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Phone:   610 -375 -3512 |  Fax 610 -375-3511 |  www.atonementwyo.org  

New Fall Schedule 
beginning September 9 

 
Sunday Worship 

8:30 & 11:00 AM 
 

Sunday School 
9:45 AM 

 
Thursday Bible Study 

1:30 PM 

Rally Sunday  
September 9! 

 Come join us on Sunday, September 9, at 9:45 AM, in Lundin Hall for fun, 
food, and fellowship! Our Rally Day activities will be highlighted by the show Mar-
ian and Friends. Think you are too old for a puppet show? Not so! All are welcome: 
Atonement members, friends of Atonement members, the youngest and the oldest—
this is an event for all. Light refreshments will be available at the end of the show.   
 
 And we have a special request: help us build our Atonement Family Tree 
that eventually will be located in the narthex. How can you help us build it? Simply 
gather your family—whether it be your immediate family of mom, dad, brother, 
sister, or your church family of friends—and visit our photo area in Lundin Hall on 
Rally Day to get your family picture taken. Our family photos will then be dis-
played on Atonement's Family Tree. And don't fret if you don't get your picture on 
September 9. There will be more opportunities before and after worship in the Sun-
days that follow Rally Sunday to get your photo taken! We are so excited to wel-
come Sunday School back to Atonement’s ministry, and want to kick it off with a 
bang. Please join us! 

Between services on August 26, Atonement’s 4th 
through 6th grade students received training as aco-
lytes. Pictured left are Braelyn Reis and Grace 
O’Reilly with Mr. Yenser. Don’t the girls look 
thrilled to pose for Michelle Huber’s photo?!? They 
are carrying new torches that will be dedicated to 
God’s glory in memory of our friends, Burt and Alice 
Kominick. Acolytes (4th through 6th grade) and 
Crucifers (7th and 8th grades) will serve at services 
with a choir procession. Contact Pastor Julie if your 
young person would like to serve! 

Sunday School classes begin on September 16! 
 

Register your students online or through the office today! 
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God’s Family Tree— 
Sunday School this fall 

 
 Sunday School is just around the corner, and our first 10 week unit is all 
about being a part of God’s Family Tree. The excitement for our relaunch is 
overwhelming! Many returning Sunday School teachers and some new faces, 
including some awesome teens, are joining the Sunday School teaching team. 
Please join us in thanking the following for serving as a teacher, a mentor, and a 
spiritual role model for our youth: Joe Alcaro, Heather Bratton, Debbie Gentry, 
Debra Hottenstein, Todd Hazlett, Vanessa Levering, Kerry Lord, Meghan 
Neiswender, Pamela Wetzel, Laura Youngcourt, Lydia Botterbusch, Riley Daub-
er, Elizabeth Harenza, Callum Hazlett, Brooke Herb, Emily Shirk and Rachel 
Shirk. 
 
 If you are interested in serving as a teacher for this first 10 week unit of Sunday school, we would love to 
have you! High schoolers can also serve as teaching assistants in the Sunday School! The younger children love 
getting to interact with you and they look up to you—and the adults sure could use your help. Anyone who would 
like to help with Sunday school, please contact Melissa Hazlett at mhazlett@atonementwyo.org.   
 
 A special word of thanks to Kate Harenza, the Botterbusch Family, and the Marshall family for opening up 
their homes and serving as gracious hosts for our Sunday School teacher orientation and progressive dinner on 
September 6. Additionally, many thanks for the beautifully designed banners, posters, and flyers created by Kerry 
Lord for promotion of our Sunday School relaunch. Many thanks as well to our handy and creative Steve Fellman, 
who is constructing the Atonement Family Tree that will soon be adorning the narthex for our first Sunday school 
unit. Be sure to bring your family to get your picture taken on Rally Day so our tree will blossom and be full of 
leaves! 
 
 Registration is available online as well as in person at church. We will also have the opportunity to register 
children at our Rally Day on September 9, at 9:45 AM. Please help us to spread the word! We look forward to see-
ing you then! 

Transportation to Sunday School 
 
The  children of the Johnson-Agiri family, our friends from Nigeria, are eager to 
be a part of our new Sunday School starting September 9. They live in West Read-
ing and need transportation to and from our program for the next 11 weeks.  
 
 You can help by picking them up at 9:30 AM and/or bringing them home 
at 10:45 AM on any of the dates listed below. The family lives just behind Aladdin 
Restaurant at 4th and Court Street. They are 9, 7, and 5 years old and have been a 
part of Atonement programs in the past. They loved Vacation Bible School! We 
will provide a signup sheet in the narthex for each trip on each Sunday. All drivers 
will need to complete the basic PA clearances necessary for those who work with 
children. Atonement pays for this service.  
 
 Thank you all you considering this outreach to make our Sunday School 
even more full and vibrant! Questions, call Gail Dawson-White at 601-372-1131. 
The dates are September 9, 16, 23, 30, October 7, 14, 21, 28, November 4, 11, 18. 
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Installation of our wonderful Sunday School teachers and assistants  
 

will take place during worship on Rally Sunday! 
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Action Bible Study 
 
Middle Schoolers (7th and 8th 
graders) are gathering for the 
Action Bible study from 9:45 
to 10:45 AM each week that 
Sunday School meets. Join us 
for an overview of the Story of 
God—beginning with the Old 
Testament in this Fall. Kings, 
troublemakers, lies, murder, 
intrigue, division, and con-
quest, all ahead for us to expe-

rience! AND we’ll be reading from a graphic novel ver-
sion of scripture illustrated by one of the illustrators for 
Marvel and DC comics, Sergio Cariello! Pastor Ryan 
and Pastor Julie will be taking turns teaching. 2018—2019 Confirmation Program 

 
The Confirmation Program is about helping youth en-
hance their walk with Jesus by delving more intention-
ally into our congregation’s faith practices. This year’s 
program will include the following components:   
 
• Atonement’s new Action Bible Study on Sunday 

mornings from 9:45—10:45 AM; 
 
• Gatherings on 3rd Sundays of the month from 

4:30—6:00 PM for relationship-building, learning, 
and small grouping; 

 
• Worship participation, including sermon notes 

and serving as Crucifer at services with a choir pro-
cession; and 

 
• Participation in Service/Learning opportunities. 

 
Along the way we’ll have fun, delve into difficult top-
ics, and learn more about each other and God’s family 
here at Atonement. If you missed the orientation on 
August 26, please contact Pastor Julie to get your 
youngster (7th grade or older) enrolled.   

Summer Confirmation—We escaped the Vikings!   

Monthly High School Small Group 
 
9th  —12th graders will gather on the 3rd Sundays of 
the month, from 9:45 to 10:45 AM, for small group 
fellowship and learning. We will be delving into topics 
that impact you right now, such as stress and pressure, 
friend and relationship struggles, and more—all 
through the lens of spirituality. Leaders for this group 
will be Cathy Durand and Johanna Ray. This group will 
also lead the planning of next summer’s youth mission 
trip! 

League of Lutherans (LOL) 
Junior Youth Group for 4th—6th graders 

 
Join us September 30, 4:30—6:00 PM, in Atone-
ment’s gym. Fun activities, get-to-know-you stuff, and 
brainstorming for the rest of the year. Plan to join us 
and bring your friends! LOL meets about once a month. 
4th—6th graders are also invited to serve as acolytes in 
worship. Contact Pastor Julie for more info! 

2018 Blessing of the Backpacks 
 
During worship on Sunday, August 26, students and teachers 
brought their backpacks and briefcases with them to worship. 
The community prayed them into another year of learning and 
teaching! Following worship, Pastor Julie handed out colorful 
backpack tags that declare, “God’s got my back!” If you 
missed the blessing, backpack tags are still available in the nar-
thex. And don’t forget: pray for our students and educators! 
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Youth Ministry opportunities this month 



 

 

Preschool News 
 
Back to School is one of my favorite times of the 
year. As I start my fourth year as Preschool Direc-
tor, I am looking forward to our 2018—2019 
school year and greeting the preschoolers and their 
families each day. Our year kicks off with orienta-
tion on September 4 and 5. Classes begin Septem-
ber 6, 7, and 10. We have 132 students registered 
with many students enrolled in multiple classes for 
a total of 185 filled spaces! 
 
Our preschool staff has some new faces and several 
members have changed classroom roles. New to 
Atonement, Abigail Faust will serve as our Older 
Toddler teacher. Abby graduated from RACC in 
May. She did her student teaching in a PreK class-
room and helps with children with special needs at 
her church. She recently got engaged to her fiancé 
Evan. Two women new to our staff but are familiar 
to our preschool are Jill Claassen and Jess Clouser.  
Jill will assist in one of our 4-year-old classes. She 
concluded her time as a preschool parent in May 
when her son Benny graduated from Atonement.  
She and her husband Chris also have a daughter 
Taylor. Jess and her husband Derek have three chil-
dren, preschool alum Reagan and current pre-
schoolers Max and Blair. Jess will assist in our new 
Younger Toddler class. Staff members Melody 
Walley and Libby Pflomm step into the lead teach-
er role in our Younger Toddler/Together Time and 
4-year-old classes respectively. Both were assistant 
teachers last year. 
 
In September the staff will welcome our students 
and help them acclimate to preschool and its rou-
tines as well as foster relationships among fellow 
preschoolers and their teachers. Tama McConnell 
will begin her Kindermusik and Let’s Pretend clas-
ses the week of September 17. Photographer Me-
ghan White returns to capture our students’ per-
sonalities with her fine art photography sessions the 
week of September 24. 
 
A goal of the preschool for the 2018—2019 school 
year is to raise funds to purchase new playground 
equipment. We are exploring the option of moving 
the playground from its existing location to the 
front lawn outside the preschool entrance. We ap-
preciate the support of the church and our pre-
school families, past and present, as we move for-
ward with this project. 
 
There is so much to look forward to as we begin 
Atonement Christian Preschool’s 42nd school year! 

Do you or someone you know have children 
ready for preschool? Atonement Christian 
Preschool has openings in several classes:  
• Toddler 
• Naturalist 
• Explorer Enrichment 
• Together Time 
 
Contact Mrs. Dauber for more information at  
jdauber@atonementwyo.org or 610-375-8049.  
Preschool starts September 4 and 5! Help us 
spread the word about our wonderful school! 

Welcome, new Teachers! 

Jill Claassen Jess Clouser 

Abby Faust 
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 Out of the mouths of infants and  

babies you, Lord, have prepared  

praise for yourself! 
Matthew 21:16 
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Small Group Book 
Study  

What on Earth  
Am I Here For? 

Six Sundays,  
September 23 — October 28 

9:45—10:45 AM  
 
“The Lord is near to all who  
call on him, to all who call  

on him in truth.” 
Psalm 145:18  

 
Join us to study the book The Purpose Driven Life by 
Rick Warren. First published in 2002, this book takes 
readers on a spiritual journey that will transform your 
answer to life’s most important question: What on 
earth am I here for? 
 
The entire group will meet in the Privacy Room at 9:45 
a.m. on Sunday, September 23rd. There will be copies 
of the book to look over, and will be available for pur-
chase (approximately $11).If you already own the 
book- great! Bring it with you to the first meeting. At 
that first meeting we will discuss the overall concept of 
the book, and how we might divide it for study. 
 
Please sign up on the clipboard in the narthex if you 
are planning to attend the book study. This helps to 
plan for discussion facilitators and room reservations. 
If obtaining a book is a hardship in any way, contact 
Sarah Smith at sjs0716@comcast.net or 610-823-1708. 

Adult Forum with Doug Tieman  
November 4, 9:45 AM 

 
All are welcome to join us for a presentation by 
Doug Tieman, CEO of Caron Treatment Cen-
ter, on the topic of “Spirituality and Church 
Life—How it Makes Life Better.” Does 
“spirituality”, i.e., a connection to God, en-
hance quality of life? What does research and 
statistics tell us about church life and its impact 
on every aspect of a family’s health? This adult 
forum on November 4 will address these ques-
tions as it explores the topic of how one’s faith 
and spirituality affect all aspects of our lives. 
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Adult Ministry opportunities this fall 

“How to read the Bible like a Lutheran” 
 

On Sunday, September 16, at 9:45 AM, Pastor Ryan 
will teach this orientation to understanding the Scrip-
tures. We hear the living voice of the gospel speaking 
to us through the written word in four particular ways. 
We also read Scripture together on two (or maybe 
three) schedules. Our interaction with the Scriptures at 
Atonement will make so much more sense when you 
know some of this basic information—the story behind 
the story. 
 

Thursday Bible Study 
 
Starting on Thursday, September 13, at 1:30 PM, and 
continuing through Thursday, November 15, the com-
ing Sunday’s preacher will teach and lead discussion on 
the coming Sunday’s texts. This fall, Pastor Ryan will 
be preaching on first, third, and fourth Sundays, and 
Pastor Julie will be preaching on second and fifth Sun-
days. The Sunday readings contain so much more mate-
rial than our preachers can cover in a ten-to-fifteen-
minute sermon! If there is a good turn-out for this Bible 
study, it may continue after Thanksgiving. 

Pastor Ryan and Pastor 
Julie would like to offer a 

monthly evening Bible 
study for people who 

work during the day. At 
the moment, we are look-

ing at Wednesdays or 
Thursdays. If you are 

interested in attending, 
and have a preference for 
meeting time, please con-
tact Pastor Ryan. We’re 

hoping to schedule a 
gathering before the end 

of September! 
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Sunday worship this September — Wisdom 

the fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost, September 2 
Pastor Ryan preaching ♦ Song of Solomon 2:8-13 

 

Though using language and images of a love story, the Song of Solomon has long been interpreted allegorically. 
Jewish lore sees it as a description of the love between the Lord and Israel. Christians have often interpreted the 

Song as a description of the love between Christ and his church.  
 

the sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost, September 9 
Pastor Julie preaching ♦ Proverbs 22:1-2, 8-9, 22-23 

installation of Sunday school teachers 
 

The sayings in the book of Proverbs impart the collective wisdom of centuries. Speaking of wealth and poverty, these 
particular verses teach that those who are blessed by God should honor the poor, for they are within God’s special 

care.  
 

the seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost, September 16 
Pastor Ryan preaching ♦ Proverbs 1:20-33 

 

In these verses Wisdom is personified as a woman who invites all who will listen to follow her. Though Wisdom of-
fers her hand to those who scoff at her, they spurn all such counsel. That they come to ruin is predictable. Those who 

find Wisdom, however, find life.  
 

the eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost, September 23 
Pastor Ryan preaching ♦ Proverbs 31:10-31 

Holy Baptism for Rylee Marie Fehnel at 11:00 AM 
 

This passage, which ends the book of Proverbs, describes the good wife. She is a supremely capable and hardwork-
ing person, who runs the household and also engages in commercial ventures. She cares both for her family and for 

the poor, and she fears the Lord.  
 

the nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost, September 30 
Pastor Julie preaching ♦ Esther 7:1-6, 9-10; 9:20-22 

Blessing of the Quilts at 8:30 and 11:00 AM 
 

This book tells the story of Queen Esther, who saves her people, the Jews, from the murderous schemes of Haman, 
advisor to the Persian king, her husband. Haman is hanged on the gallows he constructed for Esther’s cousin Mor-

decai, and the Jews celebrate the feast of Purim to commemorate this victory over their enemies.  

8:30 AM vs. 11:00 AM 
 
Is there a difference between the two services this fall? While they are very similar, there are a few differences. First 
of all, the preacher for the day is both preacher and presiding minister at the 8:30 AM gathering. That means 
Pastor Ryan preaches and presides at 8:30 AM on first, third, and fourth Sundays, while Pastor Julie preaches and 
presides at 8:30 AM on second and fifth Sundays. Both pastors divide the service at 11:00 AM—one preaching, one 
presiding. Also, at the 8:30 AM service this fall, the liturgy of the Word will include the singing of the appointed 
psalm and the second reading (this month from James!). At the 11:00 AM service, the psalm and second reading 
will be omitted to make room for a Children’s Sermon. The 8:30 AM service celebrates Holy Communion on first 
and third Sundays, and takes the form of a Service of the Word with a slightly longer sermon on second, fourth, 
and fifth Sundays. The 11:00 AM service is almost always a celebration of Holy Communion. The two services can 
also be different from one another depending on when Baptisms are scheduled, choirs are singing, etc. Generally 
there are around 100 people in worship at 8:30 AM and 150 to 200 people in worship at 11:00 AM. 
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Attendance in August 
 
    2018 2017 
First Sunday in August    231   162 
Second Sunday in August   210   297 
Third Sunday in August    189   166 
Fourth Sunday in August   269   210 
Total August attendance    899   835 

 

Thank you so much, Atonement, for your incredible generosity! 
 

If you have any questions about your contributions, please contact Amy Rogers at the church office. 

Update on Capital Campaign Projects 
 

At a special congregational meeting on July 29, the congregation authorized the Council to secure a loan of up to 
$1.3 million dollars from the ELCA’s Mission Investment Fund (MIF). We submitted the final application and have 
received formal notice of our approval! The MIF will work with a title company to make sure there are no liens on 
the church property, which process will take another couple weeks. Once that is done, we can start signing some 
contracts and get to work on our deferred maintenance. Remember that the Property Committee’s list of deferred 
maintenance and capital improvement priorities is available in the narthex. 
 
The Parsonage/Parking lot project is moving slowly but surely. We are awaiting the final copy of the drawing of 
the parking lot, which will be submitted to the borough. In the meantime, Pastor Ryan has begun talking with our 
neighbors to make sure that they know what we will be doing. We will keep you posted on the borough’s decision. 
 
As many of you know, Pastor Julie and Jo have moved into a house of their own. We have decided to rent the asso-
ciate pastor parsonage on Lynne for at least a period of one year. Many thanks to our amazing property manager, 
Tom Gresh, and the dedicated volunteers who helped to prepare the home for rental! The house looks great! 
 
We now have a reasonable bid to replace the air conditioning units in Lundin Hall. The units could be installed 
this fall or winter. Capping the retaining wall will probably have to wait until the parking lot is done next year (same 
for the new railings for the gym entrance stairs). The new phone system and new computers are installed and work-
ing well, as well as new outdoor lighting. We will probably repoint the mica stone in the old building in the spring. 
 
Our main concern is with the water infiltration problem in the “new” building, which has plagued us since our 
time of occupancy. We had thought that the problem was confined to the envelope around the building, the notorious 
Dryvit. Dryvit was touted as something new and wonderful when it was installed, but has turned out to be a real 
problem. We had to hire a company to investigate how extensive the problem is, and have discovered that the leak-
age is not just confined to the alley side of the new building. Recently, the same company found that many of the 
windows in the narthex, as well as some windows with stained glass in the sanctuary, are also leaking. It appears 
they were improperly installed. We have also discovered that the foundation of the new building itself is leaking be-
cause of improper installation of the flashing (among other things).  
 
It is becoming clear that we might have to make adjustments in the way we spend the Capital Campaign money 
that we have raised. We may have to forgo some of the smaller projects, like replacing the floors in Lundin hall and 
the sanctuary, in order to cover the expense of the water remediation. We have not yet received proposals for the 
remediation of the Dryvit, the windows, and foundation, which absolutely have to be done. This has been going on 
for 25 years now, and it must be fixed or the building will be severely damaged. 
 
We will keep you posted on the progress that we are making on these numerous projects.  If you have any questions, 
don’t hesitate to ask Tom Gresh, Pastor Ryan, or Sharon Calder. 

Together  
 In Faith 



 

 

The Arts at Atonement 2018 — 2019 

We cordially invite you to attend our new season of The Arts at Atonement Lutheran Church. An array of outstand-
ing performances appealing to a broad range of tastes will begin in October and continue through May. Other events 
may also be added later; check the church newsletter or local media sources for listings. 
 

Sunday, October 7, 7:00 PM 
Three Bach Lute Suites – a recital by David Cullen, guitar 

 

Sunday, October 14, 7:00 PM 
Between the Arias – Opus One Chamber Choir will collaborate with Berks Opera Company to present a concert of 

opera choruses, arias and scenes. 
 

Saturday, October 27, 7:30 PM 
Mozart’s Great Mass in C Minor – Vox Philia Chamber Choir and Berks Sinfonietta 

 

Sunday, November 4, 4:00 PM 
With My Heart - Berks Youth Chorus and strings with music by Whitacre, Vivaldi and more 

 

Saturday, December 8, 8:00 PM 
Manger Songs – Christmas Music by Wheatland Chorale 

 

Saturday, January 12, 7:30 PM 
An Evening with the Schumanns - Berks Sinfonietta presents music by Robert and Clara Schumann,  

featuring pianist Caleb Flick 
 

Sunday, April 7, 4:00 PM 
Americans Alive! – Reading Choral Society presents a concert of music by living American composers 

 

Sunday, April 28, 4:00 PM 
The Unknown Region – Wheatland Chorale in concert 

 

Sunday, May 5, 4:00 PM 
Hear My Voice - Berks Youth Chorus with the men of Opus One and instrumentalists,  

featuring music by Haydn, Gjeilo and Pärt 
 

Ticket information: 
Opus One: Berks Chamber Choir 610-334-1188 or OpusOneChamberChoir@gmail.com 
Vox Philia    484-509-1290 or voxphilia@gmail.com 
Berks Sinfonietta   484-509-1290 or info@berkssinfonietta.org 
Berks Youth Chorus   610-898-7664 
Wheatland Chorale   www.wheatlandchorale.org 
Reading Chorale Society  610.898.1939 or information@readingchoral.org 
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Spirit Singers 
Age 5 (Pre-Kindergarten) — Grade 2 

Rehearse Wednesdays, 5:00 — 6:00 PM 
First rehearsal: September 12 

Sing in worship 4 to 5 times a year 
First time singing in worship:  

St. Francis Day—October 7, at 11:00 AM 
 

Alleluia Singers 
Grades 3 — 6 

Rehearse Wednesdays, 5:00 — 6:00 PM 
First rehearsal: September 12 

Sing in worship about once a month 
First time singing in worship: 

St. Francis Day — October 7, at 11:00 AM 
 

A.Y.S. (Atonement Youth Singers)  
Grades 7 — 12 

Rehearse Wednesdays, 6:30 — 7:30 p.m. 
First rehearsal: Wednesday, September 12 

Sing in worship about once a month  
First time singing in worship:  

St. Francis Day — October 7, at 11:00 AM 
 

Atonement Choir 
College-age and adults 

Rehearse Thursdays, 7:30-9:00 PM 
First rehearsal: September 13 

Sing in worship weekly, September — May 
First time singing in worship:  
September 16, at 11:00 AM 

 

Atonement Ringers 
Older students and adults ring handbells 

Rehearse Tuesdays, 7:30 — 9:00 PM 
First rehearsal: Tuesday, September 11 

Play in worship 4 to 5 times a year 
Tama McConnell, director: 484-794-8815 

 

Atonement Praise Band 
Youth and adults, instrumentalists and singers 

Rehearse as needed, weekdays 6:15 — 7:30 PM 
Sing/play in worship 6 to 8 times a year 

First time leading worship: 
Rally Day — September 9, at 11:00 AM 

 

Flute Ensemble 
Youth and adults who play the flute 

Rehearse every other Monday, 7:30 — 9:00 PM 
Rehearsals ongoing 

Play in worship 4 to 5 times a year 
Robin Lilarose, director: 484-529-5029 

 

Instrumentalists 
If you play an instrument and are interested in playing 

during worship, please contact Mr. Yenser. 
 

Cantors 
Cantors are solo singers who lead psalms and liturgy in 

worship. Contact Mr. Yenser if you are interested. 
 

For questions and more information about any of these 
musical ensembles, please contact Tom Yenser at  

610-375-3512 or tyenser@atonementwyo.org. 
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Join a choir at Atonement this fall! 

“Bring your pet to church” Sunday 
the commemoration of St. Francis 

October 7, 2018  
 
Pastor Ryan has gone crazy! He would like to invite your rea-
sonably well-behaved pets to attend worship with you at the 
service of your choice on October 7. Following the day’s abbre-
viated celebrations of Holy Communion, Pastor Ryan and Pastor 
Julie will be blessing your animals! In his previous ministry, 
Pastor Ryan has blessed chickens, lizards, snakes, cats, kids’ 
stuffed animals, pictures of pets, and even...dogs! Pastor Ryan’s 
experience of “bring your pet to church” Sunday has always 
been positive—even in his previous church’s carpeted sanctu-
ary. It was an eerily holy experience when pets would quiet 
down during the sermon and “sing” during the hymns! Please 
use your discretion when bringing your animal friends. If they 
are needful of an exorcism, this may not be the service for them! 

mailto:tyenser@atonementwyo.org


 

 

From the Prayer Ministry Team 
 

“I don’t know  
what your destiny will be,  

but one thing I know:   
the only ones among you  
who will be really happy  
are those who will have  

understood how to serve. 
 

Dr. Albert Schweitzer 

College  
Students, 

don’t forget! 
 

Please remember to 
update your address 
so that your Atone-
ment family can be 
in touch during the 
school year. Infor-
mation can be 
emailed to Crystal at 
cshirk@atonementw
yo.org. 

Caregiver Support  
Small Group 

 
Self Care for Caregivers Small 
Group beginning in the Fall. 
Most of us could use better self 
care, especially those of us who 
are called to care for others in 
our life or work (children, aging 
parents, ailing spouses, etc.). If 
you’re interested in such a 
group, please contact Cathy Du-
rand at Catt808@aol.com or  
610-716-1132.  

From our Health Advocate, Dr. Ken 
 
 Thank you to the ten dedicated volunteers of our Transportation Minis-
tries. We have provided episodic transportation to several individuals this past 
year. One individual has received weekly transportation to the hospital for ongo-
ing care. If anyone requires transportation for a medical appointment please call 
the church office at least one week in advance to schedule. We are in constant 
need of additional drivers. Please consider joining this important group. 
 
 I am working on the establishment of a First Aid -First Responder min-
istry. This group will provide basic first aid and emergency care at each of the 
Sunday worship services. To date four individuals have volunteered. These first 
responders will be familiar with the location and use of the AED and first aid kit, 
and will call 911 when an emergency occurs. We will have an initial orientation 
meeting and ongoing refresher classes. If you have any medical or emergency re-
sponse background or training please consider becoming a member of this team.  
 
 I help coordinate the blood drives at Atonement. These occur four times a year. Last year Atonement donat-
ed 88 units of blood. This year we are well below that number. Out next blood drive will be November 6. Please 
consider donating blood at the last event of this year. I hope we can surpass last year’s total donations, and with eve-
ryone’s help, I think we could reach 100 donated blood units. 
 
 I plan to restart medical adult forums in 2019. A health screening sponsored by St. Joseph’s Penn State 
Health has been offered. It has been suggested children’s health topics should be presented at these forums. If you 
have any topics you would like presented please contact me. 
 
 I have met with numerous individuals in person and by telephone this year to discuss their medical issues 
and concerns. I have made recommendations for appropriate medical referrals, and have advised individuals on their 
medical care. Numerous issues have focused on nursing home care and in-home care services. If you have a medical 
issue that you may need help understanding or need assistance navigating the health care system, please contact me.  
 

Ongoing activities include: Get well card distribution to hospitalized patients, distribution of grief booklets, 
hospital visits, and pastoral care team meetings. 

 
Please feel free to contact me with any medical issues or concerns. 
 

 Kenneth J. Lord, M.D. 
 Congregational Health Advocate 
 610-375-3512 extension 104 
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CROP Walk 
the afternoon of Sunday, October 7 

 
Join the Atonement Walking Team by clicking on the 
following link: www.crophungerwalk.org/readingpa. 
Choose the Atonement – Durand/Endy tab; Scroll down 
on the right hand side to find the orange box "Join Our 
Team.” Then either Sign Up through Facebook or create 
your account. 
 
Note: we can all use the same password of atonement to 
make things easier. In the meantime, please join Atone-
ment Walkers on each Saturday until then from 10:00 
AM to 11:00 AM, Park behind the barn at 4 High Road, 
Wyomissing. Contact Michelle Endy or Cathy Durand 
with any questions you may have. 

Family Promise is  
a “Taste of Hope” 

 
Family Promise of Berks County’s vision is a community 
in which every family has a home, a livelihood, and the 
chance to build a better future together. Their mission is to 
help homeless families and youth achieve sustainable inde-
pendence through a community-based response. These fam-
ilies are usually homeless for the first time. Their ‘home’ 
while in the program is a different church each week. Dur-

ing the day Family Promise works with the families to find jobs, housing and whatever support they need to get back 
on an even keel. Atonement, as part of the community-based response, is ‘home’ for families several times a year. 
 
Atonement has been hosting Family Promise guests since December 2008, in partnership with Trinity Lutheran 
Church in Reading. We’ve practiced Atonement’s mission to “worship, learn, and serve” by hosting over 30 weeks 
and serving over 50 families since then. Each host week takes 200 or more hours of volunteer time, so a conservative 
estimate of 6000 hours have been spent making our guests feel at home! WOW!!! THANK YOU all for sharing 
your lives with our guests! Atonement hosts again on Dec 23 — 30, 2018, so please include Family Promise in your 
Christmas plans. What an honor for us to host families while we remember the Holy Family’s time in Bethlehem. 
 
Additionally Atonement has supported Family Promise since its start in Berks County in 2005 with board members 
and over $14,000 in contributions over the years, not to mention more than 40 church families that have made contri-
butions directly to Family Promise in the past, and the many that have contributed toward hosting expenses each 
time we welcome guests. Atonement no longer includes local charities in the budget, depending on congregation 
members to directly support the ones they care about. Though the network of host churches provides food and shel-
ter for the families, Family Promise funding is needed to pay for the staff that nurtures the families, the day center 
containing office and family spaces, and the vehicles that transport families and beds to the host churches. Insurance 
alone is over $13,000 a year! So please come to our signature event to help raise funds and awareness!  
 
The Taste of Hope Gala annual fundraising event is an opportunity to have fun, network and give back to the com-
munity. It includes a sit-down dinner, live music, testimonials, auctions and more. Family Promise would be hon-
ored to include you in our evening of celebration held at the DoubleTree by Hilton Hotel Reading, 701 Penn 
Street, Reading, Pennsylvania, 19601 on October 4, 2018, from 5:00 PM to 8:30 PM. Tables will seat ten and a 
cash bar will be available. Information, sponsorship opportunities, and ticket purchases are available on the 
Family Promise website at https://www.familypromiseofberks.org/taste-of-hope-gala/ or contact Dorothy DeLong 
for more info. Hope to see you there! 
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Church Council and  
Policy Governance 

 
 I have mentioned “Policy Governance” before in Council Corner, but I 
know that most of you have no idea what this is. Neither did I, before last October. 
 
 We called Pastor Ryan here to help Atonement grow again. Our old sys-
tem of church management was simply not producing results. A condition of Pas-
tor Ryan’s acceptance of our call was that we shift away from a management 
council, in which model the council spends hours on the budget, tweaks and ap-
proves it, and gets into the nitty-gritty of everything that goes on in the church’s 
programming. This style of management included approving any cost over $3000, 
looking at contracts, and even direct hiring and firing of program and support staff. 
Pastor Ryan asked us to shift to a different model, called Policy Governance. 
When a Council becomes a governing body, they give most of the day-to-day au-
thority for ministry management to our version of a chief executive, the senior pastor. Pastor Ryan makes most of the 
daily decisions, informed by staff and lay leaders, and then reports to Council on a regular basis.   
 
 Council, on the other hand, focuses more on a “vision” or direction for the church, and much less on day-to-
day operations. We are also the “link” between the Congregation and the senior pastor (Pastor Ryan). 
 
 In an effort to live into this new way of being Council, we have been assembling a policy booklet, just for 
Atonement. The booklet includes four “portfolios,” or sections, that describe our vision for Atonement and how we 
will get there: 
 1) THE ENDS PORTFOLIO — where we are headed, our priorities, and measurable goals. Our primary 
goal is as follows:  
 By 2024, our congregation will grow so that there are never fewer than 250 people in attendance at 
worship, there are regularly 500 in attendance at worship, and there are 1000 in attendance at worship for 
Christmas and Easter. Much of the growth that these numbers represent (though not all) should come from 
increased participation by young families in our community. This is a measurable, specific goal. Everything that 
we and Pastor Ryan do from now on in this church has that goal in mind. 
 
 2)  THE PROSCRIBED MEANS PORTFOLIO — what we won’t allow ourselves to do to achieve the ends 
in the first portfolio and other goals. This section is basically our “moral standards” and “thou shalt nots.” 
 
 3) THE EXECUTIVE ACCOUNTABILITY PORTFOLIO — This section involves how Pastor Ryan will 
report to Council on progress toward our stated goals, how often he will report to us, how he is achieving the “ends” 
in the first portfolio, and what metrics we will be looking for in each of his reports. 
 
 4)  THE COUNCIL FUNCTION PORTFOLIO — This describes clear expectations on what life looks like 
on Council, including annual agendas, orientations for new Council members, and ad hoc committees. 
 
 We can amend or delete anything as we go on, or add anything to prevent a problem from reoccurring.  
 
 This type of leadership by governance is ongoing and fluid, specifically molded to our church. It is a “new 
world” for running a church, and we are all very excited about it! 
 
 Sharon Calder 
 Council President                                                          
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Atonement’s Church Council  
usually meets every second     

Monday of the month at 7:00 PM. 

Are you interested in serving on Atonement’s Church Council? In 
the coming months, the Nominating Committee will be recruiting 
nominees to Council for the annual meeting at the end of  January. 



 

 

Sunday Morning Servants — One job at one service once-a-month. 

Many thanks to all of you who volunteered to serve in worship this fall! The office has put together a schedule for 
greeters, assisting ministers, lectors, and Communion ministers for this quarter. We are also working with volunteers 
for the deacon role to make a schedule. Those who expressed interest in serving as sound technicians or ushers will 
have their names passed along to Bob Hoch and Mick Bryan, who continue to oversee and schedule these special-
ized ministries. If you were not scheduled this time around, you will have another opportunity to volunteer during 
the month of November for the winter quarter of worship. One thing we noticed from this round of sign-ups is that 
we don’t have many volunteers for the deacon role. Atonement’s Sunday morning deacon has one of the most im-
portant jobs: they make the coffee (among other important things)! Please consider joining this wonderful group! 

Pastoral Acts 
August 2018 

 

Godspeed Blessing for 
Tommy Pytrysson,  

US Marine Corps, August 4 
 

Holy Baptism for 
Clara Weisman 

August 5 
 

Funeral for 
Beverly Maurer 

August 21 
 

Holy Baptism for 
Lynn Garipoli 

August 26 
 

Blessing of the Backpacks 
August 26 
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Monthly Men’s Group 
at The Highlands meets 

with Pastor Ryan on 
Monday, September 10, 

at 9:30 AM 

Book Sale September! 
 

Because we are desperate for 
classroom space this fall, we are 
downsizing the church’s library. 
In September, you will have the 
opportunity to browse our books 
and take them home with you. 
Call Patty Keisel for details! 

New carpeting will be  
installed in the stairwells of  

the education wing on  
September 18 and 20. 

Stephen Ministry: An Opportunity  
to Serve and Grow Spiritually 

 
 We have had a Stephen Ministry program at Atonement for about 15 
years, and Ray and I have been privileged to serve as Stephen Ministers and Ste-
phen Leaders for much of that time. We and our fellow Stephen Ministers and 
Leaders perceive a need for revitalization of our program, and in discussion with 
our pastors, invite you to consider becoming part of our program. The program 
requires a period of discernment, an application process, and a period of training. 
We will hold an informational session on Thursday, September 13, at 6:00 
PM, and invite you to consider coming to that session as part of your discern-
ment process. 
 
 Allow us to share some information about our program and invite you 
to ask Ray or myself, or any of our team members for additional information. In 
addition to Ray and I, our Stephen Ministry team includes Milton Hall, Eve 
Kimball, Bill and Cindy Laubach, Kathy Maier, and Laree Trollinger. Lois and 
Ed Hein serve as Stephen Leaders.   
 

Stephen Ministry is a one-on-one, gender specific, lay ministry program 
that involves a caring relationship with another adult (a care receiver) who is 
struggling through a difficult time in life—experiencing grief, divorce, job loss, 
chronic or terminal illness, or some other life crisis. Stephen Ministry congrega-
tions equip and empower lay caregivers, called Stephen Ministers, to provide 
high-quality, confidential, Christ-centered care to people who are hurting. This is 
not a counselling or therapy program and it does not replace any pastoral care 
needs. Stephen Ministers are not equipped to deal with suicidal individuals or 
individuals with mental health issues. Trained Stephen Ministers “journey” with 
their care receivers to assist them as they best decide how to deal with their cri-
ses, using prayer and other Christian resources consistent with the desires of 
their care receivers. 

 
 Our congregation is one of 13,000 Christian congregations that have a 
Stephen Ministry program. As an enrolled congregation, we follow the guidance 
of this international, Christian, non-denominational program, based in St. Louis, 
MO. More than 75,000 pastors and lay leaders have been trained as Stephen 
Leaders, more than 600,000 lay persons have received Stephen Minister training, 
and it is estimated that over 1.5 million care receivers have benefitted from a 
caring relationship since the program was established in 1975.  
 
 For those of you comfortable using the internet, additional information 
and stories of Stephen Ministers (caregivers) and care receivers are available at 
www.stephenministry.org. We invite you to prayerfully consider this opportuni-
ty for service and spiritual growth. 
 

Dan Kimball, Stephen Leader Ray Warmkessel, Stephen Leader 

http://www.stephenministry.org

