
THE FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT 
 

March 22, 2020 

 

Baptism is sometimes called enlightenment. The gospel for this Sunday is the story of the man born blind 

healed by Christ. “I was blind, now I see,” declares the man. In baptism God opens our eyes to see the 

truth of who we are: God’s beloved children. As David was anointed king of Israel, in baptism God 

anoints our head with oil, and calls us to bear witness to the light of Christ in our daily lives. 

 

The assembly’s responses are in bold print. 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 

against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We 

have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake 

of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight 

in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 
 

The absolution concludes… 

…and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 

KYRIE     
 

Each petition concludes… 

…let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 
 

The Kyrie concludes… 

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
 

The prayer concludes… 

…one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

READING   Ephesians 5:8-14 
 

Because we now live in the divine light which is Jesus Christ, we conduct our lives in ways that reflect the 

light of Christ, so that our activity is truly pleasing to God. 
 

8Once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Live as children of light—9for the fruit of the 

light is found in all that is good and right and true. 10Try to find out what is pleasing to the Lord. 11Take no 

part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose them. 12For it is shameful even to mention what 

such people do secretly; 13but everything exposed by the light becomes visible, 14for everything that 

becomes visible is light. Therefore it says, 

 “Sleeper, awake! 

  Rise from the dead, 

 and Christ will shine on you.” 
 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 



 

ACCLAMATION   
 

Return to the Lord, your God, for God is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in 

steadfast love. 

 

GOSPEL   John 9:1-12 
 

Jesus heals a man born blind, provoking a hostile reaction that he regards as spiritual blindness to the 

things of God. 
 

The holy gospel according to John. Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

1As [Jesus] walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, 

this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” 3Jesus answered, “Neither this man nor his parents sinned; 

he was born blind so that God’s works might be revealed in him. 4We must work the works of him who 

sent me while it is day; night is coming when no one can work. 5As long as I am in the world, I am the light 

of the world.” 6When he had said this, he spat on the ground and made mud with the saliva and spread the 

mud on the man’s eyes, 7saying to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). 
 

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON 

 

CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of 

the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to 

the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of 

the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

Each petition concludes… 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.  
 

The prayers conclude… 

We ask this in the name of Jesus, our constant companion. Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this 

day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 

lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 

glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 



SENDING 
 

The blessing concludes… 

…and ☩ give you peace. Amen. 
 

Be at peace. Remember the poor. Thanks be to God. 
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