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Highlights 

Atonement  Lutheran Church  
5 Wyomissing Boulevard,  Wyomissing,  Pennsylvania 19610  

Phone:   610 -375 -3512 |  Fax 610 -375-3511 |  www.atonementwyo.org  

 
Fall Schedule 

 
Sunday Worship 

8:30 & 11:00 AM 
 

Sunday School 
9:45 AM 

 
Thursday Bible Study 

1:30 PM 

Blessing of Pets: 
October 7 

the commemoration of  
St. Francis 

All reasonably well-behaved pets are invited to attend worship with you at the 
service of your choice on October 7. Following the day’s abbreviated celebrations 
of Holy Communion, Pastor Ryan and Pastor Julie will be blessing your animals! In 
his previous ministry, Pastor Ryan has blessed chickens, lizards, snakes, cats, kids’ 
stuffed animals, pictures of pets, and even...dogs! Pastor Ryan’s experience of 
“bring your pet to church” Sunday has always been positive—even in his previous 
church’s carpeted sanctuary. It was an eerily holy experience when pets would qui-
et down during the sermon and “sing” during the hymns! Please use your discretion 
when bringing your animal friends. If they are needful of an exorcism, this may not 
be the service for them! 
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CROP Walk October 7 
 

It’s not too late to JOIN Atonement 
Walking Team for CROP Walk on 
Sunday, October 7, 2018! Come 
dressed in your walking clothes to 
the late worship service and stay af-
terward to share a Subway sandwich 
in the Narthex. After lunch, we can 
all travel over to Gring’s Mill togeth-
er around 1:00 PM. If you can’t 
make it, please consider sponsoring 
one of Atonement’s walkers! 

The children’s choirs will sing for the first time this season 
during the 11:00 AM service on October 7. 

Atonement Walkers walk every Saturday, 10:00 to 11:00 AM, 
through December 22. Park behind the barn at 4 High Road. 



 

 

God’s Family Tree— 
Sunday School this fall continues 

 
Can you feel the excitement?! There is a definite buzz in the air with the excite-
ment over the return of Sunday school. We celebrated our kick off with Rally Day 
on September 9, and enjoyed the many talents of Marian and Friends, and also 
shared in food and fellowship. It was a full house, and we were so glad to see so 
many be a part of the morning! 
 
Sunday school is now in full swing with over 70 registered children ages 3 
through grade 6. We began our first lesson of God’s Family Tree on September 
16, with 57 children and 16 teachers in attendance, by laying the foundation that 
God made families and all families are different. We continue with the Dads and 
Moms of the Bible through the rest of September and early October. Our learning each week includes stories from 
the Bible about these different family members, but also ties in “real life” examples of both the trials and the tribula-
tions we all have as a part of a family. Carrying over the course of this 10 week unit will be the Bible verse 1 Corin-
thians 13:4-7. It will hopefully become a memory verse that our young members can hold near their hearts in all of 
their family life experiences. Our unit on God’s Family Tree concludes on November 18. We welcome all children 
to come and join us at 9:45 AM weekly! 
 
Tying in with our unit theme is our Atonement Family Tree adorning the nar-
thex. Thank you to Rachel Gambone for her time and wonderful photog-
raphy skills in snapping our photos for the tree. If you were not able to get a 
family photo taken on Rally Day or September 16, but would still like to be 
on our tree, send a family photo to mhazlett@atonementwyo.org. There’s 
plenty of room for our tree to blossom and become full with leaves! 

Transportation to Sunday School 
 
There are still a few dates on our sign-up sheet to help transport the children 
of the Johnson-Agiri family, our friends from Nigeria, to Sunday School. 
They live in West Reading and need transportation to and from our program 
through November 18. 
 
You can help by picking them up at 9:30 AM and/or bringing them home at 
10:45 AM. The family lives just behind Aladdin Restaurant at 4th and Court 
Street. They are 9, 7, and 5 years old and have been a part of Atonement pro-
grams in the past. They loved Vacation Bible School! All drivers will need to 
complete the basic PA clearances necessary for those who work with children.  
  
Thank you to all who have already helped to make their participation possi-
ble!  Contact Gail Dawson-White at 601-372-1131 with questions.  
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Acolyte Guild 
 
Acolytes and crucifers started with our new setup this 
past month, leading our worship processions with the 
cross and two torches. The torches will be dedicated 
later this season in memory of Burton and Alice 
Kominick. You’ll see more new faces as we continue 
to recruit and train more young people. Our next train-
ing will take place on October 14 after the 11:00 AM 
worship service (about 12:15 PM). Please join us if 
you’re able! It’s never too late to get involved. Pastor 
Julie will even bring the snacks. Acolytes are generally 
in grades 4 through 6, and Crucifers are our Confirma-
tion students (usually in grades 7 and 8).   

2018  —  2019 Confirmation Program 
 
The Confirmation Program is about helping youth (7th 
grade and older) enhance their walk with Jesus by delv-
ing more intentionally into our faith practices. This 
month we began our program:   
 
• Action Bible Study on Sunday mornings from 

9:45 to 10:45 AM. This fall, we are reviewing the 
Old Testament timeline and delving deeper into the 
story of King David and how the 12 tribes of Israel 
became a united kingdom. 

• 3rd Sundays of the month from 4:30 to 6:00 
PM. Our first gathering had us playing get-to-
know-you games, learning about healthy bounda-
ries (saying and hearing the word NO in particu-
lar), and training to serve as Crucifers in worship. 

• And active participation in worship. This partici-
pation now includes sermon notes, which the Con-
firmands began taking on September 16. It takes 
practice to learn how to listen to a sermon! We also 
had our first set of youth as crucifers serving in 
worship (see picture with the acolyte report). 

 
Next month we’ll continue our Bible study of the his-
torical timeline of Israel with King Solomon’s legacy 
of wisdom turning to foolishness, division in the once-
united kingdom, and the Prophet Elijah’s dramatic 
show of God’s power. Our 3rd Sunday will continue 
the theme of Healthy Boundaries by talking more spe-
cifically about consent as well as teaching our students 
about the flow of our worship and why we do what we 
do. And finally, we’ll begin our Service Learning work 
with the CROP Walk on October 7 and the Card-
board Village overnight experience on October 26. 

A few Confirmands at the Evening Gathering 

Monthly High School Small Group 
9th  —  12th Graders 

 
On the 3rd Sunday of the month, 9:45—10:45 AM, 
we’ll gather for a small group fellowship and learning 
experience delving into topics that impact you right 
now: stress and pressure, friend and relationship strug-
gles, and much more. Leaders for this group will be 
Cathy Durand and Johanna Ray. We didn’t gather in 
September because it was the first day of Sunday 
School, and many of our high schoolers didn’t want to 
miss their first day as teaching assistants! So, we hope 
to see all of you on October 21! 

League of Lutherans (LOL) 
Junior Youth Group for 4th—6th graders 

 
On Sunday, September 30, LOL met for the first time 
this season in the gym to do some fun games, a little 
get-to-know-you stuff, and some brainstorming for the 
year. Pastor Julie will report on how it went in the No-
vember newsletter. Save the date for our next event: 
Sunday, October 28, from 4:30 to 6:00 PM. Remem-
ber, friends are always welcome to join in the fun! 
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Youth Ministry opportunities this month 



 

 

Preschool News 
 
September flew by as we made new friends and adjusted to school routines. We wel-
comed our families with our “Popping into a New Year” socials. Mr. Yenser and the 
pastors led us in our first monthly chapel service. Fine art classes for 4’s and PreK with 
Nancy Brossman were held. Photographer Meghan White captured the personalities 
of the children during picture week. Donna Egan hosted an afternoon family painting 
class where parents and children painted pumpkin patches. New carpeting was installed 
in both staircases leading to the preschool. A parent exercise class started in the gym on 
Monday mornings after preschool drop-off. The Preschool Home/School Association 
(HSA) chair-people met to discuss plans for family events and fundraising ideas for 
new playground equipment. A big thank you to Bridgette Lowell, Carol Lubitz, Diane 
Baldwin, Cynthia Bickley, Amy Miller, and Moira Fallon for helping make our 
youngest children’s separation go smoothly.  
 

We are looking forward to fall and all that the month of October brings: fire safety week 
with visits to the Wyomissing Fire Station, harvest time at the Brecknock Orchard, and 
our annual Halloween parades. Gym and music sing-alongs with Donna Egan will begin 
this month. She will also begin her 5-week Mini-Master Art classes for 4 and 5-year-
olds on October 15.    
 
Atonement Christian Preschool is a busy, vibrant ministry of the church and our com-
munity. We have 139 students registered with many students enrolled in multiple clas-
ses for a total of 195 filled spaces. We appreciate our preschool families for entrusting 
us with their children. We are truly blessed! 
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Learning a new song! 

Mrs. Hoffman’s awesome art! 

Popping into the new preschool year  
with popcorn and lollypops. 

Pastor Julie and Mr. Yenser leading chapel. 

 



 

 

Small Group Book Study:  
What On Earth  
Am I Here For? 

through October 28, 
9:45—10:45 AM  

 
“The Lord is near to all who  
call on him, to all who call  

on him in truth.” 
Psalm 145:18  

 
Join us in studying the book The Purpose Driven Life 
by Rick Warren. First published in 2002, this book 
takes readers on a spiritual journey that will transform 
your answer to life’s most important question: What on 
earth am I here for? 
 
The entire group met for the first time in the Privacy 
Room at 9:45 AM on Sunday, September 23. There 
will be copies of the book to look over, and will be 
available for purchase (approximately $11). If you 
already own the book, bring it with you to our gather-
ings. At that first meeting, we discussed the overall 
concept of the book, and how we might divide the first 
section for study. 
 
Please sign up on the clipboard in the narthex if you 
are planning to attend the book study. This helps to 
plan for discussion facilitators and room reservations. 
If obtaining a book is a hardship in any way, contact 
Sarah Smith at sjs0716@comcast.net or 610-823-1708. 

Adult Forum  
with Doug Tieman  

November 4, 9:45 AM 
 
All are welcome to join us 
for a presentation by Doug 
Tieman, CEO of Caron 
Treatment Center, on the 
topic of “Spirituality and 
Church Life—How it 
Makes Life Better.” Does 
“spirituality”, i.e., a connec-

tion to God, enhance quality of life? What does re-
search and statistics tell us about church life and its 
impact on every aspect of a family’s health? This adult 
forum on November 4 will address these questions as it 
explores the topic of how one’s faith and spirituality 
affect all aspects of our lives. 
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Adult Ministry opportunities this fall 

Thursday Bible Study at 1:30 PM 
 
Starting on Thursday, September 13, at 1:30 PM, and 
continuing through Thursday, November 15, the com-
ing Sunday’s preacher will teach and lead discussion on 
the coming Sunday’s texts. This fall, Pastor Ryan will 
be preaching on first, third, and fourth Sundays, and 
Pastor Julie will be preaching on second and fifth Sun-
days. The Sunday readings contain so much more ma-
terial than our preachers can cover in a ten-to-fifteen-
minute sermon! If there is a good turn-out for this Bible 
study, it may continue after Thanksgiving. 

Monthly Evening Bible Study 
 
Pastor Ryan and Pastor Julie are offering a monthly 
evening Bible study that meets on the last Thursday of 
the month at 6:30 PM in the Privacy Room. This gath-
ering will preview the preaching texts for the coming 
month. Our first gathering was on September 27, and 
focused on how we process evil and suffering through 
the book of Job. Our next gathering will be on Thurs-
day, October 25, at 6:30 PM, and will focus on the 
Old Testament heroines Ruth and Hannah. 

We had a great turnout for our first Adult Forum of the 
year on September 16. Pastor Ryan taught on the sub-
ject of How to read your Bible like a Lutheran. Luther-
ans see the Holy Spirit at work in Scripture through 
four lenses: devotional, historical, literary, and theo-
logical. You’ll learn more about these lenses at our 
weekly and monthly Bible studies. Thank you to every-
one who participated in this workshop! 
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Sunday worship this October 

the twentieth Sunday after Pentecost, October 7 
Pastor Ryan preaching ♦ Job 1:1, 2:1-10 

Holy Baptism for Ashton Gehr (8:30 AM)  
Holy Baptism for Gabriel Tinnemeyer (11:00 AM) 

Blessing of the Pets after both services 
 

This passage is part of the prologue of Job. The righteous man Job is severely afflict-
ed as the result of a wager between God and the satan (here not the devil, but “the 
accuser”). Job responds at first with great patience, but the rest of the book will 

show him lamenting and protesting.  
 

the twenty-first Sunday after Pentecost, October 14 
Pastor Julie preaching ♦ Job 23:1-9, 16-17 

Affirmation of Baptism for new members (8:30 AM) 
 

Having experienced much loss, Job longs to come into God’s presence, where he can 
defend his own righteousness. Job cannot find God, but he never doubts that God 

exists and is in relationship with him. Job knows that he will come out of this time of 
testing refined like pure gold.  

 

the twenty-second Sunday after Pentecost, October 21 
Pastor Ryan preaching ♦ Job 38:1-7, 34-41 

 

At the end of the book of Job, after Job and his companions have argued about the 
cause of the great suffering Job endures, God finally speaks. These verses begin that 
speech, which is a grand vision of creation, describing God’s ordering of the cosmos 

and inviting Job to marvel at its beauty.  
 

Reformation Sunday, October 28 
Pastor Ryan preaching ♦ Job 42:1-6, 10-17 

Affirmation of Baptism for Confirmands (11:00 AM) 
 

After the glorious vision of creation contained in God’s speeches at the end of Job, 
the righteous sufferer proclaims that he has seen God and is humbled. The Lord re-
stores Job’s fortunes, and Job dares to live again, fathering more children and giv-

ing his daughters an inheritance along with their brothers.  

From the  
Prayer Ministry Team 

 

For living close to You, 
we shall see Your 

Hand, Your Presence, 
Your Purpose, Your 

Will through all things.  
 

Prayer of St. Ignatius of Loyola  

Complete readings 
for the Sundays of 

October 
 

October 7 
 

Job 1:1; 2:1-10 
Psalm 26 

Hebrews 1:1-4; 2:5-12 
Mark 10:2-16 

 
October 14 

 

Job 23:1-9, 16-17 
Psalm 22:1-15 

Hebrews 4:12-16 
Mark 10:17-31 

 
October 21 

 

Job 38:1-7, 34-41 
Psalm 104:1-9, 24, 35b 

Hebrews 5:1-10 
Mark 10:35-45 

 
October 28 

 

Job 42:1-6, 10-17 
Psalm 34:1-8, 19-22 

Hebrews 7:23-28 
Mark 10:46-52 

Music in Worship this October 
 
October 7 —  Atonement Choir at 8:30 AM  
  Children’s Choirs at 11:00 AM,  
  singing “All God’s Critters Got a Place in the Choir” 
 
October 14 — Atonement Praise Band at 8:30 AM 
  Atonement Praise Band joined by Atonement Choir at 11:00 AM 
 
October 21 — Stephen Longenecker leads worship at 8:30 AM 
  Stephen Longenecker leads worship at 11:00 AM with AYS 
 
October 28 — Basic’ly Brass at 8:30 AM 
  Basic’ly Brass at 11:00 AM joined by Atonement Choir 
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Attendance in September 
 

        2018 2017 
First Sunday in September  178  171 
Second Sunday in September 263  156 
Third Sunday in September  248  245 
Fourth Sunday in September 283  189 
Fifth Sunday in September  269  249 
Total September attendance      1241      1010  

September Financial Report 
 

September Unrestricted Income  $93,243.96  
September Expenses    $78,934.23  
 
Year-to-date Unrestricted Income $786,115.28  
Year-to-date Unrestricted Expenses $833,342.64  

Update on Capital Campaign Projects 
 
Our staff and lay leaders continue to work on the Parsonage/Parking lot project. 
We have received the final parking lot plans from Spots/Stevens & McCoy, and 
will be presenting them to the Wyomissing zoning board at their next meeting, 
which will be in either early October or mid November. 
 
The associate pastor parsonage has been rented out to a wonderful couple, and 
it looks cozy and lived-in already. They will pay for utilities, but we will still pro-
vide lawn and snow removal services. The lease is for 1 year, and will help to pay 
for the property taxes on the building. After receiving several bids, we have 
signed a contract for new air conditioning units for Lundin Hall. We will have 
the work done late this fall or this winter. 
 

TBS, the consultants for the building’s enclosure, have now submitted their final report on the water infiltration 
problems in the new building. Their report confirms that, in addition to the problems with the building’s Dryvit, the 
foundation’s water-proofing was also improperly installed. TBS has submitted a proposal to help us through the next 
few stages, during which they will review and document remedial work, help us to find a general contractor, meet 
with the contractors, and help us select, through a bidding process, the correct companies to do the jobs. They will 
also continue to do site visits while the remedial work is being done. The proposal has been signed, and the costs 
will be covered by the capital campaign. 
 
Preschool Director Jen Dauber and Property Manager Tom Gresh have overseen the installation of new carpeting 
in the stairwells of the Christian Ed wing. We were told that the some of the old carpeting, when removed, looked to 
have been made in the 1950s, so it was about time for an update! 
 
New exterior lighting has been installed at the main entrance to the 
narthex and nave. When we have evening events in the winter and have 
Family Promise families leaving early in the morning, it was extremely 
dark at the main entrance. That has been rectified with the new lighting, 
making our building’s main entrance much safer. 
 
Work has started on our new sound system. The wiring was done by 
September 21, and the rest of the main work will began on September 
24. An initial training session has taken place for our sound booth vol-
unteers. We made a large down payment on the new system with Arm-
bruster A/V, our sound system consultants. This payment covers the 
cost of the equipment, and came out of our capital campaign account. 

 

 

Capital Campaign Update: $687,118.97  received, $251,765.54 spent 

Thank you so much, Atonement, for your incredible generosity! 
If you have any questions about your contributions, please contact Amy Rogers at the church office. 



 

 

A LITTLE BACH, A LITTLE OPERA, A LITTLE MOZART! 
 
October is a busy month at Atonement for classical music concerts. Check out these 
opportunities to hear exceptional local talent in Atonement’s beautifully resonant space! 
 

Three Bach Lute Suites — David Cullen in Concert 
Sunday, October 7, 7:00 PM 

 

Come and hear this Grammy-winning guitarist play three suites originally written for 
lute by Johann Sebastian Bach. The concert is free and open to the public. A free-will 

offering will be collected to benefit Atonement’s arts ministry.  
 

Between the Arias — Opus One Chamber Choir and Berks Opera Company  
Sunday, October 14, 7:00 PM 

 

Opus One Chamber Choir will collaborate with Berks Opera Company to present a con-
cert of opera choruses, arias and scenes. For tickets, contact Opus One at 610-334-1188 

or OpusOneChamberChoir@gmail.com. 
 

Mozart’s Great Mass in C Minor — Vox Philia Chamber Choir and Berks Sinfonietta  
Saturday, October 27, 7:30 PM 

 

Vox Philia Chamber Choir and Berks Sinfonietta join forces to present one of Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart’s most 
moving and spiritually profound works, Mozart’s Great Mass in C Minor. For tickets, contact Vox Philia at 484-509-

1290 or voxphilia@gmail.com. 
 

And coming in November, 
With My Heart — Berks Youth Chorus and strings 

Sunday, November 4, 4:00 PM 
 

Berks Youth Chorus and strings with music by Whitacre, Vivaldi, and more. Call 610-898-7664 for tickets. 
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David Cullen 

Worship and Music Notes 
 

September was the month of restarting and recharging the music 
program at Atonement. The Atonement Praise Band kicked things 
off with rousing music on September 9. The band played and sang 
at both services. After more than 12 years of existence, this was the 
band’s debut at 8:30 worship, and the reviews were very positive. 
 
All of the choirs had their first rehearsals. Children’s choir had 13 
eager singers, there were 21 singers at Atonement Choir, the bell 
choir had 8 of 10 ringers in attendance, and four intrepid teens gath-
ered for AYS. There are 10 teens willing to sing, so we are getting 
creative about rehearsing together in the face of busy fall sports 
schedules. 
 

The Atonement Choir led worship music for the first time this season on September 16. The flute ensemble played 
at both services on September 23, and the youth singers made their debut on September 30. 
 
The children enrolled in Atonement Christian Preschool had their first chapel services of the school year. Our theme 
this year is “Families,” piggybacking on our fall Sunday School unit. Take a look at a picture of the service on the 
preschool page! 

Atonement’s Children’s Choir at practice 

The Arts at Atonement this October 

mailto:OpusOneChamberChoir@gmail.com
mailto:voxphilia@gmail.com
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From our Health Advocate, Dr. Ken 
 
One of the main goals of the Health Advocate team is to promote good health, 
wellness and safety. I would like to recognize and thank several individuals who 
have led programs at Atonement. 
 
This past April, Tom Endy presented an adult forum in which he discussed vari-
ous scams. These scams are by telephone and/or Internet. Some of these scams 
are very sophisticated and one can be easily deceived. Tom gave advice on how to 
recognize and protect yourself from these scams. 
 
Healthy weight loss diets are always a great source of discussion and confusion. 
Kate Harenza instructed and led a group on “Bright Line Eating” during this past 
year. This diet is focused on the elimination of sugar and carbohydrates while 
maintaining healthy intake of protein, grains and other foods. It certainly works – just ask the individuals who partic-
ipated. Thanks Kate. 
 
Exercise should be an important part of everyone’s lifestyle.  Michelle Endy organized and led Atonement’s walk-
ing group. This dedicated group would meet every week to walk the beautiful trails in Wyomissing Park. The group 
not only enjoyed the exercise but also enjoyed the fellowship. Michelle is also organizing and leading us for the 
CROP walk that will be held Sunday, October 7. Please consider joining this fun and important event. Let’s have 
Atonement “win” the group trophy. Contact Michelle or sign in on-line at atonementwyo.org in the events section. 
 
Please contact me I can be of any assistance. 
 

 Kenneth J. Lord, M.D. 

 

Pastor Art and Visitation Ministry 
 
Ever since I retired in 2006, I have had the privilege of serving as your part-time 
Visitation Pastor to Home Bound members. My job is to keep Home Bound mem-
bers actively connected to the Church. In simple terms, I take the Church to them. 
The visit is a Pastoral visit that usually concludes with Holy Communion. It all 
depends on the member’s health and wellbeing. In many ways this job is an ex-
tension of the full-time Called Pastoral Staff.  
 
Becoming Home Bound is not easy. It is usually a traumatic experience when one 
no longer drives. This can be compounded when no other family member or 
friend can provide transportation to worship. At Atonement, persons are usually 
put on the Home Bound list by the Pastoral Care Committee which consists of 
the Pastoral Staff, the Health Advocate and a Stephen Ministry leader. Sometimes 

it is through personal request, when the staff is alerted by family or friends, or when we find out a person has moved 
to an institution for Personal Care or Skilled Nursing. 
 
This ministry is enhanced by lay members who serve as Eucharistic Ministers. At present we have four active Eu-
charistic Ministers who on a monthly basis visit eight persons. This allows these eight Home Bound members more 
frequent Holy Communion and social contact. To my knowledge at least two additional lay members frequently visit 
friends who are Home Bound. 
 
At present, forty nine (49) persons are on the active Home Bound list. Most of these are visited every four or five 
weeks. Four live out of town. One is visited monthly and three on a quarterly basis. Twenty two live at The High-
lands in Wyomissing; three live at Phoebe-Berks; two at Country Meadows; one at Mifflin Center; one at Berks Lei-
sure Living; one at Berks Heim; one at Manor Care in Laureldale; one at The Manor at Market Square in Reading; 
and 12 continue to live in their homes. 

 

“By this everyone will know that you are my disciples,  
if you have love for one another.” 



 

 

Volume 18, Issue 8 Page 10 Atonement in Action 

Church Council & Policy Governance 
from President Sharon Calder 

 
Last month, I introduced you to our new form of Council, which is called Policy 
Governance, and focuses on the “vision,” or direction, of the church, and less on 
day-to-day operations. The manual includes four “portfolios,” which include:  
 
 1)  Ends — where we are headed, our priorities and measurable goals. 
 
 2)  Executive Limitations — what we will NOT do to achieve these ends. 
 
 3)  Executive Accountability — how often Pastor Ryan will report to us on  
  our stated goals and the metrics we will be looking for in his reports. 
 
 4)  Governance Process — clear expectations of the ministry of the Council. 
 
This month, council separated into small groups to each look at particular sections of the 4th portfolio, Governance 
Process. We used samples of other church councils doing policy governance to help us along. The updated manual is 
on an easily accessible docs.google.com program. This was a great way to get a lot done in a short amount of time, 
and we have finished the basics of the 4th portfolio:  
 
 Governing Style — outward vision rather than internal preoccupation, encouragement of diversity in viewpoints, 
and group responsibility. 
 
 Council Responsibility — Council is the link between the congregation and the staff who run the church on a 
day-to-day basis. We will write policies, follow the constitution and bylaws of the church, care for the staff and pas-
tors, and produce an annual agenda that includes prayerful discernment of God’s will for our church. 
 
 The Role of the President — to chair the council meetings and represent Council to outside members, but who  
no longer needs to function as a once-a-month administrator.  
 
 The Role of the Secretary — to record minutes, amendments, evaluation of senior pastor, record attendance, and 
has access and control over Council documents and some use of administrative staff time.  
 
 Council Members Code of Conduct — The Council commits itself and its members to Christian, lawful, ethical, 
and businesslike conduct, including proper use of authority and appropriate decorum. Council members will relate to 
each other with grace, honesty, and straightforwardness. 
 
 Council Committee Principles — Committees will be used sparingly and are there to help Council do its job, not 
to micromanage the staff and volunteer leaders.   
 
 Cost of Governance — will expend necessary funds prudently to accomplish our goals. Council will annually 
provide a budget for its own proposed activities. 
 
In October, Pastor Ryan will be reporting on the progress we’ve made on achieving our long-term goals over the past 
year. Pastor Richter will also be attending a meeting in the near future to celebrate Pastor Ryan’s first year as our 
senior pastor. As I said last month, this type of leadership is ongoing and fluid. We can delete or amend anything as 
we go on. If you have any questions, please contact me at your convenience! 

 

The Church Council’s next meet-
ing will be on Monday, October 15, 

at 7:00 PM (October 8 is the Co-
lumbus Day holiday). 

Are you interested in serving on Atonement’s Church Council? 
In the coming months, the Nominating Committee will be re-
cruiting nominees to Council for the annual meeting at the end 
of January.  Terms on Council last three years, with a limit of 
two consecutive terms. Please prayerfully consider serving! 
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The Monthly Men’s Group 
at The Highlands meets with 

Pastor Ryan on Monday,  
October 8, at 9:30 AM. 

Memorials 
 

to the Thanksgiving and Memorial Fund 
 

In memory of Reverend Charles Fair by 
Dr Walter and Leah Maier 
Albert and Orpha Stallone 

 

In memory of Beverly Mauger by  
Marian E Pounder 

 
to Common Ground Ministries 

 

In memory of Janis Diehm by 
Rosalind and Anthony Bell 

William Long 
Joanne and George Stauffer 

Barbara Homsher 
Marian E Pounder 

Geraldine Ann Trider 
David and Martha Swartz 

Gifts of Stock or Securities 
 
For those of you interested in giving a gift of stock or securities to 
Atonement, please clip these instructions and keep them handy 
when you are ready to do so: 
 
1. Member should notify Atonement’s office of the pending dona-

tion, the purpose for which you are donating it, the name of the 
stock, its value, where the stock is coming from, and who the 
donor is. 

2. Atonement’s office will notify Weik Investments of the pend-
ing donation, the name of the stock, the value, where it is com-
ing from, and who the donor is. 

3. Weik Investments will confirm the receipt of the securities up-
on receipt and will sell the stock that day, if possible, per stand-
ing instructions. 

4. A check will be paid to Atonement from Schwabb and noted 
with the name of the donor and the purpose. 

5. Atonement will notify you of the concluded transaction and the 
amount that you can use for tax purposes. 

 
Thank you so much for your past donations. This list will expedite 
the process and protect against mistakes. 

Three Great Opportunities to  
Spread the Joy of Christmas 

 
It is not too early to think about the gifts that we will happily give 
to those we know need our talents and treasures here in Berks 
County. The Angel Tree will be placed in the narthex on Sunday, 
November 26. Once again we are offering 3 choices for your 
Christmas Spirit. 
 
Angels: Gifts for the babies and children served by BCIU Teen Par-
enting Program (suggested amount is $30). 
 
Bookmarks: Hardback books for the Tyson-Schoener Elementary 
School library in Reading. 
 
Christmas Balls: Gift cards to Wal-Mart or Redner’s or Boscovs 
for our Nigerian friends, the Johnson -Agiri family, which we have 
been helping this year. 
 
We are also looking for decorator volunteers to set up our tree in 
the narthex, and a Santa Helper to create 3 large colorful boxes to 
hold our gifts under the tree. Look for a time in early November for 
decoration and set up. Please remember to sign the sheet on the 
clipboard next to the Angel Tree when you take an angel, book-
mark, or ornament. Please return your gift by Monday, December 
10.  
 
Questions? Call Gail Dawson-White at 610-372-1131. 

Pastoral Acts 
September 2018 

 
Funeral for Larry Longlott, 

September 8 
 

Blessing of Sunday School Teachers, 
September 9 

 
Wedding of Caroline Endy and Christian 

Nimako-Boateng, September 22 
 

Baptism of Rylee Marie Fehnel, 
September 23 

 
Blessing of the Quilts, 

September 30 

Special thanks to Patty Keisel, who over-
saw the month of September’s book sale. 
Patty has been cleaning out Atonement’s 
library so that it can also function as a 
classroom. Stop by the library sometime 
soon so you can see how nice it looks! 
Thank you, Patty, for all your hard work! 
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Caregiver Support Small Group 
 

I invite you to ask 'who is a caregiver'? We all understand 
the basics of care giving, whether it be familial or profes-
sional care giving, we see it everywhere. I would like to ex-
pand this definition further to anyone who puts careful and 
intentional thought into the care of others. Whether you view 
your role as a blessing or a burden, if you put the care of 
another higher than your own self care, this small group is 
intended for you. We will meet for an hour every month. We 
will explore what self care means to you ... only you can 
determine what that will be. I hope you will consider taking 
this time for you. We will have our first meeting on 
Wednesday October 17, at 6:15pm in the Parlor. You 
don't need to bring anything along. I will be referencing a 
book called An Invitation to Self-Care by Tracey Cleantis, 
LMFT. If you would like to contact me: Cathy Durand 610-
716-1132, Catt808@aol.com. 

“Thank you!” from Marian and Friends 

Community Center repainting 
 

Thanks to a very generous gift from the Caduceus group that 
meets in Atonement’s Community Center, the woodwork on 
the exterior of the community center is being repaired and re-
painted. In the photo to the left, you can see the difference be-
tween the freshly painted second-floor window and the yet-to-
be-painted first-floor window. The Community Center is 
Atonement’s way of providing the gift of space to our neigh-
bors. Because of that, it’s important that we take care of this 
building. Thank you to the members of the Caduceus group for 
your partnership and generosity! 


