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Atonement in Action
Godspell — the reviews are in!

Summer Schedule

“They all did a fantastic job” – Pat Bressler

Sunday Worship
8:30 & 10:00 AM

“Exciting and inspirational!”
— Bill and Cindy Laubach
“You all filled our hearts with
great joy!” — Pat Gernert
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“A treat for the ears and the eyes!” — Rosemary Fraley

Many thanks to the children, teens, and adults who worked
together to present “Godspell” in worship on Sunday, June 2!
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Preschool News
Atonement Christian Preschool is a busy, vibrant ministry of the church and our community. For the 2019-20 school year, we have 137 students registered with many students
enrolled in multiple classes for a total of 167 filled spaces. Preschool Registration for the
fall is still open. We have availability in the following classes: Younger Toddlers (2 by
Sept. 1), 2-day Older Toddlers (2 ½ by Sept. 1), 2-day 3’s (3 by Sept. 1 & potty trained),
morning Naturalist and afternoon Explorer enrichment classes for 4 & 5-year-olds, and
Stay-n-Play extended day program (3-5-year-olds & potty trained). Contact Mrs. Dauber
for more information and to schedule a tour.

Staff and volunteers working hard to prepare our playground for
new equipment for the new school year!

Ready for play!

Our first summer preschool camp was a success!

Preschool Summer Camps

A few spaces are still available in the following camps:
July 15 – 19, Naturalist Camp (3½ -6 yrs.)
Aug. 12 – 16, Kindergarten Kickstart Camp (5 yrs. & going to kindergarten)
Aug. 12 – 16, Preschool Storytime Camp (3-5 yrs.)

Snapology Summer Camps at Atonement

Register online at http://tiny.cc/SnapReg
July 8 – 12: Planes, Trains & Automobiles (ages 3-5)
July 15 – 19: AM-Jurassic World, PM-Creature Creator Robotics (ages 7+)
July 22 – 26: RoboPets Robotics (ages 4-6)
July 29 – Aug. 2: AM-Lego MOVIE Animation Studio, PM-Awesome Artists/Brick Art & Design Lab (ages 7+)
Aug. 5 – 9: AM-Drone Commander, PM-Robotics Rescue Mission (ages 10+)
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Youth News
League of Lutherans (L.O.L.)
Junior Youth Group for grades 4 to 6
Pool Party at the Lords’ House
July 7, 2019, 4:30-6:00 PM
Wear your swimsuit, and bring
a towel, sunscreen, and
if you’re able, a snack to share!
RSVP to Pastor Julie.

Confirmation students considering the best way to help the
country they’d been assigned in the Game of Lasting Promise!

Lots of young people from Atonement are
going for a week of camp this summer! In
addition, we have five youth receiving
scholarships thanks to Anita Chaney,
who dedicated some of the memorial
funds for her late husband, Joe Lewis to
camp scholarships. These children are
going to have an incredible week of spiritual learning and growth—and a lot of
fun! Thank you, Anita!
If you are going to camp, let us know
when so we can pray for you on your way
the Sunday you leave!
On Thursday, June 6,
Atonement hosted Wyomissing’s Baccalaureate
for the Class of 2019. Here
is a photo of the Wyomissing Camerata singing during the service.
Emily Weidner, one of
Atonement’s very own, is
on the top step, far left.
Congratulations to all the
graduates in our community! You will be in our prayers as you begin the next
chapter of your adventure!
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Sunday worship this July
the fourth Sunday after Pentecost ♦ July 7, 2019
Pastor Julie preaching ♦ Holy Communion at both services
God is the source of our nourishment. Our Lord’s invitation to “take and eat . . . take
and drink” is a repeated one. In the holy eucharist, in the word read and proclaimed,
in the assembly of the people of God, the dominion of God has come near. Rejoice!
Your name is written in heaven.

the fifth Sunday after Pentecost ♦ July 14, 2019
Pastor Julie preaching ♦ Holy Communion at both services
To love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, strength, and mind is to reflect
God’s mercy in responding to one’s neighbor. That mercy found its most profound
expression in the “gospel that has come to you”—namely the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. That gospel mercy comes to us again today: at the font, at the
altar, and from the pulpit. It is very near to you.

the sixth Sunday after Pentecost ♦ July 21, 2019
Pastor Ryan preaching ♦ Holy Communion at both services
Praise Band at both services
Perhaps the church, at its best, is “all ears.” Almighty God urges the faithful, again
and again, to “listen up!”—to heed the word from above. So it was with Abraham
and Sarah, with Mary and Martha, and the early church at Colossae. So it is today
as we join the assembly to hear the word of God, the words of life.

Complete readings
for the Sundays of
July
July 7
Isaiah 66:10-14
Psalm 66:1-9
Galatians 6:[1-6] 7-16
Luke 10:1-11, 16-20
July 14
Deut. 30:9-14
Psalm 25:1-10
Colossians 1:1-14
Luke 10:25-37

the seventh Sunday after Pentecost ♦ July 28, 2019
Pastor Ryan preaching

July 21
Genesis 18:1-10a
Psalm 15
Colossians 1:15-28
Luke 10:38-42

Persistence in prayer evoked the admiration of Jesus and wins the attention of the
Lord when Abraham intercedes for Sodom. The life of the baptized—to be rooted and
built up in Christ Jesus the Lord—is to be rooted in prayer. God hears and answers
prayer and so strengthens God’s own. “When I called, you answered me; you increased my strength within me.”

July 28
Genesis 18:20-32
Psalm 138
Colossians 2:6-15 [16-19]
Luke 11:1-13

Pastoral Acts — June, 2019

Need Prayers?
The prayer team is a ministry here at Atonement that will pray for all
requests daily. You can make your needs known by calling the church
office or filling out a blue prayer request form found in the pews and in
the narthex with the prayer request box.
Interested in joining this ministry and becoming a pray-er with us? We
meet the first Tuesday each month at the Highlands Skilled Nursing unit.
Please consider being a part of this ministry at Atonement.

June 6
Baccalaureate Service
for Wyomissing Class of 2019
June 9
Holy Baptism
for Shylee Louise Pimentel-Reis
June 16
Holy Baptism
for Piper Grace Fetherolf
Quinceañera Eucharist
for Isabel Marshall
June 19
Commendation of the Dying
for Erwin Colon

from the Prayer Ministry Team

Awaken to the good and give thanks.

June 25
Funeral
for Grant Goeltz

Alan Morinis,
Every Day, Holy Day

June 28
Funeral
for Erwin Colon
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From Our Health Advocate, Dr. Ken
Atonement Lutheran Church is blessed to have two AED machines. One is located in the
narthex and the second is in Lundin Hall. These units require maintenance. The pads expire every 2 years and the batteries need to be replaced every 4 years.
Several individuals have graciously become AED sponsors! Their generous donations will
provide AED maintenance for the next 10 years. Let’s thank these individual AED sponsors:
Raymond and Shirley Stocker
Martha Hafer
Tom and Michelle Endy

John and Lesley Shimp
Marian Pounder

Thanks to these individuals our church community will have continued access to these life-saving medical devices.

Helping Hands Ministry
Atonement Lutheran Church, Wyomissing, Pa, is happy to introduce a new program called The Helping Hands Ministry. The purpose of this ministry is to match Atonement member home and/or personal needs with members who are
willing to provide assistance in meeting these needs. These jobs may include yard work, cutting grass, walking dogs,
baby sitting, minor cleaning, pet sitting, house sitting, running errands, companionship (reading, playing board
games,etc.), simple meal preparation and clean up, and simple home repairs and maintenance. In this ministry, Atonement will not be an employer, providing workers. Atonement will serve as an information provider getting the helpers
together with the members who have these needs. The individual homeowner will be responsible for any and all liability issues that should arise.
The helpers may do these jobs as volunteers or may need to be compensated. If payment is needed, the price will be
made known so that the receiver can agree or not.

Job requests including all details will be posted. A group of Helping Hand ministers will be established. Helping
Hand ministers must be over 13 years of age. Individuals ages 13 to 18 years of age must have their parents written
permission to serve. Older members of our congregation are encouraged to join.
This ministry will operate during this summer and into the fall, concluding at Thanksgiving time. This ministry is being done on a trial basis but if successful may be extended. After each job completion, a satisfaction survey will be
provided to monitor the quality of the work and job satisfaction.
A form will be available on the church website and sent to you if requested, to gather your name, address, phone number and job description which can be completed and sent back to the church office. Edward Hein and Ken Lord will
serve as coordinators to review this information and to make assignments. If there are any questions, please contact
either of them.
Edward Hein
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Sunday Attendance in June
First Sunday in June
Second Sunday in June
Third Sunday in June
Fourth Sunday in June
Fifth Sunday in June
Total June attendance

2019
326
232
253
290
191

July, 2019

May Financial Report

2018
226
234
222
295
219

May Unrestricted Income
May Expenses

$ 86,108
$102,645

Year-to-date Unrestricted Income
Year-to-date Unrestricted Expenses

$549,267
$508,377

1,292 1,196

Capital Campaign Update:
as of May 31, 2019

$884,627 received, $471,172 spent
Thank you so much, Atonement, for your incredible generosity!
If you have any questions about your contributions, please contact Amy Rogers at the church office.

Capital Campaign Update
WATER REMEDIATION/EBERSOLE
We have signed the contract for the water remediation project in the “new” building
with Ebersole Brothers of Mt. Joy, which encompasses sealing the clerestory windows,
replacing the dry-vit on the alley side of the building, and replacing the flashing in the
masonry on the south and north sides of the new building. The total bid was $495,000.00.
The project is due to start on July 1. A meeting with the sub-contractors was held on June
25 to go over details and set up a schedule. They still don’t know whether or not scaffolding will need to be used to do the dry-vit work. If it is necessary, then the alley will have
to be closed off while the work is completed.
Although the work will be confined to the new building, the parking lot will probably be affected in some way or
another. Ebersole will be sharing the parking lot with the contractor doing the demolition of the parsonage and the
parking lot expansion. We will try to keep as much open for our parking during the summer months as possible.
PARKING LOT EXPANSION
The church went before the Wyomissing Borough Planning Commission on June 3. Three waivers were recommended during the meeting, and the vote showed that all would be granted. Another waiver for “clear site change” at the
SE corner of the new lot, after much discussion, was added, and a conditional approval of the plan with that waiver
was granted. The plan was then approved by the Wyomissing Council on June 11. Now all we need to do, once we
receive the approval letter, is make sure that SSM has fixed all the little changes that the borough engineer wanted,
and that we have the checks ready for the plan to be submitted to the county. Then the borough should approve the
permit to demolish/recycle the parsonage.

This project will have more impact on us than the water remediation. The parsonage take-down will require space on
the parking lot, to be shared with Ebersole, and then when the parsonage is down, a new stormwater management
system will have to be installed in that same area, under the expansion of the parking lot. That system will have to go
down the alley and then underneath Lincoln Avenue to hook up with the pipes at Lincoln and Lynne. This might necessitate Lincoln also being either limited or closed for a short amount of time. Finally, the new parking area will be
paved over, with the old islands taken out and new lines being drawn. The current lot houses 50 spaces. The new lot
will have 76 spaces, most regulation width. New LED lights will also be added. Finally, new landscaping has been
approved for the entire lot, especially that area facing houses on Lincoln Avenue.
We have accepted a bid from Reiff Brothers, the same contractor who is recycling/demolishing the parsonage, to do
the work for the expansion of the parking lot. Their bid was $175,000, which is about $75,000 less than we expected.
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Council Update for July
Debbie Gentry opened our June meeting with a devotional poem on change—a timely
subject, as we’ll all soon see (more) changes around Atonement.
Council heard plans from Pastor Ryan to spend the remaining capital campaign funds to
address the crucial water remediation needs and external building repairs and to complete
the parsonage recycling and parking lot construction project. Council agreed with the proposal to focus on these efforts without delay. The actual bids for the water remediation
and external repairs came in significantly higher than original estimates; since the cost of
these projects will exceed the remainder of our expected capital campaign funds, Council
approved the use of annual endowment distributions (beyond our annual support for Common Ground) to meet the difference. Thank you to the many members and staff who have contributed their time,
energy, and expertise to prepare us for these projects and to everyone involved with the capital campaign, leaders
and donors, for the financial resources that are enabling responsible stewardship of our facilities.

Council also approved changes in the pastors’ compensation that reflect the recent adjustment in Pastor Julie’s
schedule to three-quarters time and a split between salary and housing allowance that better represents housing
costs for the pastors. (Pastor Ryan’s total compensation is unchanged.)
We also have a change in our Council membership; because of anticipated travel away from Wyomissing, Bob Hoch
has resigned. We are grateful to Bob for his five and half years of service to Council and his continued ministry
through Atonement as an usher captain and leader of the audio-visual team, including his pivotal role in implementing the recent enhancements to the sight and sound systems in the nave.
Finally, to help the church approach future seasons of growth and change with clearer vision and a stronger sense of
mission, Council discussed a plan for adult spiritual formation and developing the congregation’s missional
culture during the 2019-2020 program year. The ideas we’ve been formulating connect the concept of guiding principles—simple, powerful statements of faith that help define a church and provide a theological grounding for its
decision-making; the process of discipleship that involves ritual public worship, teaching and learning, mutual formation through small groups, and servant leadership; and the practice of Bible study by reading scripture through
multiple lenses, including the devotional. Starting this fall, in a series of activities held during the multipurpose
“Sunday school” hour and perhaps beyond, Council, staff, and other faithful Atonement leaders will work with the
congregation as we learn to discern who we are and what God wants to do in us and through us. We hope that you
will join us!

Summer Matching Funds Drive
On Sunday, June 2, Pastor Ryan announced a special stewardship project
for the summer. A very generous donor offered our congregation $5,000
in unpledged money for a dollar-for-dollar matching funds drive. This
would allow us to raise an additional $10,000 this summer! If you would
like to participate in the drive, your gift must be received before September 1. If you have not pledged your financial support for Atonement in
2019 or have yet to partner with Atonement financially, your gift will
qualify for the drive. If you pledged your financial support for 2019 last
fall, but find yourself in a position to give beyond your pledge, your gift
will qualify, too. Please write either “above-and-beyond” or
“matching funds” on the memo line of your check or on your envelope,
or select the “matching funds” option when giving electronically.
Following the announcement of the drive, another donor added to the
challenge! This second donor will donate an additional $5,000 if—and
only if—the congregation raises the entire $5,000! That would mean an
additional $15,000 this summer! Many thanks to our original donor for
having the vision for this drive! Many thanks to the second donor who
caught the Spirit! And many thanks to all of you who will help us meet
the challenge with your gifts, large and small!
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Gifts of stocks or securities are always
welcome donations. If you plan to give
stock or securities, please notify the office
of the pending donation to Atonement’s
Schwab Account at Weik Investments
(the office will provide account number,
etc.), along with the purpose for which
you are donating it, the name of the stock,
its value, where it is coming from, and
who the donor is.
Also, don’t forget that your offerings can
now be given by using a credit card on
our website, by texting to the number 610
-624-8412, and by scanning the QR code
below with your smart phone.
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Vacation Bible School
80 VBS campers and 52 adult and teen volunteers filled the nave, hallways and
classrooms with sounds of laughing, singing and overall joy during our VBS, Oh
The Places We’ll Go With Paul the Apostle. Children traveled aboard Disciple
Airlines to journey to just some of the places Paul traveled to share the Good
News about Jesus’ love for us. We visited Damascus, Corinth, Philippi, Troas,
Rome and Malta along the way and heard stories about Saul’s conversion to Paul,
an earthquake while Paul and Silas were in prison, miracles, and of course, Paul’s
shipwreck on his way to Rome. Additionally during our time together, children
of all age groups learned that Paul wrote letters to many of the cities he visited, so
we wrote friendly letters to our friends at Grace Lutheran, One United Church of
Christ, and Immanuel United Church of Christ who were also hosting their children for VBS the same week. The kids were excited to receive a response from
those friends by the end of our VBS week! Lastly, we invited not only our VBS
families but also all of Atonement to participate in gathering personal care items for our personal care kit service
project to be sent to Lutheran World Relief for distribution to people in need. We were able to create over 50 personal care kits! Thank you to all who supplied soap, combs, toothbrushes, nail clippers, towels, or monetary donations to purchase more items for this project! A heartfelt THANK YOU to all volunteers for your energy, guidance
and love!
Onwards to Rally Day and our Sunday School Fall unit planning! Keep your eyes posted for news in worship announcements, future newsletters, social media, and our website for dates and details about programming for our
youngest faith builders. We look forward to an exciting fall!

Children listening to a story about Paul’s journeys.

VBS travelers leading songs during worship.

Thank You, Family Promise Helpers!
Thank you for your hospitality and welcome for our Family Promise guests the week of June 2-9. We had one family at the beginning of the week and a new family on Wednesday. Several of you volunteered for multiple jobs, and
all of you took the time to converse and share with the families: your listening ear, your comforting arm, your smile,
your food, your Girls Scout pool party, your clothes, your toys, and household goods for the family soon to be in
their own place. One child said this has been the best year of life so far, which I am sure has lots to do with friends at
school, but at least some with the welcome felt at church homes. Thank you for making this week so special!
Yours in Christ,
Coordinators Dorothy DeLong, Deborah Graf, and Karen Sandloop
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