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Worship Schedule 
Sundays 

 
8:15 & 11:00 a.m.  

Worship 
 

Sunday, April 1 
9:30 a.m.  
God Time! 

 

Coming in April 

Sunday, April 1 - Easter worship, 8:15 and 11:00 a.m.  Festival ser-

vices with the Atonement Choir, Atonement Youth Singers, and 

Basic’ly Brass at both services.  We will also have Holy Commun-

ion and Pastor Ryan will preach.  God Time! at 9:30 a.m.  As al-

ways, the church will be decorated with Easter plants.  If you are 

willing to deliver a plant after the services to one of our shut-ins, 

please take a card from the cross which will be in the narthex. 

 

Sunday, April 8 - 9:30 a.m. - Resurrection Gardens - event for all 

ages.  Begins in the nave, moves to Lundin Hall.  We will make gar-

dens depicting the empty tomb from which Jesus rose on Easter Sun-

day.  There will be snacks!  Also, there will be a special congrega-

tion meeting at 9:30 a.m. in the nave, to decide whether or not to 

pursue the recycling of the parsonage and the expansion of the park-

ing lot.  In conjunction with the 11:00 a.m. service, we will have a 

special arts and crafts Children’s Chapel where the participants will 

color placemats to be used at the breakfast on April 22.   

 

Sunday, April 15 - Preschool Sunday during the 11:00 a.m. worship 

service.  Includes an art show and refreshments. 

 

Sunday, April 22 - Pancake Breakfast at 9:30 a.m.  - beginning of 

our Capital Campaign.  Bob Eisenbrown and crew, who did such a 

great job in January making breakfast at the annual meeting, will 

return to present another delicious repast for us all to enjoy.  Plan to 

come, eat, and learn about “The Growing Place.” 

 

Sunday, April 29 - Adult Forum at 9:30 a.m.  Representatives of the 

Wyomissing Police will be here to explain how to stay safe from 

internet scams. 
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From Pastor Hersch 

Alleluia! Christ is risen, sisters and brothers! 

 

In this season of new life, our Atonement con-

gregation will be making an investment in the 

future of Jesus’ mission among us. This month 

we are launching our capital appeal, entitled 

The Growing Place. You will see The Grow-

ing Place logo on bulletin covers, posters, 

banners, and brochures. You will hear about 

the campaign in temple talks during our ser-

vices of worship and at several special gather-

ings of the congregation. And though we will 

not officially launch the appeal until April 22, 

pledge cards will be available starting Easter 

Sunday. We owe a special word of thanks to 

those members who have worked so hard to 

prepare all these materials and events! Thank 

you, Leadership Team! 

 

Atonement is a special congregation for many 

reasons. In these first six months of our minis-

try together as pastor and congregation, I have 

come to appreciate so much about us—

especially the members, staff, and friends of 

Atonement! There is at least one thing about 

Atonement, however, that makes the congre-

gation extra special. In the age of the decline 

of congregation-based religion, Atonement 

has an honest-to-God shot at growing to look 

more like Jesus and growing to look more like 

our community. Our congregation already has 

members and friends from every generation—

old, young, and in-between. When it comes to 

congregational growth, the wisdom of the day 

has it that “you have to have some to get 

some.” In other words, in order to attract a 

demographic, you have to already have a core 

of representatives from that demographic to 

anchor the growth. The fact that Atonement is 

already becoming an ageless congregation 

bodes well for our future mission and minis-

try. 

 

The vision of an Atonement that doesn’t just 

survive, but thrives in its witness to Christ’s 

gospel faces some headwinds, though. We 

have large, aging facilities with a significant 

amount of deferred maintenance. If we fail 

to tackle our long list of capital improve-

ments, our facilities will come to require so 

much of our future congregation’s time, en-

ergy, and financial resources that our minis-

try will devolve into one of museum mainte-

nance. If anything can kill congregational 

growth, it’s when a congregation spends 

more time on its facilities than its spirituali-

ty. People just don’t want to sign up for that 

kind of church! So, beginning April 22, we 

will be working to raise approximately 

$1,000,000 to reset the clock on the main 

buildings on our campus. 

 

The appeal will launch on April 22 with a 

celebratory breakfast in Lundin Hall at 9:30 

a.m.. Each and every one of you are wel-

come to come and be a part of the festivities. 

If you are able, please RSVP for the break-

fast in advance so that the breakfast team can 

make sure there are enough pancakes for 

everyone! 

 

Thank you in advance, brothers and sisters, 

for prayerfully considering your participa-

tion in this campaign! Jesus reminds us that 

everyone has something to offer, and wheth-

er you think of your offering to this appeal 

as a little or a lot, we are grateful for your 

generosity! 

 

In the Spirit of Jesus, 

 

Ryan+ 
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Adult Forum 

Women of Atonement 

Our introduction to policy governance on council continues 

- where our minister basically runs the church and the 

Council writes the rules of conduct. Bryan Wang gave us a 

more detailed explanation at our Council meeting in 

March. The “portfolios” that these policies go into are ar-

ranged in four parts: Ends, Proscribed Means, Executive 

Accountability and Council Functioning. Policy govern-

ance is to hold the Executive, our Pastor, accountable for 

what he does, because s/he is “manager” of the church and 

s/he reports to us, the Council. 

 

The first section, the Ends, deals with the goals that the 

congregation has given the pastor. The “ends” result of our 

goals for Pastor Ryan (and this is why he was called) are, at 

the end of 7 years: 

 Always to have at least 250 people/Sunday at worship 

in the summer 

 Always  to have at least 500 people/Sunday during the 

school year 

 Always  to have at least 1000 people each during 

Christmas and Easter celebration 

 

These are concrete goals with which Pastor Ryan can work. 

He will report back to us on a regular basis with how he 

has been working on those goals, what his plans are for 

increasing attendance, state of finances, and what else he 

will be doing if the goals are not being achieved. If he does 

not meet these goals within the prescribed time period, then 

it may be time to reassess our strategic plan. 

 

The heart of the council’s gatherings, from now on, will be 

in reaction to or in anticipation of the Executive Responsi-

bility that he has been given and the Pastor’s response. The 

council just tells him where to go, what he is not allowed to 

do, how often and in what detail.  

 

The final portfolio deals with Council’s functioning - form-

ing subcommittees, how often we meet, expectations of 

participation in congregational life, etc. We will be work-

ing with getting these in order over the course of the next 

several months.  It is a whole different way of doing busi-

ness, but one that has met with exceptional success in other 

areas of business. 

 

Sharon Calder 

Council President 

Council Corner 

At our next meeting, on Wednesday, April 

4, at 1:00 p.m; Rosemary Fraley will pre-

sent “Washing Hands with Distant 

Hearts,” the Bible study postponed from 

February because of a snowstorm.  We 

appreciate Rosemary’s flexibility. 

 

On Saturday, May 19, join us at 11:30 

a.m. in Room F.104 for our annual spring 

luncheon. This year’s luncheon will be 

catered by Susie and Jack Williams.  Cost 

is $15.00.  Please make your reservation 

by signing the sheet in the narthex.. The 

program is Gail Dawson-White's study of 

military occupation during World War II 

in Paris, France. The challenges of collab-

oration, resistance and belief were all put 

to a four-year test during the Nazi reign in 

France. Gail was a Junior Year Abroad 

student and French major during the 

1960's. She has also presented this pro-

gram at the Wyomissing Library and Oleb 

Shalom Temple.  If you are not able to 

join us for lunch, you are still welcome to 

come for the progam. 

 

Please note that the Women of Atonement 

have decided not to have a plant sale this 

year. 

The Wyomissing 

Police Department 

will be here for an 

Adult Forum on 

Sunday, April 29 at 

9:30 a.m. in Lundin 

Hall. The topic will 

be keeping you safe and secure from in-

ternet scams. These scams arrive and try 

to convince  you to perform actions you 

would not normally do in person. Come 

and hear some strategies to keep you and 

others safe. All are welcome! 
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Thank You! 

“The Music Man” comes to 
Atonement 

From the Prayer Ministry Team 

Mark your calendar: 

 

Music Man in Concert 

Sunday, June 3 

7:00 p.m. 

 

Members of our children’s, youth and adult choirs 

will join forces to present a concert version of the 

beloved Broadway musical, The Music Man. All 

ages are welcome to the nave for this one-hour pro-

gram.  Invite your friends, family and neighbors! 

 

Calling current and former band members of all 

ages! If you play a band instrument, you are invited 

to join our “Music Man band.” Any level of play-

ing is welcome. We will gather once or twice in 

May to rehearse a simplified version of “76 Trom-

bones” for the concert on June 3. If you or your 

children are interested in participating, please email 

Tom Yenser at tyenser@atonementwyo.org with 

name, instrument played, and grade for school-age 

children. 

My dear Atonement family, 

 

We would like to thank you all so very much 

for all your care and concern for us during our 

time of devastation.  Even though we lost a lot 

of our possessions in the fire, the many ways of 

help that were offered to us and the way people 

reached out to us were so appreciated.  I am so 

proud to be a member of Atonement Lutheran 

Church.  Atonement Lutheran should also be 

proud to know how this congregation can reach 

out to its members in distress.  We will rebuild, 

and I know God will lead the way. 

 

Many blessings to you all, 

Donna and Steve Danielski 

 

How to make a prayer request:  You can use 

one of the blue slips of paper that are in the 

hymnal rack, fold it and drop it in the collection 

plate.  You can put your request in the box lo-

cated on the credenza at the usher station in the 

narthex or e-mail it to Jo in the church office at 

jsturgis@atonementwyo.org. All requests are 

kept confidential.  
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Bear Creek Camp 

Memorials 

Preschool News 

In April, our preschoolers return from Spring 

Break to dive into lessons on weather, pets, ecolo-

gy, flowers and insects.  We will rehearse our 

chapel songs with Mr. Yenser in preparation for 

Preschool Sunday on April 15.  Mighty Kicks soc-

cer continues in the gym with its spring session.  

Mrs. Egan’s Mini-Masters Art class will celebrate 

famous artists who have captured the season of 

spring through their work.  We look forward to the 

warmer weather that spring brings. 

 

Registration for 2018-19 is going well!  We have 

availability in several classes: Toddlers (2-day and 

3-day), 3’s (2-day), and Naturalist and Explorer 

enrichment classes for 4 & 5 year olds.  If you or 

someone you know has a preschooler, have them 

contact Mrs. Dauber (610-375-8049 or jdaub-

er@atonementwyo.org) to schedule a tour. 

 

Summer Camps return to Atonement Christian 

Preschool starting in June.  The Extended Pre-

school Year Come & Play runs June 4-8.  Summer 

Come & Play sessions are June 12-14, 26-28, July 

10-12, 17-19, 24-26, 31- Aug. 2.  The always pop-

ular Naturalist Camp will explore Weird Sea Crea-

tures June 25-29 or July 16-20.  New this summer, 

Mrs. Egan’s Summer Art Adventures will take 

place on Tuesday afternoons June 5, 12, 26 and 

July 16, 24, 31.  Registration packets are available 

in the preschool lobby or online.  All children ages 

3-6 years (must be potty trained) are welcome to 

join us for the fun this summer! 

Preschool Sunday 

 and Art Show 

 

Sunday, April 15 

 at 11:00 worship service. 

Artwork will be on display 

 in Lundin Hall. 

Refreshments in Lundin Hall 

following the service. 

What’s up with Bear Creek Camp? See what 

two-time camper Marina Biltcliff has to say: 

 

Since the summer of 2016, the best week of 

my summer has been the week I spent at Bear 

Creek Lutheran Camp. Pastor Bob, his dog 

Star, and counselors from around the world 

keep us so busy that we don’t have time to 

miss our family or phones! We learn about 

God, the Lutheran faith, and each other by par-

ticipating in a variety of activities with our 

quest groups. We learn songs and skits, swim 

in the lake, and camp out under the stars. I like 

zip lining and making crafts as well. There is 

even a dance on Thursday night. I made so 

many friends that I look forward to seeing at 

camp. There are amazing new cabins that were 

just finished last summer. I have so many fun 

memories of camp! Let me know if you have 

any questions. I completely recommend giving 

it a try!   

Music Fund 
 

We are grateful to acknowledge the following 

gifts to the glory of God and: 

in loving memory of Alice Kominick by: 

Frederick L. Starbuck 

William and Carol Reid 

 

Thanksgiving and Memorial Fund 
 

We are grateful to acknowledge a gift to the 

glory of God and in loving memory of Janice 

Sharetts, by Martha Hafer. 
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Colorectal carcinoma is the cancer that affects 

the rectum and colon. If detected early a high 

cure rate can be achieved. The current recom-

mendations were established by the United 

States preventive service task force. 

 

Three screening tests are currently recommend-

ed: 

 

Colonoscopy is a procedure where a small TV 

camera in inserted into the rectum and advanced 

the entire length of the colon. It is the most sen-

sitive and specific test for colorectal carcinoma. 

If a small polyp (pre-cancerous lesion) is identi-

fied, it can be surgically removed during this 

procedure. 

 

The sigmoidoscopy test consists of a small TV 

camera or fiber optic scope that is inserted into 

the rectum and advanced only to the lower one-

third to one-half of the entire colon. This test is 

less diagnostic than the colonoscopy. 

 

High sensitivity fecal occult blood (FOB) is a 

diagnostic test to test for blood in the stool. It is 

much less sensitive and specific than the colon-

oscopy or sigmoidoscopy.  

 

Other tests are currently being evaluated but the 

data is inconclusive at this time to make recom-

mendations.  There is not sufficient evidence to 

recommend CT scans or fecal DNA tests for co-

lon cancer preventive screening. 

 

Recommendations when to screen:  

All adults beginning at age 50 and continuing 

until age 75 should be screened. Individuals with 

a positive family history of colorectal cancer or 

who have a chronic colon illness should start 

screening at age 40. Routine screening of pa-

tients age 75-85 is not recommended unless 

there are special considerations for these individ-

uals. Adults over age 85 should not be screened. 

Health Advocate:   
Colorectal Cancer Preventive Screening 

Colonoscopy is the recommended preferred 

screening test. It should be repeated every 10 

years if the prior colonoscopy was normal. In 

individuals with a previous abnormal colonosco-

py (polyp), a repeat colonoscopy is recommend-

ed in 3 to 5 years.   

 

If a sigmoidoscopy with FOB is selected for 

screening it should be repeated every 3 to 5 

years. If the sigmoidoscopy is abnormal a colon-

oscopy is then recommended. 

 

If a high sensitive fecal occult blood (FOB) test 

is done it should be repeated annually. If  the 

FOB test is positive, a colonoscopy should then 

be performed. 

 

Additional information at 

www.uspreventiveservicetaskforce.org 

 

Ken Lord M.D. 

Tim McGuirk and our Family Promise guests 

(See page 7) 
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Family Promise Is Hospitality 

Family Promise of Berks County’s vision is a community in which every family has a home, a livelihood, 

and the chance to build a better future together.  Their mission is to help homeless families and youth 

achieve sustainable independence through a community-based response. These families are usually home-

less for the first time.  Their ‘home’ while in the program is a different church each week.  During the day 

Family Promise works with the families to find jobs, housing and whatever support they need to get back 

on an even keel.  Atonement, as part of the community-based response, is ‘home’ for families several times 

a year. 

 

THANK YOU to the 31 people from Atonement, Trinity and Advent who spent 190 hours making our 

Family Promise guests welcome in February.  We hosted one family originally from Haiti.  In preparation 

for Host Week, I shared with volunteers that Getild is learning English, but fluent in French and Haitian 

Creole and suggested that the Google Translate mobile app is helpful. A few volunteer dinner preparers 

responded by looking up Haitian recipes to prepare for the family. For those without a home, food can be a 

powerful symbol of home; familiar food is so welcoming. 

 

Arlene Seeber made a dessert called bonbon sirop.  She said the name as best she could, but Getild did not 

recognize it.  But when she took a bite, she said, “I know this!  I make this!”  Then she said the name, 

which sounded very different from what Arlene said, even though it was the same thing!  It was good for a 

laugh and good for hospitality! 

 

Tim and Lynda McGuirk cooked a Haitian dinner in the church kitchen, with ice cream for dessert.  When 

10-year-old Milda came into the kitchen she just leaned on the counter, sniffing with her eyes closed, and 

said “What do I smell?”  Tim told her it was chicken and rice with beans.  She said “That’s my favorite!”  

The chicken legs and thighs were in a savory stew, and some peppers gave the rice with beans a little zip.  

8-year-old Michel ate three chicken legs and sucked every morsel of flavor from each bone.  Milda had 

several helpings too, so that she could not fit in any ice cream.  Michel still fit it in. Milda wanted to know 

how Tim learned to cook Haitian food (on the internet), and how long he had been making it (since today). 

When I told the Family Promise Executive Director about this wonderful meal, Elise asked, “Where are the 

pictures?” I was enjoying the food too much to take any, but Tim agreed to come to church early on Sun-

day so I could take a photo of him with the family  (see page 6) before they left. Even in the early morning 

rain there were smiles!  

 

Most of the other dinner preparers brought their children along to play with Michel and Milda. Thank you 

all for sharing your lives with our guests!  

 

You will be happy to know Getild, Milda and Michel have found a new home to call their own. 

 

We host again at April 29-May 6, 2018.  Come help us make our guests feel at home!  If you are not sure 

what it will be like, watch a 15-minute volunteer training video from Family Promise National at 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eYxru3Xq-gw 

 

Sign up on line at http://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0e49a9a822a4f94-family9 or on 

www.atonementwyo.org, under Connect, click on Volunteer, then click on Family Promise; or phone Dor-

othy DeLong at 484-529-0878 to volunteer. 

 



 

 

Flower Boxes of Love 
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Atonement 
Bach Scholarship 

Winners Save the Date 
 for 

Vacation Bible 
School 

 
June  18-22, 2018 

8:45 a.m.—11:30 a.m. 

The flower boxes are working!  We have in-

stalled 200 flower boxes around the Goggle-

works and Hope Lutheran Church.  The flower 

boxes are simply a door opener for building re-

lationships while also serving as an inspiration 

for residents and passersby. In December, we 

had conversations and hugs! It finally feels like 

we are getting to know people in the neighbor-

hoods. 

 

Save the date: Saturday, May 12 to help plant, 

install and converse!  Skills needed: ability to 

smile and willingness to get your hands dirty.  

We will meet in the church parking lot at 9:30 

a.m. to carpool.  We hope to be done by noon.  

Sign up in the narthex or on the Atonement 

website link to Sign Up Genius:  

www.SignUpGenius.com/go/20F0E49A9A822

A4F94-flower3 . 
 

If you are a Thrivent member, you can apply for 

a $250 Action Team Grant that can be used to 

buy plants and refreshments.  Contact Dorothy 

DeLong if you are willing to do this, at 484-

529-0878 or email pbjdelong@comcast.net. 

Winners of the 2018 Atonement Bach Schol-

arship will share their talents in our worship 

services throughout the next few months.  

This year we awarded six scholarships to 

deserving Berks County high school stu-

dents.  Here is the list of the 2018 scholarship 

recipients: 

 

 Bryn Werley, flute, Conrad Weiser High 

School, Grade 11 

 Matt Dribben, piano, Wyomissing High 

School, Grade 12 

 Kristen Suruskie, voice, Exeter High 

School, Grade 12 

 Marlin Thomas, tuba, Governor Mifflin 

High School, Grade 12 

 Maria Marmarou, marimba, Kutztown 

High School, Grade 12 

 Evan Nygard, trombone, Home-

school/Kutztown High School, Grade 11 

 

Right now is a great time to give to the 

Atonement Bach Scholarship.  Please make 

checks payable to Atonement Lutheran 

Church and write “Atonement Bach Scholar-

ship” in the memo line.  Any amount is ac-

cepted.  Your continued support will help 

Atonement and Reading Musical Foundation 

provide financial help to the highest level of 

young musical talent Berks County.  Please 

contact Tom Yenser if you have questions or 
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