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Atonement in Action
Winter Schedule
Sunday Worship
8:30 & 11:00 AM
Sunday School for all ages
9:45 AM
Bible Study
Thursdays at 1:30 PM

Jesus is Lord.
Everyone is welcome.

Love changes people.
Everyone has something to offer.
The world needs what
we have.
from Reclaiming the “L” Word

Emergency Turkey Drive for Keystone Military Families
Report from Bob Eisenbrown

Thank you, Atonement congregation! We are truly blessed by this outpouring of
love to help those in need. We received 50 turkeys, $405 in gift cards, $850 in
checks, and $935 in cash in support of Keystone Military Families holiday program.
That’s a total of $2,190! Special thanks to our Opportunity House team who pulled
this all together: Paul DeLapp, Sue Harenza, Carol and Gerry Lubitz, Marian Pounder, Leslie and John Shimp, Betty Slegowski, Eva and Bob Eisenbrown, and a friend
of ours that helps at OH, Denise Brandt!
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Christmas at Atonement—
Come to the Manger!
We gather again to hear the story of the holy birth in Bethlehem, to sing together the song of the angels, and to experience Emmanuel, God with us, in Word and Sacrament.

Tuesday, December 24
11:00 AM
Family-friendly service of Holy Communion, featuring music by the children of
Spirit Singers and Alleluia Singers.
6:00 PM
Beloved carols, Scripture readings and prayers make up this 45-minute candlelight service especially appropriate for families with young children.

Complete readings for
Christmas and
Epiphany
December 24

7:30 PM
Candlelight service of Holy Communion with music by Atonement Choir,
A.Y.S. (Atonement Youth Singers), and Atonement Ringers.

Isaiah 9:2-7
Psalm 96
Titus 2:11-14
Luke 2:1-20

10:00 PM
Candlelight service of Holy Communion with inspiring music.

December 25

Wednesday, December 25
10:00 AM
This simple service of Holy Communion filled with seasonal carols offers an
opportunity to reflect on the wonder and joy of the Nativity.

Sunday, December 29
8:30 and 11:00 AM
We continue the Christmas season with a service of carols. Bring your out-oftown guests to worship!

Sunday, January 5
8:30 and 11:00 AM
We celebrate Epiphany and the journey of the Wise Men to the manger with
more music of the season and Holy Communion.

Isaiah 52:7-10
Psalm 98
Hebrews 1:1-12
John 1:1-14
December 29

Isaiah 63:7-9
Psalm 148
Hebrews 2:10-18
Matthew 2:13-23
January 5
Isaiah 60:1-6
Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14
Ephesians 3:1-12
Matthew 2:1-12

Greening of the
Church

Serving in Worship on Christmas Eve and Day

Saturday, December 7,
starting at 9:00 AM

Before and after worship on the Sundays leading up to Christmas, you will have
the opportunity to sign up to serve at one of these special services. We will need
greeters and lectors for all of the services, and we will need assisting ministers
and Communion ministers for most of the services. Youth crucifers and acolytes will also have the opportunity to sign up to serve at certain services. If you
would be willing to serve in one of these important roles, please sign up on the
sign-up sheets in the narthex. If the servanthood opportunity at the service you
had in mind is already taken, please consider serving in another way. We need all
the help we can get to host the large number of worshipers who will be attending
these services. Thank you in advance for your partnership in ministry!

Treats and drinks will be provided, and children are welcome. No need to sign up!
De-greening following the 11:00
AM service on January 5.
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Music in Worship this December
December 1 —

Concert pianist Mike Toconita, a member of
the Common Ground community, at 11:00 AM

December 8 —

Atonement Choir at 11:00 AM

December 15 —

Atonement Flute Ensemble at both services
Atonement Choir at 11:00 AM

December 22 —

High school pianist Elise Wang at both services
Sunday School Christmas Pageant, “He Came
Down” at 11:00 AM

Sing We Now of Christmas!
Sing with an Atonement choir this Advent/Christmas!
Everyone loves the music of Christmas, so here is your opportunity to
join in the song. You are invited to join one of our choirs for the
month of December and sing on Christmas Eve. Find the choir that is
right for you from the list below.
Atonement Choir (College-age and adults)
Only 4 rehearsals! Thursdays, December 5, 12, and 19:
Saturday, December 21:
Sing in worship:

7:30-9:00 PM (choir room)
9:00 AM, refreshments in the narthex
9:30-11:00 AM, rehearsal in the nave
Christmas Eve, December 24, at 7:30 PM
Warm up in choir room at 6:45 PM

A.Y.S. (Atonement Youth Singers) (Grades 7-12)
Rehearsals:
Wednesdays, December 4, 11 and 18:
Saturday, December 21:
Sing in worship:

6:30-7:30 PM (choir room)
9:00 AM, refreshments in the narthex
9:30-11:00 AM, rehearsal in the nave
Christmas Eve, December 24, at 7:30 PM
Warm up in choir room at 6:45 PM

Alleluia Singers (Grades 3-6) and Spirit Singers (Grades K-2)
Rehearsals:
Wednesdays, December 4, 11 and 18: 5:00-6:00 PM (choir room)
Sing in worship:
Christmas Eve, December 24, at 11:00 AM
Warm up in the nave at 10:00 AM
If you have any questions about this invitation or our choir programs, please contact Tom Yenser,
tyenser@atonementwyo.org

Christmas Caroling
We continue our Atonement tradition of caroling to our homebound members on Sunday, December 15, 4:00-6:00
PM. All ages — children, youth and adults — are invited to participate. Meet in the church narthex at 3:45 PM for a
brief practice and organization into teams. Following the caroling, we will return to the narthex for a light supper.
Please sign up on the sheet in the narthex or on the church website. Be sure to let us know how many are coming and
whether you will be joining us for dinner after the caroling.
https://atonementwyo.org/connect/ministries/worship/single-events/345pm-christmas-caroling-12152020
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Flower Boxes of Love Project
December 7, 9:30 AM - 12:00 PM
It is time again for refreshing flower boxes and growing friendships with the people in the Ricktown neighborhood
of Reading. We have installed lots flower boxes in Reading. On Saturday, December 7, we will fill them with pine
and holly boughs and bright bows and the decorations made during the Fruits of the Spirit Sunday School unit,
and share hot chocolate and cookies. This project is one tangible, visible way to love your neighbor. The flower boxes are simply a door opener for building relationships while also serving as an inspiration for residents and passersby. This is a great family activity, since all ages have the basic requirements: an ability to smile and willingness to
get your hands dirty!
We will need donations of greens and holly this year, since we are missing the donor from past years of lots of white
pine. Also, help will be needed to mail postcards and make the bright bows ahead of time! If you are a Thrivent
member, you can apply for a $250 Action Team Grant that can be used to buy stamps and refreshments.
Sign up at the narthex clipboard rack, online at https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0e49a9a822a4f94-flower6
found on the Atonement website under Connect/Volunteer/Flower Boxes of Love, or contact Dorothy DeLong by
email pbjdelong@comcast.net or phone 484-529-0878 with questions and ideas.

Spread the Joy of Christmas
Christmas Angel Tree Gift Tags are available on the tree in the narthex! We are happy to provide the following
three opportunities for your giving:
The BCIU Teen Pregnancy and Parenthood Program has provided 100 names of babies and children with
basic needs. This is the fifth year that we have supported this part of the BCIU. Your choir of Boy or Girl Angel
tags are available on the tree for you to select and sign out the clipboard. Suggested amount to spend is $30.
The Reading School District Central Middle School (the original Citadel High School) needs help building a
school library. Use the book mark tags on the tree to
donate money (any amount) for book purchases. Donate by personal check, payable to Atonement Lutheran Church, with “Angel Tree Books” on the memo
line, or cash with a note including your name and the
amount donated. Checks will be collected in a decorated box under the clipboard near the tree. Sharon Calder will combine these gift checks into a grant given
in the church name. The school librarian will choose,
order, and pay for the books to be library bound and
readily available in her catalogues. It’s not as much
fun for us, but the books that we give in this way will
last a lot longer than books we are able to purchase at
book stores or online. Please email Sharon Calder at
szcalder@comcast.net with any questions.
We are also collecting donations of children’s underwear, solid washable pullover sweaters, mittens, hats,
and gloves for sizes 6, 8, 10, and 12 for children at
Lauer’s Park Elementary School.
Please return the gifts prior to Friday, December 13, in
order to distribute to the recipients in a timely manner. If
you can not bring your presents on a Sunday, or get to
church during the weekday office hours between 10:00
AM and 3:00 PM, you may drop your presents at Gail
Dawson-White’s house, 1942 Meadow Lane, Womissing,
PA 19610.
Thank you for your generosity!
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Thank you to our Angel Tree Angels! Mary Ann Reed,
Gail Dawson-White, Mary Ann VanderVeen, Faith
Ann Jones, Linda Lord, and Sharon Stoner
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Family Promise
Host Week December 8-15, 2019
Family Promise of Berks County is people of faith working together to provide homeless families and youth with
help for today and hope for the future. Their ‘home’ while in the program is a different church each week. During
the day Family Promise works with the families to find jobs, housing and whatever support they need to get back on
an even keel. Atonement is ‘home’ for families several times a year and will be ‘home’ starting on December 8.
Volunteer more than once to get to know our guests better! We will be using the placemats made during the
Fruits of the Spirit Sunday School unit!
SIGN UP ONLINE at https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0e49a9a822a4f94-family16
Watch a 15 minute training video https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eYxru3Xq-gw

Find these links on www.Atonementwyo.org
under Connect, click on Volunteer, then Family Promise
or PHONE Dorothy DeLong at 484-529-0878 to volunteer

JOB DESCRIPTIONS
Set up: Sunday, December 8. Make beds, organize kitchen areas for guests.
Shopper: 6:30 PM on Sunday, December 8. Meet with guests and make a list of breakfast and lunch foods
they need and then go buy it. You can be reimbursed for the expense.
Dinner Prep & Evening Host: 5:15 or 6:15 – 8:30 PM + prep time – TWO needed each night. Prepare a hot
meal at home or in the church kitchen. Serve & eat dinner with guests. Socialize and assist parents with children’s needs. Great job for a family! Teams OK! Note—guests come at 5:15 PM Sunday and Saturday,
6:15 PM on weekdays.
Overnight Host & Breakfast Prep: 8:30 PM – 7:00 AM (or earlier) – TWO needed each night. Spend time
with guests, sleep at church and be available in case of emergency. Set out & put away breakfast foods in the
morning. Note guests leave at 10:00 AM on Saturday morning (after Friday overnight) and at 8:00 AM on
Sunday morning (after Saturday overnight).
Saturday Breakfast Prep: 8:00 AM – 10:00 AM. Families often like a hot breakfast on Saturday, but some just
like to sleep in. Make breakfast and hang out till families leave at 10:00 AM.
Pack Up: Dec. 15 at 7:30 AM. Take down beds, load them into truck. Takes about 30 minutes. Guests help.
Laundry: after host week. Wash a guest’s bedding. Pick up after Pack Up and return to church for future host
weeks. Need as many people as there are beds used.
Financial Contributions: If you cannot serve physically, you can still help! Financial contributions cover the
cost of breakfast food, lunch food for families to pack for work and school for the week, and sundries like
shampoo, diapers, toothpaste, etc. $50 sponsors a person for the week or any amount is appreciated to help
with the ongoing costs of breakfast, lunch and sundries. Write Family Promise in the memo line of your
check.

Need Prayer?
The prayer team is a ministry here at Atonement that will pray for all requests daily. You can make your needs
known by calling the church office or filling out a blue prayer request form found in the pews and in the narthex
with the prayer request box. Interested in joining this ministry and becoming a pray-er with us? We meet the first
Tuesday each month at the Highlands Skilled Nursing unit. Please consider being a part of our ministry!
5
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Sunday School Fall Re-cap:
Fruit of the Spirit
By contrast, the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. There is no law against such things.
Galatians 6:22-24
Our Fall unit all about the fruit of the Holy Spirit concluded on November 24. Each week
we explored a different virtue and connected it to a Bible story. Our last few weeks of the
unit, we also worked on service project to benefit these ministries here at Atonement:
Flower Boxes of Love, Opportunity House, Family Promise and Common Ground. These projects served as a
culmination of all nine traits that, when we live them out, we are living a life guided by the Holy Spirit. Our projects
were presented, blessed, and celebrated in worship on November 24, before they make their way to their recipients.

We take a brief break with no Sunday School on December 1, but resume with our very special Advent learning
and Christmas Pageant preparation on December 8, 15, and 22, from 9:45-10:45AM. Details on our event, He
Came Down, are on page one of this newsletter. Be sure to mark your calendars and invite you friends and loved
ones to our Pageant on December 22, at the 11:00 AM service. We will follow a programming format similar to
last year for each of our three Sundays. Sunday School families will receive an email with more details!
While you are marking your calendars, be sure to note these special dates coming in the new year:
A Place at the Table, First Communion instruction, will take place on January 5, 12, and 19, from 9:45-10:45AM,
with children receiving First Communion at the 11:00 AM service on January 26.
https://atonementwyo.org/connect/education/childrens-sunday-school/recurring-events/a-place-at-the-table-2020
Meet Your Bible will take place on January 19, at 9:45AM. Children will be presented with their Bibles at either
worship service on January 19. When registering your child for this instruction, we kindly ask that you indicate
which worship service you will be attending for your child to receive their Bible.
https://atonementwyo.org/connect/education/childrens-sunday-school/single-events/meet-your-bible-3rd-graders
We kick off our Winter/Spring Sunday School unit on February 2, and it will run for ten weeks. Details for the unit
will be introduced in our January newsletter. Stay tuned!
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Youth Ministry
League of Lutherans!

Junior Youth Group for 4th-6th graders
3rd Sundays of the month, 4:30-6:00 PM
unless otherwise stated
In November we played some games in the dark at
church — and we had 18 friends there!
In December, we will be Christmas Caroling with the
rest of the congregation on Sunday, December 15, at
3:45 PM (note the change from our usual time). We’ll
gather in the lobby of church to split into groups, then
head out to bring some Christmas cheer to some of
Atonement’s homebound members.
All 4th-6th graders welcome: members, friends of the
congregation, and friends in the community!

LOL with flashlights in the dark!

A Place at the Table Communion Classes
This January, your child (2nd Grade and older) is invited to a time of learning about Jesus and his special meal that
we often call “Holy Communion.” The program consists of:
Three classes to learn about the meaning of the Communion meal:
Sundays, January 5, 12, and 19, 9:45-10:45 AM
Dinner and rehearsal for A Place at the Table families:
Saturday, January 25, 5:00-7:00 PM, beginning in Lundin Hall
A Place at the Table Communion celebration:
Sunday, January 26, 11:00 AM worship
Register today by calling the church office or signing up on Atonement’s website:
https://atonementwyo.org/connect/education/childrens-sunday-school/recurring-events/a-place-at-the-table-2020

Confirmation!
In November we wrapped up our Fall
Bible Study and Catechesis Unit, working through Luther’s Small Catechism
and linking it to Jesus’s life. We thank
Common Ground’s intern, Vicar Emily,
for teaching class on November 24!
In December, Confirmation students
and youth are invited to help with the
Christmas Pageant in a myriad of ways:
as a group leader, a soloist, a reader, a
silent role, or helping with a particular
station! January we will be OFF, before
beginning our spring unit in February.

High School weekend at Bear Creek Camp
January 10-12
Did you know? Bear Creek Camp doesn’t just hold summer camps.
There’s a winter camp for teens! The theme for winter camp is
Breathe: giving all our worries to God. It is based on Philippians 4:6
-7, that says, “Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known
to God. The peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will
guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.” This exciting and
refreshing weekend only cost $115.
Registration for Winter Connect is now live on Bear Creek Camp’s
website, http://www.bearcreekcamp.org/connect-winter-camp/. Also,
for those of you already making summer plans, make sure you include
a week at camp for your young person, or your whole family!
7
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Sunday worship
and Bible Lab
this December

The angels who appeared to Zechariah, Mary, and Joseph all proclaimed “Fear not!” in response to the human
emotions displayed before them. God’s word also breaks into the fears of our world with the promise of Christ.
Surely God is our salvation; we will trust, and will not be afraid!

Fear not, Zechariah! Confronting our fear by finding quiet.
December 1 ♦ Pastor Ryan preaching
the Baptism of Stephen Joseph Buynovsky at 11:00 AM
Malachi 4:1-6 ♦ Luke 1:5-25

Fear not, Mary! Confronting our fear with Mary’s prayer.
December 8 ♦ Pastor Julie preaching
the Baptism of Charlotte Mae Marrella at 8:30 AM
2 Samuel 7:11b-17 ♦ Luke 1:26-38

Fear not, Joseph! Confronting our fear by naming Jesus.
December 15 ♦ Pastor Ryan preaching
the Dedication of our new Sanctuary Lamp in memory of Gail Hoch
Isaiah 7:13-16 ♦ Matthew 1:18-25

Fear not, People of God! Confronting our fear by sharing our stories.
December 22 at 8:30 AM ♦ Pastor Ryan preaching
Isaiah 43:1-7 ♦ Luke 1:39-45

On the third Sunday
of Advent, December 15, we will gather with the Hoch
Family to dedicate
our new sanctuary
lamp to the glory of
God and in memory
of Gail Hoch.

Rev. Tom Scornavacchi,
pastor of our ministry
partner Common
Ground, will be our
guest presiding minister
at the 11:00 AM service
on the first Sunday of
Advent, December 1.

Thursday Bible Study

from the Prayer Team
One Sunday in mid December was so icy that I considered not going to
church. But it was my friend’s birthday and I had promised her that I
would be there. So I decided to attend and planned to tease her by saying
that I was her present. However, as soon as she caught sight of me, she
rushed towards me, wrapped her arms around me, and exclaimed, “My
Present!” A friend like that is the answer to an unspoken prayer.
8

Thursday Bible Study will continue
to meet with the coming Sunday’s
preacher on Thursdays at 1:30 PM,
through December 21. No Bible
study experience is necessary! Come
and learn things about the faith you
don’t know that you don’t know!
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Preschool News
In November, the preschool classes were thankful for
their health, nutritious foods, their families, Pastor Julie’s
visit to their classrooms, Thanksgiving, and much more!
We collected several boxes of food for the Bethany Lutheran Church food pantry. We celebrated fall at our 3rd
annual Family Fall Festival. Over 200 people joined us
throughout the morning for games, crafts, face painting,
and lots of yummy food! The event raised $1460 for the
HSA from the basket raffle, free-will donations and a
generous monetary donation from sponsor Servicemaster Restore. Thank you to all
who attended, volunteered, and donated to our Family Fall Festival!
December is a magical time of year as our classes celebrate Christmas. We will hear
the Nativity Story, learn carols, and make gifts for our parents. Freymoyer Christmas Tree Farm will donate a tree and we will decorate it with embellished snowflake ornaments. Angel Tree gifts of mittens and hats will be collected and presented to the Salvation Army for children in need. The Naturalist class will examine
poinsettias, evergreens, and reindeer. Explorers will sample Christmas Around the
World. Our Toddler families are invited to celebrate Christmas during in-class celebrations on December 13 and 17. We will have our Family Christmas Chapels on
December 18 and 19. The students in our 3s, 4s, and PreK classes will play roles in
the retelling of Jesus’ birth. Preschool will be closed December 20 through January
1 for Christmas Break. We wish everyone a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!
Preschool registration for the 2020-21 school year will begin February 1.

Snow Day Open Gym!
When the schools are closed and the kids have too much energy…Atonement will host Open Gyms! If you can get to
church (and a staff member can make it to the church office), bring your kids on over during office hours (10:00 AM
-3:00 PM) for some free play time! Some things to note before you come:
•
•
•
•

There will be no supervision provided, so at least one parent needs to be present, preferably two if you bring a
bunch of neighborhood kids.
Friends are welcome, but every child needs to have a parent or guardian sign a waiver form, available at https://
atonementwyo.org/media/2109/liability-waiver-snow-day-open-gym.pdf
Remember to call ahead to make sure the church office is open!
The gym equipment will be made available to you, but please make sure to put everything back where you found
it (or better than you found it)! The shelves are labelled in case you don’t remember or weren’t there when something was pulled out.

Children of all ages are welcome, so when you’ve got a huge age range present, please be mindful of the little ones
as your older kiddos are playing!
9
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Sunday Attendance in November
First Sunday in November
Second Sunday in November
Third Sunday in November
Fourth Sunday in November
Total November attendance

2019
374
202
302
275

December, 2019

October Financial Report

2018
340
305
285
270

1,153 1,200

October Unrestricted Income
October Expenses

$104,721
$ 88,424

Year-to-date Unrestricted Income
Year-to-date Unrestricted Expenses

$855,019
$837,526

Pastoral Acts — November 2019

Capital Campaign Update:
as of October 31, 2019

November 1
Wedding for Tina Zeigler and Scott Rissell

$939,066 received,
$1,105,933 spent
Thank you so much, Atonement,
for your incredible generosity!

November 3
Remembrance of the Departed for those who have died
since last All Saints Sunday

If you have any questions about your contributions, contact
Amy Rogers at the church office.

November 14
Funeral for Colleen Simons
November 21
Blessing for Chris Spang as he retires from choir

Gifts of stocks or securities are always welcome
donations. If you plan to give stock or securities,
please notify the office of the pending donation to
Atonement’s Schwab Account at Weik Investments
(the office will provide account number, etc.), along
with the purpose for which you are donating it, the
name of the stock, its value, where it is coming
from, and who the donor is.

November 23
Funeral for George Weaver
November 24
Blessing of Fruit of the Spirit Projects
November 25 and 26
Blessing of Preschool Thanksgiving Feasts
November 27
Holy Communion on Thanksgiving Eve

Don’t forget that your offering can be given by
credit card on our website,
by texting to the number
610-624-8412, and by scanning the QR code below
with your smart phone.

ATONEMENT’S BLOOD DRIVE was a success!
There were 31 donors (heroes) at our recent blood
drive on November 5. This was more than double
the number of donors from the previous two blood
drives. Thank you so much for your outstanding
support. Our next blood drive will be held Tuesday,
February 4. Please continue your support. Sign up to
donate and try to recruit family, friends and neighbors. There are 42 donor sign-up slots, let’s try to
fill every one!

The Men’s Group at the Highlands
will meet on Monday, December 9, at
10:00 AM, in the marketing sales
room.

Congratulations to Scott and Tina Rissell, who were married by candlelight on November 1!
10
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Capital Campaign Update from
Sharon Calder
Water Remediation
Ebersole officially finished the water remediation of the new building on Wednesday,
November 7, the portico (stairway) on the south parking lot side being the last project,
along with finishing all of the caulking. The portico was so badly waterlogged inside that
the insulation had become a massive ant colony. Once dried out and finished, the facing
will be EIFS and look like the rest of the building.

Parking Lot Extension
Reiff Brothers Excavating has finished the storm water system and associated piping in Lynne Ave. This portion of
the project took significantly longer than projected due to unexpected bedrock and working around additional utility
lines found. Since then the focus has been on getting the parking area ready to pave. New curbing and parking lot
lights were installed the week of November 11. Paving and landscaping took place the week of November 18. Seal
coating of the old parking area may need to wait until spring due to cold weather.

Thank you to the crew of Ebersole, overseeing Paramount,
Witmer Waterproofing, and other subs, to finish the work:
(from left to right): Dale Shenk (supervisor), Christine Hines
(office), Lauren Whitney (TBS engineer), Brett Carper
(foreman), and our own Tom Gresh

Council Update from
Council Member Ann Bastian
One of the newest additions to the church schedule that seems to
have great potential is the Adult Bible Labs held in the nave each
Sunday morning. Church Council has been working hard all year
to start this new opportunity for our members. The idea is to spark
in Atonement a renewed sense of engagement in our church and
what Atonement can mean for both our members and the greater
community at large. There has been a sense that there was not an
option for adult learning at Atonement for a while. Our hope is
that members will feel that “tap on the shoulder” that will lead to
new and exciting ideas and programs for our Atonement family
and the community. Maybe your tap on the shoulder will be to
serve on church council (hint, hint), help with Sunday service, or
something no one has thought of yet. Whatever your tap on the
shoulder is, Atonement and the world are waiting for your gifts.
11

Council Members
Class of 2017
Steve Fellman ♦ Heidi Silverman
Sarah Smith
Class of 2018
Tom Endy ♦ Ed Kern, Jr.
Katie Sensenig ♦ Bryan Wang
Class of 2019
Ann Bastian ♦ Louise Fair
Debbie Gentry ♦ Tim McGuirk
2019 Officers
Bryan Wang, president
Steve Fellman, vice president
Katie Sensenig, treasurer
Sarah Smith, secretary
Council meets on the second Monday of the month
at 7:00 PM.
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Healthy Holiday Tips
From our Health Advocate, Dr. Ken
If consuming alcohol, drink in moderation; recommendation is not more than two alcoholic drinks. Don’t drink and drive, appoint a designated driver. If serving an alcoholic
punch or eggnog, use caution when children are present, these drinks can appear “kidfriendly.”
Travel in daylight hours and in good weather conditions, maintain your vehicle, give yourself ample travel time, have an emergency kit in your vehicle. Use seatbelts and car seats.
When preparing the holiday meal, take precautions to keep you and your family safe from food related illnesses.
Thaw frozen turkeys safely. Do NOT thaw at room temperature. Thaw in the refrigerator, in cold water or in the
microwave on thaw setting.
Wash hands, surfaces and utensils with hot soapy water thoroughly and often.
Avoid cross-contamination by keeping raw meat, poultry, seafood, and raw eggs away from ready-to-eat foods.
Cook food to properly recommended temperatures.
For optimal safety, cook your stuffing OUTSIDE the turkey in a casserole or Crock Pot.
Refrigerate food promptly, do not leave food at room temperature for more than two hours.
Keep holiday plants (mistletoe, holly, poinsettias), away from children and pets. They are potentially poisonous.
Supervise young children when playing with a new toy, watch for small parts that can become choking hazards.
Practice moderation: Don’t overeat, entertain realistically, don’t over extend yourself. You do not need to attend
every party or event.
Get appropriate sleep and exercise.
Keep it simple, don’t worry about gifts, entertainment, or meals. Enjoy the season and focus on the true meaning of
the holidays.
Wishing you a blessed and safe Christmas season!
Ken Lord, M.D.

Helping Hands Ministry
Thank you to
Hugo Cardona,
a new neighbor of the
Atonement congregation and a videographer,
for producing a welcome video for our website and social media!
The video should be
available soon!

You still have time to participate in our
Helping Hands Ministry, which matches
Atonement members with home needs to
those who are willing to provide help in
meeting those needs. Use the form found
on
the
web
site
at
https://atonementwyo.org/connect/volunt
eer/helping-hands to sign up to service or
be served. Paper forms are also available
in the narthex. Edward Hein and Ken
Lord will serve as the coordinators of
this program. If there are any questions,
please contact Dr. Hein at 610-858-6601
or Dr. Lord at klord@atonementwyo.org.
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The Arts at Atonement
Wheatland Chorale Concert
Free Tickets Available!
Saturday, December 7, 7:00 PM in the nave
In keeping with their Accessible Artistry initiative, Wheatland Chorale will offer a limited number of tickets at no
charge for this concert, available in the church office on a “first come, first serve” basis. The concert features a set of
works by composer Ola Gjeilo, who will be present and perform with Wheatland. If you have never attended a
Wheatland Chorale concert, this is an excellent opportunity to hear them for the first time.

Berks Sinfonietta Concert
Saturday, January 11, 7:30 PM
"Does Teacher Know Best?" — works by Ludwig van Beethoven and his student, Ferdinand Ries.
Beethoven: Romances in F & G for Violin and Orchestra, featuring Jennifer Sternick, violin
Beethoven: Symphony No. 1 in C Major
Ries: Symphony No. 2
Tickets: $15 general admission, $5 students. For advanced tickets visit berkssinfonietta.org or call 484-509-1290 for
more information.

On Christ the King Sunday, November 24, Pastor Mary Wolfe was our guest preacher at both
the 8:30 and 11:00 AM services. Pastor Mary
and her congregation, Hope Lutheran Church,
are conspiring with the Holy Spirit to launch
the city of Reading’s first pay-what-you-can café, Café Esperanza. One of the most important
ways we can support the café will be to take our
breakfast, lunch, and coffee business there
when it opens soon! Thank you, Pastor Mary,
for sharing this inspiring story of spiritual entrepreneurism! We will be praying for you, for
Hope, and for Café Esperanza!
Pledge Campaign for 2020
Each Fall, the members and friends of our congregation take time to pledge their financial support for this ministry in
the coming year. This process of pledging is first and foremost a spiritual discipline through which followers of
Jesus ask themselves, “Is my financial support for the Church commensurate with my gratitude to God for all the
gifts God has given me through the life of Church?” The process of pledging is also helpful in a very practical way.
Each Fall, our congregation’s Council and Staff must prepare a budget for the coming year, a budget that only the
congregation has the power to approve at our annual meeting on the last Sunday of January. This year, our leadership
wants to make sure we prepare a realistic budget that keeps our ministry living within the means entrusted to it.
2020 Pledge Cards can be found arranged alphabetically, on the tables in the Narthex. Please take yours home if
you are in the building, and take some time over the coming weeks to prayerfully consider your financial partnership
with Atonement. Both members and friends of the Atonement congregation are welcome to show their support for
what the Spirit of Jesus is doing through Atonement in this important way! Thank you for everything you have done,
said, and shared with Atonement! And thank you for everything you will share in 2020!
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Understanding Jesus means Understanding Judaism
Event Recap by Pastor Julie
Thanks to the Smith family, Atonement was able to co-sponsor this amazing educational event in October in
memory of Art Smith. Dr. Amy-Jill Levine is a world-renowned Jewish scholar on New Testament texts, and was
fascinating to learn from in the couple of hours that flew by. Sharing her background, Levine’s mission is to make
sure that Christian preachers don’t misuse or misunderstand Jesus in his first century Jewish context — to be faithful
to Jesus’s message instead of unwittingly warping it by not understanding Jesus’s own religious context in speaking
to other Jews. Some important highlights of her talk:
•

Jesus and debate: Jesus arguing about the law doesn’t negate or diminish the law. On the contrary, you only argue about stuff you care about! It is very Jewish to argue about interpretation of the law. Levine also described
much of what Jesus did in intensifying the law as “putting a fence around it,” making sure you don’t break the
command by giving yourself a buffer, like driving 32 mph in a speed limit zone of 35 mph where you know
there’s a speed trap!

•

Jesus and women: On the whole, Jesus preserved gender roles rather than breaking them.
It is clear, though, that women had more than
what we typically think, describing women as
owning homes and having the freedom to travel with Jesus.

•

Jesus and purity laws: Jesus was not against
purity laws, though he did debate them. Understanding purity laws are important to such stories as the Good Samaritan, where some
preachers have pointed out that perhaps the
two passed by on the other side to maintain
their purity. Levine argues against that interpretation, saying Jesus’s Jewish hearers
would’ve been appalled that the two passed by
rather than helping. Levine also pointed out the
purity laws are mostly about being pure for
Temple worship, so that most Jews are walking
around in some state of impurity and are unconcerned about it.

Dr. Amy-Jill Levine speaking at the event.

These summaries are just a few of the things that Levine shared that were insightful. I want to know more, and hope
to follow up with reading some of her published works.
Thank you to those of you who came out to the event. Of the 150+ people in attendance, a good chunk of them were
Atonement members!

On Thursday, November 21,
the Atonement Choir gathered to bless long-time member Chris Spang as he retires
from his choral ministry.
Thank you, Chris, for your
years of faithful ministry
helping to lead our congregation in giving thanks to God!
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