org 

Wheatland Chorale - 

www.wheatlandchorale.org 
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Preschool News 

The summer days of preschool 

camps are drifting away and 

with the start of September 

comes Atonement Christian Pre-

school’s 41st year.  We look for-

ward to meeting our preschool 

students and their parents at ori-

entation on September 5 & 6 with classes begin-

ning September 7 & 8.   

 

The preschool staff has been preparing for an 

exciting new year!  Our staff includes director 

Jen Dauber, registrar Regina Doyle, teachers: 

Nancy Brossman, Donna Egan, Jeanette Fotis, 

Debra Hoffman, Lisa Hurleman, Amy Miller, 

Stacy Mirigliano, Robin Searle, Theresa Wil-

liams, and assistant teachers: Janine Busack, 

Michelle Endy, Jackie Kauffman, Vanessa Lev-

ering, Raegan Peters, Libby Pflomm, Melody 

Walley.  We are grateful for their dedication to 

our preschool! 

 

We are fortunate to have Tama McConnell offer 

KinderMusik and Let’s Pretend classes starting 

September 18 in the choir room.  More infor-

mation is available on the preschool bulletin 

board or website, 

http://atonementwyo.org/connect/education/presc

hool. 

 

The Preschool Board members - Kristen Hurst, 

Bridgette Lowell, Kristin O’Reilly, Meghan 

White, council liaison Fran Tieman, and director 

Jen Dauber - are planning Welcome Back Socials 

for the first week of school.  The socials will cel-

ebrate the start of the new school year and allow 

parents to meet one another as well as our Board 

members. 

 

Do you or someone you know have children 

ready for preschool?  Atonement Christian Pre-

school has availability in several classes: 

Tues/Thurs morning 3’s, Mon/Wed/Fri afternoon 

4’s, and Naturalist and Explorer enrichment clas-

ses for 4 and 5’s.  Contact Mrs. Dauber, 610-

375-8049 or jdauber@atonementwyo.org, for 

more information.  

Family Promise of Berks County is people of 

faith working together to provide homeless fami-

lies with help for today and hope for the future.  

These families are homeless, usually for the first 

time.  Their ‘home’ while in the program is a dif-

ferent church each week.  During the day Family 

Promise works with the families to find jobs, 

housing and whatever support they need to get 

back on an even keel.  Atonement is ‘home’ for 

families several times a year. 

 

THANK YOU to the 40 people who spent 391 

hours making our Family Promise guests wel-

come for two weeks in a row this summer.  We 

had the most guests at a time that we have ever 

had.  The 11 children so enjoyed our gym!   

 

We host again at Thanksgiving, starting the day 

before the holiday through Dec. 3.  Consider shar-

ing this family holiday with our guests that really 

need family support at this trying time of their 

lives. 

 

SIGN UP ONLINE at 

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0e49a9a822

a4f94-family5 on www.atonementwyo.org.  Un-

der Connect, click on Ministries,  then Social 

Ministry and then scroll down to Family Promise 

or PHONE Dorothy DeLong at 484-529-0878 to 

volunteer 

 

Before we host again, you can help support the 

work done during the day with our guest families  

by attending our Taste of Hope Gala on Thursday, 

September 28, at the DoubleTree in Reading, 

5:30-8:30 p.m.  Tickets are $65 and sponsorship 

opportunities are available. You will get to hear 

directly from former guests and our new director, 

Elise Chesson. You can also help by buying a 

coupon to Boscov’s Friends Helping Friends sale 

on October 18 for $5.00. 

 

For more information, contact Dorothy DeLong  

at church or 484-529-0878 or 

pbjdelong@comcast.net.  

Family Promise 


