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Atonement in Action 

Atonement  Lutheran Church  
5 Wyomissing Boulevard,  Wyomissing,  Pennsylvania 19610  

Phone:   610 -375 -3512 |  Fax 610 -375-3511 |  www.atonementwyo.org  

Winter Schedule 
 

Sunday Worship 
8:30 & 11:00 AM 

 

Adult Bible Lab 
9:45 AM 

 

Children’s Sunday School 
9:45 AM 

 

Bible Study 
Thursdays at 1:30 PM 

Jesus is Lord. 
 

Everyone is welcome. 
 

Love changes people. 
 

Everyone has some-
thing to offer. 

 
The world needs what 

we have. 
 

from Reclaiming the “L” Word 
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Chili Cookoff 2020 Winners! 
 

Best Spicy (formerly Spiciest)  -  Amanda Garipoli 
 

Best Vegetarian - Lise Gerhard 
 

Best Poultry/Other non-beef - Lauren Gentry 
 

Most Interesting - Charles Wetzel 
 

Best Presentation - Madison McCrae 
 

Best Overall - Madison McCrae 
 

Between chili and ice cream, we raised $425 and proceeds 
will benefit youth ministry. Thank you to all who competed 
and all who came out to eat!! 

Meet Your Bible — January 19 
 
What an exciting week! We had 14 youth receive Bibles in worship and participate in the Meet Your Bible class! 
Fulfilling their baptismal promise, parents placed the Bibles in the hands of their young ones.   

2020 Communion Class — A Place at the Table 
We celebrated with six of our children who 
have just completed four weeks of learning 
about communion on Sunday, January 26.  
Throughout January, the children met together 
to watch a short video, create their own com-
munion table, and learn about God’s amazing 
love shown to us in this Holy Meal. They gath-
ered with their families for a ziti dinner and 
rehearsal on Saturday, January 25, and then 
participated in worship the next day at 11:00 
AM by pouring water to remember our bap-
tisms and reading a story from the Bible. Here 
are the children who found their “place at the 
table”: Nathaniel Allbert, Madeleine Long, Sa-
mantha Nied, Veronica Rogers, Adam Stump, 
and Presley Wengrowski. 
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Sunday School  
 
Inquiring minds want to know: what IS the Good News? Sunday School children will 
join us starting February 2, at 9:45 AM to find out! We resume our regular Sunday 
School programming with our new Winter/Spring unit, Share the Good News. We pick 
up where we left off during our Advent unit with the story of Christ’s birth, and from 
there we hear the seven I Am statements made by Jesus and told in the Gospel of John.  
On March 29, our Sunday School youth will be a part of a very special worship service 
at 11:00 AM — stay tuned for all the details! Our final lesson and Sunday School meet-
ing for the unit will be April 5. As with our fall unit, all children grades Kindergarten 
through 6th grade will meet at 9:45 AM in Lundin Hall, and finish at 10:45 AM in their 
respective classrooms.   
 
*NOTE: Due to numbers, Kindergarten and 1st grade children will now be combined into one class and meet 
in room G124. 
 
If your child was not registered for the fall unit, we kindly ask that you complete a registration card located on 
Sunday School bulletin board in narthex, or online via our www.atonementwyo.org website. It’s never too late to 
jump on into Sunday School. We’d love to have you! 
 
Are you cold and want to think of warmer thoughts? Then mark you calendars for our SUMMER VBS event! We 
have our dates, and we look forward to our youth, friends from the community, and all followers of Jesus to join us 
Monday, June 15 through Friday, June 19 from 9:00 AM to 11:30 AM. Details on our awesome theme, opportu-
nities to register your child, and to sign up to be a volunteer will be forthcoming, but save the date now!   

Council Update from 
Council President Bryan Wang 

 

In our January meeting, Council approved the payment of bonuses to congregation and 
preschool staff, including the pastors. We wanted to recognize the terrific job they’ve 
done over the past year (and longer; they’ve not had a raise or bonus in the last several 
years as we worked to get our finances in order). Atonement ended 2019 with an over-
age, and with higher income and lower expenses than in 2018: the staff has been doing 
more with less and, at the same time, has initiated and implemented a lot of change—and 
the challenges that change entails. In so doing, they’ve led and supported our church’s 

efforts to continue to realize God’s purpose and mis-
sion for us. 
 

The church works, of course, through the work of all our members, and we 
extend our gratitude to everyone at Atonement for your attendance, involvement, 
financial gifts, and servant-leadership: from Sunday school teachers to bell ring-
ers, readers to greeters, those in the choir loft and those in the pews, those who 
stand in the chancel on Sundays and those who work faithfully throughout the 
week, those who cook, count, clean, collate and stuff, minister, visit, deliver, 
learn, pray, worship, . . . Thank you so much for your offerings in the past year. 
 

And please keep working! Council, staff, and the adult formation team are ex-
cited about our upcoming discernment series, “Living on Purpose, Acting on 
Principle,” and we’re looking for you to help shape Atonement’s future. This ten
-week workshop begins February 2, during the multipurpose hour on Sundays—
please come, and please encourage others to come. We need you! 
 

Finally, Council has said farewell to Heidi Silverman, Steve Fellman, and Sarah 
Smith, who finished their terms in January. We will miss their faithful service 
and expertise. We are excited, however, to gather as a new Council and to dis-
cern and respond to what God is calling us to do next. 

Council Members 
 

Class of 2018 
Tom Endy ♦ Ed Kern, Jr. 

Katie Sensenig ♦ Bryan Wang  
 

Class of 2019 
Ann Bastian ♦ Louise Fair 

Debbie Gentry ♦ Tim McGuirk 
 

Class of 2020 
Patty Lehr ♦ Cara Pepper 

Tyler Rankin ♦ Deb Seyler 
 

2020 Officers 
Bryan Wang, president 

Tim McGuirk, vice president 
Cara Pepper, treasurer  
Deb Seyler, secretary 

 

Council meets on the second Mon-
day of the month at 7:00 PM. 

http://www.atonementwyo.org
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Preschool News 
 
As the preschool classes wrap up their winter units and we end January with parent 
teacher conferences, we begin to gear up for all that February will bring. We will learn 
about heart healthy exercise and raise money for the American Heart Association by 
jumping rope with Mrs. Egan in gym class. We will design beautiful Valentines for family 
and friends. Our 3’s classes will learn about community helpers and transportation. Our 
4’s and PreK classes will focus on senses and feelings as well as past presidents. Mighty 
Kicks soccer, KinderMusik and Let’s Pretend classes continue after preschool classes. It’s 
a great time to be at preschool during colder weather! 
 

Starting February 3, Preschool registration for the 2020-21 school year opens for Atonement church members and 
current preschool families. Contact Mrs. Dauber (610-375-8049 or jdauber@atonementwyo.org) with questions and 
to schedule a tour. Registration opens to the community starting February 18.  
 
The Preschool HSA will host our second annual Family Winter Ball on Friday, February 28, from 6:00-8:00 PM 
in Lundin Hall. The evening will include dinner, a DJ, dancing, silent auction and more. See the front page for ticket 
information. All families are welcome! 

Snow Day Open Gym!   
 

Don’t forget – on a Snow Day bring your kids for an Open Gym!   
 

When the schools are closed and the kids have too much energy…Atonement will host Open Gyms! If you can get to 
church (and a staff member can make it to the church office), bring your kids on over during office hours (10:00 AM
-3:00 PM) for some free play time! Some things to note before you come: 
 

• There will be no supervision provided, so at least one parent needs to be present, preferably two if you bring a 
bunch of neighborhood kids. 

• Friends are welcome, but every child needs to have a parent or guardian sign a waiver form, available at https://
atonementwyo.org/media/2109/liability-waiver-snow-day-open-gym.pdf . Hard copies available at Atonement. 

• Remember to call ahead to make sure the church office is open! 
• The gym equipment will be made available to you, but please make sure to put everything back where you found 

it (or better than you found it)! The shelves are labelled in case you don’t remember or weren’t there when some-
thing was pulled out. 

 

Children of all ages are welcome, so when you’ve got a huge age range present, please be mindful of the little ones 
as your older kiddos are playing! 

https://atonementwyo.org/media/2109/liability-waiver-snow-day-open-gym.pdf
https://atonementwyo.org/media/2109/liability-waiver-snow-day-open-gym.pdf
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Confirmation!   
 

Thank you to the confir-
mation students for their 
help with entertaining kids 
in the gym during Atone-
ment’s annual meeting!  
 

Our next 10 week unit for 
Sunday School will begin 
February 2, and meet in 
the choir room. We will 
study Acts and Paul as we 
learn the language and 
practice of discipleship.   

from the Prayer Team 
 

Pray for all people to be free 

from fear of incapacitation.  

Pray for our society to stop fuel-

ing fear in or through media, 

conversation, and divisiveness.  

Help us to encourage one an-

other to embrace unity.   

Youth Ministry 

Bear Creek Camp Sunday is March 22, 2020! Find out more info and speak directly to a representative from the 
camp.   
 
As you figure out your summer plans for your kiddos, consider sending them to Bear Creek Camp, our  Lutheran 
camp in Wilkes-Barre, for a week of adventure, faith exploration, and fun! Your child will grow spiritually, enjoy 
nature, and make new friends that could last a lifetime. Try Camp for 1st-2nd graders, full camp options for 2nd grade 
and up! Visit Bearcreekcamp.org for more information.   
 
Thanks to Anita Chaney and family, scholarships will be available again this year through Atonement! Information 
and application for the scholarship can be found here:  https://atonementwyo.org/media/2084/bear-creek-camp-
scholarship-request.pdf. Deadline for first consideration of scholarship requests is April 15.   

League of Lutherans!    
Junior Youth Group for 4th-6th graders  

3rd Sundays of the month, 4:30-6:00 PM 
unless otherwise stated 

 
In January, we had a blast at Xtreme Air!  
We had 17 youth and 3 adults. A huge 
THANK YOU to Amy Kern and Kirk Gen-
try for staying to help supervise.   
 
For February, we’ll be meeting back in the 
church gym for another night of fun! Wear 
comfortable clothes and shoes to run and 
play in, and bring flashlights.     
 
All 4th-6th graders welcome, members, 
friends of the congregation, and friends in 
the community! 

High Schoolers  
 

We’re exploring the possibil-
ity of a lock-in with the youth 
of Koinos January 31-
February 1! And we’ll try to 
ESCAPE a room on February 
23. More details to follow. 
RSVP to Pastor Julie, Cathy 
Durand, or Johanna Ray.       
 

Note to HS Seniors — watch 
for scholarship opportunities 
in our next month’s newslet-
ter!     

https://atonementwyo.org/media/2084/bear-creek-camp-scholarship-request.pdf
https://atonementwyo.org/media/2084/bear-creek-camp-scholarship-request.pdf
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Sunday worship this February 

the fourth Sunday after Epiphany ♦ February 2 
Pastor Ryan preaching ♦ Communion at both services 

Installation of Council at both services 
 

Who are the blessed ones of God? For Micah, they are those who do justice, 
love kindness, and walk humbly with God. For Paul, they are the ones who 
find wisdom in the weakness of the cross. For Jesus, they are the poor, the 

meek, the merciful, the pure in heart, the peacemakers, those who mourn, and 
those who hunger for righteousness. In baptism we find our blessed identity 

and calling in this countercultural way of living and serving.  
 

the fifth Sunday after Epiphany ♦ February 9 
Pastor Julie preaching ♦ Communion at 11:00 AM 

the Baptism of Brooklyn Freeborn at 11:00 AM 
 

Light shines in the darkness for the upright, the psalmist sings. Isaiah de-
clares that when we loose the bonds of injustice and share our bread with the 
hungry, the light breaks forth like the dawn. In another passage from the Ser-
mon on the Mount, Jesus, the light of the world, calls his followers to let the 
light of their good works shine before others. Through baptism we are sent 

into the world to shine with the light of Christ.  
 

the sixth Sunday after Epiphany ♦ February 16 
Pastor Ryan preaching ♦ Communion at both services 
the Baptism of Mackenzie Elizabeth Erb at 11:00 AM 

 

In today’s reading from Deuteronomy we are called to choose life by loving and 
obeying God. Much of today’s gospel reading echoes portions of the Ten Com-
mandments. Jesus’ instructions to the crowd reveal a pattern of behavior that 
honors both God and the neighbor, resulting in life and health for the whole 

community. We too are invited to embrace these commandments, not out of fear 
of retribution, but because God has promised that to do so means life for us.  

 

the Transfiguration of Our Lord ♦ February 23 
Pastor Ryan preaching ♦ Communion at 11:00 AM 

 

Today’s festival is a bridge between the Advent-Christmas-Epiphany cycle 
that comes to a close today and the Lent-Easter cycle that begins in several 
days. On a high mountain Jesus is revealed as God’s beloved Son, echoing 
the words at his baptism. This vision of glory sustains us as Jesus faces his 

impending death in Jerusalem. We turn this week to Ash Wednesday and our 
yearly baptismal journey from Lent to Easter. Some churches put aside the 

alleluia at the conclusion of today’s liturgy. This word of joy will be omitted 
during the penitential season of Lent and will be sung again at Easter.  

Complete readings for the 
Sundays of February and 

Ash Wednesday 
 

February 2 
Micah 6:1-8 

Psalm 15 
1 Corinthians 1:18-31 

Matthew 5:1-12 
 

February 9 
Isaiah 58:1-9a [9b-12] 

Psalm 112:1-9 [10] 
1 Corinthians 2:1-12 [13-16] 

Matthew 5:13-20 
 

February 16 
Deuteronomy 30:15-20 

Psalm 119:1-8 
1 Corinthians 3:1-9 

Matthew 5:21-37 
 

February 23 
Exodus 24:12-18 

Psalm 2 
2 Peter 1:16-21 
Matthew 17:1-9 

 
February 26 

Joel 2:1-2, 12-17 
Psalm 51:1-17 

2 Corinthians 5:20b—6:10 
Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21 

Ash Wednesday, February 26 
Imposition of Ashes at 12:15 PM ♦ Choral Service of the Word with Imposition of Ashes at 7:30 PM 

 
On Ash Wednesday we begin our forty-day journey toward Easter with a day of fasting and repentance. Marking our 
foreheads with dust, we acknowledge that we die and return to the earth. At the same time, the dust traces the life-
giving cross indelibly marked on our foreheads at baptism. While we journey through Lent to return to God, we have 
already been reconciled to God through Christ. We humbly pray for God to make our hearts clean while we rejoice 
that “now is the day of salvation.” Returning to our baptismal call, we more intentionally bear the fruits of mercy and 
justice in the world.  
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December Financial Report 
 

December Unrestricted Income   $   130,490  
December Expenses      $     97,263  
 
Year-to-date Unrestricted Income  $1,141,355 
Year-to-date Unrestricted Expenses  $1,109,044 

Capital Campaign Update: 
as of December 31, 2019 

$972,051 received,   
$1,344,305 spent 

 

Thank you so much, Atonement,  
for your incredible generosity! 

 

Please contact Amy Rogers with any questions. 

Pastoral Acts — January 2020 
 

January 7,  
Committal for Otis Parker 

 

January 19,  
Presentation of Bibles to second graders 

 

January 26,  
First Communion for class participants 

The Men’s Group at 
the Highlands will 

meet on Monday, Feb-
ruary 10, at 10:00 

AM, in the marketing 
sales room. 

Sunday Attendance in January 
 

         2020 2019 
First Sunday in January      203  237 
Second Sunday in January      242  280  
Third Sunday in January    216  202   
Fourth Sunday in January     309  445 
 

Total January attendance             970    1,164 

Helping Hands Ministry 
 

You still have time to participate in our Helping Hands Ministry, which matches 
Atonement members with home needs to those who are willing to provide help in 
meeting those needs. Use the form found on the web site at 
https://atonementwyo.org/connect/volunteer/helping-hands to sign up to service or 
be served. Paper forms are also available in the narthex. Edward Hein and Ken 
Lord will serve as the coordinators of this program. If there are any questions, 
please contact Dr. Hein at 610-858-6601 or Dr. Lord at klord@atonementwyo.org. 

Need Prayer? 
 

The prayer team is a ministry here at Atonement that will 
pray for all requests daily. You can make your needs 
known by calling the church office or filling out a blue 
prayer request form found in the pews and in the narthex 
with the prayer request box. Interested in joining this min-
istry and becoming a pray-er with us? We meet the first 
Tuesday each month at the Highlands Skilled Nursing 
unit. Please consider being a part of our ministry! 

Music in Worship this February 

February 2 —  Atonement Praise Band leads music at both services, bringing a mix of lively new songs and old 
favorites for the season of Epiphany. The adult and teen choirs join them at 11:00 AM. 

 

February 9 —  Songs about the Light of the World fill our worship, including “This Little Light of Mine” and 
“Shine, Jesus, Shine.” The adult choir sings at 8:30 AM and the children’s choir sings at 11:00 AM. 

 

February 16 — Atonement Choir sings at 11:00 AM. 
 

February 23 — Atonement Flute Ensemble plays at both services, as we celebrate The Transfiguration of Our Lord.  
Atonement Choir at 11:00 AM. 

 

February 26 — Atonement Choir leads Ash Wednesday’s solemn service that marks the beginning of the season of 
Lent at 7:30 PM. 

Gifts of stocks or securities are always welcome donations. If you plan to 
give stock or securities, please notify the office of the pending donation to 
Atonement’s Schwab Account at Weik Investments (the office will  provide 
account number, etc.), along with the purpose for which you 
are donating it, the name of the stock, its value, where it is 
coming from, and who the donor is. 
 

Don’t forget that your offering can be given by credit card 
on our website, by texting to the number 610-624-8412, and 
by scanning the QR code to the right with your smart phone.  

https://atonementwyo.org/connect/volunteer/helping-hands
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A View from Your  
Pastoral Care  
Coordinator 

 
Epiphany…season of light…
point of awareness. 
 
It is the time of our Church’s 
Annual Meeting which has us 
looking at the past year in the 
church and looking to the cur-
rent year and beyond. It is also a time of discernment as 
we sit together studying, discussing, sharing story and 
listening for Jesus’s call to us to follow his invitation. 
 
Over the past few months, I have had the blessing of 
spending time with the Atonement Prayer Team, led by 
Dorothy Delong. The prayer team is an abiding group 
of prayer warriors who meet once a month at a room in 
The Highlands. We speak of the prayer requests of the 
people and encourage one another’s prayer life. Did 
you know we have a designated time each day for com-
munal prayer; yet each of us pray in a different loca-
tion?  
 
We trust each other in prayer.  We believe God is stir-
ring and inspiring healing of all sorts.  In the presence 
of our prayer circle, we are inspired.  As we learn new 
ways of praying, our personal prayer life deepens. 
Praying together, we deepen our understanding of one 
another and our need for church family.  
 
Epiphany…season of light…season of prayer.  

Sunday Morning Servants 
Spring Quarter 

 

During the month of February, you will have the op-
portunity to sign up to serve as a Sunday Morning 
Servant for the months of March, April, and May.  
 

Lectors read the first and second lessons during the 
Liturgy of the Word. Communion ministers help the 
pastors to distribute wine and bread. Assisting minis-
ters lead the assembly in prayer. Greeters make sure 
everyone feels the warm welcome of Christ as they 
arrive for worship.   Deacons help prepare the building 
for worship, including preparing the coffee on a Sun-
day morning.  Flower deliverers break down the altar 
arrangements and deliver them to homebound Atone-
ment members. 
 

Please prayerfully consider signing up to do one of 
these jobs at one service (either 8:30 or 11:00 AM) 
about once a month for the spring quarter. The office 
directly schedules these positions.  
 

If you would like to join an usher team, please contact 
Mick Bryan, who is our lead usher and handles the 
scheduling of that important ministry. If you would like 
to serve as an audio-visual tech, please contact Bob 
Hoch, who trains and schedules our techs. The office 
can put you in touch with both these gentlemen.  
 

The sign-up sheet for the spring quarter of Sunday 
Morning Servants will be available in the narthex 
(lobby) on the last Sunday of January. You do not need 
to be a member of the congregation to volunteer to 
serve. And you don’t need to already know how to do 
the job. Training will be provided!  

Adult Formation in February 

February 2 — Acts 2 
Jesus is Lord and the Journey of Discipleship 
 

February 9 — Acts 10 
Jesus is Lord and everyone is welcome. 
 

February 16 — Acts 10 
Jesus is Lord and everyone is welcome. 
 

February 23 — Acts 9 
Jesus is Lord and love changes people. 
 

Beginning this month, Pastor Ryan and the Adult Formation Team will be convening a ten-week discernment series 
during the 9:45 AM multi-purpose hour. In terms of format, this discernment series will include TED-talkish lec-
tures, small groups (less than five people), and conversation groups (fifteen to twenty people). The series, which 
takes its inspiration from material from the ELCA, focuses on the book of Acts. As participants study several chap-
ters from Acts, they will dig more deeply together into their understanding of each of the five guiding principles that 
our congregation has learned from Kelly Fryer’s book, Reclaiming the “L” Word. This will help us to listen for 
Atonement’s accent on the principles. By describing God’s activity in Acts in their own words, participants will 
also help us to listen for language and imagery that describe Atonement’s sense of purpose in God’s mission. On 
the basis of this discernment, Atonement will be in a position to boldly live on purpose and to act on principle! 

 Living on Purpose —

  

 Acting on Principle 

 Atonement’s 2020 Discernment 

Series 


