
THE FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
 

July 5, 2020 

 

The mystery of God’s ways is sometimes hidden from the wise and intelligent. Jesus associates with those 

often excluded from the religious community. Like Paul, we struggle with our own selfish desires and seek 

God’s mercy and forgiveness. We gather to be refreshed by Christ’s invitation: “Come to me, all you that 

are weary.” Gathered around word, water, and meal, we find rest for our souls. 

 

The assembly’s responses are in bold print. 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever. Amen. 
 

Gracious God, have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves into 

the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us our sins, 

known and unknown, things we have done and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and 

uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, 

our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

The absolution concludes… 

…that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
 

The prayer concludes… 

…through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

READING   Romans 7:15-25a  
 

Life captive to sin is a catch-22 existence in which we know good but do not do it and do things we know 

to be wrong. Through Jesus Christ, God has set us free from such a futile existence. 
 

15I do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do the very thing I 

hate. 16Now if I do what I do not want, I agree that the law is good. 17But in fact it is no longer I that do it, 

but sin that dwells within me. 18For I know that nothing good dwells within me, that is, in my flesh. I can 

will what is right, but I cannot do it. 19For I do not do the good I want, but the evil I do not want is what I 

do. 20Now if I do what I do not want, it is no longer I that do it, but sin that dwells within me. 
21So I find it to be a law that when I want to do what is good, evil lies close at hand. 22For I delight 

in the law of God in my inmost self, 23but I see in my members another law at war with the law of my mind, 

making me captive to the law of sin that dwells in my members. 24Wretched man that I am! Who will rescue 

me from this body of death? 25aThanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord! 
 

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 

 

ACCLAMATION  Matthew 11:25  
 

Alleluia. Blessed are you, Lord of heav’n and earth; you have revealed these things to infants. Alleluia. 

 

 



GOSPEL   Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30 
 

Jesus chides people who find fault with both his ministry and that of John the Baptist. He thanks God that 

wisdom and intelligence are not needed to receive what God has to offer. 
 

The holy gospel according to Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

[Jesus spoke to the crowd saying:] 16“To what will I compare this generation? It is like children 

sitting in the marketplaces and calling to one another, 
17‘We played the flute for you, and you did not dance; 

we wailed, and you did not mourn.’ 
18For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a demon’; 19the Son of Man 

came eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Look, a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and 

sinners!’ Yet wisdom is vindicated by her deeds.” 
25At that time Jesus said, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have hidden 

these things from the wise and the intelligent and have revealed them to infants; 26yes, Father, for such was 

your gracious will. 27All things have been handed over to me by my Father; and no one knows the Son 

except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to 

reveal him. 
28“Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you 

rest. 29Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find 

rest for your souls. 30For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.” 
 

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

HOMILY 

 

CHRIST HYMN  Philippians 2:5-11 
 

5Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God, did not 

regard equality with God as something to be exploited, but emptied himself, taking the form of a 

slave, being born in human likeness. And being found in human form, he humbled himself and 

became obedient to the point of death—even death on a cross. Therefore God also highly exalted him 

and gave him the name that is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, 

in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is 

Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION AND PEACE 
 

Each petition concludes… 

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

The prayers conclude… 

…through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen. 
 

The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 
 

The prayer concludes… 

…through Jesus Christ, now and forever. Amen. 

 

 



GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we…praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Following the Words of Institution… 

Now gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this 

day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 

lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 

glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

In union, O Lord, with your faithful people at every altar of your Church where the Holy Eucharist 

is now being celebrated, I desire to offer to you praise and thanksgiving. I remember your death, 

Lord Christ; I proclaim your resurrection; I await your coming in glory. Since I cannot receive you 

today in the Sacrament of your Body and Blood, I beseech you to come spiritually into my heart. 

Cleanse and strengthen me with your grace, Lord Jesus, and let me never be separated from you. 

May I live in you, and you in me, in this life and in the life to come. Amen. 

 

SENDING 
 

The blessing concludes… 

…and ☩ give you peace. Amen. 
 

Be at peace. Serve the Lord. Thanks be to God! 
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