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Two blockbuster concerts filled Atonement’s pews in
January! On the Day of Epiphany, January 6, all seats
were filled for a beautiful rendition of Giancarlo Menotti’s most famous opera, “Amahl and the Night Visitors.” The one-hour opera, sung in English, featured a
full set in our chancel, colorful costumes, dancers, a
chorus of shepherds, comical kings, and the touching
story of a poor shepherd boy and his mother.
One week later on January 12, Berks Sinfonietta, under
the direction of David McConnell, brought another large
audience to its feet with thunderous applause after a
breath-taking performance of Clara Schumann’s brilliant piano concerto. No concerts are currently scheduled for cold, stormy February, but check back again for
more engaging, crowd-pleasing arts programming.

Eoin Morris (Amahl) and
Tamara Black (Mother) from
Amahl and the Night Visitors
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Sunday School Update
Sunday School for all grade levels may be on a little winter break, but that didn’t stop
34 young children, teens and adults from joining in on our very first Christian yoga
held on January 13. We used our bodies in various yoga-like poses and movements
to represent all of God’s work in creating the world, and to say “Thank you God!” for
it was good! A special thank you to Karen Wang for assisting with this fun class!
Anxious to return to Sunday School? All of us are too! Make sure to mark your calendars for February 3 at 9:45 AM, for the return of Sunday School and our new unit,
There’s A Psalm For That! We will explore many Psalms, the emotions expressed in
them, and how they can be a great tool to use in our prayers to God whether we are
happy, sad, excited or afraid. Children will definitely want to be a part of this unit as
there will be a fun, creative and collaborative project that will culminate in our unit conclusion on Psalm Sunday/
Palm Sunday, April 14.
If your child is already registered from our fall unit, no need to re-register. However, if you are new to Atonement,
we kindly ask that you register your child by completing a blue postcard located on the Sunday School bulletin
board in the narthex.
While you have your calendars out, please plan on joining us for our annual Vacation Bible School that will be held
June 17 through the 21, and feel free to invite your friends!
Looking forward to seeing our Sunday School friends from the fall as well as many new friends joining us for this
next unit!

Children and adults enjoy learning about the story of creation through Christian yoga.

2019 Communion Class — A Place at the Table
We celebrated with thirteen of our children who have just completed four weeks of
learning about communion on Sunday, January 27. Throughout January, the children met together to watch a short video, sing a song, create and decorate their own
paten and chalice (communion plate and cup) out of Model Magic, and learn about
God’s amazing love shown to us in this Holy Meal. They gathered with their families for a ziti dinner and rehearsal on Saturday, January 26, then participated in
worship the next day at 11:00 AM by pouring water to remember our baptisms,
singing “This Little Light of Mine” with the children’s choirs, and reading prayers
and Scripture. Here are the children who found their “place at the table”: Timothy
Biltcliff, Reese Eisenhut, Dami Johnson-Agiri, Precious Johnson-Agiri, Jack
Neiswender, Kate O’Reilly, Quinn Orzechowski, Ella Oswald, Cassie Roberts,
Sarah Tucci, Coralina Vecchio, Katerina Wengrowski, and Gweneth Wetzel.
2

Volume 19, Issue 2

Atonement In Action

February, 2019

Youth Ministry opportunities this month
Confirmation!

League of Lutherans (L.O.L.)
Junior Youth Group for grades 4 to 6

Let’s get back in the groove:
Sunday mornings 9:45-10:45 AM Bible Study —
begins February 3 with our New Testament
overview! Same place — room F.122. Bring
your own Action Bible or use one of the
church’s!

In January, we went to LaserQuest and had a fantastic
time building alliances and shooting each other with
lasers! Fourteen youth and three adults played, then we
had snacks and played a game called SALAD BOWL.
It is unclear whether the youth enjoyed the lasertagging
or the game more!

3rd Sundays of the month — in January we met
to do group building, talk about identity, and
learn about daily prayer. For February, we’ll
meet on the 02/17 for more group building,
Real Life Learning, and Churchy Learning.

Save the Date for our next event: Sunday, February
24, 4:30-6:00 PM. Game Night at Atonement! Bring a
friend and your favorite board game to share — or Pastor Julie will have some group games in mind to play
together!

Service Learning update: Pastor Julie is still
working on some opportunities for this Spring,
so she will let you know!

High School Small Group
(9th-12th graders):
Third Sundays of the month,
9:45-10:45 AM
This group last met on Sunday, January 20, with the
aim of continuing the conversation on boundaries,
faith, and life. Join us this coming month as we wrestle
together with what this faith thing means in the real life
world of a high schooler on February 17!

Welcome to our new members, received on January 13!
Calvin and Jessica Crone,
Lillian
Beverly J Boyer-Deitz and
Harry J Deitz, Jr.

Darren Blakemore and Shannon
Nowotarski,
Addison
Lori Green

Brad and Sarah Liskey,
Hannah and Grayson

Joshua and Lauren Oswald,
Ella and Evangeline

Jonathan and Jennifer Nied,
Samantha and Madison

Tyler and Sabrina Rankin,
Ryan and Anthony
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Jorn and Jillian Tinnemeyer,
Gabriel
Danielle Wert and Lauren Brensinger,
Luka
Pat and Mary Ann VanderVeen
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Preschool News
As the preschool classes wrap up their winter units and we end January with parent
teacher conferences, we begin to gear up for all that February will bring. We will learn
about heart healthy exercise and raise money for the American Heart Association by
jumping rope with Mrs. Egan in gym class. We will design beautiful Valentines for
family and friends. Our 3’s classes will learn about community helpers and transportation. Our 4’s and PreK classes will focus on senses and feelings as well as past presidents and outer space. Mighty Kicks soccer, KinderMusik and Let’s Pretend, and
Mini-Masters art classes continue after preschool classes. It’s a great time to be at preschool during colder weather.

Starting February 4, Preschool registration for the 2019-20
school year opens for Atonement church members and current
preschool families. Contact Mrs. Dauber (610-375-8049 or
jdauber@atonementwyo.org) with questions and to schedule a
tour. Registration opens to the community starting February 18.

2019 Meet Your Bible Class
We had 8 young people participate in the Meet Your Bible class and receive a Bible this past month, and we had a
great time doing it! A special thank you to three individuals: Susan Ziemer for dedicating the Bibles in memory of
her parents and in honor of her grandchildren, Kerry Lord for the beautiful bookplates, and Sarah Smith for writing each child’s name with her wonderful calligraphy!
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Sunday worship this February
the fourth Sunday after Epiphany, February 3
Pastor Ryan preaching ♦ Luke 4:21-30
Installation of the 2019 Council at both services
The glory of God is often revealed when and where it is least expected. God uses our
lips to declare that glory, inexperienced and hesitant though they may be. God uses
our love to demonstrate that glory and so urges us to exercise it. God uses Jesus of
Nazareth, water and the word, bread and wine, to reveal God’s glory where and
when God chooses. Take heed, lest the glory of God slip through our midst unnoticed.

the fifth Sunday after Epiphany, February 10
Pastor Julie preaching ♦ Luke 5:1-11
The fifth Sunday after Epiphany continues to highlight unlikely instruments and circumstances appointed to reveal the glory of the Lord. “Who will go for us?” queries
the voice of the Lord. A man of unclean lips, a former persecutor of the church of
God, and three fishermen who couldn’t catch a thing. More surprising still, perhaps,
is the fact that we are also called.

Complete readings
for the Sundays of
February
February 3
Jeremiah 1:4-10
Psalm 71:1-6
1 Corinthians 13:1-13
Luke 4:21-30
February 10

the sixth Sunday after Epiphany, February 17
Pastor Ryan preaching ♦ Luke 6:17-26
the Baptism of Evangeline Oswald at 11:00 AM
Blessings and curses abound on the sixth Sunday after Epiphany. We would do well
to listen closely to whom the “blessed ares” and the “woe tos” are directed and to
find our place in the crowd among those who desire to touch Jesus. The risen Christ
stands among us in the mystery of the holy supper with an invitation to live in him
and the power to heal us all.

the seventh Sunday after Epiphany, February 24
Pastor Ryan preaching ♦ Luke 6:27-38
Mercy. Mercy. Mercy. Joseph lives it in Egypt. Jesus preaches it in the gospel. The
Spirit guides us into merciful lives with the power of forgiveness to reconcile what is
fractured and divided. Such merciful living is the baptismal blessing of having put on
Christ. It is the gift of the life-giving Spirit. It is a reflection of the glory of God revealed in the Christ.

Isaiah 6:1-8
Psalm 138
1 Corinthians 15:1-11
Luke 5:1-11
February 17

Jeremiah 17:5-10
Psalm 1
1 Corinthians 15:12-20
Luke 6:17-26
February 24
Genesis 45:3-11, 15
Psalm 37:1-11, 39-40
1 Cor. 15:35-38, 42-50
Luke 6:27-38

Music in Worship this February
February 3 — Atonement Praise Band returns after a 3-month hiatus, bringing a mix of new songs and old favorites for the season of
Epiphany. The adult and teen choirs join them at 11:00 AM.
th

February 10 — Celebrate the calling of the first disciples with 20
century favorites “Here I Am, Lord” and “You Have Come Down
to the Lakeshore.” The choir sings an African psalm at 11:00 AM.

February 17 — Atonement Choir sings at 8:30AM and the children’s choirs teach us a new setting of Psalm 1 at 11:00 AM.
February 24 — Atonement Ringers play bells at both services, as
we learn about forgiveness through Scripture and song. Atonement
Choir at 11:00 AM.
5

Sneak Preview for March 3!
On Transfiguration Sunday, our
worship will have a Mardi Gras
atmosphere as we welcome
guest musicians, “The Snack
Club,” to lead us in some jazzy
music, New Orleans style.
Look for more details soon!
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Update On Capital Campaign
Organ Re-leathering — The organ re-leathering has begun. The company we have contracted with has torn out what
needs to be fixed and replaced, and has taken it back to their warehouse to work on it there. They will be back next
month to replace the parts that were fixed.
Replacement of Lundin Air Conditioning Units — All Temp has said that they will be able to replace our air conditioners in Lundin Hall next month. We will let you know as soon as work begins.
Water Leakage — TBS, the company that we have contracted with for the water leakage remediation in the “new”
building, is still working on engineering drawings so that we can submit them to contractors for bids. We will also be
advised on a contractor to oversee the work, which will hopefully be starting in the spring.
Parking Lot/Parsonage — We have passed the 30 working day time period for the borough in order for those opposed to our building the parking lot to submit their disapproval. No one has come forward, so Spotts, Stevens and
McCoy will start work on plans to present to the Planning Commission. This includes landscaping, the parking lot
itself, the retention pond underneath it, and grading. The demolition company that will be recycling the parsonage
will start work on that later this spring, as soon as the borough’s process OKs our construction.
Parking Problems on Lynne and Belmont — Neighbors of the church were at the Zoning Board meeting to express
their displeasure with the on-street parking on Lynne and Belmont being taken up by recovery groups meeting on
Sunday night, as well as other evenings. Pastor Ryan and Sharon Calder met with the Borough Manager and the Wyomissing police chief on Tuesday, January 22, to discuss this problem and try to figure out a solution.

from the
Prayer Ministry Team
The most
important business
of life is love,
or perhaps
it’s the only one.

Haverford College
Student Spends a Week
at Atonement
Many thanks to everyone who
reached out to welcome Kierra
Smith, a junior music major at
Haverford College, Tom Yenser’s
alma mater. For five days Kierra
shadowed Tom, helped with children’s choirs, youth choir and
communion class, sang with the
adult choir, led music at Common
Ground, sat in on Kindermusik
classes, attended concerts, and
learned a little about what it’s like
to be a working professional musician. She even spent a day with
the Yensers at the Pennsylvania
Farm Show! We wish Kierra well
as she returns to Haverford to
continue her studies.

Stendhal

Many thanks to those of you who helped
to take down the Christmas decorations
this year. Here’s a photo of Dr. Lord
having some fun during the work of degreening the nave and narthex!
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The Men’s Group at
the Highlands will meet
on Monday, February
11, at 9:30 AM, in the
Personal Care Fire
Place room.

Volume 19, Issue 2

Atonement In Action

Sunday Attendance in January
First Sunday in January
Second Sunday in January
Third Sunday in January
Fourth Sunday in January
Total January attendance

2019 2018
237
284
280
347
202
290
445
304
1,164 1,225

February, 2019

January Financial Report
January Unrestricted Income
January Expenses

$148,875.05
$105,732.44

Year-to-date Unrestricted Income
Year-to-date Unrestricted Expenses

$148,875.05
$105,732.44

Capital Campaign Update:
$818,518.77 received, $370, 414.53 spent
Thank you so much, Atonement,
for your incredible generosity!

The Church Council’s next meeting
will be on Monday, February 11, at
7:00 PM. New members of Council
will gather at 6:00 PM with President
Bryan Wang for a brief orientation to
the Council’s ministry.

If you have any questions about your contributions,
please contact Amy Rogers at the church office.

From Sharon Calder,
Out-going Council President
The Congregation Council met on the evening of Monday,
January 14. We visited with Pastor John Richter, who was
representing the synod. He was checking up on how we are
doing with Pastor Ryan, since he has finished the first year
of his time with us. We also finished up a few housekeeping
items regarding our new Policy Governance manual and
looked at the year ahead.
This was my last meeting with Council as Council President.
I have served three years in that capacity, and six years total—under three different senior pastors! Below is the devotion that I shared with the other members at that meeting.

Sharon presiding over her final annual meeting as president.
Doesn’t she look happy?

“Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of many
things. Enter into the joy of your master!” (Matthew 25:21)
This parable of the talents in Matthew brings to mind what we have been doing in council all these years. God gives
people differing gifts—and it doesn’t matter how much of something they have, but how they use it. The joy that the
master alludes to is the messianic banquet that we will all one day partake in.

I have a gift of organization, but I have seen so many other gifts with my years on council: faithfulness, hope, forward thinking, open-mindedness, perseverance, understanding, love and forgiveness, to name just a few. I have
learned and come to understand so many more things than I have given in return.
The lesson of the parable is that the reward of work well done is “still more work to do.” We are given greater tasks
and greater responsibilities in the work of Christ. If we have a gift and exercise it, we are progressively able to do
more with it. And the only way to keep this gift is to use it in the service of Christ.
Lord, give us the ability to see what our gifts truly are and to use them in your service. Help us to stop complaining
that we are the only ones who are doing things here, and curb our frustrations with the realization that people are
people. We can’t answer for them, but we know what our job is here on this planet—to do your work to the best of
our ability, and to hope that one day we will hear you say, “Well done, good and faithful servant! Enter into the joy
of your Master!” (adapted from Barclay’s Gospel of Matthew study guide).
7
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Family Promise Host Week Feb. 10-17, 2019
Family Promise of Berks County is people of faith working together to provide homeless families and youth with
help for today and hope for the future. Their ‘home’ while in the program is a different church each week. During
the day Family Promise works with the families to find jobs, housing and whatever support they need to get back on
an even keel. Atonement is ‘home’ for families several times a year and will be ‘home’ starting on February 10. Volunteer more than once to get to know our guests better!
SIGN UP ONLINE at
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0e49a9a822a4f94-family13
Watch a 15-minute training video https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eYxru3Xq-gw
Find all these links on www.Atonementwyo.org
under Connect, click on Volunteer, then Family Promise
or PHONE Dorothy DeLong at 484-529-0878 to volunteer
JOB DESCRIPTIONS
Set up: On Sunday, Feb. 10, make beds, organize kitchen areas for guests.
Shopper: 6:30 PM, on Sunday, Feb. 10, meet with guests and make a list of breakfast and lunch foods they
need and then go buy it. You can be reimbursed for the expense.
Dinner Prep & Evening Host: 5:15 or 6:15 – 8:30 PM + prep time –TWO needed each night. Prepare a hot
meal at home or in the church kitchen. Serve & eat dinner with guests. Socialize and assist parents with children’s needs. Great job for a family! Teams OK! Note – guests come at 5:15 pm Sunday and Saturday,
6:15 PM on weekdays.
Overnight Host & Breakfast Prep: 8:30 PM – 7:00 AM (or earlier) –TWO needed each night. Spend time
with guests, sleep at church and be available in case of emergency. Set out & put away breakfast foods in the
morning. Note guests leave at 10:00 AM on Saturday morning (after Friday overnight) and at 8:00 AM on
Sunday morning (after Saturday overnight).
Pack Up – Feb. 17, at 7:30 AM. Take down beds, load them into truck. Takes about 30 minutes. Guests help.
Laundry – after host week. Wash a guest’s bedding. Pick up after Pack Up and return to church for future host
weeks. Need as many people as there are beds used.
Financial Contributions: If you cannot serve physically, you can still help! Financial contributions cover the
cost of breakfast food, lunch food for families to pack for work and school for the week, and sundries like
shampoo, diapers, toothpaste, etc. $50 sponsors a person for the week or any amount is appreciated to help
with the ongoing costs of breakfast, lunch and sundries. Write Family Promise in the memo line of your
check.
If you can’t help this time, we will be hosting again later this year and you can sign up any time!
June 2-9, 2019 https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0E49A9A822A4F94-family14
Sept 1-8, 2019 https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0E49A9A822A4F94-family15
Dec 8-15, 2019 https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0E49A9A822A4F94-family16

Pastoral Acts — January 2019

Thank you to everyone for the
thoughts and prayers concerning my
recent surgery. My recovery is going
very well. Once again I thank Atonement Lutheran Church and friends and
family for the cards, flowers, phone
calls, visits, emails etc. I so believe in
Power of Prayer and I’m grateful for
Atonement Lutheran Church.
Donna Danielski

Funeral for Mary Lee Davis,
January 5
Affirmation of Baptism for New Members,
January 13
Funeral for Hans Meinig, Jr.,
January 15
Presentation of Bibles to students,
January 20
First Communion for students,
January 27
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Atonement’s partnership with the
Redeemed Christian Church of God
During his sermon on the Epiphany of Our Lord, January 6, Pastor
Ryan shared with us a recent development in Atonement’s mission.
As many of you know, the Lutheran congregations of our West
Berks Mission District have been intentionally accompanying the
Johnson-Agiri family, who are refugees from Nigeria.
In a recent conversation about how things are going for our friends
these days, Pastor Ryan was made aware that the Johnson-Agiris’
small congregation, made up mostly of Nigerians, was experiencing
some challenges. As a result, the congregation was looking for a
new location for their ministry. Atonement member Gail Dawson
White connected Pastor Ryan to the pastor of the Redeemed Christian Church of God (RCCOG). Her name is Bolaji Owoloja.
After a series of conversations and meetings, and in consultation with our staff, Pastor Ryan has invited Pastor Bolaji’s congregation to utilize Lundin Hall for worship at 11:00 AM on Sunday mornings. There will be occasions
when Atonement’s programming will need Lundin Hall during that time, but our RCCOG siblings are aware of that.
Currently, there are about 25 members of this congregation that gather on a weekly basis. They will also gather for
Bible study at Atonement on Tuesday evenings and band practice on Saturday afternoons.
Please make every effort to welcome our brothers and sisters in Christ, beginning on Sunday, January 13. God has
given Atonement so much—it feels so right to share our blessings for the sake of the Kingdom!
And if you didn’t see it already, there was a nice article about our partnership with RCCOG in the Reading Eagle on
Saturday, January 26. Check it out!

2019 Annual Meeting Recap
Our congregation gathered for its Annual Meeting on Sunday, January 27, at 9:45 AM.
Following the approval of the minutes and agenda, the congregation considered the ratification our updated Constitution. The updated Constitution was unanimously approved at a special congregation meeting on December 30, 2018. The
ratification of the updated Constitution required a two-thirds supermajority of voting members present to succeed. The
motion to ratify passed unanimously. The updated Constitution returns Atonement to the denominational standard for
officers (president, vice president, treasurer, and secretary, serving one-year terms with the possibility of a second consecutive term); and reduces the size of Council from sixteen members to nine-to-twelve members.
The congregation then proceeded to Council elections. Dave Aurentz, chair of the Council’s Nominating Committee, explained the Committee’s deliberations and presented a slate of four candidates. No other nominations were
offered from the floor. The congregation proceeded to elect by unanimous consent Ann Bastian, Louise Fair, Debbie
Gentry, and Tim McGuirk to a three-year term on Council. All nominees are serving a first term.
Next on the congregation’s agenda was the financial report and proposed budget. Katie Sensenig, our congregation’s treasurer, presented the report on 2018. She also explained the Council’s recommended budget for 2019. Following a brief discussion, the congregation unanimously approved the 2019 budget.
The congregation then considered the Council’s proposal to vacate most of our existing bylaws. Vice President Bryan Wang explained the Council’s proposal. The change to bylaws required a two-thirds supermajority of voting
members present to succeed. The congregation voted unanimously to vacate the bylaws except for those related to
liability and indemnification.
Finally, the Council and congregation recognized President Sharon Calder for her work over the past three years.
Following the meeting, the Council met briefly to elect their officers. The Council elected Bryan Wang as president
(first term), Steve Fellman as vice president (first term), Katie Sensenig as treasurer (second term), and Sarah
Smith as secretary (second term). The 2019 Council will be installed during worship on February 3.
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From Our Health Advocate, Dr. Ken
ATONEMENT LUTHERAN CHURCH BLOOD DRIVE: Tuesday, February 5,
from 12 noon until 5:00 PM in Lundin Hall. Please sign up on the sign up sheet in the
narthex of the church or sign up online at www.giveapint.org. Go to Blood Drives and
search by zip 19610. Check “Mobile” and put start and end dates as 2/5/19. Then select
Atonement and click on the Schedule. You can sign up for any available slot. You
may also come as a walk-in, no one will be turned away. Please consider donating at
this very needy time. If you have questions call Ken Lord, M.D. at 610-375-3512 ext
104 or email at klord@atonementwyo.org.

GIFTS OF STOCK OR SECURITIES are always welcome donations. If you plan to
give stock or securities, please notify the office of the pending donation to Atonement’s
Schwab Account at Weik Investments (the office will provide account number, etc.), along
with the purpose for which you are donating it, the name of the stock, its value, where it is
coming from, and who the donor is.
Also, don’t forget that your offerings can now be given by using a credit card on our website, by texting to the number 610-624-8412, and by scanning the QR code to the left with
your smart phone.

Sunday Morning Servants —
Spring Quarter

During the month of February, you will have the opportunity to
sign up to serve as a Sunday Morning Servant for the months of
March, April, and May.
You will be able to sign up to serve in one of four positions. Lectors
read the first and second lessons during the Liturgy of the Word.
Communion ministers help the pastors to distribute wine and bread.
Assisting ministers lead the assembly in prayer. And greeters make
sure everyone feels the warm welcome of Christ as they arrive for
worship. Please prayerfully consider signing up to do one of these
four jobs at one service (either 8:30 or 11:00 AM) about once a
month for the spring quarter. The office directly schedules these
four positions.
If you would like to join an usher team, please contact Mick Bryan,
who is our lead usher and handles the scheduling of that important
ministry. If you would like to serve as an audio-visual tech, please
contact Bob Hoch, who trains and schedules our techs. The office
can put you in touch with both these gentlemen.
We also need new volunteers to join the rotation for the role of deacon. Deacons at Atonement help to prepare the building for worship. One of their most important jobs is preparing the coffee! We
have a great group of folks who have been discharging the duties of
the deacon for many years, but we could use a few more volunteers.
The sign-up sheet for the spring quarter of Sunday Morning Servants will be available in the narthex (lobby) on the
last Sunday of January. You do not need to be a member of the congregation to volunteer to serve. And you don’t
need to already know how to do the job. Training will be provided!
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