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 Congratulations to the Toms! 
 
Atonement’s staff celebrated Tom Yenser and Tom 
Gresh at a special luncheon on May 7. As of April, Mr. 
Yenser has served for 20 years and Mr. Gresh for 21!  
Congratulations, Tom and Tom! We appreciate all that 
you both do for the life of this congregation! 

Congregational Breakfast 
 
Over 100 Atonement members and friends gathered for 
breakfast in Lundin Hall, Sunday, May 19, to celebrate 
a successful program year for our congregation. Many 
thanks to Bob Eisenbrown and his crew for making this 
time of wonderful fellowship possible. Nice shirts! 

May ministry highlights 

Bear Creek Camp Sunday 
 
Sunday, May 5, was Bear Creek Camp Sunday at 
Atonement! Alicia, a member of the camp’s staff, 
spoke to us about the camp’s ministry during our wor-
ship services. Her talk generated a lot of interest in 
camp among our youth! In the afternoon, Pastor Julie 
and young people from our Confirmation and League 
of Lutherans groups went up to the camp for a play 
day. In the picture above, 4/5 of the Garipoli family are 
enjoying some time on the lake! Thanks to everyone 
who came out for the fun! 

Flower Boxes of Love 
 
On the morning of Saturday, May 11, members and 
friends of Atonement came out to plant flowers with 
friends from the neighborhoods around Hope Lutheran 
Church and the Goggleworks. The weather was awe-
some, and it was so good to catch up with friends! 
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Sunday School Update 
 
This May we held our Children’s Chapel series The Great Bath, which was all about 
baptism. An average of 30 kids aged 3 years old through 6th grade attended these 20 
minutes lessons during the 10:00 AM service. We learned about the meaning of bap-
tism, Jesus’ baptism, the important parts to a baptism, and finally what happens after 
you are baptized. Thanks to Heather and Dan Bratton and to Taryn Yourkavitch and 
Vivian Rogers for their help with our youngest Atonement friends! 
 
We welcome all our friends to attend our VBS, Oh The Places We’ll Go With Paul 
the Apostle, to be held from June 17 through June 21, from 9:00-11:30 AM. Registra-
tion is available on our website or by completing a registration form found at the end of 
this newsletter. We will travel by plane, by train, by ship, by hot air balloon and by automobile to learn about Paul 
and his teachings about Jesus. Then on Sunday, June 23, VBS campers and their families are welcome to join us at 
the 10:00 AM worship to celebrate our week! Please help us spread the news about VBS! 

 

Confirmation 
 
Confirmation spent this month’s gathering at 
the Phils ball park (see the pic above)! We will mostly 
be taking a break from formal programming for the 
summer other than our rescheduled service learn-
ing event: The Game of Lasting Promise, Sunday, June 
23, 4:30-6:00 PM. It is expected that you’ll continue to 
come to worship and fill out sermon notes during the 
summer!   

High School Small Group  
(9th-12th graders): 

 

We are done as far as formal meetings go this year —
though we may do some youth activities during the 
summer! Stay tuned for invitations by text or email!       

League of Lutherans (L.O.L.) 
Junior Youth Group for grades 4 to 6  

 

Save the date for a pool party at the Lords’ house on 
Sunday, July 7, 4:30-6:00 PM! 

West Berks Mission District invites you to attend 
our Bear Creek Day Camp! Come meet new friends, 

sing camp songs, have lots of fun! 
 

Monday - Friday,   June 24 - 28,  
from 9:00 AM – 3:00 PM 

at Allegheny Lutheran Church,  
1327 Alleghenyville Road, Mohnton 19540 

 

Camp is for all children who have completed grades  
K – 6. Cost is just $35 per week! Scholarships are available. 
Check westberksmissiondistrict.org for registration materials 

or call 610-375-8303. 

Believe it or not, it is still not too late to sign up for 
summer overnight camp! There are camps all summer 
long for 2nd grade and up, Try Camp experiences for 
1st-2nd grade, and even a week of Family Camp! See the 
church bulletin board or bearcreekcamp.org for infor-
mation and registration. 

http://www.westberksmissiondistrict.org
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Preschool 
News 

 
The last five weeks of pre-
school were busy but filled 
with much celebration!   
 
April 28 was Preschool 
Sunday. The church was 
filled with many preschool 
families. The children sang 

several chapel songs, two preschoolers helped Pastor 
Ryan with his sermon on Doubting Thomas and the 
“noisy offering” was just that—noisy! Our families 
enjoyed the art show and refreshments in Lundin Hall 
following the service.   
 
We participated in our annual Trike-a-Thon for St. 
Jude’s Children’s Research Hopital and raised over 
$500 in donations. Our moms were treated like queens 
at our Mother’s Day Tea parties. The fence was in-
stalled along the front lawn and repairs were made to 
our playground fence.   
 
Preschool Graduation was held on May 18. Forty-six 
children were celebrated as they head off to kindergar-
ten in the fall. Thank you to Women of Atonement 
for their generous donation of Children’s Bibles for 
each of our graduates.   
 
Our school year concluded with family picnics at Hap-
py Hollow and our staff appreciation brunch. We are 
looking forward to our summer camps and the installa-
tion of our new playground equipment this summer. 

 

Preschool children sharing their favorite chapel songs 

Our beautiful new fence helps keep our preschool children safe  
while playing on the front lawn 

Art show and refreshments 

Preschool Raffle Winners 

Crayola Experience Basket—Ashley Wise 

Sherry’s Salon Gift Basket—Nikki Kraybill 

Russo’s Gift Basket—Amy Anders 

Touchstone Crystal Bracelet—Mrs. Nied 

Doll with handmade clothes—Trumbauer 

MVP Patrick Mahomes Football —Janine Busack 

Believe It autographed by Nick Foles—Ann Bastian 

Photo autographed by Nick Foles—Ashley Wise 
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from the Prayer  
Ministry Team 

 

I feel the capacity to 
care is the thing 

which gives life its 
deepest significance. 

 

—  Pablo Casals  

Family Promise Host Week June 2-9, 2019 
 

Family Promise of Berks County is people of faith working together to provide homeless families and youth with 
help for today and hope for the future. Their ‘home’ while in the program is a different church each week. During 
the day Family Promise works with the families to find jobs, housing and whatever support they need to get back on 
an even keel. Atonement is ‘home’ for families several times a year and will be ‘home’ again starting on June 2. 
Volunteer more than once to get to know our guests better! 
 
SIGN UP TO VOLUNTEER ONLINE at https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0e49a9a822a4f94-family14 

 
 Watch a 15 minute training video https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eYxru3Xq-gw  

Find all these links on www.Atonementwyo.org 
under Connect, click on Volunteer, then Family Promise 
or PHONE Dorothy DeLong at 484-529-0878 to volunteer 

 
JOB DESCRIPTIONS 

Set up: Sunday, June 2. Make beds, organize kitchen areas for guests. 
 

Shopper: 6:30 PM on Sunday, June 2. Meet with guests and make a list of breakfast and lunch foods they need 
and then go buy it. You can be reimbursed for the expense. 

 

Dinner Prep & Evening Host: 5:15 or 6:15 – 8:30 PM + prep time (TWO needed each night). Prepare a hot 
meal at home or in the church kitchen. Serve & eat dinner with guests. Socialize and assist parents with chil-
dren’s needs. Great job for a family! Teams OK! Note: guests come at 5:15 PM Sunday and Saturday, 
6:15 PM on weekdays. 

 

Overnight Host & Breakfast Prep: 8:30 PM – 7:00 AM or earlier (TWO needed each night). Spend time 
with guests, sleep at church, and be available in case of emergency. Set out & put away breakfast foods in 
the morning. Note guests leave at 10:00 AM on Saturday morning (after Friday overnight) and at 8:00 AM 
on Sunday morning (after Saturday overnight). 

 

Pack Up: Sunday, June 9, at 7:30 AM. Take down beds, load them into truck. Takes about 30 minutes. Guests 
help. 

 

Laundry: after host week. Wash a guest’s bedding. Pick up after Pack Up and return to church for future host 
weeks. Need as many people as there are beds used. 

 

Financial Contributions: If you cannot serve physically, you can still help! Financial contributions cover the 
cost of breakfast food, lunch food for families to pack for work and school for the week, and sundries like 
shampoo, diapers, toothpaste, etc. $50 sponsors a person for the week or any amount is appreciated to help 
with the ongoing costs of breakfast, lunch and sundries. Write Family Promise in the memo line of your 
check. 

 

If you can’t help this time, we will be hosting again later this year and you can sign up any time! 
Sept 1-8, 2019 https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0E49A9A822A4F94-family15 
Dec 8-15, 2019 https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0E49A9A822A4F94-family16 

Our ministry partners at Common Ground have re-
ceived the good news that they will be receiving a pas-
toral intern for the 2019-2020 academic year! Pastor 

Tom and Common Ground’s leaders are busy making 
arrangements for the intern’s arrival. One of the most 

important of those arrangements is housing. If you 
have a lead on living quarters that would be appropri-
ate for the intern, the intern’s spouse, and their dog, 

please let us know! 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0e49a9a822a4f94-family14
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eYxru3Xq-gw
http://www.Atonementwyo.org
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0E49A9A822A4F94-family15
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0E49A9A822A4F94-family16
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Pastoral Acts — May, 2019 
 

May 9 
Commendation of the Dying  

for Gail Hoch 
 

May 15 
Funeral  

for Gail Hoch 
 

May 18 
Preschool Graduation 
for Preschool Families 

 

May 19 
Holy Baptism  

for Sabrina, Ryan, and Anthony Rankin 

Sunday worship this June 

the seventh Sunday of Easter ♦ June 2, 2019 
Pastor Ryan preaching 

Godspell Service at 10:00 AM 
 

It is possible to hear in Jesus’ high priestly prayer, a prayer he offered shortly before his 
death, the petitions of the ascended Lord for his own throughout history—to our day—and 

beyond. Jesus prays for us. In baptism we become believers in God, have our robes washed in 
the flood of Christ’s forgiveness, and receive the gift of life forever with all the saints.  

 
the Day of Pentecost ♦ June 9, 2019 

Pastor Julie preaching 
 

Pentecost is a day of promises fulfilled. The promised Spirit of God is poured out. The bap-
tized have become “children of God” and “joint heirs with Christ.” By the power of the Spirit 
we have seen the face of the Father in his only begotten Son and been saved by him. Bless the 

Lord, O my soul.  

 
the Holy Trinity ♦ June 16, 2019 

Pastor Ryan preaching 
 

“O Lord our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth!” Today we celebrate the name 
of God: holy blessed Trinity. There is no other day quite like this one in the church’s year. 

There is no other god like ours. Praise Father, Son, and Holy Spirit!  

 
the second Sunday after Pentecost ♦ June 23, 2019 

Pastor Ryan preaching 
Vacation Bible School Sunday at 10:00 AM 

 

This Sunday’s texts paint startling pictures of the horrific—the demonic—nature of sin. The 
church’s repeated celebration of the holy communion counters that tragic reality in a contin-

ued showing forth of the death of Jesus “until he comes.” It is a dramatic declaration of 
“how much God has done for you.”  

 

the third Sunday after Pentecost ♦ June 30, 2019 
Pastor Julie preaching 

 

We have no good apart from God. That makes our Lord’s call to follow him an invitation to 
freedom. This is freedom to revel in the Spirit’s fruits: love, joy, peace, patience, and the like. 

This is the path of life.  

Complete readings 
for the Sundays of 

June 
 

June 2 
Acts 16:16-34 

Psalm 97 
Rev. 22:12-14, 16-17, 20-21 

John 17:20-26 
 

June 9 
Acts 2:1-21 

Psalm 104:24-34, 35b 
Romans 8:14-17 

John 14:8-17 
 

June 16 
Proverbs 8:1-4, 22-31 

Psalm 8 
Romans 5:1-5 
John 16:12-15 

 
June 23 

Isaiah 65:1-9 
Psalm 22:19-28 

Galatians 3:23-29 
Luke 8:26-39 

 
June 30 

1 Kings 19:15-16, 19-21 
Psalm 16 

Galatians 5:1, 13-25 
Luke 9:51-62 

Music in worship this June 
 

June 2 
8:30 AM —  traditional, organ-based worship 
10:00 AM —  excerpts from the musical Godspell presented by the 

Atonement choirs and praise band 
 

June 9 
8:30 AM —  Bach winner Danny Bishop on cello 
 

June 16 
Bach winner Evan Nygard on trombone and his family of brass players 
 

June 23 
8:30 AM —  Bach winner Sashank Sridhar on piano 
10:00 AM —  the music of Vacation Bible School 
 

June 30 
10:00 AM — Bach winner Bryn Werley on flute 
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Council Update from 
Council Vice President Steve Fellman 

 
Katie Sensenig opened our May 13 council meeting with devotions. 
 
Following the routine review and approval of the agenda and minutes, Pastor Ryan announced that Dr. Dan Kim-
ball has agreed to serve as our lay representative at the Northeastern Pennsylvania Synod Assembly on June 1, 2019, 
in Hazleton. His appointment was unanimously and gratefully approved. 
 
Council President Wang announced that he would form an ad hoc group to address unfinished work on the congrega-
tion’s by-laws and invited council members to serve. 
 
Council reviewed reports from Pastor Ryan and Katie Sensenig measuring our compliance with policies related to 
our treatment of donors, treatment of people served and financial conditions and activities. It was determined that we 
are in compliance in those areas. 
 
Council revisited our use of the book, Reclaiming the L Word, as a discernment and planning tool to clarify our un-
derstanding of Atonement’s mission and vision — what God wants to do in us and through us. The intention is to 
reach a shared understanding of that mission and vision so that we can, as a community of faith, more easily make 
decisions about what Atonement’s work should be in this place at this time. This process will require the active par-
ticipation of a broad cross section of the congregation in study, prayer and thoughtful dialog. An outline of next steps 
toward that end will be reviewed at the June meeting. 
 
Council will next meet on Monday, June 10, at 7:00 PM. 

Scholarship Recipients 
 

Congratulations to the following Atonement high school seniors who have been selected as 2019 scholarship        
recipients: 
 

Emma Woerle is the recipient of the Jeanne M. Chaney Memorial Book Award sponsored by the Chaney family. 
This $1,000 award recognizes the graduating high school senior at Atonement who exemplifies the qualities of 
scholarship, leadership, faith, integrity, service, citizenship, and fitness. Emma is planning to attend Rochester     
Institute of Technology, double majoring in Communications and International and Global Politics.  
 

Emily Weidner is the recipient of the Martin Luther Service Award sponsored by an anonymous Atonement mem-
ber. This $1,000 award honors the graduating senior from Atonement who services in and through Atonement,     
testifying to his/her Christian faith. Emily is planning to attend American University where she will major in CLEG  
-  Communications, Legal Studies, Economics, and Governments. 

Senior Afghan Recipients 
 

The prayer shawl ministry created afghans for 14 
of our high school seniors: Tristan Allmendinger, 
Trevor Beane, Natalie Boyer, Erin Drebushenko, 
Christian Geddio, Ella Hazlett, Cameron Hoke, 
Abby Killinger, Sophia Mattes, Sarah Ravert, 
Ben Solsky, Annie Solsky, Emily Weidner, and 
Emma Woerle. The afghans were blessed and 
presented during worship on May 26. Congratu-
lations to all of our seniors! We wish the best of 
luck in what lies ahead for them! 

Celebrating our High School Graduates 
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April Financial Report 
 

April Unrestricted Income    $111,243  
April Expenses       $  87,731  
 
Year-to-date Unrestricted Income  $463,159 
Year-to-date Unrestricted Expenses  $405,732 

Capital Campaign Update:  
as of April 30, 2019 

$881,491 received, $439,419 spent 
 

Thank you so much, Atonement, for your incredible generosity! 
 

If you have any questions about your contributions, please contact Amy Rogers at the church office. 

The Men’s Group at the Highlands will 
meet on Monday, June 10, at 9:30 AM, 
in the Personal Care Fire Place room. 

Sunday Attendance in May 
 

        2019 2018 
First Sunday in May    210  282 
Second Sunday in May    300  259 
Third Sunday in May    293        316 
Fourth Sunday in May    227   181 
 
Total May attendance          1,030    1,038   

Capital Campaign Update  
 

Water Remediation Projects in the “new” building 
 
We received bids from two contractors (a third contractor declined to bid), and have decided to accept the bid from 
Ebersole Brothers Construction in Mt. Joy. We will be meeting with them to go over the contract and to answer any 
questions that we might have. Hopefully, we will be able to start this particular project next month. 
 

Parsonage/Parking Lot 
 
The Wyomissing Borough cancelled their monthly Planning Commission meeting for May, at which time we were 
going to present the plans for our parking lot and storm water management system. That has been rescheduled for 
June 3. The Borough engineer has agreed to look over the plans from SSM so that we can have them approved at the 
June meeting. The landscaping plans are also preliminary, but we will be reviewing them with neighbors this month. 
 
Once the parking lot plans are approved, our contractor must get a permit to demolish/recycle the parsonage. That 
permit process might take up to a month. Then the de-construction will start, and also might take about a month.  
After that, the storm-water management system will undergo construction, and then the new parking lot will be 
paved. If all goes well, we will hopefully be done with the project by fall. 

Gifts of stocks or securities are always welcome donations. If you plan to give stock or 
securities, please notify the office of the pending donation to Atonement’s Schwab Ac-
count at Weik Investments (the office will provide account number, etc.), along with the 
purpose for which you are donating it, the name of the stock, its value, where it is coming 
from, and who the donor is. 
 

Also, don’t forget that your offerings can now be given by using a credit card on our 
website, by texting to the number 610-624-8412, and by scanning the QR code to the 
right with your smart phone.  

The Thursday afternoon Bible study 
with the pastors is on hiatus until the 

Thursday following Rally Sunday. 
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Staffing adjustments and a summer 
matching funds campaign 

 
Grace and peace be with you all! 
 
As I was discerning my call to Atonement in the summer of 2017, it felt clear to me 
that one of the congregation’s biggest challenges was that the congregation had been 
living beyond its means for some time. And just to remind you, those means are pretty 
significant. Our congregation has an income of about $750,000 from various streams, 
the largest of which is unrestricted offerings from our members and friends (this is not 
counting, of course, the $300,000 brought in by our self-supporting preschool). Of that 

$750,000, we pass on a little over $50,000 to the larger work of the church through our synod benevolence—a little 
less, quite frankly, than what it probably should be. We spend less than $200,000 operating and maintaining our ex-
tensive, busy facilities, which seems reasonable to me. Our largest expense category is staffing, which amounts to 
more than $500,000. I have come to know and appreciate our staff, but I also know that that is a lot of staffing for a 
congregation that has between 250 and 300 in worship most Sundays. 
 
In the past, Atonement has been able to avoid cuts and adjustments to staffing by spending down our operating re-
serves, using designated funds for operations, and receiving bequests from departed members’ estates as general in-
come. Within the first few weeks of my pastorate, our Council and I agreed that we could no longer continue to 
function in this way. That has meant that, at the end of the year in 2017 and 2018, we have been transparent with the 
congregation about the true scale of our ministry’s financial need. And in both years, 2017 and 2018, our members 
and friends have responded generously to this appeal. And this end-of-year generosity is in addition to your support 
of 2018’s capital campaign. You have been so very generous with this ministry, and I am so grateful to you! Some of 
the folks who really helped to get us over the finish line these past two years gently communicated to me at the end 
of 2018 that their support of the end-of-year campaigns is not sustainable indefinitely. Knowing that, and that we are 
headed into summer, I believe the time has come for our ministry to make some further staffing adjustments. 
 
The first of those adjustments affects our sexton, Mick Bryan. Starting in June, Mick’s ministry with us will move 
from 30 hours a week to 25. We will be raising Mick’s hourly wage so that his paycheck remains the same, but be-
cause he will be working less than thirty hours weekly he will no longer receive his medical insurance through the 
church. Mick has purchased a Medicare Supplement Plan and a Part D plan. The second adjustment affects our asso-
ciate pastor, Pastor Julie. In consultation with Bishop Zeiser and with her consent, Pastor Julie’s ministry with us 
will be moving to three-quarter time in June. Pastor Julie will continue to receive all her medical and retirement ben-
efits through the church, and to be able to claim the fair market value of her home as a tax-free housing allowance. 
We cannot expect Pastor Julie to do full-time, comprehensive ministry in three-quarters of the time, so her portfolio 
will continue to focus on ministry with youth, children, and their families. I have explained to both Mick and Pastor 
Julie that these adjustments have nothing to do with their job performance. They are dedicated to their ministries, 
and are an absolute delight to work with.  
 
So that you know, we won’t be striving to create a sustainable ministry at Atonement merely by making cuts. A do-
nor has come forward to offer us a $5,000 unpledged gift for a matching funds drive this summer. If you are in a po-
sition to give to Atonement above-and-beyond what you pledged, or if you didn’t pledge at all, or if you don’t cur-
rently partner with us financially, then this is your opportunity to double your financial contribution up to $5,000! If 
you would like to participate in the matching funds drive this summer, please write “matching funds” on the memo 
line of your check or envelope or select the matching funds option when giving electronically. We are hoping that 
this little drive will go a long way in helping us to even out our income over the summer. 
 
Atonement has made great strides over the last two years in answering God’s call to grow to look even more like 
Jesus and our community, but our work is not complete! God has so very much more in store for this ministry! 
Thank you for the part you have played and continue to play in that faithfulness!  
 
Ryan+ 
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For children age 3 by January 2019 through Grade 4—Must be potty trained. 
 

June 17-21, 8:45-11:30 AM & Worship on June 23, 10:00 AM 
  
Child's Name:________________________________________________________ 

Child's Age:______ Birth Date: _ _ / _ _ / _ _   Gender: M    F 

School Grade To Be Completed in June 2018:__________________ 

Name of Parent/Guardian:__________________________________________________________________ 

Address:________________________________________________________________________________ 

Home Phone:_________________ Work Phone: ___________________ Cell:_________________________ 

E-Mail Address: __________________________________________________________________________ 

Home Congregation (if any):____________________________________________________ 

Person who will pick up child at 11:30 a.m. each day of VBS:____________________________________ 

Relationship to Child: ____________________________Phone:_____________________________ 

Emergency contact if parent/guardian cannot be reached:_______________________________________ 

Relationship to Child: __________________________Phone:______________________________ 

Allergies (food, bee, etc.) or medical needs that staff should be aware of: 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

In case of emergency, Doctor's Name:________________________________________ 

Doctor's Phone #:__________________________ Preferred Hospital:_______________________________ 

Any behavioral issues or strategies that will help us interact more effectively with your child? 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Special needs/circumstances:_______________________________________________________ 

  
Photographs will be taken this week and included on social media. If you do NOT want a photograph of your child 
to be included, you MUST have a signed form, Request for Exclusion from Media Coverage, on file in the church 
office. 
  
  
Will you help at VBS? (Adults and Youth, Grade 5 and up) 
 (Circle areas of interest)     Group Leader    Crafts    Games    Nursery 
  
Name: ___________________________  Phone:______________________________ 
  
Days available to help June 17-21: All           Only: Monday   Tuesday   Wednesday   Thursday    Friday 

(Circle days available) 
  

I can help in planning and preparation prior to VBS week        ____Yes   ____ No 

OH THE PLACES 

we’ll GO with 

Paul the Apostle 


