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Atonement Lutheran Church  

5 Wyomissing  Blvd . ,  Wyomissing ,  PA 19610  

Phone :   610-375-3512;  Fax  610 -375-3511;  www.atonementwyo .org    

Worship Schedule 
Saturday: 
5:00 p.m.  

Informal Worship  
Sunday: 

 8:15 a.m.  Worship  
 9:30 a.m.  

Faith Enrichment  
10:15 a.m. God Time! 
11:00 a.m. Worship  
Communion is at all  

services. 

Festival Worship at Atonement 
Celebrating the 500th Anniversary  

of the Reformation 

 

Saturday, October 21 
5:00 p.m. – Reformation music led by Stephen 

Longenecker, Jr. 

Sunday, October 22 

8:15 a.m. – Reformation music led by Tom Yenser 

on the organ 

11:00 a.m. - Uplifting hymns led by a festival choir, 

brass and timpani 

 

You are invited to join the festival choir for this once-in-a-lifetime cele-

bration. Rehearsals are Thursdays in the choir room, October 5, 12 and 

19, 8:00-9:00 p.m. If you would like to participate, please contact Tom 

Yenser at 610-375-3512 or tyenser@atonementwyo.org 

Together in Hope 

A RECONCILING REFORMATION 

Sunday, October 22 at 3:00 p.m. 

St. Ignatius Roman Catholic Church 

2810 St. Alban’s Drive, Sinking Spring, PA 19608 

You are invited to be part of a special Worship Service of Word and Mu-

sic for the commemoration of the 500th Anniversary of the Reformation. 

Leaders from the Roman Catholic, Methodist, UCC/Reformed, Episcopal 

and Lutheran traditions have joined together to plan this special service 

and invite all to attend.  Music will play a large part in this service; our 

Director of Music, Tom Yenser, is on the planning team and members of 

Atonement Choir are participating in the community choir. 

 

Our worship together will focus on the themes of Thanksgiving, Repent-

ance, and Call to Common Mission. The liturgy is built around the words 

of reformers from different denominations, celebrating our common faith 

in a loving and reconciling God.  Don’t miss this special opportunity to 

worship with our faith partners of many traditions as we celebrate the 

500th anniversary of the Reformation. 
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From Pastor Hersch 

Dear Members and Friends of Atonement, 

 

God is with you! 

 

Boy, let me tell you, the last six weeks have been 

a whirlwind for the Hersch household! The day 

after our time with you on August 13, my letter 

of resignation went out to the Ascension congre-

gation. Our last wonderful Sunday with them 

was September 10th. Adriana, my wife, submitted 

her letter of resignation to the City of Phoenix. 

Her last day there will be September 22. We got 

bids from three moving companies to schlep our 

stuff across country, and Atonement’s leadership 

gave us a budget to get the job done. We’ve been 

in touch with the school district so Seb, our third 

grader, can start at Wyomissing Hills as soon as 

possible. Jen, our preschool director, let us know 

that there is room for Butch, our three year old, 

in Atonement’s amazing program. And we’ve 

been purging and packing and prepping and 

purging our home for the big transition. It is un-

believable how much stuff can fit in a three-

bedroom home! As I write this, I’m not quite 

sure how it’s all going to get done in time. May-

be you’ve been there before. 

 

But ready or not, we make our way to Wy-

omissing on Saturday, September 30t On Octo-

ber 1, I will be presiding at the sanctuary ser-

vices and attending God Time. God bless her, 

Pastor Julie agreed to preach that Sunday! I can’t 

wait to see you and greet you and worship with 

you that day! I will then be preaching for the first 

time as your senior pastor on the following Sun-

day, October 8. That’s so exciting for me! 

 

Let me share with you some news about our liv-

ing situation in Wyomissing. Initially, we had 

assumed that we would be living in the parson-

age. Living there would have been so convenient 

and definitely would have made the cross-

country move easier. Our financial advisor 

warned us, however, that, at our age and stage, it 

would be unwise for us to give up the tax bene-

fits and equity potential of home ownership—

especially since Adriana is leaving her well-paid 

job and full pension. So, having consulted with 

Atonement’s leadership, and when our home in 

Scottsdale sells, we will be purchasing our own 

home there in Wyomissing. In the meantime, we 

will be living at 100 Park at Wyomissing Square, 

the apartment complex just down the street from 

church. I’m so sorry if this news is upsetting to 

any of you in any way, and I desperately hope 

that you will understand that Adriana and I strug-

gled mightily to make the wisest decision for our 

family and future. And I can tell you that Atone-

ment’s Council will be dedicating some time to 

figuring out what the long-term stewardship of 

the parsonage should look like. 

 

Thank you, brothers and sisters, for the call to 

join your ministry, and thank you in advance for 

your patience with me as the fam and I get settled. 

Though I’ve done lots of ministry of supervision 

and strategy before, this is the very first time I’ll 

be doing so as a “senior” pastor—God help us! I 

know I have so much to learn, and I know that the 

amazing congregation, Council, and staff of 

Atonement have so much to teach me. Please pray 

for me, and please help me. Please come to wor-

ship as often as you can, even when you don’t 

feel like it. Please honor the Spirit of Jesus by 

choosing to participate in our congregation in 

ways that are healthy—resist the temptation to 

gossip or triangulate or hold grudges. Please give 

as generously as you can of the time, talent, treas-

ure, and tribe God has temporarily allowed you to 

enjoy. Even as you tend to your friendships on 

Sunday morning, please take the time to warmly 

welcome anyone you may not recognize. And 

please be super intentional about inviting friends, 

family members, neighbors, classmates, cowork-

ers, strangers, and even enemies to experience the 

in-breaking reign of God through Atonement. 

 

The time is right. God’s reign is so close to us, 

it’s right beside us. Let us together recommit, 

reprioritize, reorganize, and repent. Believe again 

and always. 

 

In the Spirit of Jesus, 

Ryan+ 
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From Pastor Recher 
For everything there is a season, and a time for every mat-

ter under heaven:  

a time to be born, and a time to die;  

a time to plant, and a time to pluck up what is planted;  

a time to kill, and a time to heal;  

a time to break down, and a time to build up;  

a time to weep, and a time to laugh;  

a time to mourn, and a time to dance… 

  Ecclesiastes 3:1-4 

 

This often quoted part of Ecclesiastes speaks to the 

ephemeral nature of human lives and things in this 

world.  Change is an inevitable part of life, and we 

have been embracing that at Atonement through this 

transition.  In the interim we’ve adopted an attitude 

both of building community and experimentation.  

Some of those experiments have continued into the 

fall (or just begun), while others have fallen by the 

wayside.  We anticipate more changes to come, of 

course, with our new Senior Pastor coming this 

month, and we so look forward to welcoming him 

and his family!    Along with all these changes, how-

ever, come stress and anxiety.  At the same time we 

hope for a thriving future.  We hope for new life in 

different areas of Atonement’s ministry and within 

our own faith lives.  We hope for God’s inspiration to 

move us.  Through all of this transition, all these 

changes, we’ve been invited into discernment, and 

that discernment continues.  

 

I invite you into reflection this day on this passage 

from Ecclesiastes.  What in your own life needs 

building up?  What needs breaking down?  Knowing 

that we believe in a crucified and risen Christ, what 

old things (habits or distractions) in you need to die?  

And what is waiting to be born?  What is God calling 

you to?  You could and should ask all the same ques-

tions about Atonement, especially “What is God call-

ing US to?”   

 

No matter what your answers are, trust that the Crea-

tor God who called us all into being watches over us, 

walks with us, continues to inspire and guide us.  In 

that the peace of God which passes all understanding 

will keep your heart and mind in Christ Jesus.     

 

  -Pastor Julie 

From Kathy Yenser 

September 18, 2017 

 

Dear Members of Atonement,  

 

Upon prayerful consideration, I have decided to 

accept a full-time call as Office Administrator at 

St. John’s Lutheran Church in Reading.  While the 

call is from St. John’s, I will serve in a shared po-

sition for the congregations of Christ, Grace, and 

St. John’s, all part of The Reading Lutheran Parish 

(RLP).  The three churches have been engaged in 

collaborative ministry in recent years.   

 

Currently, I am working at Grace Church in the 

mornings as its Office Administrator.  Since 

Christ and St. John’s are now both in need of an 

Office Administrator, the congregations decided 

to extend the collaborative ministry model to this 

position.  It is with excitement that I embark on 

this new path of ministry which will begin on Oc-

tober 16. 

 

It has been a privilege to work with you for ten 

years as the Director of Children’s Ministries.  

What a joy it has been to grow with our children 

and participate in celebrations of their faith!  As 

Atonement prepares for renewal with the arrival 

of our Senior Pastor, Ryan Hersch, may its mem-

bers find joy in responding to the promise of 

God’s everlasting love. 

 

Yours in Christ,   

Kathy Yenser 

We sincerely thank Kathy for all that she has 

done for Atonement over the past ten years.She 

has worked diligently to provide a wide variety 

of appealing ways for children of all ages to learn 

about Jesus and grow in faith.  We will be having 

a reception for her following the 11:00 a.m. wor-

ship service on Sunday, October 15.  At that 

time, we plan to present Kathy with a token of 

our thanks for her work at Atonement. If you 

would like to make a contribution to this effort, 

please send it to Scott Gruver in the enclosed 

envelope.  Please be sure to indicate that the con-

tribution is for the Kathy Yenser gift. 
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Council Corner 

We have received many questions regarding the 

parsonage and moving expenses incurred with 

Pastor Hersch’s call. I apologize if I was remiss 

in not explaining these things earlier. I will try 

to fill you in on these details. 

 

The parsonage question has been on council’s 

thoughts for many years now. We were finally 

going to decide what to do with it when the 

new pastor came. If he wanted it, we would 

have to do extensive upgrades. If he didn’t, our 

options were either renting it out (after up-

grades), selling it, or making the lot into a park-

ing area. 

 

Pastor Hersch has decided not to take the par-

sonage, for a variety of reasons. The first is 

that, like all people nowadays, he wants equity 

in a home of his own for his family. It is unrea-

sonable nowadays for a minister to work for the 

Church for 40 years, using a parsonage, and 

then retire and have to take out a 30-year mort-

gage. Housing is just too expensive. This is 

why, according to Pastor Richter, “many, if not 

most, Lutheran congregations no longer have 

parsonages.” 

 

The second is that the parsonage is old and 

needs extensive repairs: There is water leakage 

in the basement and the lot needs to be entirely 

re-graded in order to help remedy this.  Three 

of the four bathrooms are still original from the 

1960s and need to be totally redone.  The kitch-

en had a re-do recently but also needs to be up-

dated.  All of the windows need to be replaced.  

The garage door needs to be replaced and safe-

ty features added.  The venting system in the 

floor of the first floor may actually be interfer-

ing with the radon remediation system in the 

basement.  

 

With these and a few other minor repairs, the 

cost to rehab the house will be much more than 

we can ever expect to get back should we put it 

on the market. The repairs would also have to 

be done should we decide to rent it out. 

 

 

The third reason is that we need to grow. Pastor 

Hersch has been trained in congregational rede-

velopment. He is here to help Atonement to 

grow - and in today’s day and age, we need 

more parking for that. We have looked at other 

areas that can give us parking in the past two 

years - the community center and the Lynne Av-

enue property - but if those buildings were taken 

down, they would not yield enough parking 

spaces to justify the cost. The parsonage lot will 

give us more, and we are exploring the possibil-

ity of this with the Wyomissing borough. 

. 

People have also asked why the moving expens-

es are so much, and why isn’t the church paying 

for them - in other words, why did I come to you 

to ask for your help in this? 

 

Pastor Hersch is moving about 2500 miles to 

answer our call. This includes a house full of 

furniture, two cars and four people. It is our re-

sponsibility as his future employer to pay for all 

of these expenses.  The church is paying for 

these expenses - and WE are the church. We are 

also $41,000 behind in giving at the end of sum-

mer and have no cash on hand. It is not a helpful 

practice to use endowment funds for these pur-

poses.  And we are behind in giving because we 

have 715 families in this congregation and only 

about 281 pledge annually. This is what we use 

to make a budget each year - so if only 40% of 

us pledge, it makes putting together a budget 

very difficult. And this money not only supports 

this congregation, but the NE Synod, and the 

ELCA as a whole. 

 

That is why we have called Pastor Hersch. To 

help Atonement grow again. 

 

And that is why we are reaching out to you, our 

church, to help bring this man to Reading, Penn-

sylvania, to help us grow so that we can spread 

the Good News of Christ and not have to worry 

so much about the budget. 

 

 (continued on page 5) 
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We will be walking on October 8 to help children 

and families worldwide to have food for today, while 

building for a better tomorrow. CROP Walkers, vol-

unteers, and sponsors put their caring into action, 

raising funds to help end hunger and poverty at home 

and around the world. We are walking as Team 

Atonement, and we'd like to invite you to join us! 

Together we can be a part of the solution!  

 

To register for the walk or financially give, go to 

www.crophungerwalk.org and search Team Atone-

ment. We will meet at Gring's Mill for lunch at 12:30 

and walk at 1:30 p.m.  

CROP Walk 

So, please consider making a special gift to Atone-

ment in these days of transition. Please mark this 

check with either “moving” to help defray those 

costs, or “transition” to cover other costs that we 

have accrued. 

 

If you have any questions, please talk to me, other 

members of church council, or Pastor Recher. We 

welcome the opportunity to have further dialogue. 

 

Thank you. 

Sharon Calder, Council President 

Cross+Gen Faith Enrichment 

From 9:30-10:15 a.m. each Sunday we invite peo-

ple of all ages to come to Lundin Hall to laugh, to 

sing, to sign (American Sign Language), to explore 

God’s Word, to share highs and lows, to pray, and 

to bless each other.   

 

We call this time Cross+Gen Faith Enrichment, a 

pause in the week when we find God’s love and 

grace among and in the people of Atonement.  Fam-

ilies gather together, elders share faith experiences 

with children they have seen at worship but not yet 

gotten to know, teens share their wit and wisdom of 

this technological age with those around them.  To-

gether we grow in God’s love.  Together we be-

come more aware of God around us.  Together we 

respond to God’s presence in our lives.  It all hap-

pens during a time filled with funky music, colorful 

art, and fast moving action!   

 

It is our hope that parents and caregivers will join 

their children from infants through teens at 9:30 

a.m. on Sundays for Cross+Gen.  If that is not pos-

sible, children may still participate without them.  

But be careful!  Children may not be able to stop 

talking about all that their parents or caregivers are 

missing.     

Women of Atonement will meet on Wednesday 

October 4 at 1:00 p.m. in the Privacy Room. Our 

speaker will be Jen Dauber, director of the Atone-

ment Christian Preschool.  Jen will share infor-

mation about Atonement Christian Preschool, its 

history and current programs, as well as its out-

reach, needs and future plans. The presentation 

includes a PowerPoint slideshow with photo-

graphs of the preschool students and time for 

questions and answers.  

 We are looking for volunteers to provide refresh-

ments, set up for the meeting, and clean up after-

ward.  Please call the church office to volunteer.  

(Gail will be out of town.) We will be establishing 

a schedule for the year based on member partici-

pation and leadership. Over the summer some of 

us met with Pastor Driver-Bishop to plot a differ-

ent course for WOA based on participation issues. 

It is hoped that our members will respond to this 

challenge and bring ideas in preparation of the 

December election of officers.  

 President Gail Dawson-White 

Women of Atonement 

Like us on Facebook by going to 

Atonement Lutheran Church. 

Council Corner (continued) 
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Preschool News 

September flew by as we made new friends and 

adjusted to school routines.  Mrs. Donna Egan 

got the children moving in gym class.  Pastor 

Julie and Mr. Yenser led us in our first monthly 

chapel. Fine art classes for 4’s and PreK with 

Nancy Brossman were held. Photographer Me-

ghan White captured the personalities of the chil-

dren during picture week.   

 

We are looking forward to fall and all that the 

month of October brings: fire safety week with 

visits to the Wyomissing Fire Station, harvest 

time at the Brecknock Orchard and our annual 

Halloween parades.  Music Sing-Alongs accom-

panied by Donna Egan on guitar will begin this 

month.   

 

Thank you to Cynthia Bickley, Carol Lubitz, 

Kate Cirulli, Diane Baldwin, Moira Fallon and 

Regina Doyle for helping make our youngest 

children’s separation go very smoothly.  This 

preschool year is off to a great start! 

Family Promise of Berks Coun-

ty is people of faith working 

together to provide homeless 

families with help for today and 

hope for the future. These fami-

lies are homeless, usually for the 

first time. Their 'home' while in 

the program is a different church 

each week. During the day Fam-

ily Promise works with the families to find jobs, 

housing and whatever support they need to get 

back on an even keel.  Atonement is 'home' for 

families several times a year. 

 

THANK YOU to the 40 people who spent 391 

hours making our Family Promise guests wel-

come for two weeks in a row this summer. We 

had the most guests at a time that we have ever 

had. The 11 children so enjoyed our gym! 

 

We host again at Thanksgiving, starting the day 

before the holiday through Dec. 3. Consider shar-

ing this family holiday with our guests, who real-

ly need family support at this trying time of their 

lives. 

 

SIGN UP ONLINE at link 

http://www.sianupqenius.com/Qo/20f0e49a9a822

a4f94-familv5 or on www.Atonementwvo.org 

under Connect, click on Ministries, then Social 

Ministry and then scroll down to Family Promise 

or PHONE Dorothy DeLong at 484-529-0878 to 

volunteer. 

 

Before we host again, you can help support the 

work done during the day with our guest families: 

 By attending the Giving Goes Glam fashion 

show to benefit Family Promise on Wednes-

day, October 4 at the Neag Planetarium, spon-

sored by the L.O.V.E. team of West Reading. 

Tickets are $40 and sponsorship opportunities 

are available. 

 By buying a 25% off shopping pass for $5 to 

Boscov's Friends Helping Friends sale on 

Tuesday, October 17. 

  By sponsoring a youth attending the Card-

board Village on Friday, October 27, where 

they will sleep in a cardboard box, learn about 

Family Promise homelessness, and raise funds for Fami-

ly Promise U-Turn program that serves 

homeless teens. 

 

Contact Dorothy DeLong for any of these at 

church or 484-529-0878 or pbjdelo-

na@comcast.net or use the Family Promise 

website www.familypromiseofberks.org.  

 

THANK YOU! 

 

From the Prayer Ministry Team 

Pray hardest when it's hardest to pray.  
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