
Dear Members and Friends of Atonement, 
 
Earlier in the week, I sent you an e-mail about the protocols Atonement would be observing in response to the 
new Coronavirus that is rapidly spreading across the world. On Thursday, Gov. Wolf strongly encouraged the 
suspension of gatherings of 250 people or more, and set expectations for gatherings of less than 250 people that 
include social distancing. This morning, the staff and I have had conversations with one another, with the Synod, 
and with pastors of nearby congregations. As a result of these conversations, and because I am not confident that 
we can meet the government’s expectations for gatherings of less than 250 people, I am cancelling worship 
services and Sunday School for this Sunday, March 15, and all other activities through at least Wednesday, 
March 18. Moreover, following the lead of the Wyomissing School District, we have cancelled Preschool classes at 
least through next Wednesday, March 18. Because things are developing so rapidly, I want you to know that there 
is a possibility that the cancellation of activities at Atonement will be extended beyond next Wednesday. 
 
I’m so sorry that I am making this decision so late in the week! We know that this announcement won’t reach 
everyone who is planning on attending our activities this weekend, so please help us to spread the word by making 
phone calls to or texting your friends in the congregation. Your staff is working hard to update our website, 
voicemail, signage, and newspaper announcement with this information. 
 
Though our congregation’s facility will be closed, those staff members who are willing and well will continue to 
keep office hours for the time being. We are hoping to produce a series of opportunities for prayer and worship 
that will be available to you digitally. And though you warm and wonderful people of the Atonement 
congregation will not be gathering en masse, please be intentional about reaching out to one another by phone, 
text, FaceTime, social media, and e-mail.  
 
Should you become aware of an acute pastoral care need among the people of our congregation, or if you should 
have such a need yourself, please contact us at the congregation’s office. You may also contact Pastor Julie or me 
on our personal cell phones. 
 
I have been worrying a lot about what the cancellation of public worship services will mean for the financial 
situation of congregations around our country. You all have been such a blessing to Atonement that we are in 
relatively healthy position financially. To the extent that you are able, please be intentional about continuing your 
financial support of this ministry during this time. Please contact us if you would like help in making a donation 
electronically. 
 
This Sunday’s appointed reading from the Gospel of John is the story of the woman at the well. In light of current 
events, I am struck by the way our Lord Jesus meets the woman in her solitude and loneliness, gently speaking the 
truth about her situation and promising her his never-failing friendship. Please know that the staff and I will be 
praying that the Risen One will meet you in the coming hours of solitude, confusion, boredom, and fear in the 
same gentle and generous way. Use your time to speak with him, to listen to him, and to read about him. Do so for 
yourself, your joys, your concerns, and your people. Do so for our whole human family, especially those who are 
vulnerable, sick, or facing financial hardship. And if you need help, please reach out to us. 
 
Can you pray with me now this prayer from our partners at Churchwide? 
 
Gracious God, it is good for us to gather as your beloved in community. We treasure your presence with us in word 
and meal, song and prayer. Be with us in these days when gathering together as often as we would like is not 
possible. When we must be apart for reasons of safety, we trust that you surround us with your sheltering wings. 
Encourage us in connecting as we are able, reaching out to our neighbors in need and being persistent in prayer. 
We ask this in the name of Jesus, our constant companion. Amen. 
 
In the Spirit of Jesus, 
 
Ryan+ 


