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Atonement in Action 

Atonement  Lutheran Church  
5 Wyomissing Boulevard,  Wyomissing,  Pennsylvania 19610  

Phone:   610 -375-3512 |  Fax 610 -375-3511 |  www.atonementwyo.org  

Winter Schedule 
 

Sunday Worship 
8:30 & 11:00 AM 

 

Adult Bible Lab 
9:45 AM 

 

Children’s Faith Milestone 
January Programming 

see page 2 
 

Bible Study 
Thursdays at 1:30 PM 

Jesus is Lord. 
 

Everyone is welcome. 
 

Love changes people. 
 

Everyone has some-
thing to offer. 

 
The world needs what 

we have. 
 

from Reclaiming the “L” Word 
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A Place at the Table Communion Classes 
for 2nd Graders (and older) 

 

Three classes to learn about the meaning of the communion meal: 
Sundays, January 5, 12, and 19, 9:45-10:45 AM 

 

Dinner and rehearsal for A Place at the Table families: 
Saturday, January 25, 5:00-7:00 PM, beginning in Lundin Hall 

 

A Place at the Table communion celebration: 
Sunday, January 26, 11:00 AM worship 

Meet your Bible for 3rd Graders 
 

This year, 3rd graders will receive The Action Bible so that they are more likely 
to read it and understand it. This is also the Bible we’re using in Confirmation!  
 

Meet Your Bible — Sunday, January 19, 9:45-10:45 AM 
This engaging class is an opportunity for your child to learn 
about why we still read the Bible when most of it is thousands 
of years old! What is the Bible anyway? What could it possibly 
have to say to us today? Answers to these questions and more 
will have your 3rd grader excited to receive and start reading 
their Bible.   
 

Receive Your Bible — Sunday, January 19, 8:30 or 11:00 AM    
Parents will have the opportunity to place these Bibles into 
your precious one’s hands, so please be with them in worship 
that day! This event is also a great opportunity to invite your 
child’s godparent(s)/sponsor(s) to be there, too!  
 

RSVP at https://atonementwyo.org/connect/education/childrens-sunday
-school/single-events/meet-your-bible-3rd-graders-jan-19-2020  or by 
contacting Pastor Julie. 

Chili Cookoff 
January 26, 6:00-8:00 PM 

 

Chili cookers arrive no later than 5:45 to make it an anonymous tasting! 
 
Please come, eat, and vote! $5 gets you a bowl, a ballot, and spoon (drinks and maybe cornbread will be free, too). If 
you love to cook, sign up to bring a chili and we’ll be in touch with the details! Sign up in the church narthex (lobby) 
or online at https://atonementwyo.org/connect/ministries/youth-group/single-events/chili-cookoff .   
 
For those competing, there will be six awards again this year:   

• Best Spicy (formerly Spiciest) 

• Best Vegetarian 

• Best Non-Beef (we’ve had chicken, turkey, venison…) 

• Most Interesting 

• Best Presentation 

• Best Overall!  
 
Hope to see you there! And we hope Sweet Ride Ice Cream 
will join us again to cap the night off with something sweet! 

https://atonementwyo.org/connect/education/childrens-sunday-school/single-events/meet-your-bible-3rd-graders-jan-19-2020
https://atonementwyo.org/connect/education/childrens-sunday-school/single-events/meet-your-bible-3rd-graders-jan-19-2020
https://atonementwyo.org/connect/ministries/youth-group/single-events/chili-cookoff
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Sunday School Re-cap and Preview 
 
Our December was filled with learning about what Advent means, the story of Jesus’ 
birth, and of course, preparation for our 2nd annual Christmas Pageant, He Came 
Down.  Over 80 children, teens and adult leaders helped to make this special event take 
place. Special thanks once again to Tom Yenser for his creation of the program, to Sara 
Eastman for planning and leading crafts, to Tama McConnell for preparing our narrators 
for their parts, and to Jo Sturgis for doing last minute costume repairs and making many 
new costumes to account for our growing group of children! 
 
Our January continues in similar suit to last year as we prepare 2nd grade and older stu-
dents for First Communion with A Place At The Table on the Sundays of January 5, 12 and 19. Then on January 26, 
participating children will receive communion at the 11:00 AM service. Additionally, children 3rd grade and older 
registered for Meet Your Bible will meet for a one-time study on January 19. Children will receive their Bible at ei-
ther service at worship that same day, January 19. 
 
While some of our children are preparing for these faith milestones, we are preparing for our winter/spring Sunday 
School unit, Share The Good News! which will begin on February 2, at 9:45 AM and conclude on April 5. Our unit 
starts where our Advent learning left off…with Jesus being born into the world to save us. Learn what the “good 
news” is all about as we follow the Gospel of John through Jesus’ life until His death and resurrection. As we did for 
the Fall Unit, all children grades K through 6th grade will meet in Lundin Hall at 9:45AM before then moving to 
their respective classrooms until Sunday School concludes at 10:45 AM. If your child is already registered from the 
Fall Unit, there is no need to re-register them. However, if you would like to join our regular Sunday School pro-
gramming for the first time (and we hope you do!), please register each child either online at 
www.atonementwyo.org (Connect tab, Education drop down tab and then Children’s Sunday School tab) or by com-
pleting a registration postcard located on bulletin board in narthex. We look forward to seeing our friends again this 
February! 

http://www.atonementwyo.org
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Preschool News 
 
December was a month of hustle and bustle with all things Christmas in the preschool. We 
enjoyed celebrating with our families during in-class celebrations and our Family Christ-
mas Chapel (see pictures below). The busy-ness of the holiday season gives way to quiet-
er, calmer times when our children really seem to grow and blossom in the new year.  
Snow, winter, and winter animals along with counting and numbers fill the month of Janu-
ary. Teachers will evaluate our preschoolers for parent/teacher conferences on January 30 
and 31. Mighty Kicks Soccer returns mid-January as an extra-curricular program we offer 
to interested families.   
 

Preschool registration for the 2020-21 school year opens February 3. Atonement church members and current 
preschool families have first preference for registration from February 3-14. Contact Director, Mrs. Jen Dauber (610-
375-8049 or jdauber@atonementwyo.org) with registration questions and to schedule a tour. 

Snow Day Open Gym!   
 

When the schools are closed and the kids have too much energy…Atonement will host Open Gyms! If you can get to 
church (and a staff member can make it to the church office), bring your kids on over during office hours (10:00 AM
-3:00 PM) for some free play time! Some things to note before you come: 
 

• There will be no supervision provided, so at least one parent needs to be present, preferably two if you bring a 
bunch of neighborhood kids. 

• Friends are welcome, but every child needs to have a parent or guardian sign a waiver form, available at https://
atonementwyo.org/media/2109/liability-waiver-snow-day-open-gym.pdf  

• Remember to call ahead to make sure the church office is open! 
• The gym equipment will be made available to you, but please make sure to put everything back where you found 

it (or better than you found it)! The shelves are labelled in case you don’t remember or weren’t there when some-
thing was pulled out. 

 

Children of all ages are welcome, so when you’ve got a huge age range present, please be mindful of the little ones 
as your older kiddos are playing! 

https://atonementwyo.org/media/2109/liability-waiver-snow-day-open-gym.pdf
https://atonementwyo.org/media/2109/liability-waiver-snow-day-open-gym.pdf
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Confirmation!   
 

Thank you for taking various roles in this year’s Christmas 
pageant. We had narrators (see picture below), group assis-
tants, and station assistants to help with the kids’ prepara-
tions!   
 

For the month of January, we will be “off” for the Sunday 
School hour, except for January 26 – please either come to 
the congregational meeting, or help with the younger kids 
in the gym!  
 

Our next 10-week unit for Sunday School will begin 
February 2! 

Youth Ministry 

We have a few young people signed up for Winter Connect Camp for a weekend this January! We look for-
ward to hearing about their adventures. And don’t forget to include Bear Creek Camp in your Summer plans for your 
young people! Try Camp for 1st-2nd graders, full camp options for 2nd grade and up! Visit Bearcreekcamp.org for 
more information. Thanks to Anita Chaney and family, scholarships will be available again this year through Atone-
ment! Information and application for the scholarship can be found here: https://atonementwyo.org/media/2084/bear
-creek-camp-scholarship-request.pdf.   

League of Lutherans!    
Junior Youth Group for 4th-6th graders  

3rd Sundays of the month, 4:30-6:00 PM 
unless otherwise stated 

 
In December, we went Christmas Caroling with the rest of 
the congregation.   
 
For January 19, we’re going to Xtreme Air! $17.00/person 
for the hour and a half of jumping, including their special 
jump socks. Please arrive by 4:20 PM up at the Xtreme 
Air lobby (upstairs in The Works).  RSVP by January 12. 
 
All 4th-6th graders welcome, members, friends of the  
congregation, and friends in the community!!   

High Schoolers  
 
In December the youth group baked cookies for 
carolers to take with them on their caroling routes!  
In January, the idea was to go to Winter Connect 
camp at Bear Creek. We’ll be looking for a Febru-
ary date to do an Escape Room together! If any-
body wants to be on the contact list for this group 
who isn’t let Pastor Julie know!       

Bear Creek Camp  
Sunday is March 22! 

https://atonementwyo.org/media/2084/bear-creek-camp-scholarship-request.pdf
https://atonementwyo.org/media/2084/bear-creek-camp-scholarship-request.pdf
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Council Update from 
Council Secretary Sarah Smith 

 
As we begin 2020, congregational council is looking forward to leading Atonement through some exciting times! 
Now that we have adopted a policy governance model, we will be fine-tuning the monitoring schedule. Much time 
and attention has been paid in the past year to governance, and we have updated some of our bylaws and articles of 
our constitution to better reflect our organization, how we govern, and to incorporate some changes from the ELCA 
model constitution. These updates will be brought to the congregation for a vote at the Annual Meeting. 
 
Our Capital Campaign projects are finally finished, the final ones being the parking lot extension and water remedia-
tion in our building. As is usually the case, construction projects almost always take longer than anticipated, and en-
counter unexpected challenges. As we sought to remediate all the water leakage issues in our building, the current 
contractors uncovered multiple issues that they felt were deficiencies in good building practices when the new 
church was constructed in 1995. We are in the process of investigating any recourse we may have with the contractor 
that completed the work on the new church.  
 
During this school year, while Atonement’s children and youth are in Sunday School, adults are in the process of 
discerning our core values and recovering a simple journey of discipleship for its members. We are currently con-
ducting instruction through small group Bible labs, and are encouraged by the rich discussion and great fellowship 
this has generated. As we move into late winter/spring, we will start wagering on what the Spirit of Jesus is calling 
us to be/do as individuals and as a congregation through the study of the book of Acts, remembering our guiding 
principles from the L-Word book study last fall. Council is taking a leadership role in this process, but participation 
is important for anyone who considers Atonement to be their church home. It is important work, and everyone is 
welcome. 
 
Finally, we are happy to present four nominees to council to replace outgoing members Steve Fellman, Heidi Silver-
man, and Sarah Smith. The nominees are: Cara Pepper, Patty Lehr, Tyler Rankin, and Deb Seyler. Brief bios of 
the nominees are on the next page. These highly motivated and qualified nominees will be presented and voted upon 
at the Annual Meeting on January 26, 2020. 

Council Members 
 

Class of 2017 
Steve Fellman ♦ Heidi Silverman 

Sarah Smith 
 

Class of 2018 
Tom Endy ♦ Ed Kern, Jr. 

Katie Sensenig ♦ Bryan Wang  
 

Class of 2019 
Ann Bastian ♦ Louise Fair 

Debbie Gentry ♦ Tim McGuirk 
 

2019 Officers 
Bryan Wang, president 

Steve Fellman, vice president 
Katie Sensenig, treasurer  

Sarah Smith, secretary 
 

Council meets on the second Monday of the month 
at 7:00 PM. 

Annual Meeting 
January 26, at 9:45 AM 

in the nave 

Atonement Angel Tree Report 
 

Thank you to everyone who made the Atonement 
Angel Tree a tremendous and generous success. 

The families at the BCIU Teen Parent Program, the 
children at Lauer's Park School, and the library of 
Central Middle School all benefited from our gifts 
and donations. We were able to provide the Read-
ing School District with over $1600 to purchase 

new books for their library. We thank Crystal Shirk 
and Jo Sturgis for our "office management" sup-

port, Mary Lou Hall for cutting all of the tags, the 
ladies who decorated our tree and Mick Bryan for 
our annual set up. New tree lights were the gift of 

Linda Lord.  
 

Our opportunity at Christmas to become a blessing 
for those in need is our gift all year. 

 

Thank you for your part in this gift,  
Sharon Stoner and Gail Dawson-White 
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Meet Cara Pepper 
 

Cara grew up in Long Island New York and moved to 
North Carolina after High School when her parents re-
tired in 1988. She graduated from Syracuse University 
with a degree in Accounting.   
 

Cara became a member at Atonement in 1992 after she 
married and moved to Reading. Over the years, she has 
sung in choir, played handbells, sat on the Stewardship 
committee, served as lector and Assisting Minister, and 
as one of Bob Eisenbrown’s Merry Elves helping with 
pancake breakfasts and events as needed.   
 

She is a single parent. Her son Stephen is 19 and a 
sophomore attending Penn State at University Park. 
She is a Senior Staff Accountant at Tower Health Med-
ical Group and have been employed with Tower Health 
System for over 27 years.   
 

Her loves are her son, her mother, her friends, scrap-
booking, and anything Disney. She also enjoys card 
making, baking, music, Hallmark movies, and Civil 
War history. She is very grateful for her Atonement 
family and the love and support they have provided to 
her family over the years. She looks forward to serving 
as one of our Council members.  

Meet Patty Lehr 
 

Patty and John, her husband of 38 years, came to visit 
Atonement Lutheran Church in the summer of 2017. 
They became members in the fall of 2018. They are 
blessed with two sons who are happily married to their 
daughters-in-law. Patty and John also have twin grand-
daughters! 
 

Patty is a Registered Nurse at the Reading Hospital, 
now Tower Health, where she has been working as a 
procedural nurse for 38 years. She and John are very 
active volunteers, especially with the Wilson Area 
Food Bank. 
 

She enjoys their 13-year-old German Shorthair Point-
ers, Maidel and Missy. 
 

She is looking forward to serving this warm congrega-
tion! 

Meet Deb Seyler 
 
Deb was transferred to Reading from Connecticut in 
1999 to become Alvernia’s bookstore manager. Deb 
and her husband Todd joined Atonement in 2011 when 
they found out they were pregnant with their son An-
drew.   
 
Deb works in the Finance Department of Gaming &  
Leisure Properties, Inc. At Atonement, she has helped 
with Sunday School, Family Promise, and has partici-
pated in the Atonement Marsh Lake clean-up, as well 
as the Crop Walk. She is frequently found helping to 
lead worship as assisting minister or lector.   
 
She has a love for fitness and has competed in body-
building competitions, including The Arnold 
Schwarzenegger International Competition. She is 
grateful to God for everything in her life and strives to 
share that with others.   

Meet Tyler Rankin 
 
Tyler Rankin has been attending Atonement Lutheran 
since August of 2018 with his wife Sabrina, and their 
twin sons, Ryan and Anthony.  
 
Since joining the church, Tyler has felt pulled to serve 
the church in many ways. You may have seen Tyler as 
an Assisting Minister, a Communion assistant, a lector,  
and even as a member of the Choir. Tyler also serves 
on the Adult Discipleship formation team. He loves 
having the ability to guide and participate in Atone-
ment’s small groups. Tyler is very passionate about and 
is excited to continue with this endeavor.  
 
Before becoming a full-time theology student at Alver-
nia University, Tyler worked as a crisis intervention 
specialist. He plans to attend the United Lutheran Sem-
inary of Philadelphia within the next year to earn his 
master’s in divinity and to become an Ordained Minis-
ter of Word and Sacrament. Tyler looks forward to 
serving his fellow congregants as a member of the 
Church Council. 

2020 Council Nominees 

Gifts of stocks or securities are always welcome donations. If you plan to give stock or 
securities, please notify the office of the pending donation to Atonement’s Schwab Account 
at Weik Investments (the office will provide account number, etc.), along with the purpose 
for which you are donating it, the name of the stock, its value, where it is coming from, and 
who the donor is. 
 

Don’t forget that your offering can be given by credit card on our website, by texting to the 
number 610-624-8412, and by scanning the QR code below with your smart phone.  
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from the Prayer Team 
 

Create in me a clean heart, O God,  

and put a new and right spirit within 

me.  

 

Psalm 51:10 (NRSV) 

Thursday Bible Study 
 

Thursday Bible Study will continue 
to meet with the coming Sunday’s 
preacher on Thursdays at 1:30 PM, 
beginning January 16. No Bible 
study experience is necessary! Come 
and learn things about the faith you 
don’t know that you don’t know! 

Sunday worship this January 

the Epiphany of Our Lord (observed) ♦ January 5 
Pastor Ryan preaching ♦ Communion at both services 

 

The feast of Epiphany (“manifestation”) concludes the Christmas season 
with a celebration of God’s glory revealed in the person of Jesus Christ. 

In Isaiah and Ephesians, that glory is proclaimed for all nations and peo-
ple. Like the light of the star that guided the magi to Jesus, the light of 

Christ reveals who we are: children of God who are claimed and washed 
in the waters of baptism. We are sent out to be beacons of the light of 

Christ, sharing the good news of God’s love to all people.  
 

the Baptism of Our Lord ♦ January 12 
Pastor Julie preaching ♦ Communion at 11:00 AM 

 

In the waters of the Jordan, Jesus is revealed as the beloved Son of God. 
Through this great epiphany, Jesus fulfills all righteousness and becomes 
the servant of God who will bring forth justice and be a light to the na-

tions. In the waters of baptism we too are washed by the Word, anointed 
by the Spirit, and named God’s beloved children. Our baptismal mission 
is to proclaim good news to all who are oppressed or in need of God’s 

healing.  
 

the second Sunday after Epiphany ♦ January 19 
Pastor Ryan preaching ♦ Communion at both services 

Presentation of Bibles to 3rd graders 
 

Today’s gospel opens with further reflection on Jesus’ baptism. He is the 
Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world and the one anointed by 

the Spirit. In the liturgy we come and see Christ revealed among us in 
word and meal. We go forth to invite others to come and worship the Holy 

One and to receive the gifts of grace and peace made known among us.  
 

the third Sunday after Epiphany ♦ January 26 
Pastor Ryan preaching ♦ Communion at 11:00 AM 

First Communion for 2nd graders at 11:00 AM 
 

esus begins his public ministry by calling fishers to leave their nets and 
follow him. In Jesus the kingdom of God has come near. We who have 
walked in darkness have seen a great light. We see this light most pro-

foundly in the cross—as God suffers with us and all who are oppressed by 
sickness, sin, or evil. Light dawns for us as we gather around the word, 

the font, and the holy table. We are then sent to share the good news that 
others may be “caught” in the net of God’s grace and mercy.  

Complete readings for the 
Sundays of January 

 
January 5 

 

Isaiah 60:1-6 
Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14 

Ephesians 3:1-12  
Matthew 2:1-12 

 
January 12 

 

Isaiah 42:1-9 
Psalm 29 

Acts 10:34-43 
Matthew 3:13-17 

 
January 19 

 

Isaiah 49:1-7 
Psalm 40:1-11 

1 Corinthians 1:1-9 
John 1:29-42 

 
January 26 

 

Isaiah 9:1-4 
Psalm 27:1, 4-9 

1 Corinthians 1:10-18 
Matthew 4:12-23 



9 

Volume 20, Issue 1 Atonement In Action January, 2020 

 
November Financial Report 

 
November Unrestricted Income   $  73,636   
November Expenses     $  81,776  
 
Year-to-date Unrestricted Income  $928,655 
Year-to-date Unrestricted Expenses  $919,302 

Capital Campaign Update: 
as of November 30, 2019 

$958,074 received, 
$1,135,406 spent 

 

Thank you so much, Atonement,  
for your incredible generosity! 

 

If you have any questions about your contributions, contact Amy 
Rogers at the church office. 

Pastoral Acts — December 2019 
 

December 1, Baptism of Stephen Joseph Buynovsky 
 

December 5, Funeral for Ronald Druckenmiller 
 

December 6, Funeral for Joan Diefenderfer 
 

December 8, Baptism of Charlotte Mae Marrella  
  

December 15, Dedication of Sanctuary Lamp in memory of Gail Hoch 
 

December 20, Funeral for Ruth Leidich 
 

December 23, Funeral for Doris Krick 

The Men’s Group at 
the Highlands will 

meet on Monday, Jan-
uary 13, at 10:00 AM, 
in the marketing sales 

room. 

Sunday Attendance in December 
 

         2019 2018 
First Sunday in December    242  261 
Second Sunday in December    296  316   
Third Sunday in December    280  252   
Fourth Sunday in December     460  441 
Fifth Sunday in December    186  173 
 

Total December attendance          1,464    1,443 

Helping Hands Ministry 
 

You still have time to participate in our Helping Hands Ministry, which matches 
Atonement members with home needs to those who are willing to provide help in 
meeting those needs. Use the form found on the web site at 
https://atonementwyo.org/connect/volunteer/helping-hands to sign up to service or 
be served. Paper forms are also available in the narthex. Edward Hein and Ken 
Lord will serve as the coordinators of this program. If there are any questions, 
please contact Dr. Hein at 610-858-6601 or Dr. Lord at klord@atonementwyo.org. 

Berks Sinfonietta Concert 
Saturday, January 11, 7:30 PM 

 
"Does Teacher Know Best?" — works by 
Ludwig van Beethoven and his student, Fer-
dinand Ries.  
 

Beethoven: Romances in F & G for Violin 
and Orchestra, featuring Jennifer Sternick, 
violin; Symphony No. 1 in C Major 
Ries: Symphony No. 2 
 

Tickets: $15 general admission, $5 students. 
For advanced tickets visit berkssinfoniet-
ta.org or call 484-509-1290 for more infor-
mation. 

Christmas Eve and Day Attendance 
 
        2019 2018 
Christmas Eve at 11:00 AM   300+  296 
Christmas Eve at 6:00 PM   199  205 
Christmas Eve at 7:30 PM   331  368 
Christmas Eve at 10:00 PM   118  116 
Christmas Day at 10:00 AM     48    46 
 

Total Christmas attendance         996+   1,031 

Need Prayer? 
 

The prayer team is a ministry here at Atonement that will pray for all requests daily. You can make your needs 
known by calling the church office or filling out a blue prayer request form found in the pews and in the narthex 
with the prayer request box. Interested in joining this ministry and becoming a pray-er with us? We meet the first 
Tuesday each month at the Highlands Skilled Nursing unit. Please consider being a part of our ministry! 

https://atonementwyo.org/connect/volunteer/helping-hands
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A View from Your Pastoral Care Coordinator 
 
Tis the season of Christmas. It is a time when we focus on a table and adorn it with special cloth 
and light candles. It is here that the banquet will be served and shared. It is here that we lift a 
prayer of gratitude for our blessings. It is here that we reminisce, share stories, enjoy companion-
ship, and long for those no longer with us. 
 

Tis the season of Christmas. The corridor in the nursing home is long and poorly lit. Caregivers 
rush hurriedly down the hall tending to the needs of the people who live in the tiny rooms. There 
is a drone of voices calling for assistance.  
 

Seeing an aide, I say “ I am looking for Thelma.” Gruffly she barked, “She’s in Room 257.” 
 

As I head for her room, I reflect on the ministry of being a lay eucharistic minister. As a lay eu-
charistic minister, we are trained to bring and serve the communion meal to our homebound 
members. I remember her joyful presence welcoming me when I brought her communion at a 
different rooming house. She always asked, “What is happening at church?” She loved sharing the communion meal at a little 
table in the gathering room. Her eyes would gaze into mine as she took the bread and sipped the wine… “The body of Christ…
the blood of Christ…given for you.” 
 

As I entered Thelma’s little room, I knew this visit was to be different. I saw her lying, curled up on a mattress on the floor. Mat-
tresses on the floor are an indication for danger of falling. Tired, dry eyes look at me as I crouch alongside. I tell her who I am 
and that I am visiting from Atonement. I ask if there is anything I can do for her. 
 

“Water.” I look for a sign on the wall indicating whether or not she could receive fluids. No sign. I look for a pitcher. I see a 
little table pushed up against the wall. No candles, no cloth, yet it holds a little cup of water. Slowly, gently I lift the cup to her 
lips. One sip, then another… “given for you.” Her eyes close.  
 

Placing my hand over hers, I pray the Lord’s Prayer. I mark her forehead with the sign of the cross. Her eyes still closed; I say, 
“Till we meet again.”  
 

Tis the season of Christmas…is God calling you to become a Eucharistic Minister? Our Visitation Minister, Pastor Art Wyse, 
faithfully serves communion to our homebound members about once-a-month. There are members who would love to be visited 
more often. Training is available. Contact Crystal at the church and a member of the Pastoral Care Team will get back to you. 

Keystone Military Families  
Donation Drive a Huge Success! 

 
Atonement congregation, thank you for your service! We asked and you answered the call for donations to Keystone 
Military Families. 
 

Located in Shoemakersville, PA, Keystone Military Families is an all-volunteer organization. It provides food and 
clothing to over 200 veterans and their families, whether on inactive or active duty both here and abroad. This group 
also puts together and sends 10,000 Christmas stockings full of Christmas cards, food, and small personal items to 
our deployed vets. 
 

Now that our drive for the holidays is over, your Opportunity House gang wanted to provide a final tally for what 
you gave and how the donations were used. 
 

You gave: $405 in gift cards, $950 in checks, and $1,020 in cash for a total of $2,375! 
 

With these monetary gifts and the actual turkeys and hams donated, we were able to deliver the following items in 
two stages, before Thanksgiving and again before Christmas: 54 turkeys, 57 hams, 55 cans of yams, almost 50 
pounds of butter, 48 cans of cranberry sauce, 24 boxes of Jiffy blueberry muffin mix, 64 boxes of powdered gravy 
mix, 48 boxes of cake mix, 48 boxes of corn muffin mix, and assorted other food donations that were given to us. 
 

Recently we received an email from the founder of Keystone who herself is facing some serious health challenges in 
her life. We think this says it all: 
 

“You have no idea how much your support and the support of your church means to me right now! Even more than 
normal since I can't help much or even be there [at the distribution center]. May you all be blessed with the joys of 
the season. You sure have helped spread the joys for our veterans and military families!” 
 

On behalf of the Opportunity House Gang we say, “God bless you, Atonement church family, and thank you for 
your grace and generosity!” 


