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5 Wyomissing Boulevard,  Wyomissing,  Pennsylvania 19610  

Phone:   610 -375 -3512 |  Fax 610 -375-3511 |  www.atonementwyo.org  

Autumn Schedule  
 

Sunday Worship 
8:30 & 11:00 AM 

 

Sunday School for all ages 
9:45 AM 

 

Bible Study 
Thursdays at 1:30 PM 

You can still be part of Team Atonement,  CROP Walk, 2019! 
 

Join Atonement coordinators Cathy Durand and Michelle Endy, along with the rest 
of Team Atonement to fight hunger on Sunday, October 13, 2019. This announce-
ment is your invitation to be part of the team! Walkers will be blessed during the 
11:00 AM worship service that day. Following worship, walkers will eat lunch at 
Atonement in the Narthex. To register for the walk or make a monetary donation, 
go to https://www.crophungerwalk.org/readingpa and search for Team Atonement. 
 

This is the 50th year for CROP Walk! That’s five decades of people like you re-
sponding to hunger. The Crop Walk is on Sunday, October 13, 2019, from 1:15 to 
2:30 PM, at 2083 Tulpehocken Road, Reading, PA 19610. After you’ve found a 
parking spot, meet the rest of Team Atonement at the bridge.  

Blessing of the Animals: 
October 6 

the commemoration of  
St. Francis 

All reasonably well-behaved pets are invited to attend worship with you at the 
service of your choice on October 6. Following the day’s abbreviated celebrations 
of Holy Communion, Pastor Ryan and Pastor Julie will be blessing your animals! In 
his previous ministry, Pastor Ryan has blessed chickens, lizards, snakes, cats, kids’ 
stuffed animals, pictures of pets, and even...dogs! Last year’s experience of “bring 
your pet to church” Sunday was really positive. It was an eerily holy experience 
when our pets quieted down during the sermon and “sang” during the hymns! 
Please use your discretion when bringing your animal friends. If they are needful 
of an exorcism, this may not be the service for them! 

The children’s and youth choirs will sing for the first time this 
season during the 11:00 AM service on October 6. 

https://www.crophungerwalk.org/readingpa
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Dear Atonement Sunday School Families, 
 
Welcome to our 10-week Fall unit, Fruit of the Spirit! We are excited to have your children back for another fun 
and engaging unit about the 9 fruits that live in us when we follow a life led by the Holy Spirit. Those traits are love, 
joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control.   
 
Every unit we do in our Sunday School programming, we like to have a culminating activity that ties together the 
theme of the unit. In this unit, when we talk about the fruit of LOVE, we will hear the verse from John 4:19, “We 
love because he first loved us.” Our emphasis when we talk about KINDNESS will be to hear the story of the good 
Samaritan and to do good for others. And when we dig into GOODNESS, we will talk about being tenderhearted 
and wanting what is good for others and not just wanting what is good for ourselves. Therefore, our end-of-unit ac-
tivities will take the form of loving acts of service to others.   
 
Our congregation here at Atonement has a number of community outreach ministries through which many of our 
members serve. This unit, our Sunday school children will learn about three of those ministries and then participate 
during their Sunday school class time in making and preparing certain items for them. Those ministries we will be 
serving are the following: 
 
Family Promise (specifically for our newest guests that arrive to Atonement on 12/8/19)  
Visit: www.familypromiseofberks.org and www.atonementwyo.org, click on “volunteer” then on “Family Promise” 
 
Flower Box Project (specifically for the preparation of boxes on 12/7) 
Visit: www.atonementwyo.org click on “volunteer” then “Flower Boxes of Love” 
 
Opportunity House Lunch (specifically for the lunch served on Saturday 12/21) 
Visit: www.opphouse.org 
 
Depending on grade level, classes will be making welcoming mealtime placemats for Family Promise. They will 
also be preparing activity baskets for the children that will be staying here for the week. *See below for items to do-
nate. For our flower box projects, some children will be making wooden snowmen to adorn the boxes, while others 
will be crafting bows and preparing other decorative winter items to accompany the boxes. Our Opportunity House 
workers will be creating holiday gift bags for the young children that attend the meal. We will also be preparing 
small goody bags of personal care items for adults. *See below for items to donate. They will also be decorating 
those gift bags and making hand-made holiday greeting cards for the luncheon guests.   
 
These gifts of love, kindness, peace, and goodness will be prepared in the last three weeks of Sunday School. We are 
kindly asking for any of the following donations that can be brought in any Sunday to your child’s Sunday School 
teacher prior to 11/3. 

• Coloring Books / Activity Books *New 

• Mandala coloring books appropriate for a tween or teen *New 

• Small boxes of crayons *New 

• Small boxes of colored pencils *New 

• Small containers of Play Doh *New 

• Children’s books or tween-age appropriate books *In Good Condition  
• Travel size items of 
  • Body Wash     • Toothpaste 
  • Shampoo/Conditioner  • Deodorant 

http://www.familypromiseofberks.org
http://www.atonementwyo.org
http://www.atonementwyo.org
http://www.opphouse.org
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Sunday School this Fall: 
Fruit of the Spirit 

 
Sunday School kicked off with an awesome bunch of kiddos, super-helpful teen teaching 
assistants, and wonderfully-loving adult teachers on September 22. On tap for our ten-
week fall unit is living our lives guided by the fruit of the Spirit! One fruit, but nine 
traits that are love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness and 
self-control. Our one hour meeting time is jam-packed with different opportunities to 
learn, grow in faith, and have fellowship not only with our same-aged peers, but also 
those in our Atonement family. While our routine of arrival, class time, and dismissal is 
consistent, we strive to present many different types of activities for a variety of learning styles each week.   
 
Towards the conclusion of our ten-week unit, each classroom will work on some very special projects that demon-
strate the traits of the fruit of the Spirit. For more information, please take a moment to read the letter that begins 
on the preceding page, which was sent home to our Sunday School families.   
 
We are excited to be back in full swing, and we are always excited to have new friends join us!   

Second & third graders playing a game as they explore the Fruit of the Spirit. 

 
We thank you in advance for helping supply us with the above items for our projects! 
 
I also would like to take a moment to invite you to check out the websites listed with each of those ministries above 
to learn more about their service. And if the Holy Spirit moves you to participate in any of them firsthand by serving 
in some capacity for the next Family Promise guests, or helping the Flower Box Project team prepare their winter 
boxes, or assisting in preparing and serving a meal on 12/21 at Opportunity House, it would be a wonderful exten-
sion of our learning for this fall unit! Sign ups for Family Promise (12/8-12/15/19) and Flower Box Project (12/7/19) 
can be found on the Atonement website as directed above, and Opportunity House lunch service sign-up can be 
found on a clipboard in the narthex. 
 
If you have any questions about our programming or plans for this unit, please do not hesitate to contact me at mhaz-
lett@atonementwyo.org. Thank you for your support of our projects, and many thanks for your participation in our 
Sunday School programming! We look forward to a wonderful fall unit! 
 
Peace, 
Melissa Hazlett 
Children’s Ministry Coordinator 

mailto:mhazlett@atonementwyo.org
mailto:mhazlett@atonementwyo.org
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Preschool News 
 
September flew by as the children made new friends and learned school routines. The staff 
focused on teaching the children to be kind to one another, share and take turns, and to use 
“please” and “thank you.” They taught the children developmentally appropriate pray-
ers that they use daily, especially at snack time. Pastor Julie and Mr. Yenser led our first 
monthly chapel service where the children met in the nave to hear a Bible story, sing 
songs, and pray. Mrs. Brossman started her monthly fine art instruction with the 4s and 
PreK classes, and Mrs. Egan began her monthly gym and music sing-alongs. The Pre-
school Home & School Association (HSA) hosted a Welcome meeting to build member-
ship among parents, grandparents, and caregivers as we plan our annual Family Fall Fes-

tival on November 9. The new playground equipment, purchased with funds raised by the HSA, was dedicated dur-
ing brief ceremonies after worship on September 8.   
 
As the weather becomes cooler and the leaves begin to change colors, we look forward to fall and all that the month 
of October brings. Photographer Meghan White will return to capture the personalities of the children during picture 
week. Classes will learn about fire safety with visits to the Wyomissing Fire Department. The 4s and PreK students 
and their families will celebrate harvest time with visits to Brecknock Orchard for apple and pumpkin picking. We 
will end the month with our in-class Halloween celebrations. October is a fun-filled month! 
 
Atonement Christian Preschool is a busy, vibrant ministry of the church and our community. We have 153 students 
registered with many students enrolled in multiple classes for a total of 198 filled spaces. Our eleven classes of tod-
dlers, preschoolers, and pre-k students are full in the mornings. Our enrichment and extended day classes have lim-
ited availability. We appreciate our preschool families for entrusting us with their children and sharing their Atone-
ment experience with friends, neighbors and family. Thank you to the member of our congregation for your contin-
ued support of the preschool’s ministry. We are truly blessed!  

After both worship services 
on Sunday, September 8, we 

gathered at the playground to 
gave thanks for our new big 

toy and for the preschool stu-
dents who will be using it now 

and in the future! After our 
time of prayer, we played and 
enjoyed some refreshments! 
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Confirmation!   
 
It is not too late to join the program for the year! There are cur-
rently 19 youth in the program. Together we are seeking to look 
more like Jesus through worshipping, learning, and serving to-
gether. We started our Bible Study/Catechesis on Sunday, Sep-
tember 22! If your young person (7th grade or older) wants to 
join or find out more information, contact Pastor Julie.   
 
And…we celebrate with seven youth who completed the pro-
gram this year and are being confirmed on Sunday, October 27, 
at the 11:00 AM worship service. They are Luke Bialek, Nick 
Crocona, Alexa Duke, Richard Gentry, Ryan Laubach, Adam 
Musser, and Brayden Reis. Please be here to show them the sup-
port and love of the whole Atonement community!   

League of Lutherans!    
Junior Youth Group for 4th-6th graders  

3rd Sundays of the month, 4:30-6:00 PM 
 

We had an exciting start to the year with 9 
friends coming together for get-to-know-you 
and just-for-fun activities in the gym, snacks, 
brainstorming, and acolyte training!   
 
October activity: LaserQuest!   
 
Join us for an hour-and-a-half of challenging 
fun at LaserQuest in Wyomissing on Bern 
Road. Cost is $16 per person. Adult help will 
be needed—at least two parents, please! 
You can play or just hang out in the party 
room.  Friends are welcome but Pastor Julie 
will need a solid RSVP by Monday, October 
14!   
 
All 4th-6th graders are always welcome: mem-
bers, friends of the congregation, and friends 
in the community!  

Some of our youth enjoying camp with friends. 

High School Small Group 
 
We experimented to see if there would be in-
terest in an ongoing high school small group 
that would meet once a month. It was so late 
in September, though, that the report about the 
activity will be November’s newsletter! High 
schoolers were set to meet on Sunday, Sep-
tember 29, for a prayer experience at Penn 
State Berks’s Labyrinth.      

Youth Ministry in October 
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Sunday worship this October 

the Commemoration of Francis ♦ October 6 
Pastor Ryan preaching ♦ Communion at both services 

Blessing of the Animals at both services 
 

Born into the family of a wealthy merchant, St. Francis gave up his inher-
itance to serve poor people. He formed the Order of Friars Minor (called 

Franciscans), who took on poverty and the task of preaching "using 
words if necessary." Francis had a spirit of gratitude for all of God's cre-
ation, famously preaching his “Sermon to the Birds.” This day’s services 

conclude with the Blessing of the Animals.  
 

the eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost ♦ October 13 
Pastor Julie preaching ♦ Communion at 11:00 AM 

 

It’s a miracle! Multiple miracles! The waters of holy baptism have healed 
us. The body and blood of Jesus in holy communion have made us clean. 
We have died with Christ and been raised with him. For all this we have 

returned to offer thanks. From this place we are sent on our way rejoicing 
to share the good news.  

 

the nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost ♦ October 20 
Pastor Ryan preaching ♦ Communion at both services 

 

Pray always. Do not lose heart. This is the encouragement of the Christ of 
the gospel today. Persistence in our every encounter with the divine will 
be blessed. Wrestle with the word. Remember your baptism again and 

again. Come regularly to Christ’s table. Persistence in our every encoun-
ter with the divine will be blessed.  

 

Reformation Sunday ♦ October 27 
Pastor Ryan preaching ♦ Communion at 11:00 AM 

Confirmation at 11:00 AM 
 

On this day we celebrate the heart of our faith: the gospel of Christ—the 
good news—that makes us free! We pray that the Holy Spirit would con-

tinue to unite the church today in its proclamation and witness to the 
world. In the waters of baptism we are made one body; we pray for the 

day that all Christians will also be one at the Lord’s table.  

Complete readings for the 
Sundays of October 

 
October 6 

 

Habakkuk 1:1-4; 2:1-4  
Psalm 37:1-9 

2 Timothy 1:1-14  
Luke 17:5-10 

 
October 13 

 

2 Kings 5:1-3, 7-15c  
Psalm 111 

2 Timothy 2:8-15  
Luke 17:11-19 

 
October 20 

 

Genesis 32:22-31 
Psalm 121 

2 Timothy 3:14—4:5 
Luke 18:1-8 

 
October 27 

 

Jeremiah 14:7-10, 19-22 
Psalm 84:1-7 

2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18  
Luke 18:9-14 

Thursday Bible Study 
 
Thursday Bible Study resumed on September 19, at 
1:30 PM. Do you ever feel like the Sunday morning 
readings are random, confusing, or otherwise 
strange? If so, this gathering is for you! Come and 
join this group of between 15 and 30 members and 
friends of Atonement as we learn about the coming 
Sunday’s texts. The coming Sunday’s preacher will 
be with us for about an hour each week to explain 
the background of the texts and how they relate to 
one another. No Bible study experience is neces-
sary! Come and learn things about the faith you 
don’t know that you don’t know! 
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Music in Worship this October 
 
October 6 – The Atonement Choir sings at 8:30 AM, and our children and youth choirs debut at 11:00 AM. Both 
services feature a song to celebrate the Blessing of the Animals, “All You Works of God” by Marty Haugen, with 
congregational (and maybe pet?) participation! 
 
October 13 – The Atonement Choir sings an energetic arrangement of the classic hymn “Praise to the Lord, the         
Almighty” at 11:00 AM. 
 
October 20 – The Atonement Praise Band leads music at both services, with the Atonement Choir joining them at 
11:00 AM. A great mixture of new music and old favorites! 
 
October 27 – The Atonement Choir helps celebrate the Rite of Confirmation at 11:00 AM with the anthem “Blest 
Spirit, One with God.” And we’ll sing “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God” in honor of Reformation Sunday! 
 

And Looking Ahead... 
Don’t miss worship on November 3, as we celebrate All Saints Sunday with a “Dixieland Mass” at both services, 
featuring the Atonement Choir and Atonement Youth Singers, accompanied by an instrumental ensemble that in-
cludes trumpet, trombone, clarinet, tuba, piano, drums and banjo! Bring your family, friends and neighbors to this 
lively worship experience: “When the Saints Go Marching In,” “Down by the Riverside,” and much more! 

Sing with the Choir for the “Dixieland Mass”  
on November 3! 

 
Join our choir for a fun musical event—a “Dixieland Mass” on Sunday, 
November 3. We’ll sing this lively work at both 8:30 and 11:00 AM, and 
we’ll be accompanied by an instrumental ensemble that will have that 
famous Dixieland sound. The music is familiar Dixieland tunes set to the 
parts of the liturgy, including “When the Saints Go Marching In,” “The Tiger Rag,” and “Down by the Riverside.”   
 
Check out the rehearsal schedule below. It would be helpful to be able to attend at least 3 of the 5 rehearsals: 
 
Thursdays, October 3, 10, 17, 24, 8:00-9:00 PM, in the choir room. 
Saturday, November 2, 9:30-11:00 AM, in the nave with the band. 
 
Contact Tom Yenser if you are interested in participating: email tyenser@atonementwyo.org or text 610-301-2190. 

Sunday, September 15, was Atonement’s Rally Sunday this year. The day was a great way to kick off the new pro-
gram year! The Atonement Choir made their debut at the 8:30 AM service. The congregation gathered for a deli-
cious breakfast at 9:45 AM. Singer, educator, and comedian Jim Rule led us in a fun and energetic time of praise 

during the 11:00 AM service. Thank you to everyone who planned and participated in the festivities!  

mailto:tyenser@atonementwyo.org
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August Financial Report 
 

August Unrestricted Income    $  68,616  
August Expenses      $  88,616  
 
Year-to-date Unrestricted Income  $750,298 
Year-to-date Unrestricted Expenses  $749,102 

Capital Campaign Update: 
as of August 31, 2019 

$907,880 received, $565,705 spent 
 

Thank you so much, Atonement, for your incredible generosity! 
 

If you have any questions about your contributions, contact Amy Rogers at the church office. 

Pastoral Acts  
September 2019 

 

September 8 
Playground Dedication 

 
September 22 

Blessing of the Quilts 
Blessing of Sunday School  

teachers 
 

September 27 
Funeral for Kathryn Kaufman 

from the Prayer Team 
 

Christ prayed. He taught his 
disciples to pray, to talk and 
to listen to God. Nothing is 

impossible for God.  

Gifts of stocks or securities are always welcome 
donations. If you plan to give stock or securities, 
please notify the office of the pending donation 
to Atonement’s Schwab Account at Weik Invest-
ments (the office will provide account number, 
etc.), along with the purpose for which you are 
donating it, the name of the stock, its value, 
where it is coming from, and who the donor is. 
 

Don’t forget that your offering can be given by 
credit card on our website, by texting to the 
number 610-624-8412, and by scanning the QR 
code to the right with your smart phone.  

Need Prayer? 
 

The prayer team is a ministry here at 
Atonement that will pray for all re-
quests daily. You can make your needs 
known by calling the church office or 
filling out a blue prayer request 
form found in the pews and in the nar-
thex with the prayer request box. Inter-
ested in joining this ministry and be-
coming a pray-er with us? We meet the 
first Tuesday each month at 
the Highlands Skilled Nursing unit. 
Please consider being a part of our 
ministry! 

Council Update from 
Council Treasurer Katie Sensenig 

 
Council opened its meeting this month with a discussion about the 
building repairs. We had an in depth discussion about the current pro-
gress and made decisions for future actions. We are making sure that 
we keep a close eye on the progress of repairs. 
 

Are you interested in serving on the council? The nominating commit-
tee will be making calls soon for our January elections. If you are inter-
ested, please let us know of your interest. 
 

We did some routine monitoring of the Governance policies we put in 
place in January 2019. During this year we have made additional minor 
changes and continue to improve on the new policies.   
 

Please join us for the upcoming meetings on Discipleship, starting 
Sunday mornings in September. Help us start the movement at Atone-
ment toward growing our faith. Learn what it means to be a Lutheran. 
 

I serve on the Council as the Treasurer and feel a great deal of satisfac-
tion knowing that my role of oversight for the church finances protects 
the money you donate for our ministry. It is always our goal to use the 
contributions wisely in a responsible manner. 

Sunday Attendance in September 
 

         2019 2018 
First Sunday in September    169  178 
Second Sunday in September   252  263   
Third Sunday in September    239   248      
Fourth Sunday in September   223  283 
Fifth Sunday in September    243  269 
 

Total September attendance         1,126     1,241  
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Capital Campaign Update from 
Sharon Calder  

 

Water Remediation /Ebersole  
 
Our contractor, Ebersole, continues to supervise work on our multiple water remediation 
projects: replacing the alley Dryvit, sealing the clerestory windows in the sanctuary and 
narthex, and waterproofing the foundation around the newer building. We also have to 
replace a large drainage pipe that has collapsed under the old education wing. The scaf-
folding is still up in the alley, so the alley is still inaccessible during the work day. The 
work is going well, and is being overseen by our engineers, TBS, located in NJ. They check to make sure that every-
thing is done correctly, and if it isn’t, it gets corrected. 
 

Parsonage Recycling and Parking Lot Expansion  
 
The permit for the demolition of the parsonage was finally obtained the first week in September (several weeks after 
we were expecting it), and the demolition was started September 4. The entire building is now down. The area will 
have to be regraded and the parsonage foundation removed. Then the major work on the project will begin: the reten-
tion pond for the storm water removal must be built, basically where the parsonage used to stand. That will then be 
connected to the Wyomissing sewer system. This means that we will have to dig from the site over to Lincoln Ave-
nue, and then down to Lynne Avenue, where it will hook up with the main pipes. Lynne will have to be closed dur-
ing working hours at that time, and we will notify you of that. 
 
After the storm water removal system is hooked 
up, then the area will have to be graded and 
prepped for paving. The parking lot will be closed 
for the majority of paving and lining, which will 
take about one work week’s time near the end of 
October or beginning of November. We are hoping 
to finish this major project by the beginning of No-
vember.  
 
This is the basic process for the demo/recycling of 
the parsonage and the expansion of the parking lot.  
There will probably be adjustments due to changes 
or because of weather delays. When further details 
unfold in the course of the work, we will let you 
know as soon as we find out. 

New Dryvit waterproof insulation Parsonage demolition 
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 A view from your  
Pastoral Care Coordinator  

 
Over the past few weeks I have been serving as your pastoral care coordinator. If you 
are wondering what a pastoral care coordinator does let me describe the role for you. 
The pastoral care team, which consists of the pastors, Pastor Ryan and Pastor Julie, 
our visitation pastor, Pastor Art, our health advocate, Dr Ken, our Stephen Ministry 
Leaders, Dr. Dan Kimball and Ray Warmkessel, and our visitation assistants, Dr. Ed 
Hein and myself, put our heads together to develop a job description for a coordinator 
role. Basically, this person coordinates and oversees the ministry of pastoral care at 
Atonement and reports to the Senior Pastor. Our ministry is to walk with our church 
family providing mind, body, and spiritual support in times of personal need and to 
equip our brothers and sisters to become ministers of pastoral care.  

 
Why do we need a Pastoral Care Coordinator? Our pastoral care needs and our ministry to the needs of our church 
family and the larger community are BIG! Our pastors can’t do it all. One of our goals is to not let any of our church 
family fall through the cracks. That is where you and I come in.  
 
To provide a more defined vision of the ministry of pastoral care at Atonement we are looking first at what is already 
happening in the pastoral care field. Pastoral care at Atonement is a ministry of discernment, equipping, sending, and 
accountability.  
 

Pastoral Care is Listening   
 
The Pastoral Care Team meets every Tuesday from 10:30-11:30 AM to report on our immediate response to our 
members in need of pastoral care, to coordinate visitation, to develop a plan, and to establish follow up communica-
tion. We then review ongoing and upcoming care ministry that may be appropriate for individuals whose need 
may no longer be acute. Grief support and communication is reviewed quarterly for the first year after the death of 
a loved one. Homebound members are reviewed with discernment of any need for additional pastoral care, as ap-
propriate. The Stephen Ministry Team provides one-on-one companioning for members experiencing times of cri-
sis and transition. Stephen Ministers are trained by Stephen Leaders at Atonement and commit to 38 hours of train-
ing in a small group experience. Currently we have fourteen Stephen Ministers, twelve of whom are active. Five 
male Stephen Ministers are currently awaiting care receivers as well as two female Stephen Ministers.  
 

Pastoral Care is Communing  
 
Our Lay Eucharistic Ministry is equipped and sent on monthly visits to serve communion to identified homebound 
members. The lay eucharistic ministers complement our Pastor Art Wyse’s visitation ministry.  
 

Pastoral Care is Praying  
 
At the altar, you may notice someone alongside a pastor praying, it may be prior to surgery, or to ease anxiety re-
garding a life transition, or for comfort in dealing with grief. In the parlor, prayer shawls are prayerfully knit, then 
hand-delivered to the receivers by our Prayer Shawl Ministry. In small group, members share ideas, concerns, vi-
sions; then lift all in prayer. At the Highlands, our Prayer Team Ministry travels once-a-month to the skilled care 
parlor to respond to prayer requests, pray together, then disperse to their homes where they pray at a set time each 
day for each prayer request. In homes, our Card Ministry prayerfully writes and addresses words of encouragement, 
sympathy, celebration, and hope to our church family.  
 

Pastoral Care is Visiting  
 
We see pastoral care when our pastors and pastoral care team visit members in hospital and nursing home rooms, 
as well as in home visits. Our Health Advocate, Dr Ken, visits and provides the gift of his skills of assessment, lis-
tening, and promotion of a healthy life style and safety in the home. Did you know there are quite a lot of pastoral 
care visits being done by our members as Flower Deliverers? Recipients of visits and flowers speak of the church 
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Self care for  
Caregivers Group 
facilitated by Cathy Durand 

 
This month we talked about mantras and 
words we speak to ourselves. Do you 
have a mantra? It could be short—‘I am 
loved’ or a comforting prayer. We espe-
cially appreciate the Serenity Prayer:  
 God, grant me the serenity to accept 

the things I cannot change,  
 Courage to change the things I can,  
 And wisdom to know the difference.  
 
We will meet again on October 16th at 
6:15 PM in the parlor. If you are unable 
to attend and would like prayer for your 
journey, please reach out to Cathy Du-
rand 610-716-1132. 

Blessing of the Quilts 
 
On September 22, over 50 beautiful quilts were blessed, then packed 
up to be sent  to the Lutheran World Relief Distribution Center in 
Maryland. Soon they will bring warmth and comfort to refugees and 
displaced people around the world. Thank you to our talented, gener-
ous quilt group, for sharing your gifts! The group meets next on Oc-
tober 21 at 6:00 PM if you would like to help. No quilting experi-
ence is necessary! 

moving beyond it’s walls. They especially love seeing the little ones!  
 

Pastoral care is Providing  
 
Loss of a loved one requires a comprehensive care of understanding, listening, abiding, and a sure and certain know-
ing that you are not alone. Our Congregational Health Advocate makes sure our members and member’s loved ones 
receive copies of the Grief Series provided by Stephen Ministries, and personal notes from our pastors. Helping 
Hands Ministry matches members in need of help with at-home chores and/or health care transportation with mem-
bers able to minister to those particular needs. The Care Giver Support Group meets monthly to companion one 
another in balancing the role of caregiving and learning self care. Family Promise provides shelter, meals, and a 
listening presence in our church and other local churches for first-time homeless families. Atonement houses fami-
lies three-to-four weeks per year.  
 

Pastoral Care is Serving  
 
Fellowship is one of the key activities of being a Christian. Serving and being served is food for the fellowship, and 
preparation for the journey of pastoral care. Our Fellowship Ministry serves meals with energy and joy several 
times a year at special events.  
 

Pastoral Care is Abiding  
 
Our funeral servers faithfully provide refreshment and abiding presence to families and friends of our members 
who have died.  
 
So, Pastoral Care Ministry at Atonement is really big! I’ve painted a picture of the umbrella of Pastoral Care. If I 
missed something please let me know. Might this be an invitation for you to respond to God’s nudging in your life 
whether it be to receive pastoral care or to become a pastoral care giver?  
 
Contact me via lhein@atonementwyo.org, or call the church office via Crystal 610-375-3512.  
 
Next article: Putting a safety net under our ministry of Pastoral Care.  
 
In Christian love,  
Lois Hein 
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The Arts at Atonement 2019-2020 
 
We cordially invite you to attend our new season of arts events. An array of outstanding performances appealing to a 
broad range of tastes will begin in November and continue through April 2020. Other events may be added later; 
check the church newsletter or local media sources for listings. 
 
Sunday, November 3, 4:00 PM 
Berks Youth Chorus fall concert: Sounds of Light. 
Brighten your day with the glorious sounds of BYC 
and Echo, the select ensemble from Opus One: 
Berks Chamber Choir. Through music, even the 
darkest skies shine, helping us to face a new day. 
For tickets and more information, call 610-898-
7664. 
 
Sunday, November 10, 4:00 PM 
The Winds of Badlands, a collection of original 
music written by Jill Haley, oboe and French horn; 
with Tom Yenser, piano; Dave Cullen, guitar; and 
a video of scenes from Badlands National Park. 
Freewill offering. 
 
Saturday, December 7, 7:00 PM 
Wheatland Chorale, one of Pennsylvania’s premier 
choral ensembles, presents the concert Winter, with 
special guest, composer Ola Gjeilo. For tickets and 
more information, go to 
www.wheatlandchorale.org. 
 
Sunday, January 11, 7:30 PM 
Berks Sinfonietta presents a concert of mostly Bee-
thoven, featuring violinist Jennifer Sternick. For 
tickets and more information, call 484-509-1290 or 
email info@berkssinfonietta.org. 
 
Saturday, April 25, 7:00 PM 
Wheatland Chorale presents their spring concert, 
Charity and Love, featuring a tribute to Notre 
Dame Cathedral in Paris. For tickets and more in-
formation, call 610-796-1581. Berks Sinfonietta at Atonement 

Understanding Jesus means  
Understanding Judaism 

 
On Saturday, October 26, Dr. Amy-Jill Levine, Professor of Jew-
ish studies at Vanderbilt Divinity School, will be leading an inter-
faith workshop entitled, “Understanding Jesus means Understand-
ing Judaism.” This event will also be held at Reformed Congrega-
tion Oheb Sholom, located at 555 Warwick Drive, in Wyomissing. 
This event is co-sponsored by Congregation Oheb Sholom, the Jew-
ish Federation of Reading, St. John’s Lutheran, Atonement Luther-
an, Calvary UCC, Immanuel UCC, & St. John’s German Lutheran 
Church. Atonement’s sponsorship of this event comes from the Art 
Smith Memorial Fund with the blessing of Art’s family. 

Amy-Jill Levine, Ph.D. 
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From Our Health Advocate, Dr. Ken  
 
This year’s theme will be safety, emergency preparedness, and emergency education. 
Several projects are planned for this year. 
 
Fourteen individuals have volunteered to be “first aid/first responders.” There will 
be an orientation meeting within the next month for these individuals. A first aid/first 
responder will be scheduled for each worship service to provide initial assistance to 
anyone who experiences a medical emergency or injury. Additional volunteers are 
always welcome to join this group of first aid/first responders. 
 
Classes will be offered on basic first aid, “stop the bleeding,” and hands on CPR. 
Studies have shown that rapid care provides better outcomes when dealing with emer-
gencies. Ushers will have a class on basic first aid and will become familiar with the 
location of the first aid kits and AED equipment and will become familiar with emergency protocols. Adult forums 
will be offered on various topics including fall prevention, wellness, and dealing with emergencies.  
 
Atonement has several well stocked first aid kits, two AED machines and walkers and wheelchairs thanks to the gen-
erosity of our members. 
 
Please watch the bulletin for scheduled class dates and plan to attend these informative and “lifesaving” classes. 

Helping Hands Ministry 
 

You still have time to participate in our 
Helping Hands Ministry, which matches 
Atonement members with home needs to 
those who are willing to provide help in 
meeting those needs. Use the form found 
on the web site at 
https://atonementwyo.org/connect/volunt
eer/helping-hands to sign up to service or 
be served. Paper forms are also available 
in the narthex. Edward Hein and Ken 
Lord will serve as the coordinators of 
this program. If there are any questions, 
please contact Dr. Hein at 610-858-6601 
or Dr. Lord at klord@atonementwyo.org.  

Christmas Cards  
& Calendars 

 

Yes, it's that time of year again! 
Mailboxes are full of unsolicited 
items, but we put them to good 
use! Starting September 1, there 
will be a box by the church office 
to donate cards and calendars. We 
will collect the items only through 
November 1. The calendars go to 
nursing homes, so we want them to 
be colorful and cheerful. The cards 
go there, too, but also to a member 
of Common Ground ministry for 
her card ministry. All donations 
are greatly appreciated. 

Used Postage Stamps 
 

Yes, Atonement member 
Dottie Hill is still collecting 
used postage stamps! Cur-
rently, she is sending them to 
the Audubon Society. If you 
are a bird lover, please clip 
your stamps, leaving at least 
a quarter-inch around the 
outer edge. You can leave 
your stamp donations in Dot-
tie’s mail slot in the church 
office. She will see that the 
Audubon Society receives 
your donation. Thank you! 

Adult Book Study: Reclaiming the “L” Word 
Sundays, September 29-October 27, at 9:45 AM 

 
Reclaiming the "L" Word is a book about renewing congregations by recognizing and living out the core teachings of 
the Lutheran faith. In the introduction, the author states:  

 

"I hope that people of every denomination will find this book helpful as they wrestle with these important issues 
within their own traditions. But this little book is primarily written for those who call themselves Lutheran and, 
specifically, those who are members of ELCA congregations, and it is intended to help us answer central ques-
tions: Who are we? What DOES it mean to be a Lutheran today, anyway? And, why does it matter?"  

 

Inspirational, engaging, and challenging, this book is a must-read for members of Lutheran congregations that are 
striving both to share the gospel and remain true to our heritage! Members and friends of Atonement will gather for 
five Sunday mornings of lively conversation! Books are still available. Sign up for the study on the clipboard in the 
narthex! 

https://atonementwyo.org/connect/volunteer/helping-hands
https://atonementwyo.org/connect/volunteer/helping-hands
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The Men’s Group at the 
Highlands will meet on 
Monday, October 14, at 

10:30 AM, in the market-
ing sales room. 

Spread the Joy of Christmas 
 

The annual Christmas Giving Tree will soon be a reality. Everyone at Atonement has always been so generous and 
caring for the charities that we select. We are happy to provide the following two opportunities for your giving. 
 

The BCIU Teen Pregnancy and Parenthood Program will provide 100 names of  babies and children with basic 
needs. This is the 5th year that we have supported this part of the BCIU. You will choose a boy or girl Christmas tag 
from our Angel Tree in the corner of the narthex. You sign out the tag number on a clipboard and return your gift 
modestly wrapped by the pick up date that will be announced closer to Thanksgiving. Suggested amount to spend is 
$30. 
 

The Reading School District Central Middle School (the original Citadel High School) needs help building a 
school library. We will provide a book mark tag on the tree and you donate by personal check, payable to Atonement 
Lutheran Church, an amount of $15.00 or more. Checks will be collected in a decorated box under the clipboard near 
the tree. You may include a card with the check. Sharon Calder will combine these gift checks into a grant given in 
the church name. The school librarian will choose, order, and pay for the books to be library bound and readily avail-
able in her catalogues. 
 

We will be asking for help to decorate the Angel Tree during the week after Thanksgiving. It will be announced in 
the bulletin. Thank you for your attention and generous support of this wonderful opportunity to help those around 
us during the Christmas Season. 
 

Gail Dawson-White & Sharon Stoner Jack & Carole Lusch 
(right) and Bob and 

Eva Eisenbrown (left) 
were among the vol-
unteers at Humane 
PA’s Walk for the 

Animals and 
Walktoberfest, Sep-
tember, 2019. Thank 

you, Team Atone-
ment! 
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 Spiritual Entrepreneurism Project  

by Madison McCrae 
 

On the fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost, September 22, the assembly 
heard Jesus commend shrewdness to his disciples in Luke 16. “And I tell 
you,” Jesus says in verse nine, “make friends for yourselves by means of 
dishonest wealth so that when it is gone, they may welcome you into the 
eternal homes.” As an introduction to this passage, Pastor Ryan asked for 
a volunteer from among the children in the assembly for a missional ex-
periment. Sixth grader Madison McCrae raised her hand and was invited 
to join Pastor Ryan at the altar. Pastor Ryan gave Madison a $20 bill, and told her that she was to use the money to 
do something Christ-like out in the community in the next week. She should seek Christ’s guidance in prayer, Pastor 
Ryan told her, and could ask her family and friends for ideas. 
 

On the sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost, September 29, Madison gave the following report on her spiritual entrepre-
neurism to the assembly at the 11:00 AM gathering. 

 
When I was given the $20 last Sunday I was super excited and was curious what I 
was going to do. When I went home my Mom posted something on Facebook ask-
ing for ideas. Some were about donating to various fundraisers, buying food, 
clothes, books to give to people, etc. There were a lot of great options, but I wanted 
to do something more original. I wanted to see the outcome and I wanted to know I 
did something. My Dad and Mom matched the $20. So did my Opa and Oma, as 
well as my Mom’s friend. I then had $80, which is something I am very grateful 
for!  
 
I love marine life. It is something I love, and something I’m passionate about. But 
now, every minute, one garbage truck of plastic is dumped into our oceans. That is 
more than 1.5 million pounds of trash getting added into our ocean per hour. This 
came to my attention, so I decided to do something about it. So, my Mom, my 

friend, and I went to Walmart, bought all the reusable bags, and handed them out as 
people walked in the store. Attached to every bag was a note. If you have ever watched the movie or read the book 
Pay It Forward, it’s kind of the same concept. And if you haven’t, I definitely recom-
mend doing so. 
 
One thing I observed, which I didn’t really think about was a lot of people said no. They 
thought there was a gimmick to it. They thought you had to go online, donate, pay for 
something, etc. For some people I had to go back and forth, back and forth, explaining 
that it really was genuinely free. It just shows what our world has come to. Now-a-days 
there are always strings attached and it’s rare to see a person do good just out of the 
kindness of their own heart. But in the end I’m glad that I got to be one of those people.  
 
Now that’s not the only thing I did with the money. I went to the store with my Father 
and bought $50 worth of food, and put them in the shopping cart in the narthex. We 
bought soups, canned fruit, yogurt, cheese crackers, pasta, mac and cheese, mashed po-

tatoes, and some other things. Homelessness is a grow-
ing problem in America. And I’m pretty sure all of you know it.  
 
I’m very glad I got to work through Christ and with him throughout this journey. I 
could tell he was with me while I was doing good. I loved this assignment and it has 
inspired me to help more people. I hope all of you in the congregation take this home 
and somehow make a difference this week—big or small. Thank you.  
 
Great job, Madison! Thank you for accepting this assignment and taking it so seri-
ously! Your mission not only attracted the participation of your family, friends, and 
community; it also showed God’s unconditional love to strangers. Your testimony 
was an inspiration to the followers of Jesus at Atonement of all ages to find our own 
meaningful ways to make friends for the gospel by living generously! 
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Orientation to Discipleship 
 

On Sunday, September 22, at 9:45 AM, 90 members and friends of Atonement gathered with Pastor Ryan for the 
congregation’s Orientation to Discipleship for the 2019-2020 program year. 
 

After a time of song and prayer, Pastor Ryan gave his presentation. He began by reminding us about the biblical ori-
gins of discipleship. In his Great Commission (Matthew 28:18-20), Jesus tells his disciples, “God therefore and 
make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and 
teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you.” On the day of Pentecost, we see the early Church begin 
to live into this calling by dedicating themselves to ritual worship, apostolic teaching, supportive fellowship, and 
servant leadership. This simple journey of discipleship attracted others to the Way of Jesus. Acts 2:47b reports, “And 
day by day the Lord added to their number…” Despite this rapid growth, however, the work of making disciples re-
mained a “small batch” process for quite some time. 
 

As Christianity began to function as the state religion 
of the Roman Empire, the journey of discipleship had 
to be scaled for the large influx of converts. What Pas-
tor Ryan calls the “imperial” process of making disci-
ples connected the journey of discipleship to the 
rhythms of life. The rhythm of each day shaped a 
Christian’s prayers. The rhythm of each week shaped a 
Christian’s participation in public worship. The rhythm 
of each year connected the life and teachings of Jesus 
to the cycles of the natural world. And the rhythm of an 
individual human life connected certain life milestones 
to Christian spirituality through the seven Sacraments. 
Religious authorities supported this version of the journey of discipleship by managing the system of Christian terri-
tories and by serving as missionaries on non-Christian territories. Lay people supported this system by having lots of 
children on Christian territories and sometimes by serving in militaries that conquered non-Christian territories. It 
should be noted that we have come to understand this kind of military action as antithetical to the Way of Jesus.  
 

For many centuries, this system of discipleship through the rhythms of life functioned as intended. In the mid and 
late twentieth century, however, certain changes began to compromise the imperial system’s effectiveness. With the 
creation of extended adolescence, for example, there came to be a significant span of time between a young person’s 
Confirmation and Marriage, during which time it became very easy to get out of the habit of participating in Church. 
As lifetimes dramatically increased, there also came to be a significant span of time between when an adult complet-
ed the discipleship of the next generation and when that parent’s own earthly life came to an end (retirement). Not 
only were adults choosing to delay having kids, but with the creation of modern family planning, they were having 
fewer kids (sometimes far fewer). And finally, as people of all ages left their respective tribes behind to chase educa-
tion, jobs, and weather all around the country and world (diaspora), their organic, familial sense of connection to the 
Church diminished or even disappeared. These and other changes have led to the decline of congregation-based or-
ganized religion. According to a recent study by a professor at Luther Seminary, if the trend of decline remains 
steady, there will be only 16,000 people in worship on any given Sunday at congregations of the Evangelical Lu-
theran Church in America by the early 2040s. 
 

Among those who feel called by the Spirit to renew the Church’s ministry of making disciples there is some sense 
that the path forward is to be found in the Church’s most ancient past. We are not giving up the imperial system of 
discipleship through the rhythms of life. We are striving to recover the simple journey of discipleship described in 
Acts: ritual worship that leads to instruction in the Way of Jesus; instruction that leads to participation in support-
ive, intentional small groups; small groups that inspire and shape servant leadership; all of which God uses to cre-
ate conditions for personal growth and growth of the Jesus Movement. Here at Atonement, we will be focusing on 
the second and third parts of that simple journey of discipleship, instruction and small groups, during the 9:45 AM 
multi-purpose hour over the course of the 2019-2020 program year. We began with a book study on the guiding 
principles of Jesus’ Way on September 29, which continues through October 27. Beginning in November, we will 
have a series of one-month topical “Bible labs” that will combine instruction and small grouping. Next spring, we 
will be gathering in order to prayerfully discern both our local accent on the aforementioned guiding principles and 
our wager on what adventure the Spirit of Jesus is calling Atonement to next! 
 

If you are sensing a nudge from the Spirit of Jesus to reprioritize your faith, and/or if you desire to see Atonement 
grow to look more like Jesus, please plan on participating in our congregation’s journey of discipleship this year! 


