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Atonement in Action
Autumn Schedule
Sunday Worship
8:30 & 11:00 AM
Sunday School for all ages
9:45 AM
Bible Study
Thursdays at 1:30 PM

Jesus is Lord.
Everyone is welcome.
Love changes people.
Everyone has
something to offer.
The world needs
what we have.
from Reclaiming the “L” Word

On Sunday, October 6, Atonement commemorated St. Francis with our second annual Blessing of the Animals following both services.
Thirty animals friends were present this year,
including cats, dogs, a guinea pig, a turtle,
three crabs, and a snake (pictured with Pastor
Ryan right). The pastors blessed many more
photos and tokens of animal friends who were
unable to attend worship that day. Thank you
to everyone for participating in this sacred fun!
A t o nem e nt L u t h er a n C h u rc h
5 Wyo mi ssi ng Boul e var d, Wyo mi ssi ng, Pennsyl vani a 19610
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Sunday School this Fall:
Fruit of the Spirit
It is joyous to hear the busy sounds of children with the fall Sunday School unit, Fruit of
the Spirit, well under way! We have danced, we have created science reactions, we
have created artwork, and we have enjoyed getting to know our Atonement friends as
we continue to explore each of the 9 virtues.
And there are still a few more weeks that you won’t want to miss! Coming in November,
we will be busy generously and lovingly preparing and producing different items that
will be shared with three different community ministries we serve here at Atonement. Our young Atonement stewards will be making some wintry decorations to adorn the flower boxes, making welcoming activity baskets and
mealtime placemats for our Family Promise guests, and decorating cards and gift bags that will be filled with personal care items and children’s activities for those attending lunch at Opportunity House.
Thank you to all Sunday School families and the larger Atonement family for your gracious contributions for our
gift bags! We look forward to these culminating projects that reflect what we have learned about living a life guided
by the Holy Spirit. Please be sure to join us at the 11:00 AM service on November 24, as we celebrate the conclusion of the first unit and bless all of these special items that the children have prepared.

“Long distance hugs” made for Mr. Garipoli during our Kindness lesson.

Connect Winter Camp
Did you know? Bear Creek Camp doesn’t just hold summer camps. There’s a winter camp for teens and kids too!
This little blurb is from the camp’s e-newsletter: Our theme for winter camp is “Breathe: giving all our worries to
God.” It is based on Philippians 4:6-7 that says, do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. The peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.
We are excited to have 9th -12th graders at camp January 10-12 and 4th-8th graders at camp January 24-26!
This exciting and refreshing weekend only cost $115. Registration will open for Winter Camp October 21.
Also, for those of you already making summer plans, make sure you include a week at camp for your young person,
or your whole family!
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Youth Ministry in October
League of Lutherans!

Junior Youth Group for 4th-6th graders
3rd Sundays of the month, 4:30-6:00 PM
Our Laserquest adventure was so fun! We
had 14 youth and 3 adults shooting at each
other (all in good fun) in the name of Jesus.
For November we’ll gather in the church
gym before playing some games in the
dark – so bring your flashlight or headlamp
and a friend on November 17, 4:30-6 PM.

All 4th-6th graders welcome: members,
friends of the congregation, and friends in
the community!

Confirmation!
Confirmation students continue to gather for worship, Bible study, and Catechesis as we seek together to look more
like Jesus. And…we celebrated with eight youth who were confirmed on Sunday, October 27 at the 11:00 AM worship service. They are (top row, left to right) Richard Gentry, Brayden Reis, Adam Musser, Ryan Laubach, (bottom
row, left to right) Ian Levering, Nick Crocona, Luke Bialek, and Alexa Duke. Thank you for being there to support
them!

High School Small Group
This past month, this small group met at Duncan’s
Corn Maze for exploration and a hay ride, and then
gathered at Pastor Julie’s house afterward for fire and
s’mores. For November, we’ll be seeking to schedule
an ESCAPE ROOM adventure together. Stay tuned to
your email/text for more details. Not sure you’re on
the list? Contact Pastor Julie to check.
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Preschool News
Atonement Christian Preschool is a busy place this time of year! October was non-stop
with picture days with photographer Meghan White, field trips to the Wyomissing Fire
Station and Brecknock Orchard, and our Halloween celebrations. Some of our 3’s and 4’s
classes enjoyed a complementary Joy of Movement dance class offered by Dance Centers.
The Preschool Home & School Association (HSA) ran a Joe Corbi fundraiser in October.
The funds raised will help the HSA in hosting our annual events and purchasing “big
ticket” items for the preschool. It was a fun-filled fall month!
As we enter November, we take a breath (at least we try to) and reflect on all that we are
thankful for. In November the children will learn health lessons on nutrition and our body. The 3-to-5-year-olds will
also have their vision screened by Vision Resource Center of Berks County. The PreK class will explore the various
departments of the grocery store on their field trip to Weis Markets. Pastor Julie will visit the 4’s and PreK classes
to introduce them to the children’s Bible and share stories from it. All classes will learn about Thanksgiving including stories of the Pilgrims and Native Americans. The PreK classes will get to visit the North American Indian
exhibit at the Reading Public Museum. We celebrate with in-class Feasts before our Thanksgiving Break. We wish
everyone a Happy Thanksgiving!
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November Bible Lab
WHAT IF…GOD HAS OTHER PLANS? This Bible Lab for
adults will meet in the nave on the Sundays of November at 9:45
AM. Pastor Ryan will be teaching on finding hope when life
throws you the unexpected, based on the new book by Charles
Swindoll. This series will build on what we’ve learned about our
five guiding principles that we learned about in this fall’s book
study, Reclaiming the “L” Word.
•

November 3, What if God wants you to do something new? How God helps us to overcome our excuses
(guiding principle #4, Everyone has something to offer).

•

November 10, What if God isn’t taking away the pain? How God helps us to persevere when times are hard
(guiding principle #1, Jesus is Lord).

•

November 17, What if you can’t forgive someone? How God frees us from our grudges (guiding principle #3,
Love changes people).

•

November 24, What if someone kicks you when you’re down? How God keeps us from being paralyzed by unfair criticism (guiding principle #4, The world needs what we have).

Reclaiming the “L” Word
From September 29, through October 27, members and
friends of the congregation gathered in four conversation
groups to study the book, Reclaiming the “L” Word, by
Kelly Fryer. In the book, the author describes the five guiding principles of a Lutheranism-in-mission. They are the
following: Jesus is Lord; everyone is welcome; love changes
people; everyone has something to offer; and the world
needs what we have. In our conversations about these principles, we began to practice asking ourselves, “What is God
saying to me?” and “What is God saying to us?” Thank you
to everyone who participated in this important conversation!
And a special word of thanks to our conversation group
leaders: Tyler Rankin, Sarah Smith, Bryan Wang, George
Fulton, and Ed Hein (not pictured).

Sunday Morning Servants — Winter Quarter
During the month of November, you will have the opportunity to sign up to serve as a Sunday Morning Servant for
the months of December, January, and February. You will be able to sign up to serve in one of four positions. Lectors read the first and second lessons during the Liturgy of the Word. Communion ministers help the pastors to
distribute wine and bread. Assisting ministers lead the assembly in prayer. And greeters make sure everyone feels
the warm welcome of Christ as they arrive for worship. Please prayerfully consider signing up to do one of these
four jobs at one service (either 8:30 or 11:00 AM) about once a month for the winter quarter. The office directly
schedules these four positions. If you would like to join an usher team, please contact Mick Bryan, who is our lead
usher and handles the scheduling of that important ministry. If you would like to serve as an audio-visual tech,
please contact Bob Hoch, who trains and schedules our techs. The office can put you in touch with both these gentlemen. We also need new volunteers to join the rotation for the role of deacon. Deacons at Atonement help to prepare
the building for worship. One of their most important jobs is preparing the coffee! We have a great group of folks
who have been discharging the duties of the deacon for many years, but we could use a few more volunteers. The
sign-up sheet for the winter quarter of Sunday Morning Servants will be available in the narthex (lobby) on the first
Sunday of November. You do not need to be a member of the congregation to volunteer to serve. And you don’t
need to already know how to do the job. Training will be provided!
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Sunday worship this November
All Saints Sunday ♦ November 3
Pastor Ryan preaching ♦ Communion at both services
Remembrance of the Departed at both services
In holy baptism God makes saints out of sinners. In holy communion God
forgives the sins of all the saints. In the assembly today we give thanks for
all the saints “who from their labors rest,” who have fought the good
fight, who have gained the crown. In the same breath we petition our God
for the strength to hear and to heed the admonitions of the Lord Jesus in
today’s gospel. Recalling that we have been sealed by the Spirit and sustained by the Savior’s body and blood, we keep on keeping on as God
gives us breath, to the praise of God’s glory.

the twenty-second Sunday after Pentecost ♦ Nov. 10
Pastor Julie preaching ♦ Communion at 11:00 AM
We worship on the first day of the week because our Savior was raised on
that day. Every Sunday is a little Easter. This Sunday feels more like Easter than many as the appointed texts celebrate the reality of the resurrection. Live it up this Lord’s day. Our God is the God of the living.

the twenty-third Sunday after Pentecost ♦ Nov. 17
Pastor Ryan preaching ♦ Communion at both services
The end is near. There is no doubt about it. The warnings are dire. The
tone of today’s texts is ominous. But the baptized know how to live in the
“meantimes.” The baptized are strengthened for the living of these days
in word and sacrament. The baptized rally around the invitation of the
apostle: “Brothers and sisters, do not be weary in doing what is right.”

Christ the King ♦ November 24
Pastor Ryan preaching ♦ Communion at 11:00 AM
Jeremiah’s promise of the execution of “justice and righteousness in the
land” finds ironic fulfillment in the execution of Jesus of Nazareth, the
King of the Jews. It appears so utterly contradictory that the king should
be crucified with the criminal. This victory appears for all the world as
ignominious defeat. Yet through the gate of death our Lord opens the
door to paradise.

Complete readings for the
Sundays of November
November 3
Daniel 7:1-3, 15-18
Psalm 149
Ephesians 1:11-23
Luke 6:20-31
November 10
Job 19:23-27a
Psalm 17:1-9
2 Thessalonians 2:1-5, 13-17
Luke 20:27-38
November 17

Malachi 4:1-2a
Psalm 98
2 Thessalonians 3:6-13
Luke 21:5-19
November 24
Jeremiah 23:1-6
Psalm 46
Colossians 1:11-20
Luke 23:33-43

Thursday Bible Study

Thanksgiving Eve Worship

Wednesday, November 27, 7:30 PM, in Lundin Hall
Start a new Thanksgiving tradition! Join us as Atonement
and Common Ground gather together and celebrate all we
have to be thankful for! Music by the Atonement Choir and
Youth Singers.
6

Thursday Bible Study resumed on September 19, at
1:30 PM. Do you ever feel like the Sunday morning readings are random, confusing, or otherwise
strange? If so, this gathering is for you! Come and
join this group of between 15 and 30 members
and friends of Atonement as we learn about the
coming Sunday’s texts. The coming Sunday’s
preacher will be with us for about an hour each
week to explain the background of the texts and
how they relate to one another. No Bible study experience is necessary! Come and learn things about
the faith you don’t know that you don’t know!

Volume 19, Issue 11

Atonement In Action

November, 2019

Music in Worship this November
November 2 — On All Saints Sunday we remember our loved ones
who have died, especially those who joined the saints triumphant in the
past year. See article below about the Dixieland Mass at both services!
November 10 — Atonement Flute Ensemble will play at both services,
and Atonement Choir sings at 11:00 AM.
November 17 — Our children’s choirs join Atonement Choir at 11:00
AM to offer music by the beloved Lutheran composer Johann Sebastian
Bach.
November 24 — Guest organist Reid Simmons, a senior at Twin Valley High School, brings his musical talents to our worship.

Guest Organist Reid Simmons

“Dixieland Mass”
Sunday, November 3, 8:30 & 11:00 AM Worship
Don’t miss worship on November 3, as we celebrate All Saints Sunday
with “Dixieland Mass” at both services, featuring Atonement Choir and
Atonement Youth Singers, accompanied by an instrumental ensemble that
includes trumpet, trombone, clarinet, tuba, piano, drums and banjo!
“Dixieland Mass” was written by Dale Jergenson, the music director of St. Cyril of Jerusalem Church in Encino,
CA. As a result of the physical and emotional devastation caused by Hurricane Katrina in New Orleans and the
surrounding area in 2005, the choir of St. Cyril’s wanted to pay tribute to the city, its citizens, and its musical legacy.
The combining of the common musical language of New Orleans and the Mass became their way of offering their
love and respect.
Bring your family, friends, and neighbors to this lively worship experience: “When the Saints Go Marching In,”
“Down by the Riverside,” and much more!

Winds of the Badlands Concert
Sunday, November 10, 4:00 PM, at Atonement
Husband and wife team Jill Haley, oboe; and Dave Cullen, guitar; join forces with Tom Yenser, piano, for this brand
-new creation of Jill’s combining music and video in a moving tribute to Badlands National Park. Free will offering
to benefit Atonement’s arts ministry.

Berks Youth Chorus:
Sounds of Light
Sunday, November 3, 4:00 PM,
at Atonement
Brighten your day with the glorious
sounds of BYC and Echo, the select ensemble from Opus One: Berks Chamber
Choir. Through music, even the darkest
skies shine, helping us to face a new day.
For advanced tickets, call 610-898-7664.
7
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Sunday Attendance in October
First Sunday in October
Second Sunday in October
Third Sunday in October
Fourth Sunday in October

2019
264
209
261
263

2018
328
234
291
263

Total October attendance

997

1,116

November, 2019

September Financial Report
August Unrestricted Income
August Expenses

$ 68,616
$ 88,616

Year-to-date Unrestricted Income
Year-to-date Unrestricted Expenses

$750,298
$749,102

Capital Campaign Update:

Pastoral Acts — October 2019

as of September 30, 2019

$907,880 received,
$565,705 spent

October 5
Pastor Julie served as Chaplain at
the Synod Event, We Love

Thank you so much, Atonement,
for your incredible generosity!

October 6
Blessing of the Animals

If you have any questions about your contributions, contact
Amy Rogers at the church office.

October 12
Funeral for L. Jack Marten

Gifts of stocks or securities are always welcome
donations. If you plan to give stock or securities,
please notify the office of the pending donation to
Atonement’s Schwab Account at Weik Investments
(the office will provide account number, etc.), along
with the purpose for which you are donating it, the
name of the stock, its value, where it is coming
from, and who the donor is.
Don’t forget that your offering can be given by
credit card on our website, by texting to the number 610-624-8412, and by scanning the QR code
below with your smart phone.

from the Prayer Team

Jesus came and stood among
them and said,
“Peace be with you...”

October 13
Blessing of the CROP Walkers
October 20
Baptism for Chloe Elise Leh
October 26
Wedding of Brian Gillease and Breanne Millisock
October 27
Affirmation of Baptism for Confirmands
Luke Bialek, Nick Crocona, Alexa Duke, Richard Gentry,
Ryan Laubach, Ian Levering, Adam Musser, Brayden Reis

Memorials &Gifts
Thanksgiving and Memorial Fund
In memory of June Feeman
from Heidi J. Brooks
Gretchen and Daniel Cale
Joda Hoffman Coolidge
John Feeman and family
John kitsch
Phyllis A. Lowe
Vivian M. Smith
Kevin and Cynthia Bernier
Lisa G. Chernick
Elizabeth B. Gaul
Neal and Margaret Greenberg
In memory of Lucy Lundin
from Elizabeth B.Rothermel
Dottie Hill

John 20:10

The Men’s Group at the Highlands
will meet on Monday, Nov. 11, at 10:30
AM, in the marketing sales room.

In memory of Kathryn Kaufman
from George and Brenda (Ruth) Levan
Joanne H. Nye
In honor of Tim and Carol Romig’s home sale
from their realtors, John and Desiree Heinz
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Capital Campaign Update from
Sharon Calder
Water Remediation
The water remediation to the foundation, stucco/dry-vit, and clerestory windows will be
finished, hopefully, by November 1. The alley side of the building has had the permanent
scaffolding removed and final work is being done by lifts to the highest areas. In the last
phase of the dry-it, blue water-resistant sealant has been put on, and then a darker coat will
be applied with channels to let the water run down behind the styrofoam. The church windows all have new, water-tight frames to prevent any leaking. The foundation above the
basement has been taken apart and new flashing put in all around. New, larger gutters have been ordered and will be
installed to handle larger amounts of rain, and we are in the process of caulking everything.
The south portico below the doors to the sanctuary has a large crack caused by water seepage from above (which
has been remedied), and the front end will be removed and replaced by concrete, with proper caulking all around.
Flashing is also being made and will be installed in the round window above the altar, which had none before.
The caulking joints are good for now, but will have to be maintained every 10-15 years. There are several other potential projects that were discovered in the forensics that we had done, but we can do those in the years to come under our maintenance fund.
The last phase of this major project will be to dry out the gym and storage rooms in the basement. That means getting the water content down to normal, which might take a while, and then it will be painted. This will remove the
“moldy” smell that some have experienced down there and make the room look like new.

Parking Lot Extension
After the parsonage was demolished, the lot was filled and the work on the storm water management system was
started. The contractor, Reiff Brothers, found that there were several utility lines in the area that were not noted on
the plans, plus bedrock that was not expected. Thus, the excavation has taken longer than we thought. Now that they
are down the alley to Lincoln Avenue, the bedrock has gotten less, so things should progress more smoothly. However, this will put us behind a couple of weeks, as well as an increase expenses. They still hope to be done with the
parking lot by around November 20.

Council Update from
Council Member Debbie Gentry
Greetings from Church Council!
Have you ever looked at a person or place that is special to you and had a vision of what it or they could grow into
given the proper guidance and support?
It’s that exact experience that led me to joining Atonement Church Council.
Joining Council has provided an opportunity to expand not only my efforts but also assist the church’s efforts in
reaching out and bringing in families of all kinds that want to be part of a bigger family—God’s family—creating a
second home of sorts or joining “the Family Business” as has been said at a few baptisms (usually followed by some
chuckles from the pews).
Now I am not saying I can move mountains but I can say how I feel. And that is what happened when Bryan Wang
called and asked if I would be interested in serving on Church Council. The call, or the “tap on the shoulder” as Pastor Ryan explains it, was happening. Did responding with a yes create anxiety for myself? YES! That simply means I
care. The outcome cannot be controlled, but I can give my best effort and say what I think and how I feel about decisions regarding Atonement’s future. I can try. It’s the least I can do for this special place that served me and my family in various ways. It’s my time to give back.
In the end, don’t be scared to give. Not when you feel that tap on your shoulder. You’ll probably be surprised with
what you can do. After all, who better to see our untapped potential than God?
9
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A View from your
Pastoral Care Coordinator
In October’s newsletter, we gave you an overview of Pastoral Care at Atonement. There
also was an invitation to pay attention to your own potential needs for pastoral care. Has
God been nudging you to become more involved in pastoral care at Atonement? In your
times of quiet and times of prayer have you been moved to share a concern regarding
your own need or the need of another?
Effective pastoral care at Atonement requires communication. Pastor Ryan describes it
as tattling on ourself or one another. That always makes me laugh! Yet, there is truth
there! Your eyes or ears may behold another’s pain or discomfort. Do you ignore it?
Look away? Take it to your prayer closet? Or do you take it one of the pastors or a member of the Pastoral Care
Team?
Next time, might you gently and tenderly offer a sense of your presence alongside them? Let them know they are not
alone. Your presence alongside another can open a door. Please let us know when pastoral care is needed. We have
a safety net in place so people don’t fall through the cracks.
Contact Crystal in the church office at 610-375-3512, or me at lhein@atonementwyo.org.
Trusting in our Shepherd,
Lois Hein

From Our Health Advocate, Dr. Ken
We Need Help! Atonement Blood Drive
We host a blood drive four times a year. Unfortunately, our blood donations continue to
decline. In the past we have collected an average of 25 units of blood per blood drive.
We only collected 13 units of blood in each of our last two events. Our donor list continues to decline due to age and health issues. The same dedicated individuals donate at
every blood drive. WE NEED “NEW BLOOD.” Please consider becoming a blood
donor. The procedure is relatively painless and only takes about 45 minutes.
There is NO SUBSTITUTE for blood. Blood transfusions are life-saving in many instances. The blood donated here at Atonement STAYS LOCALLY, so you are providing health resources to your neighbors, friends, and possibly family. Please sign up to be
a blood donor. BE A HERO.
Atonement’s next blood drive will be held Tuesday November 5, from 1:00 PM until 6:00 PM (note the time
change) in Lundin Hall. We really need your help in this important ministry. Please sign up on-line at
www.giveapint.org. Go to “Blood Drive Calendar” in the heading, then “Schedule to Donate” in the next heading,
then search by zip 19610. Check “Mobile” and put start and end dates as 11/5/19. When sites are listed, select
Atonement and click on the Schedule. You can sign up for any available slot. You may also come as a walk-in—no
one will be turned away. Please consider donating at this very needy time. If you have questions call Ken Lord M.D.
at 610-375-3512 Ext 104 or email at klord@atonementwyo.org.

Transportation Ministry
Our transportation ministry is available to provide transportation to individuals for medical appointments when
needed. Please request such transportation at least one week in advance of the appointment in order that your request can be processed.
Ken Lord, M.D.
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Update on Stephen Ministry
at Atonement
Your Stephen Ministry program had a busy summer and early fall with four
new Care Receivers assigned to Stephen Ministers. Ray Warmkessel and I
are part of the Pastoral Care Team meetings each week, where we learn
about members of our faith community who might benefit from one of our
caring ministry programs, including Stephen Ministry. Lois Hein, one of
our trained Stephen Leaders, also serves as coordinator of the Pastoral Care
Team. Ed Hein and Ted Hershberger also serve as Stephen Leaders
with the program. When one of our pastors or a Stephen Leader is informed
of a possible referral, one of the Stephen Leaders arranges a time to meet
with that individual and explain how the Stephen Ministry program functions. After that discussion, when appropriate, the individual is invited to
participate in the program as a Care Receiver. If they agree to participate,
then a Stephen Minister is assigned to meet with him or her.
A Stephen Minister is...
• a child of God who walks with someone who is hurting;
• a lay congregation member who is carefully trained to serve in this role;
• a caring Christian friend who listens, cares, prays, supports and encourages; and
• someone who meets faithfully with his/her care receiver as long as there is a need.
Our program is designed to support and walk with someone who finds himself or herself struggling with some serious or crisis situation. The care giver - care receiver relationship might last for a short time period or lengthier, depending on each care receiver’s situation. We invite any member of the congregation who feels they might benefit
from our program, to speak to one of the pastors or one of the Stephen Leaders. Women in our congregation have
been quite willing to seek our help but I want to encourage more men to do so, if they recognize such a need. Talk
to a Pastor or Stephen Leader.
Stephen Ministry is Your Ministry. You play an important role in our Ministry. Here is what you can do:
• Pray for God to bring hope and healing to our care receivers.
• Accept care from a Stephen Minister during your time of need.
• Tell another member of our faith community about our program.
• If you are a compassionate person and good listener, prayerfully consider becoming a Stephen Minister.
We had a great discussion and learning session in September with Chris O’Reilly, on the topic of using mindfulness
to improve communication with our Care Receivers with the goal of strengthening that relationship. There was great
participation by our Stephen Ministers and leadership by Chris without his planned AV support. A special thanks to
Chris.
Anyone with questions about our SM program can pick up a brochure from the pews or speak to one of the pastors
or Stephen Leaders. We are available to you. I invite you to talk to one of us.
Dan Kimball, Stephen Leader

Helping Hands Ministry
You still have time to participate in our Helping Hands Ministry, which matches Atonement members with home
needs to those who are willing to provide help in meeting those needs. Use the form found on the web site at
https://atonementwyo.org/connect/volunteer/helping-hands to sign up to service or be served. Paper forms are also
available in the narthex. Edward Hein and Ken Lord will serve as the coordinators of this program. If there are any
questions, please contact Dr. Hein at 610-858-6601 or Dr. Lord at klord@atonementwyo.org.
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Flower Boxes of Love Project
December 7, 9:30 AM - 12:00 PM
It is time again for refreshing flower boxes and growing friendships with the people in the Ricktown neighborhood
of Reading. We have installed lots flower boxes in Reading. On Saturday, December 7, we will fill them with pine
and holly boughs and bright bows and the decorations made during the Fruits of the Spirit Sunday School unit,
and share hot chocolate and cookies. This project is one tangible, visible way to love your neighbor. The flower boxes are simply a door opener for building relationships while also serving as an inspiration for residents and passersby. This is a great family activity, since all ages have the basic requirements: an ability to smile and willingness to
get your hands dirty!
We will need donations of greens and holly this year, since we are missing the donor from past years of lots of white
pine. Also, help will be needed to mail postcards and make the bright bows ahead of time! If you are a Thrivent
member, you can apply for a $250 Action Team Grant that can be used to buy stamps and refreshments.
Sign up at the narthex clipboard rack, online at https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0e49a9a822a4f94-flower6
found on the Atonement website under Connect/Volunteer/Flower Boxes of Love, or contact Dorothy DeLong by email pbjdelong@comcast.net or phone 484-529-0878 with questions and ideas.

At the 11:00 AM service
on Sunday, October 13, the
assembly blessed Team
Atonement for the annual
CROP Walk. Team Atonement raised over $1,300 to
help end hunger in Berks
County! Special thanks to
Michelle Endy, Cathy Durand, all of our walkers,
and all of our donors!

Spread the Joy of Christmas
The annual Christmas Giving Tree will soon be a reality. Everyone at Atonement has always been so generous and
caring for the charities that we select. We are happy to provide the following three opportunities for your giving:
The BCIU Teen Pregnancy and Parenthood Program will provide 100 names of babies and children with
basic needs. This is the 5th year that we have supported this part of the BCIU. Your choir of Boy or Girl Angel
tags will be available on the tree for you to select and sign out the clipboard. Suggested amount to spend is $30.
The Reading School District Central Middle School (the original Citadel High School) needs help building a
school library. Use the book mark tags on the tree to donate money for book purchases. Donate by personal
check, payable to Atonement Lutheran Church, with “Angel Tree Books” on the memo line. Checks will be collected in a decorated box under the clipboard near the tree. You may include a card with the check. Sharon Calder will combine these gift checks into a grant given in the church name. The school librarian will choose, order,
and pay for the books to be library bound and readily available in her catalogues.
We will also be collecting donations of children’s underwear, solid washable pullover sweaters, mittens, hats,
and gloves for sizes 6, 8, 10, and 12 for children at Lauer’s Park Elementary School.
We will decorate the Angel Tree Wednesday, November 20, at 1:00 PM in the narthex. This ensures that you have
three Sundays to pick your tags and return the gifts prior to Friday, December 13, in order to distribute to the recipients in a timely manner. If you can not bring your presents on a Sunday, or get to church during the weekday office
hours between 10:00 AM and 3:00 PM, you may drop your presents at Gail Dawson-White’s house, 1942 Meadow
Lane, Womissing, PA 19610.
Thank you for your generosity!
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Family Promise
Host Week Dec 8-15, 2019
Family Promise of Berks County is people of faith working together to provide homeless families and youth with
help for today and hope for the future. Their ‘home’ while in the program is a different church each week. During
the day Family Promise works with the families to find jobs, housing and whatever support they need to get back on
an even keel. Atonement is ‘home’ for families several times a year and will be ‘home’ starting on Dec 8. Volunteer
more than once to get to know our guests better! We will be using the placemats made during the Fruits of the
Spirit Sunday School unit!
SIGN UP ONLINE at https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0e49a9a822a4f94-family16
Watch a 15 minute training video https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eYxru3Xq-gw

Find these links on www.Atonementwyo.org
under Connect, click on Volunteer, then Family Promise
or PHONE Dorothy DeLong at 484-529-0878 to volunteer

JOB DESCRIPTIONS
Set up: Sun. Dec 8. Make beds, organize kitchen areas for guests.
Shopper: 6:30 PM on Sun. Dec 8. Meet with guests and make a list of breakfast and lunch foods they need and
then go buy it. You can be reimbursed for the expense.
Dinner Prep & Evening Host: 5:15 or 6:15 – 8:30 PM + prep time –TWO needed each night. Prepare a hot
meal at home or in the church kitchen. Serve & eat dinner with guests. Socialize and assist parents with children’s needs. Great job for a family! Teams OK! Note—guests come at 5:15 PM Sunday and Saturday,
6:15 PM on weekdays.
Overnight Host & Breakfast Prep: 8:30 PM – 7:00 AM (or earlier) –TWO needed each night. Spend time
with guests, sleep at church and be available in case of emergency. Set out & put away breakfast foods in the
morning. Note guests leave at 10:00 AM on Saturday morning (after Friday overnight) and at 8:00 AM on
Sunday morning (after Saturday overnight).
Saturday Breakfast Prep: 8:00 AM – 10:00 AM. Families often like a hot breakfast on Saturday, but some just
like to sleep in. Make breakfast and hang out till families leave at 10:00 AM.
Pack Up: Dec. 15 at 7:30 AM. Take down beds, load them into truck. Takes about 30 minutes. Guests help.
Laundry: after host week. Wash a guest’s bedding. Pick up after Pack Up and return to church for future host
weeks. Need as many people as there are beds used.
Financial Contributions: If you cannot serve physically, you can still help! Financial contributions cover the
cost of breakfast food, lunch food for families to pack for work and school for the week, and sundries like
shampoo, diapers, toothpaste, etc. $50 sponsors a person for the week or any amount is appreciated to help
with the ongoing costs of breakfast, lunch and sundries. Write Family Promise in the memo line of your
check.

Need Prayer?
The prayer team is a ministry here at Atonement that will pray for all requests daily. You can make your needs
known by calling the church office or filling out a blue prayer request form found in the pews and in the narthex
with the prayer request box. Interested in joining this ministry and becoming a pray-er with us? We meet the first
Tuesday each month at the Highlands Skilled Nursing unit. Please consider being a part of our ministry!
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Northeastern Pennsylvania Synod
Building Inclusive Churches
On Saturday, October 5, I served as a chaplain, gathering with about 30 people
from around the synod for a training event on building inclusive churches, specifically with regards to our sisters and brothers who identify as LGBTQ+. The
event was called We Love. The keynote speaker, Jamie Bruesehoff, ELCA Lutheran mom of three, including a transgender daughter, opened the day with
sharing her story. This dynamic speaker introduced the themes of inclusivity
with the understanding that all of us are made in God’s image, and helped us
grasp the life and death gravity of radical acceptance and love with some startling statistics regarding LGBTQ+ youth. For example, did you know that…
•
•
•
•

39% of LGBTQ youth seriously considered attempting suicide in the past twelve months, with more than half of
transgender and non-binary youth having seriously considered.
2 in 3 LGBTQ youth reported that someone tried to convince them to change their sexual orientation or gender
identity, with youth who have undergone conversion therapy more than twice as likely to attempt suicide as
those who did not .
LGBTQ youth who report having at least one accepting adult were 40% less likely to report a suicide attempt in
the past year.
(Above statistics courtesy of The Trevor Project 2019 National Survey.)
And…73% of LGBTQ youth have experienced verbal threats because of their actual or perceived identity
(statistic courtesy of Human Rights Campaign 2018 Youth Report).

Welcome could be a matter of life and death, and as we’ve learned from our book study, Everyone is Welcome because Jesus is Lord and he says so.
The day continued with two rounds of workshops ranging from Welcoming Basics to Worship, Words, and Welcome
to Bi-mago Dei: What Bisexual People Reveal About God. Workshops opened up safe spaces to talk about questions,
learn something new, and provide context and vocabulary for how to talk about God’s welcome of all in our congregational contexts where all don’t feel welcome. We ended the day in worship together using inclusive music and
words from a variety of resources.
Through the course of the day, I served as a resource for individual conversation as well as sharing insights from personal experience in some of the workshops. In the end I came away with a sense of joy, hope for the church on earth,
and resources to use going forward.
Most congregations want to be welcoming; my hope is that we at Atonement can be not only welcoming but also
affirming, and a safe space where our guiding principle “Everyone is welcome” is truly lived out. Know that my office is a such a safe space for conversation anytime because you are a child of God, made in God’s image, and called
Beloved. f you are confused, challenged, delighted or anything else at what you just read, come talk to me for more
information, conversation, or help wrestling with these ideas.

Pledge Campaign for 2020
Each Fall, the members and friends of our congregation take time to pledge their financial support for this ministry in
the coming year. This process of pledging is first and foremost a spiritual discipline through which followers of
Jesus ask themselves, “Is my financial support for the Church commensurate with my gratitude to God for all the
gifts God has given me through the life of Church?” The process of pledging is also helpful in a very practical way.
Each Fall, our congregation’s Council and Staff must prepare a budget for the coming year, a budget that only the
congregation has the power to approve at our annual meeting on the last Sunday of January. This year, our leadership
wants to make sure we prepare a realistic budget that keeps our ministry living within the means entrusted to it.
2020 Pledge Cards will be available beginning in November. Please take some time over the coming weeks to
prayerfully consider your financial partnership with Atonement. Both members and friends of the Atonement congregation are welcome to show their support for what the Spirit of Jesus is doing through Atonement in this important way! Thank you for everything you have done, said, and shared with Atonement! And thank you for everything you will share in 2020!
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