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Atonement in Action
Spring Schedule
(through Easter)

Holy Week and Easter at Atonement

Sunday Worship
8:30 & 11:00 AM

Sunday of the Passion/Palm Sunday ♦ April 14, 2019
Pastor Julie preaching ♦ Luke 23:1-49
Traditional Service at 8:30 AM
Sunday School “Psalm” Sunday at 11:00 AM

Sunday School
9:45 AM
Thursday Bible Study
April 4 & 11, 1:30 PM

The voice of the suffering savior, Jesus, can be heard in the prophet Isaiah’s words and the
pleading of the psalm. We are invited into the agony of our Lord in the extended reading of
the story of Jesus’ passion. In the second reading, we who have put on Christ in holy baptism are urged to let the mind of Christ be our own. Lent leads us to this holy moment.

Maundy Thursday ♦ April 18, 2019
Taizé Service at 7:30 PM
The traditional Maundy Thursday liturgy is reimagined as a contemplative, candlelit experience. Four central elements — Candlelighting, Footwashing, Communion, and Stripping the
Altar — are surrounded by moments of silence and music from the Taizé community.

Good Friday ♦ April 19, 2019
Good Friday liturgy at 12:15 PM
Tenebrae “Service of Shadows” at 7:30 PM
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At the heart of the Good Friday liturgy is the passion according to John, which proclaims
Jesus as a triumphant king who reigns from the cross. The ancient title for this day—the
triumph of the cross—reminds us that the church gathers not to mourn this day but to celebrate Christ’s life-giving passion and to find strength and hope in the tree of life. In the ancient bidding prayer we offer petitions for all the world for whom Christ died.

Holy Saturday ♦ April 20, 2019
Common Ground Easter Service at 7:30 PM, in Lundin Hall
Ecumenical Easter Vigil at 8:00 PM, at St. Albran’s Episcopal
This is the night! This is our Passover with Christ from darkness to light, from bondage to
freedom, from death to life. Tonight is the heart of our celebration of the Three Days and the
pinnacle of the church’s year. The resurrection of Christ is proclaimed in word and sign,
and we gather around a pillar of fire, hear ancient stories of our faith, welcome new sisters
and brothers at the font, and share the food and drink of the promised land. Raised with
Christ, we go forth into the world, aflame with the good news of the resurrection.

the Resurrection of Our Lord/Easter Sunday ♦ April 21, 2019
Pastor Ryan preaching ♦ Luke 24:1-12
Holy Communion at 8:30 and 11:00 AM
featuring Basic’ly Brass and the singing of the Hallelujah Chorus
“This is the day that the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.” God has indeed
raised from the dead the one who was put to death “by hanging him on a tree.” Alleluia!
God allows Jesus to appear “to us who were chosen by God as witnesses” in holy baptism
and invites us to eat and drink at the table of the risen Christ. Alleluia!
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New Summer Worship Schedule begins
on Sunday, April 28:
8:30 and 10:00 AM
The big experiment of the 2018-2019 School Year at Atonement was the relaunch of our
Sunday School. Rather than trying to pull off 30-some almost consecutive weeks of classes, we decided to give the new Sunday School the best chance at success by dividing the
Sunday School Year into shorter, discrete units with breaks in between. Following a successful Rally Sunday with Marian and Friends, we began the School Year with our 10week Fall Sunday School unit, God’s Family Tree. That unit culminated in the blessing of
the children’s evangelism rocks on the Sunday before Thanksgiving. Following Thanksgiving Break, we launched our Advent Sunday School unit with the multi-generational Advent Event on the first Sunday of
Advent. This unit culminated on the Sunday before Christmas in our congregation’s first Christmas Pageant in many
years. Following Christmas Break, our Sunday School’s Jan Term focused on Faith Milestones (first Bibles for students
in third grade and first Communion for students in second grade). This unit culminated in our first Communion celebration on the last Sunday of January. Now we are in the midst of our 10-week Spring Sunday School Unit, There’s a Psalm
for that! This unit will culminate in our Palm/Psalm Sunday Service for the Sunday School children, their families, and
our whole congregation on April 14. The staff designed this Sunday School Year to come to a conclusion on Palm Sunday
because Sunday School attendance is notoriously low and inconsistent following Easter.
As our staff continue to review this year’s experiment in Sunday School, we feel there is an awful lot to celebrate! Attendance has been steady, volunteers have been faithful, and word is getting out that Sunday School is back at Atonement. So
much of this success has to do with the leadership of our Sunday School Director, Melissa Hazlett. When you see
Melissa around church, please take the time to thank her for her ministry among us!
Because Sunday School is coming to a conclusion, we will be transitioning to the new version of our summer worship
schedule a little early this year. Beginning on Sunday, April 28 (the Sunday after Easter and Preschool Sunday), our
services will be at 8:30 and 10:00 AM. A unit of Children’s Chapel, The Great Bath, will be offered during the 10:00
AM service on the first three Sundays of May (see the poster on the next page). Children will begin the service with their
families. Before the readings begin, the children will make their way with Melissa and her assistants to the privacy room
at the back of the sanctuary. They will spend their time learning about the sacrament of Baptism, while the adults listen
and respond to God’s Word. The kids will return to the sanctuary for offering and Holy Communion.
The staff is hopeful that this new version of the summer schedule will create an opportunity for fellowship between members of our congregation who attend different services. A special opportunity for fellowship will come on Sunday, May
19, when Bob Eisenbrown and his merry kitchen elves will treat us to a congregational breakfast in Lundin Hall from
9:00 to 10:30 AM.
Thank you for your support of the Sunday School this year! And please help us to spread the word about the early start to
our new Summer Schedule!

Ecumenical Easter Vigil, Saturday, April 20, at 8:00 PM
St. Alban’s Episcopal in Sinking Spring
On Saturday April 20, St. Alban’s Episcopal Church and our West Berks Mission District will be celebrating a combined service of the Great Vigil of Easter.
The Vigil will begin at 8:00 PM, at St. Alban's Episcopal Church, 2848 St. Alban's Drive, Sinking Spring, PA, 19608. Plenty of parking is available in the lot,
and the whole building is easily accessible to our people with wheelchairs,
walkers, etc. The service will last about an hour and a half and will feature readings, chanted psalms, anthems from a combined choir, congregational hymns, a
sermon, and Holy Eucharist. The entire community is invited to worship, and
the folks of St. Alban’s are especially thrilled to be accompanied by clergy and
other leaders from local Lutheran and Episcopal congregations. Please call the
West Berks Mission District if you are interested in joining the choir at 610-375
-8303. There will be a single practice earlier on the day of the worship service.
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from the Prayer
Ministry Team
Jesus Is…
One day I mentioned to a friend
that I was only a nominal Christian because I could not feel the
presence of Jesus. He smiled gently at my honesty. I told him
that God and the Holy Spirit
were very present to me, but
that I could not feel the presence
of Jesus.
Then one day the word “Jesus”
came to mind followed by the
word “forgiveness.” Hmmm...
“Jesus is forgiveness.” However,
I felt that there was more to it
than that.
Days later came the phrase
“Jesus is love,” then finally the
insight “Jesus is unconditional
love.” Then I began to feel the
presence of Jesus.

Paula Desjardins

Scholarship Opportunities 2019
Atonement youth graduating from high school in 2019 may be eligible for the following awards. For more information on these scholarship opportunities, youth should check their email, contact the church office, or visit the
Atonement web page at http://atonementwyo.org/resources/awards.

Jeanne M. Chaney Memorial Book Award

Applications are being accepted through April 15, 2019, for the Jeanne M. Chaney Memorial Book Award, established by the Chaney family to recognize Atonement’s high school graduates who best exemplify the qualities of
scholarship, leadership, faith, integrity, service, citizenship, and fitness—qualities possessed by Jeanne as she strived
to make a difference in her community and at Atonement. The award is given annually to the graduating senior entering higher education who best exemplifies the above qualities and is most likely to make a difference in our community. The Jeanne M. Chaney Memorial Book Award recipient receives $1,000 toward the first year’s purchases of
textbooks and/or computer. The award recipient will be announced in May.

Martin Luther Service Award

Applications are being accepted through April 15, 2019, for the Martin Luther Service Award. This award is given annually to the graduating senior entering higher education who has served in and through Atonement Lutheran
Church, testifying to his/her Christian faith. The Martin Luther Service Award recipient receives $1,000 to be used
for tuition, books, computers or other required materials needed for college courses. The award is sponsored by an
Atonement member, and the recipient will be announced in May.
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Sunday School Update
We are almost at the conclusion of our Sunday School unit, There’s A Psalm For
That! Time has been flying, and we look forward to sharing our Psalm projects with
all of Atonement on April 14, for Palm/Psalm Sunday! The oldest children in grades 2
through 6 have been working with group leaders on Psalm projects like liturgical
dance, art, quilting and crafting, music and building/construction. The younger Preschool class and Kindergarten/First grade classes have been working on their projects,
too, that also include song, art and building, but within their own classrooms. These
projects will be on display and a part of our 11:00 AM worship service on April 14. A
heartfelt and special thanks to our group leaders: Sarah Smith, Gary Mishler, Stephen
Fellman (and crew), Anndria Ciabattoni, Kathryn Fellman and Sally Youngcourt (and
all of the quilting group). We hope you enjoy our special Psalm projects!
When we conclude our Psalm unit on April 14. This, too, will conclude our Sunday School hourly programming for
the school year. However, we have three Children’s Chapel sessions scheduled for three Sundays in May. Our
topic of learning will be Baptism, and we welcome children ages 3 through 6 th grade to join us. Please see the flyer
included on page 3 for the dates and time.
As we set our sights towards the conclusion of the school year and Sunday School year alike, there’s only one thing
to think about: Vacation Bible School! A reminder to mark your calendars for the week of June 17-21, and Sunday,
June 23 at 10:00 AM worship for our annual event. Flyers and registrations links/forms will be out soon. However,
we need to get our volunteers on board now! If you would like to generously share your time, talents, and love
with our VBS kiddos, please let Melissa Hazlett know at mhazlett@atonementwyo.org that you are on board.
We’d love to have you join in the fun!
Lastly, we kicked off our re-start of the Sunday School learning back in September with a little under 80 kiddos registered, and average weekly attendance at around 47 children. Our number of registered participants has grown to
over 90 kiddos during this spring unit, and our average weekly attendance thus far has been 53. This re-start and
growth could not have happened without the dedication and support of our Atonement family—especially the faithful guidance of our Sunday School teachers. Please help us give thanks to our fantastic teachers this Sunday School
year: Heather Bratton, Dan Bratton, Michelle Reis, Joe Alcaro, Marina Biltcliff, Isabel Marshall, Lydia Botterbusch,
Rachel Shirk, Emily Weidner, Laura Youngcourt, Gail Dawson-White, Riley Dauber, Elise Wang, Debbie Gentry,
Pamela Wetzel, Kerry Lord, Lauren Oswald, Brooke Herb, Debbie Hottenstein, Vanessa Levering, Elizabeth Harenza, Callum Hazlett, Meghan Neiswender, Todd Hazlett, and Emily Shirk. Thank you all so much!

Sunday School students learning and working on their projects for Palm/Psalm Sunday.
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Youth Ministry
Confirmation!
Reminders/updates:
Bible Study — The first Sunday of April is our last Sunday of
Bible Study! Join us 9:45-10:45 AM to hear the rest of the
Passion story.
Evening Gathering — This month we will have NO evening
gathering since the third Sunday falls on Easter! Instead
this month we’ll have…
Service Learning Event — On Sunday, April 28, 4:30-6:00
PM, meet at church to learn about poverty in other nations
and what Lutheran World Relief does to help. You will be
learning through a simulation where YOU get to make the
decisions about where resources go.
Worship — Don’t forget to fill out your sermon notes!
May Play Day at Bear Creek Camp — Join us on May 5, for an
afternoon of play at our Lutheran camp—high ropes, rock
climbing, camp games and songs, dinner, and general camp
awesomeness!

High School Small Group (9th-12th graders):
**NOTE DATE, TIME, PLACE CHANGE: Saturday, April 27, 7:00-8:00 PM, at Sweet Ride Ice Cream in West
Reading!
This past month we talked about technology (mostly phone) usage, and the positive and negative impacts of it, and
discussed what spiritual use of tech might be.
April is special because our normal meeting date falls on Easter — so instead…we’ll be meeting at Sweet Ride for
Ice Cream and conversation on Saturday, April 27, at 7:00 PM.
And, plan to join us for the May Play Day at Bear Creek Camp on Sunday, May 5, 2:00-7:00 PM (leaving church a
little after noon and arriving back at 9:00 PM). RSVP to Pastor Julie by April 20.
6
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League of Lutherans (L.O.L.)
Junior Youth Group for grades 4 to 6
Our game night in February was a blast! Nine young people and Pastor Julie started with a group game involving
Skittles and then moved on to individual board games participants brought from home before heading to the gym to
run off some energy!
For March we met at Reading Rocks to do some rock climbing!
Save the Date for our next event: Sunday, May 5, May
Play Day at Bear Creek Camp! It’s advertised from 2:007:00 PM. Join us for high ropes, rock climbing, camp
games, hiking, songs, dinner, and general camp awesomeness! We’ll leave church together shortly after noon, then
arrive back at church by 9:00 PM at the latest, though we
can decide together if we need to come back sooner. Or
families can do this together and come and go as you like!
Pastor Julie does need an RSVP by April 20. Cost is $4 for
12 year olds and younger, $8 for teens and adults! This
event is open to all youth grades 4 and up, and families
may bring younger children if you’d like to come together
as a family! Pastor Julie will be directly in touch with LOL
families to see how we make this event work.

Three things to know about Bear Creek Camp (BCC)
1. Bear Creek Camp Day is May 5! We’ll have a representative of the camp here to tell you all about it during
our regular worship services, and who will be available for questions between and after services.
2. Attention youth and/or families! The May Play Day at BCC sponsored by our Synod is also on May 5. The
event is from 2:00-7:00 PM, but families may come and go as
they need. Youth can come with the LOL or youth groups!
You can expect high ropes, rock climbing wall, hiking, songs,
camp games, dinner, and general camp awesomeness! $4 for
12 and younger, $8 for teens and adults. And yes, admission
includes dinner!
3. You can sign up for summer overnight camp! There are
camps all summer long for 2nd grade and up. Try Camp experiences for grades 1 and 2, and even a week of Family Camp!
See the church bulletin board or bearcreekcamp.org for information and registration. This year’s theme is Step by Step!
The last All About Families newsletter had an article about the
benefits young people receive from attending overnight camps.
Don’t miss the opportunity to enrich your children’s lives with
spiritual growth and love of nature! Funds are available to assist
with registration cost. See our application found on Atonement’s
website under Connect—Education—Children’s Faith Enrichment. Applications are due by May 1!
7
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Preschool News
March came in like a lion with snow and our Family Winter Ball. The HSA hosted
about 180 people in Lundin Hall for dinner, dancing and family fun! We raised $4,200
through ticket sales, the silent auction, and raffles for our playground fund. Altogether
we have raised $10,500 of our $12,000 goal. We look forward to installing our new playground equipment this summer and making the Ball an annual event.
March went out like a lamb and we begin April looking for signs of spring and celebrating Easter with our annual egg hunts. After Spring Break, we get ready for Preschool
Sunday on April 28, at the late service. We look forward to sharing our chapel songs
with our families and the congregation. Also, we will have artwork on display in Lundin Hall for our Preschool Art
Show. Join us in celebrating our preschool!
Registration for 2019-20 is going well! We have availability in several classes: Together Time, Toddlers, Tues/
Thurs 3s, AM Naturalist and PM Explorer enrichment classes for 4 & 5-year-olds. If you or someone you know has
a preschooler, have them contact Mrs. Dauber (610-375-8049 or jdauber@atonementwyo.org) to schedule a tour.
Summer Camps return to Atonement Christian Preschool starting in June. Superhero Adventure for preschoolers 3-5 years old is June 3-7. Explorer Camp is June 24-28, Naturalist Camp is July 15-19, and Art Tales Camp is
July 29-August 2. These three camps are for children who attended 3s, 4s, PreK, or kindergarten in the 2018-19
school year. Kindergarten Kickstart Camp is August 12-16 for children going to kindergarten in the fall of 2019 and
Preschool Storytime Camp is also August 12-16 for children 3-5 years old and potty trained. Snapology Summer
Camps will also be held at Atonement this summer. You can find more camp information online by clicking the
Summer Programs tab on the Preschool webpage. We hope you will join us for summer fun!

Preschool Sunday and Art Show
Sunday, April 28, at the 10:00 AM service
Artwork will be on display in Lundin Hall
Refreshments in Lundin Hall following the service
8
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Sunday worship this April
the fifth Sunday in Lent ♦ April 7, 2019
Pastor Ryan preaching ♦ John 12:1-8
The Lord our God makes all things new. In the first reading God promises it. In the
gospel Mary anticipates it, anointing Jesus’ feet with costly perfume in preparation
for the day of his burial. In the second reading we recall the transformation of Saul,
the persecutor, into Paul, the apostle. In baptism, God’s new person (you!) rises daily from the deadly mire of trespasses and sins.

Sunday of the Passion/Palm Sunday ♦ April 14, 2019
Pastor Julie preaching ♦ Luke 23:1-49
Sunday School Psalm Sunday at 11:00 AM
The voice of the suffering savior, Jesus, can be heard in the prophet Isaiah’s words
and the pleading of the psalm. We are invited into the agony of our Lord in the extended reading of the story of Jesus’ passion. In the second reading, we who have put
on Christ in holy baptism are urged to let the mind of Christ be our own. Lent leads
us to this holy moment. Embrace it.

the Resurrection of Our Lord/Easter Sunday ♦ April 21, 2019
Pastor Ryan preaching ♦ Luke 24:1-12
“This is the day that the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.” God has
indeed raised from the dead the one who was put to death “by hanging him on a
tree.” Alleluia! God allows Jesus to appear “to us who were chosen by God as witnesses” in holy baptism and invites us to eat and drink at the table of the risen
Christ. Alleluia!

the second Sunday of Easter ♦ April 28, 2019
Pastor Ryan preaching ♦ John 20:19-31
Preschool Sunday at 10:00 AM
In spite of all we have heard and all that we have seen, it is often hard to believe.
Because it is hard to believe, we will invest ourselves in the Easter mystery for fifty
days (a week of weeks). Because it is hard to believe, John the evangelist will provide
sign after sign celebrating Jesus’ victory over death. Because it is hard to believe,
the Lord Jesus will return to us again and again in the mystery of the holy communion, inviting us to touch and taste his presence, and offering us his peace.

Complete readings
for the Sundays of
April
April 7
Isaiah 43:16-21
Psalm 126
Philippians 3:4b-14
John 12:1-8
April 14
Luke 19:28-40
Isaiah 50:4-9a
Psalm 31:9-16
Philippians 2:5-11
Luke 23:1-49

April 21
Acts 10:34-43
Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24
1 Corinthians 15:19-26
Luke 24:1-12
April 28
Acts 5:27-32
Psalm 118:14-29
Revelation 1:4-8
John 20:19-31

Holden Evening Prayer

Lenten Suppers

Our midweek Lenten worship continues on Wednesdays, April 3 and
10, at 7:30 PM in the nave. We
sing Holden Evening Prayer together, led by a cantor or Atonement
Youth Singers, with candle lighting,
flute, and liturgical dance. This 25minute service is appropriate for all
ages. Come and join us!

Our sister congregation,
Common Ground, has extended a warm welcome to
our Atonement congregation to join them for their
Lenten suppers of soup and
bread on Wednesday evenings at 6:15 PM, in Lundin
Hall. All are welcome!

9

Volume 19, Issue 4

Atonement In Action

April, 2019

The Snack Club had us singing, clapping and jiving as we celebrated a Dixieland jazz Transfiguration Sunday on
March 3. The adult choir wore Mardi Gras beads, and even the children got in on the action! Many thanks to the
Mary Lee Davis memorial fund for underwriting the music for this joyful worship experience.

The Arts At Atonement
Reading Choral Society and Vox Philia
present
Americans Alive!
A Concert of Music by Living American Composers
Sunday, April 7, 4:00 PM
Atonement Lutheran Church
Under the direction of Dr. Graham Bier, RCS Music Director and Dr. David McConnell, Vox Phila Artistic Director,
the two choirs team up to present a concert that is very much “here and now”: exclusively music by living American
composers, including Gwyneth Walker, Eric Whitaker and Morten Lauridsen. Don’t miss a vibrant afternoon with
these two local choirs as they give voice to the music of our generation.
Tickets: $15 in advance; $20 at the door; students $10.
www.readingchoral.org
610-898-1939

Wheatland Chorale presents
THE UNKNOWN REGION featuring John Rutter's Requiem!
Sunday, April 28, 4:00 PM, at Atonement Lutheran Church

The Wheatland Chorale is known throughout the region for its gorgeous, shimmering sound and exquisite musicality. Under the direction of Artistic Director Eric R. Riley, our Spring concert series will include John Rutter's beloved
Requiem, as well as J. S. Bach's great motet, Jesu, Meine Freude and William Schuman's Carols of Death. For tickets and more information, visit WheatlandChorale.org.
Many thanks to the Girl Scouts who attended and helped to lead worship on Girl Scout
Sunday, March 10, at 11:00 AM. 17 Girl
Scouts and 7 Girl Scout Leaders from 12
local troops and 4 regions served as ushers,
read the lessons, led our prayers, and
served Communion. They were even kind
enough to treat the congregation to a Girl
Scout Cookie reception in the narthex afterwards! Thank you, Girl Scouts of Berks!
10
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From Our Health Advocate, Dr. Ken
AEDs and
First-Aid/First-Responder Group
AED Sponsorship
There are two AEDs for emergencies at Atonement. One is located in the nave, the second is in Lundin Hall. It is a blessing to have this emergency equipment; however, these
AEDs require significant maintenance. The pads have an expiration date of two years
and the batteries expire every four years. There are no funds budgeted for these costs.
I am requesting sponsors for the AEDs. A sponsorship for each AED costs $300 for four years. As a sponsor your
donation will maintain one AED for 4 years. A tag identifying the name(s) of the sponsors will be attached to the
AED equipment.
Please consider sponsoring an AED.

First-Aid/First-Responder
Please consider volunteering for the First-Aid/First-Responder ministry group. A member of this group will be
scheduled to serve as the “First Responder” for any medical emergencies at each worship service. This First Responder will know where the AED and first aid kits are located and be familiar with protocols to call 911 and administer BASIC first aid. This person is NOT expected to evaluate or treat medical conditions. An orientation class will
be held prior to starting this program. Currently there are 14 individuals who have volunteered. If you have any medical or first aid training or if you would like to be trained, please consider joining this important group.
Please contact me at klord@atonementwyo.org or call me at 610-375-3512 ext. 104 if you would be willing to sponsor an AED or volunteer for the First-Aid/First-Responder group.
Thank you.

Caregiver Self-Care Small Group
Next Meeting: April 17, at 6:15 PM

There will be no Thursday Afternoon Bible
Study on April 18 or April 25.

We continue to meet on the 3rd Wednesday of
the month. If you are interested in support as a
caregiver, we are open to having you join us.
Most of our time together is determined by who
attends and what is going on in our lives. We also
are practicing meditation techniques to add into
our self care routines. If you have any questions,
please contact Cathy Durand at 610-716-1132.

Pastoral Acts
March, 2019
Holy Baptism for Lillie Crone
March 3
Ashes to Go for the community
March 6

There will be no Monthly Evening
Bible Study on Thursday, April 25.
The Men’s Group at the Highlands will
meet on Monday, April 8, at 9:30 AM,
in the Personal Care Fire Place room.

Funeral for Polly Lehman
March 14
Commissioning of Stephen Ministers
March 24
Holy Baptism for Dami, Precious, and Lase Johnson-Agiri,
March 31
11
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Sunday Attendance in March
First Sunday in March
Second Sunday in March
Third Sunday in March
Fourth Sunday in March
Fifth Sunday in March
Total March attendance

April, 2019

Wednesday Attendance in Lent

2019 2018
320
305
251
242
338
412*
272
405*
273
738*
1,454 2,102

Ash Wednesday
Second Wednesday in Lent
Third Wednesday in Lent
Fourth Wednesday in Lent
Total March attendance

2019
141
72
61
68
342

2018
139
49
60
N/A
248

* In 2018, these Sundays were First Communion, Palm Sunday, and
Easter Sunday.

February Financial Report

Capital Campaign Update:
as of February 28, 2019

$865,664 received, $420,232 spent
Thank you so much, Atonement,
for your incredible generosity!
If you have any questions about your contributions,
please contact Amy Rogers at the church office.

February Unrestricted Income
February Expenses

$110,853
$103,885

Year-to-date Unrestricted Income
Year-to-date Unrestricted Expenses

$261,554
$209,941

From Council President,
Bryan Wang
Council has welcomed Ann Bastian, Louise Fair, Debbie Gentry, and Tim McGuirk.
With continuing members Tom Endy, Steve Fellman, Bob Hoch, Ed Kern, Katie Sensenig, Heidi Silverman, Sarah Smith, and myself, we are twelve—a full roster under the new
constitutional provision—with Pastor Hersch to help guide us.
In February, we began formally monitoring our Council policies. We started with the
Ends policy regarding growth and increased participation in the church. (Find a copy of
our complete policies on the Business page of our church website.) As we affirmed compliance, we indulged in a bit
of celebration for Atonement’s solid progress in worship attendance and participation in activities during the
“Sunday School” hour. We also formally approved all new membership applications made during Pastor Hersch’s
tenure and discussed other housekeeping items.
To open our March meeting, Tom Endy led our devotions and talked about congregational vitality and “communities
of Jesus where there are life-changing relationships with God, one another, and the world.” Reflecting and dreaming
on this vision of Christ-centered vitality, our group engaged in a discussion about Reclaiming the “L” Word: Renewing the Church from Its Lutheran Core. This slim but weighty book by Kelly A. Fryer tells the story of a congregation’s discernment of five guiding principles—simple, powerful statements of faith that helped define the
church and provide a theological grounding for its decision-making—and how that process and those principles ignited a reformation in that church.
We recognize that Atonement has a vision and a sense of itself; however, we believe that a process of reclaiming,
refining, and restating—in clear language that we all own—Atonement’s Lutheran identity and mission could prove
an important experience for our congregation. Therefore, in the coming months, Council plans to continue our exploration of the book, its principles, and the process by which Atonement might discern and apply guiding principles
for ourselves. Fryer says that nothing that matters much will happen until we define who we are and what God
wants to do in us and through us. We hope this journey will help nurture a living and vital faith in our church.

The Church Council’s next meeting will be on Monday, April 8, at 7:00 PM.
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Easter Plants and
World Hunger Donations
Donors are needed for the plants which will decorate the church on Easter. Plants
this year will be daffodils, tulips, and lilies. We are requesting $8.00 per plant,
but any amount is welcome. If you wish to order one or more plants, please return
the below form to the church office by April 10. Plants will be delivered to shutins following the Easter services.
I wish to provide ____ plant(s) for Easter
__ in loving memory of __________________________________________________________________
__ in thanksgiving for __________________________________________________________________
Name _______________________________________
As an alternative to (or in addition to) donating a plant, you are invited to make a donation to the World Hunger Appeal. Donations will be listed in the Easter bulletin, and may be made in memory of or in thanksgiving for a loved
one. Please return the form below by April 10 with your donation.
I wish to make a donation of _______ to the World Hunger Appeal.
__ in loving memory of __________________________________________________________________
__ in thanksgiving for __________________________________________________________________
Name _____________________________________

Make checks payable to Atonement, text payment to 610-624-8412, or scan the QR code (below).
Volunteers are needed to deliver the plants to our shut-ins after Easter. We will put tags with the recipient’s
information in the narthex and anyone interested may take a tag and a plant and deliver it.

Thanks to Common Ground volunteers for
refinishing the floor in Lundin Hall!
We at Atonement would like to thank the folks from Common
Ground who volunteered over 100 hours to cleaning and re-finishing
the entire floor in Lundin Hall. This took a LOT of work, and we really appreciate it. It looks wonderful! Thank you Willie M., April M.,
Billy M., John, Mike, Joe H., Bob M., and Kyle. We have been blessed
by your contribution to Atonement and Common Ground! The floors
are so shiny that they reflect the hanging lights again!
13

GIFTS OF STOCK OR SECURITIES are always welcome donations. If
you plan to give stock or securities,
please notify the office of the pending
donation to Atonement’s Schwab Account at Weik Investments (the office
will provide account number, etc.),
along with the purpose for which you
are donating it, the name of the stock,
its value, where it is coming from, and
who the donor is.
Also, don’t forget that your offerings
can now be given by using a credit
card on our website,
by texting to the
number
610-6248412, and by scanning the QR code to
the right with your
smart phone.
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Flower Boxes of Love
The flower boxes are working! We have installed 200 flower boxes around
the Goggleworks and Hope Lutheran Church. The flower boxes are simply
a door opener for building relationships while also serving as an inspiration
for residents and passersby. In December, we had conversations and hugs!
It finally feels like we are getting to know people in the neighborhoods.
Save the date: Saturday, May 11, to help plant, install and converse! Skills needed: ability to smile and willingness
to get your hands dirty! We will meet in the church parking lot at 9:30 AM to carpool. We hope to be done by noon.
Sign up in the narthex or on the Atonement website link to Sign Up Genius https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/20f0e49a9a822a4f94-flower5 .
If you are a Thrivent member, you can apply for a $250 Action Team Grant that can be used to buy plants and refreshments. Contact Dorothy DeLong if you are willing to do this, at 484-529-0878 or email
pbjdelong@comcast.net.

14

Volume 19, Issue 4

Atonement In Action

15

April, 2019

