
THE FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT 
 

March 29, 2020 

 

In today’s gospel Jesus reveals his power over death by raising Lazarus from the dead. The prophet 

Ezekiel prophesies God breathing new life into dry bones. To those in exile or living in the shadows of 

death, these stories proclaim God’s promise of resurrection. In baptism we die with Christ that we might 

also be raised with him to new life. At the Easter Vigil we will welcome the newly baptized as we 

remember God’s unfailing promise in our baptism. 

 

The assembly’s responses are in bold print. 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 

against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We 

have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake 

of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight 

in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 
 

The absolution concludes… 

…and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 

KYRIE     
 

Each petition concludes… 

…let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 
 

The Kyrie concludes… 

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
 

The prayer concludes… 

…one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

READING   Ezekiel 37:1-10 
 

Ezekiel’s vision of the valley of dry bones is a promise that Israel as a nation, though dead in exile, will 

live again in their land through God’s life-giving spirit. Three times Israel is assured that through this 

vision they will know that “I am the LORD.” 
 

1The hand of the LORD came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the LORD and set me down 

in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. 2He led me all around them; there were very many lying in 

the valley, and they were very dry. 3He said to me, “Mortal, can these bones live?” I answered, 

“O Lord GOD, you know.” 4Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones, and say to them: O dry bones, 

hear the word of the LORD. 5Thus says the Lord GOD to these bones: I will cause breath to enter you, and 

you shall live. 6I will lay sinews on you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you with skin, 

and put breath in you, and you shall live; and you shall know that I am the LORD.” 



  7So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, suddenly there was a noise, a rattling, 

and the bones came together, bone to its bone. 8I looked, and there were sinews on them, and flesh had 

come upon them, and skin had covered them; but there was no breath in them. 9Then he said to me, 

“Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says the Lord GOD: Come from the 

four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may live.” 10I prophesied as he commanded 

me, and the breath came into them, and they lived, and stood on their feet, a vast multitude. 
 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 

ACCLAMATION   
 

Return to the Lord, your God, for God is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in 

steadfast love. 

 

GOSPEL   John 11:17-21 
 

Jesus is moved to sorrow when his friend Lazarus falls ill and dies. Then, in a dramatic scene, he calls his 

friend out of the tomb and restores him to life. 
 

The holy gospel according to John. Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

17When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four days. 18Now Bethany was 

near Jerusalem, some two miles away, 19and many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console 

them about their brother. 20When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, while Mary 

stayed at home. 21Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died. 
 

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

HOMILY 

 

CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of 

the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to 

the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of 

the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

Each petition concludes… 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.  
 

The prayers conclude… 

We ask this in the name of Jesus, our constant companion. Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this 



day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 

lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 

glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

SENDING 
 

The blessing concludes… 

…and ☩ give you peace. Amen. 
 

Be at peace. Remember the poor. Thanks be to God. 
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