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Adult Forum with Doug Tieman  
November 4, 9:45 AM 

 
All are welcome to join us for a presentation by Doug 
Tieman, CEO of Caron Treatment Center, on the top-
ic of “Spirituality and Church Life—How it 
Makes Life Better.” Does “spirituality”, i.e., a con-
nection to God, enhance quality of life? What does 
research and statistics tell us about church life and its 
impact on every aspect of a family’s health? This 
adult forum on November 4 will address these ques-
tions as it explores the topic of how one’s faith and 
spirituality affect all aspects of our lives. 

Don’t forget to set your clocks back on November 4! 
You don’t want to be an hour early to worship! 

All Saints Sunday 
November 4, 8:30 & 11:00 AM 

 
The custom of commemorating all of the 
saints of the church on a single day goes back 
at least to the third century. All Saints Sunday 
celebrates the baptized people of God, living 
and dead, who make up the body of Christ. 
On this day, many congregations, including 
Atonement, will remember the faithful who 
have died during the past year. Rest eternal 
grant them, O Lord; and let light perpetual 
shine upon them! 

During services on All Saints Sunday, No-
vember 4, we will dedicate our new proces-
sional torches to the glory of God and in 
memory of Burt and Alice Kominick. The 
Kominick family gave our congregation these 
torches as a gift from the Kominick memorial 
fund. These torches, which represent the light 
of Christ and the warmth of the Kominicks, 
will create another meaningful way for our 
young people to participate in worship at 
Atonement. Thank you, Burt and Alice! 
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Sunday Morning Servants —  
Winter Quarter 

 
During the month of November, you will 
have the opportunity to sign up to serve as a 
Sunday Morning Servant for the months of 
December, January, and February. You will 
be able to sign up to serve in one of four po-
sitions. Lectors read the first and second les-
sons during the Liturgy of the Word. Com-
munion ministers help the pastors to distrib-
ute wine and bread. Assisting ministers lead 
the assembly in prayer. And greeters make 
sure everyone feels the warm welcome of 
Christ as they arrive for worship. Please 
prayerfully consider signing up to do one of 
these four jobs at one service (either 8:30 or 
11:00 AM) about once a month for the winter 
quarter. The office directly schedules these 
four positions. If you would like to join an 
usher team, please contact Mick Bryan, who 
is our lead usher and handles the scheduling 
of that important ministry. If you would like 
to serve as an audio-visual tech, please con-
tact Bob Hoch, who trains and schedules our 
techs. The office can put you in touch with 
both these gentlemen. We also need new vol-
unteers to join the rotation for the role of 
deacon. Deacons at Atonement help to pre-
pare the building for worship. One of their 
most important jobs is preparing the coffee! 
We have a great group of folks who have 
been discharging the duties of the deacon for 
many years, but we could use a few more 
volunteers. The sign-up sheet for the winter 
quarter of Sunday Morning Servants will be 
available in the narthex (lobby) on the first 
Sunday of November. You do not need to be 
a member of the congregation to volunteer to 
serve. And you don’t need to already know 
how to do the job. Training will be provided! 

Pledge Campaign for 2019 
 
Each Fall, the members and friends of our congregation take time 
to pledge their financial support for this ministry in the coming 
year. This process of pledging is first and foremost a spiritual 
discipline through which followers of Jesus ask themselves, “Is 
my financial support for the Church commensurate with my grati-
tude to God for all the gifts God has given me through the life of 
Church?” The process of pledging is also helpful in a very practi-
cal way. Each Fall, our congregation’s Council and Staff must 
prepare a budget for the coming year, a budget that only the con-
gregation has the power to approve at our annual meeting on the 
last Sunday of January. This year, our Council and Staff want to 
make sure we prepare a realistic budget that keeps our ministry 
living within the means entrusted to it.  
 
Originally, we had hoped to prepare a series of pledge campaign 
videos to be shown on the new screens in the nave during the 
month of November. Because of delays in the installation of the 
screens and projectors, however, we were not able to finish that 
project this year. As we undertake the major construction projects 
of the Capital Campaign in the coming year, we look forward to 
sharing photos and videos of the progress on the new screens! 
 
2019 Pledge Cards will be available beginning on All Saints 
Sunday, November 4. Please take some time over the coming 
weeks to prayerfully consider your financial partnership with 
Atonement. During our services of worship on Christ the King 
Sunday, November 25, we will have a special Offering of the 
Pledges. Both members and friends of the Atonement congrega-
tion are welcome to show their support for what the Spirit of Je-
sus is doing through Atonement in this important way! Thank you 
for everything you have done, said, and shared with Atonement! 
And thank you for everything you will share in 2019! 

At the end of October, Armbruster AV, our audio-visual technology 
consultants, installed our new screens in the nave. The screens are 
retractable, and their housing is meant to look like the existing 
woodwork in the nave. While we will continue to use our hymnals 
and paper bulletins during worship, the screens will allow us to cut 
down on the large amount of paper we use each weekend. The 
screens will also help to make the nave more useful as a venue for 
concerts, lectures, and other community events. We were able to pur-
chase the screens, projectors, and cameras because of your generous 
support of last spring’s Capital Campaign, the Growing Place. 



 

 

God’s Family Tree— 
Fall Sunday School continues 

 
Sunday school continues with our first 10 week session learning about being a 
part of God’s Family Tree. Our children have learned about different Dads, 
Moms, and Siblings in the Bible. Through these stories they have learned the 
themes of trust in God, obedience to God and His rules to love Him and love each 
other, and patience. As we finish this unit, children will build from the foundation 
of the immediate family, to our larger church family, and finally to all of God’s 
Family as brothers and sisters in Christ. Our unit will culminate with an evange-
listic rock painting lesson. These rocks will receive a special blessing at the 
11:00AM worship on Sunday, November 18, and then will be distributed by our 
children through various public locations around the county. The message will be 
one inviting others to our church family here at Atonement! 

 
We will have a brief break from Sunday School on November 25. We will resume 
on December 9 with our Advent lessons. Stay tuned for more information regard-
ing Advent and our Christmas pageant, “Repeat The Sounding Joy”.   
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Confirmation 
 
The Confirmation Program is about helping youth (7th grade and older) enhance their walk with Jesus by delving 
more intentionally into faith practices. This month we continued with the different parts of our program.   
 
• Sunday morning Bible study has met from 9:45 to 10:45 AM. This fall, we have been reviewing the Old Testa-

ment timeline. We’ve delved deeper into the United Monarchy of David and Solomon, and the dissension and 
division that led to two kingdoms. Our last study of this unit is November 18. We are “off” for the Sunday after 
Thanksgiving.   

 
• 3rd Sunday Evenings have met monthly from 4:30 to 6:00 PM. At October’s gathering, we continued with our 

group-building activities, Real Life learning about Consent, and Churchy Learning about the structure of our 
worship services. 

 
• Worship participation continues with Sermon Notes and taking turns serving as crucifer. 
 
In November, we’ll continue our Bible study of the 
historical timeline of Israel with the fall of the North-
ern and Southern Kingdoms, the Israelites’ time(s) in 
exile, and their return from exile to rebuild the Temple 
and the walls of Jerusalem. Our 3rd Sunday Evening 
will continue the pattern of group building, Real Life 
learning, and Churchy learning. And finally, the Ser-
vice Learning opportunity for November will be a 
Refugee Simulation game, being scheduled via par-
ticipant input on Doodle. 

 

 

Hooray for  
Sunday School! 



 

 

Acolyte Guild 
 
Acolytes and crucifers both had a second training to 
reinforce what was already learned, and to learn some-
thing new we’ll be experiencing in worship shortly!   
On November 4, All Saints Sunday, the torches will be 
dedicated in honor of Burton and Alice Kominick – so 
everyone in the acolyte guild is invited to participate!   

Welcome to our Confirmands! 
 
By the time of this printing, we’ll have 8 new adult 
members of Atonement Lutheran Church: Marina 
Biltcliff, Tyler Boland, Elizabeth Harenza, Callum 
Hazlett, Isabel Marshall, Emily Shirk, Elise Wang, and 
Alison Wildman. Let us give thanks for these brothers 
and sisters in Christ and support and pray for them in 
the commitment they’ve made!  

Monthly High School Small Group 
9th  —  12th Graders 

3rd Sundays of the Month 
9:45—10:45 AM 

 
This past month we discussed what’s important to you 
all, what the group will be, and ideas on a summer trip.  
Moving forward we’ll be using your ideas as discussion 
topics/learning opportunities, and continuing to do sum-
mer trip planning. Our next time together will be No-
vember 18, and our topic will be boundaries. Thanks to 
Cathy Durand and Jo Ray for being our group leaders! 

League of Lutherans (LOL)  
was a big hit! 

 
Save the Date for our next event: on Sunday, December 
2, 4:30—6:00 PM we will be Bowling at Berks Lanes!  
And remember, friends are always welcome. RSVP to 
Pastor Julie.  
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Youth Ministry opportunities this month 

Teams trying to decide whether to be Giants, Wizards, 
or Trolls at our first group meeting! 



 

 

Preschool 
News 

 
Atonement Christian Preschool 
is a busy place this time of 
year! October was non-stop 
with field trips to the Wy-
omissing Fire Station and 
Brecknock Orchard, the start 
of gym and music classes with 
Mrs. Egan and our Halloween 

celebrations. As we enter November, we take a breath (at 
least we try to) and reflect on all that we are thankful for. In 
November the children will learn health lessons on nutrition 
and our body. The 3 to 5-year-olds will also have their vi-
sion screened by Vision Resource Center of Berks Coun-
ty. The PreK class will explore the various departments of 
the grocery store on their field trip to Weis Markets. The 
classes will learn about Thanksgiving including stories of 
the Pilgrims and Native Americans. We celebrate with in-
class Feasts before our Thanksgiving Break. We wish every-
one a Happy Thanksgiving! 
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Wyomissing Fire Station Field Trip 

Brecknock Orchand Field Trip 

Circle Time with Mrs. Fotis 
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Adult Ministry opportunities this fall 

Monthly Evening Bible Study 
November 29, at 6:30 PM 

 
Pastor Ryan and Pastor Julie are offering a monthly 
evening Bible study that meets on the last Thursday of 
the month at 6:30 PM in the Privacy Room. This gath-
ering previews the preaching texts for the coming 
month. On November 29, we will preview the season 
of Advent according to the Gospel of Luke. Luke re-
minds us that even when times are bad, it’s not actually 
the end of the world. Come and join the conversation! 

Thanksgiving Eve Service with Common Ground 
 

We gather with our friends from Common Ground Recovery Ministry 
on Wednesday, November 21, at 7:30 PM, in Lundin Hall. This cele-
bration of Holy Communion will include music by the Atonement Choir 
and A.Y.S. Join us as we give thanks for God’s rich blessings! 

The Monthly Men’s Group 
at The Highlands meets with 

Pastor Ryan on Monday, 
November 12, at 9:30 AM. 

Introduction to  
the Gospel of Luke, 
November 11 and 18 

 
Beginning on the upcoming 
first Sunday of Advent, De-
cember 2, most of our Gospel 
readings for the next year will 
come from the Gospel of Luke. 
Pastor Ryan will be teaching a 
two-week course at 9:45 AM 
on the Gospel so that we can 

review its themes and structure. This course will help 
you to appreciate what is unique about Luke’s witness 
to Christ and to preview the Lukan accent of the com-
ing year’s sermons and teaching. 

 Mid-week Bible Study 
Thursdays at 1:30 PM 

 
Attendance at our weekly Bible study on Thursdays 
at 1:30 PM has been strong and steady! We will contin-
ue to meet at least through November 15. At that point, 
we will decide whether we continue to meet through 
Advent or adjourn until the new year. 

There will be no Adult Forum or Sunday 
School on the Sunday of Thanksgiving 

weekend, November 25. 

From our Health Advocate, Dr. Ken 
 

There is no substitute for human blood. From accidents, cancer patients, prema-
ture babies and more, your generosity to donate blood contributes to saving lives 
in our community. Recently a member of Atonement received 17 units of blood 
during a surgery. Miller-Keystone blood center supplies 22 hospitals in our region 
and requires 450 donors daily to meet the demand.  
 
The process to donate blood is simple and takes about 45 minutes. Atonement 
sponsors four blood drives during the year. We are well behind last year’s dona-
tions. Last year we donated 88 units of blood, this year we have only collected 61 
units. 
 
Please consider donating blood at our next ATONEMENT  LUTHERAN CHURCH blood drive: Tuesday Novem-
ber 6, from 12 noon until 5:00 PM in Lundin Hall. Please sign up on the sign up sheet in the narthex of the church 
or sign up on-line at www.giveapint.org. Go to Blood Drives and search by zip 19610. Check “Mobile” and put start 
and end dates as 11/6/18. Then select Atonement and click on the Schedule. You can sign up for any available slot. 
You may also come as a walk-in, no one will be turned away. Please consider donating at this very needy time. If 
you have questions please contact me at 610-375-3512 ext 104 or klord@atonementwyo.org. 

 

mailto:klord@atonementwyo.org
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Sunday worship this November 

the twenty-fourth Sunday after Pentecost, November 4 
Pastor Ryan preaching ♦ Ruth 1:1-18 

All Saints’ Remembrance of the Departed at both services 
Blessing of the Torches at both services 

 

In this reading, Ruth, a Moabite woman, goes above and beyond the call of duty to 
accompany Naomi, her Israelite mother-in-law, to a new life back in Israel. In loving 
and tender words, Ruth pledges to stay with Naomi and to adopt Naomi’s land and 

God as her own.  
 

the twenty-fifth Sunday after Pentecost, November 11 
Pastor Julie preaching ♦ Ruth 3:1-5; 4:13-17 

Holy Baptism for Madison Rose Wolfinger (11:00 AM) 
 

Naomi has lost her husband and sons, but is blessed by the love and support of her 
widowed daughter-in-law Ruth. Naomi is resourceful in arranging the marriage of 

Ruth to her wealthy kinsman, Boaz; and Ruth, the Moabite, becomes the great-
grandmother to that greatest of Israelite kings, David.  

 

the twenty-sixth Sunday after Pentecost, November 18 
Pastor Ryan preaching ♦ 1 Samuel 1:4-20 

Blessing of the Rocks for Sunday School (11:00 AM) 
 

This story introduces us to Elkanah, a devout Israelite, and his wife, Hannah, who is 
barren. God grants Hannah’s prayer and she bears a son, Samuel, who will be an 
important figure in Israel’s history. Samuel, the last of Israel’s judges, anoints the 

first two kings of Israel, Saul and David.  
 

Christ the King Sunday, November 25 
Pastor Ryan preaching ♦ 2 Samuel 23:1-7 

Offering of Annual Pledges at both services 
 

This song attributed to David speaks of a promise: God will establish David’s house 
(dynasty) forever. Indeed, David’s dynasty endured over four hundred years, until 
the exile in 587 bce. When there was no longer a Davidic king on the throne, this 

promise was understood to refer to the Messiah.  

From the  
Prayer Ministry Team 

 

“Enough is  
a feast.” 

 
Buddhist Proverb 

Complete readings 
for the Sundays of 

November 
 

November 4 
 

Ruth 1:1-18 
Psalm 146 

Hebrews 9:11-14 
Mark 12:28-34 

 
November 11 

 

Ruth 3:1-5; 4:13-17 
Psalm 127 

Hebrews 9:24-28 
Mark 12:38-44 

 
November 18 

 

1 Samuel 1:4-20 
1 Samuel 2:1-10 

Hebrews 10:11-14[15-18]19-25 

Mark 13:1-8 
 

November 25 
 

2 Samuel 23:1-7 
Psalm 132:1-12 [13-18] 

Revelation 1:4b-8 
John 18:33-37 

Music in Worship this November 
 

11/4 —  Atonement Choir at 8:30 AM, singing “At the River”  
 by Aaron Copland     
 Children’s Choirs at 11:00 AM, singing “I Sing a Song of the 

Saints of God”  
 
11/11 — Atonement Flute Ensemble at both services  
  Atonement Choir at 11:00 AM    
 
11/18 — Atonement Praise Band joined by A.Y.S. at 8:30 AM  
 Atonement Praise Band joined by Atonement Choir and children’s 

choirs at 11:00 AM, featuring “Day by Day” from Godspell  
  
11/25 — Valerie Trollinger, bassoon, at both services 
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Attendance in October 
 

        2018 2017 
First Sunday in October   328  286 
Second Sunday in October  234  295 
Third Sunday in October  291  259 
Fourth Sunday in October  263  357 
Total October attendance    1,116     1,197 

October Financial Report 
 

October Unrestricted Income  $  78,780.43 
October Expenses     $101,200.61 
 
Year-to-date Unrestricted Income $864,935.48  
Year-to-date Unrestricted Expenses $937.286.55  

Update on Capital Campaign Projects 
 
Parsonage/Parking Lot Project — The Borough of Wyomissing has finally scheduled a Zoning Board meeting for 
Tuesday, November 20th. Fred Mogel (our resident attorney), along with Pastor Ryan, Sharon Calder, and Tom 
Gresh, will all be attending the meeting. Pastor Ryan has been to key neighbors of Atonement to discuss the razing 
of the parsonage and the parking lot, and the response has been fairly good. Notices will go out to neighbors from 
the Borough in November to alert them to the meeting, and they can attend if interested.   
 
Water Infiltration Problem — Our consultants continue to work with us to solve the water remediation in the new 
building, and we hope to begin the process in the spring. We will keep you updated on contractors and a general con-
tractor who will see us through the project.  
 
New Audio/Visual System — Our new sound system was launched in mid-October. We are working on ironing out 
the bugs and should be getting new headsets soon. The video cameras were installed towards the end of October. 
This will allow us to film Sunday services, weddings, events, and, after editing, stream to home-bound members lat-
er. The Praise Band sounded great with the new equipment! 
 
Organ Re-leathering — This project has been delayed until later this winter, due to a change in ownership in the 
company. 

Capital Campaign Update: $757,986.21 received, $278,509.52 spent 
Thank you so much, Atonement, for your incredible generosity! 

If you have any questions about your contributions, please contact Amy Rogers at the church office. 

New Sound System  
Installed By Armbruster AV 

 
The new sound system in the nave has been installed!  Atonement Praise Band 
used the equipment for the first time on October 14, and the reviews are positive 
from band members and from the congregation.  Not only could the band hear 
themselves better than ever, but the system provided a clear, uniform sound 
throughout the room.  Many thanks to Brendan, Louis, and Ethan from Arm-
bruster for their excellent work! 

Financial News from Katie Sensenig, Council Treasurer 
 
The council and staff are in the process of setting a realistic budget for 2019. We are looking closely at the receipts 
and expenses paid for the current year of 2018.  The pledge receipts are behind year to date, which we expect every 
year. We are behind for the year by $58,000 as of September 30, 2018. We still have to pay the staff and the electric 
bills throughout the whole year, even though over 30% of the pledges come in during the last 2 ½ months of the 
year. If you are able, please catch your pledge up now so that we can pay the bills on time! Thanks for your help! 
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Atonement’s Archive  
Committee 

 

The Archive Committee has begun the work 
of cataloging Atonement’s historical docu-
ments.  Though we have not found any mone-
tarily valuable artifacts (no need to call in An-
tiques Roadshow just yet) we have discovered 
quite a few duplicate booklets and old pictori-
al directories in the files. Extra copies have 
been placed in the narthex; please take them if 
you are interested. 
 
We are looking for confirmation photos from 
the following years: 1935 through 1938, 1943, 
1948, 1949, 1954 through 1956, 1959, 1962, 
1963, 1965 through 1968, 1971, 1981 through 
1983, 1985 through 1988, 1990 through 1992, 
1994, 1996, 2005, 2010 through 2012. If you 
were confirmed during one of these years (or 
know someone who was), and if you can lo-
cate your confirmation photo, please bring it 
to the church office. (You will get bonus 
points if you also can identify the folks in the 
photo!) We will copy the photo for the ar-
chives and return it to you. 
 
We currently are in the process of identifying 
the people in the many photos and photo al-
bums in our collection. So far, we have a lot 
of question marks. If you would like to help, 
watch the bulletin announcements for our next 
meeting date. 

The Arts at Atonement 
 
Our next two concerts feature groups that have been performing at Atonement for many years. We are very happy to 
welcome them back for their 2018 programs: 
 

Sunday, November 4, 4:00 PM 
Berks Youth Chorus — “With My Heart” 

 

From Eric Whitacre’s tender Five Hebrew Love Songs to Anto-
nio Vivaldi’s exquisite Beatus Vir, this concert will pull on heart-
strings! And, the concert will provide the strings too! Through a 
grant from the Gertrude Sternbergh Fund of Reading Musical 
Foundation, the concert will feature chamber instrumentalists in 
addition to the fine BYC singers. For tickets and more infor-
mation, call 610-898-7664 or go to www.berksyouthchorus.org. 
 

Saturday, December 8, 8:00 PM 
“Manger Songs” — Christmas Music by Wheatland Chorale 

 

For tickets and more information, go to www.wheatlandchorale.org. 

 

Memorials 
 

to the Thanksgiving and Memorial Fund 
In memory of Larwrence Longlott by 

Reverend Thomas & Amy Reinsel 
Cindy & Bill Laubach 

Evans & Barbara Goodling 
 

In memory of  the Reverend Charles Fair by  
Cindy & Bill Laubach 

 

to Common Ground Ministries 
In memory of Janis Diehm by 

Cindy & Bill Laubach 

Pastoral Acts — October 2018 
 

October 7 
Blessing of the Pets 

Baptism of Ashton Rae Gehr ♦ Baptism of Gabriel Tinnemeyer 
 

October 14 
Affirmation of Baptism for New Members: 

John and Patty Lehr, Florence Riegel,  
Sue Kauffman and Mitch Shestok 

 

October 21 
Baptism of Gavin David Bodor 

 

October 26 
Funeral for Mabel Bagenstose 

 

October 28 
Affirmation of Baptism for Confirmands: 

Marina Biltcliff, Tyler Boland, Elizabeth Harenza,  
Callum Hazlett, Isabel Marshall, Emily Shirk, Elise Wang,  

and Alison Wildman 

http://www.berksyouthchorus.org
http://www.wheatlandchorale.org
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CROP Walk Update 
 
We did it! Thank you everyone for making this year’s 
CROP Walk special by participating and getting the com-
munity involved to donate to help end hunger. Atonement 
raised $1,065 by the day of the walk, plus the unknown 
amount from the Isaac’s fundraiser in September. It is 
awesome to be able to help this way and you will be hap-
py to know our leftover subway sandwiches went to 
Common Ground’s meal that very afternoon before 
they met for worship at Trinity. 

Church Council & Policy Governance 
from President Sharon Calder 

 
Atonement’s Policy Governance is rapidly developing. Last month, council agreed 
on what we would accept for the second of four portfolios, Executive Limitations. 
These policies have to do with those things that our Senior Pastor cannot do in order 
to achieve our goals. This month, we met as a small group to discuss the third portfo-
lio, Executive Accountability, which focuses on how Pastor Ryan and future senior 
pastors will lead our congregation in a way that is consistent with our goals.   
 
This portfolio covers several specific areas, such as treatment of staff and volunteers, 
donors and people served, financial planning and activities, compensation and bene-
fits, emergency succession planning, and communication with council. 
 
Once Council Vice President Bryan Wang has made the changes to the boilerplate model that we used, we will 
distribute it to Council and decide whether or not we will accept this document.  
 
Atonement’s Constitution is badly in need of an update. Over the past couple of months, another small group has 
been going over our constitution and comparing it with the Model Constitution that the ELCA has approved. We 
have added the things that need to be added, deleted things that have not pertained to us, and now will present this 
new document to Council in November. The only thing that Council may decide to vote on is a new definition of 
how many people we would like on Council. Everything else is fairly straightforward in the ELCA’s model. 
 
Once council approves the changes, we may need to have a special congregational meeting to approve this. Once 
that is accomplished, we will ratify our new constitution at the annual meeting in January. 

 

The Church Council’s next meet-
ing will be on Monday, November 

12, at 7:00 PM. 

Are you interested in serving on Atonement’s Church Council? 
In the coming months, the Nominating Committee will be re-
cruiting nominees to Council for the annual meeting at the end 
of January.  Terms on Council last three years, with a limit of 
two consecutive terms. Please prayerfully consider serving! 

Atonement had the privilege of serving as the venue 
for a prayer vigil on October 21 for Celia Cosentino. 
Celia is an alumna of our preschool, and her family is 
loved by many members of our congregation. Celia is 
battling an extremely rare cancer, so she can use all 
the prayer we can give her. Thank you so much to 
everyone who helped to organize this special event! 
And keep praying for Celia every day! 
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Save the Dates! Advent and Christmas at Atonement are right around the corner! 
 

The new church year kicks off on Sunday, December 2 with our annual Intergenerational Advent Event during the 
multi-purpose hour, 9:45—10:45 AM, in Lundin Hall. The event includes fellowship, food, and creating an Advent 
log for your home. Save the date and plan to attend with your family and friends. Invite, invite, invite!   
 

Sunday School and Confirmation students will also be invited to participate in this year’s Christmas pageant, with 
rehearsals taking place 9:45—10:45 AM, on Sundays December 9, 16, and 23 with the Christmas pageant itself 
taking place during the 11:00 AM worship on December 23. 

Flower Boxes of Love Project 
December 1, 9:30 AM — 12:00 PM 

 

It is time again for refreshing flower boxes and grow-
ing friendships with the people in the Ricktown neigh-
borhood of Reading. We have installed lots flower 
boxes in Reading. On Saturday, December 1, we will 
fill them with pine & holly boughs and bright bows, 
and share hot chocolate and cookies. This project is one 
tangible, visible way to love your neighbor. The flower 
boxes are simply a door opener for building relation-
ships while also serving as an inspiration for residents 
and passersby. This is a great family activity, since all 
ages have the basic requirements — ability to smile and 
willingness to get your hands dirty! 
 

We will need donations of greens and holly this year, 
since we are missing the donor from past years of lots 
of white pine. Also, help will be needed to mail post-
cards and make the bright bows ahead of time! 
 

If you are a Thrivent member, you can apply for a $250 
Action Team Grant that can be used to buy stamps 
and refreshments. 
 

Sign up at the narthex clipboard rack, online at https://
www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0e49a9a822a4f94-
flower4 or the Atonement website, or contact Dorothy 
DeLong by e-mail pbjdelong@comcast.net or phone 
484-529-0878 with questions and ideas.  

Three Great Opportunities to  
Spread the Joy of Christmas 

 

It is not too early to think about the gifts that we will 
happily give to those we know need our talents and 
treasures here in Berks County. The Angel Tree will be 
placed in the narthex on Sunday, November 26. Once 
again we are offering three choices for your Christmas 
Spirit. 
 

Angels: Gifts for the babies and children served by 
BCIU Teen Parenting Program (suggested amount is 
$30). 
 

Bookmarks: Hardback books for the Tyson-Schoener 
Elementary School library in Reading. 
 

Christmas Balls: Gift cards to Wal-Mart, Redner’s, or 
Boscov’s for our Nigerian friends, the Johnson -Agiri 
family, who we have been helping this year. 
 

We are also looking for decorator volunteers to set up 
our tree in the narthex and a Santa Helper to create 
three large colorful boxes to hold our gifts under the 
tree. Look for a time in early November for decoration 
and set up. Please remember to sign the sheet on the 
clipboard next to the Angel Tree when you take an an-
gel, bookmark, or ornament. Please return your gift by 
Monday, December 10.  
 

Questions? Call Gail Dawson-White at 610-372-1131. 

Blessing of the Animals 2018 
 

Atonement’s first “Bring your pet to church” 
Sunday was a great success! On October 7, 
in commemoration of St. Francis, our mem-
bers and friends brought their pets to both the 
8:30 and 11:00 AM services. The pets were 
extremely well behaved! They sang during 
the hymns, listened carefully during the ser-
mon, and visited with one another during 
Communion distribution—just like their hu-
mans! We blessed dogs, cats, guinea pigs, 
gerbils, a turtle, a few collars, and lots of pic-
tures. It was wonderful! A special word of 
thanks to everyone who shared their crea-
tures with the congregation that day! 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0e49a9a822a4f94-flower4
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0e49a9a822a4f94-flower4
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0e49a9a822a4f94-flower4

