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Atonement in Action 

Atonement  Lutheran Church  
5 Wyomissing Boulevard,  Wyomissing,  Pennsylvania 19610  

Phone:   610 -375 -3512 |  Fax 610 -375-3511 |  www.atonementwyo.org  

guiding principles: 
 

Jesus is Lord. 
 

Everyone is welcome. 
 

Love changes people. 
 

Everyone has some-
thing to offer. 

 

The world needs what 
we have. 

 

from Reclaiming the “L” Word 

Closed doors — open hearts 
 

the shape of our ministry during this time of pandemic  
 

weekly homily 
available Saturday at 12:00 PM on Facebook 

 

weekly Holy Communion and Children’s Chapel 
available Saturday afternoon on YouTube  

and Sunday morning on Facebook 
 

daily Morning and Evening Prayer 
available Saturday afternoon on YouTube 

and every morning and evening on Facebook 
 

daily musical offering 
available at 9:00 AM on Facebook  

 

daily prayer for this time of contagion 
available on YouTube and at noon on Facebook 

 

daily moment of prayer 
available on YouTube and at 3:00 PM on Facebook 

 

weekly live Bible study 
available Sunday at 9:45 AM on Zoom 

 

pop-up Evening Services on the church lawn 
up to 40 households gathering for a physically distanced Holy Communion —  

times, dates, and RSVP announced by mass e-mail 

our first Evening Service on the lawn, July 14, 2020 

Highlands  
Residents 

 

Did you know that you 
can watch our online wor-
ship services on the High-
lands Channel, #956? 
Check your Highlands 
Happenings to see when 
the service will be broad-
cast.  

Are you receiving  
e-mails from the 

Church? 
 

Do you want to? 
 

Since the beginning of the 
pandemic, the pastors, our 
staff, and other volunteers 
have been sending updates, 
announcements, and oppor-
tunities to the congregation 
by e-mail. We have discov-
ered that sometimes these 
mass e-mails end up in folks’ 
junk mail folders! Some peo-
ple have realized that they 
haven’t signed up for the 
church’s e-mails. If you 
would like to do so, please 
contact our office manager, 
Crystal by phone or e-mail. 
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Update from Pastor Ryan 
 

The new normal. An abundance of caution. Flattening the curve. Unprecedented. We will never 
hear these words again without remembering this unhappy season of our life, will we? As our 
human family searches for ways to survive this lengthening season, which many of us thought 
was only going to last a couple of weeks, those of us who are followers of Jesus and his Way 
are being reminded by the Spirit of other words, too. Be not afraid. Come to me, all you that are 
weary. Remember I am with you always. Personally, I have been trying to remember, too, St. 
Paul’s encouragement to the Galatians: “So let us not grow weary in doing what is right, for 
we will reap at harvest time, if we do not give up” (Galatians 6:9). As challenging as this 
“unprecedented new normal” has been, our congregation, our Council, our leaders, and staff 
have been doing our best to continue doing what is right in the Spirit of Jesus. It may not look 
quite like it did before the pandemic, but it is right for this season. This newsletter contains a lot of good information about 
the shape of that ministry during the pandemic. We offer it to you in an effort to keep you informed about Atonement’s 
ministry, but also to inspire in you some measure of faith that the Kingdom of Heaven and the Church’s participation in 
God’s Mission can never be shut down. 
 

• Atonement Christian Preschool is planning on opening in September. Mrs. Dauber and her board have worked tire-
lessly to develop a thorough reopening plan. Though enrollment has dropped from 133 to below 100, the preschool 
has restructured so that its ministry will still be self-supporting. 

 

• Atonement’s Community Center has reopened with physical distancing protocols. The Center is open all day Mon-
day through Thursday, Friday morning, and Saturday morning. Sextons (with help from one particular group) are 
cleaning the rooms between meetings. We will evaluate whether or not to re-open the Center to groups on Friday and 
Sunday night at a later time. 

 

• Common Ground continues to conduct its Atonement services online, and has welcomed a new pastoral intern, Vicar 
Michael Yesenko. I am working with the small RCCOG congregation so that they may resume modified and abbrevi-
ated services in Lundin Hall with physical distancing protocols in place. 

 

• The basic shape of our worship ministry during the pandemic will continue to be in place this fall. Videos of weekly 
lectionary-based homilies and Holy Communions will be available on Facebook and YouTube. Videos of various  
musical offerings will be available on Facebook and YouTube. Evening Services on the lawn will continue as  
weather permits. 

 

• The 9:45 AM Sunday Zoom will shift away from the lectionary and toward a chronological novelization of the Bible 
entitled The Story. This may also shape our weekly Children’s Chapels. 

 

• We will continue to offer our prayer announcements, Weekly Prayer, to the congregation. The pastoral care team will 
be conducting another round of wellness checks. This round of calls will focus on people who have not been         
connecting regularly with Atonement since the beginning of the pandemic. 

 

• Pastor Julie and I continue to preside at commendations of the dying, small funerals/committals, weddings, baptisms, 
confessions, and Communions. I’m sure we will find a way to Confirm our young people this fall, too! Mr. Yenser 
continues to gather vocalists for worship and piano/organ students for lessons. 

 

• Pastor Julie is working with our confirmands and their families to determine the shape of Confirmation classes this 
fall. If the families express interest in in-person instruction, classes may resume in the church’s facilities with physical 
distancing protocols in place. 

 

• A donor has offered $5,000 in an unpledged gift for a matching funds campaign this fall (September, October, and 
November). There will be a $500 limit on individual gifts in hopes of re-engaging a larger number of people in sup-
porting the congregation financially. 

 

• Given the circumstances, our finances have been stable. To be safe, however, all full-time staff’s salaries have been 
reduced to 75%. If our income drops precipitously or if our in-person ministry is curtailed by government order, then 
further reductions may be necessary. 

 

• The NEPA Synod Council is proceeding with a virtual Synod Assembly this fall, during which we will elect our next 
bishop! We will be seeking guidance from the Synod regarding congregational meetings during the pandemic. 

 
Do not grow weary of doing what is right by God’s grace, my friends! Though this season seems interminable, the time of 
harvest will come when we enter into a happier season of fruitfulness. I miss you all, and I’m praying for you! 
 
Ryan+ 
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Financial Report 
as of July 31  

 

YTD Unrestricted Income $592,061  
YTD Unrestricted Expenses $542,298 

Capital Campaign  
Update: 

 

as of July 31, 2020 
 

$1,046,636 received,   

$1,372,717 spent 
 

Thank you so much,  
Atonement, for your  

incredible generosity! 
 

Please contact Amy Rogers  
with any questions. 

Outdoor Worship Attendance 
 

Tuesday, July 14      75 
Saturday, July 25     68 
Friday, July 31      62 
Sunday, August 9     44 
 

Total outdoor attendance         249 

Council Update from 
Council President Bryan Wang  

 
Thank you for the prayers, caring words, and financial donations you’ve offered during 
the past five months. Your church leaders remain so grateful and inspired by your      
stewardship, faithfulness, and support. 
 
During the initial wave of the COVID crisis, as the church suspended in-person worship 
and economic forecasts grew increasingly worrisome, a steep decline in Atonement’s cash 
reserves and projected income necessitated Council’s move into a direct management role 

of the budget. A personal thank you to all Council members, who met many times to navigate the difficulties of 
March, April, and May. (And a shout-out to C. Louise Fair for helping to teach us how to get connected through 
Zoom!) 
 
As a reflection of God’s grace—and of a collective effort that still amazes me, from the congregation’s immediate 
and generous response to our appeal with gifts, advances on pledges, and enrollment in automated electronic giving; 
to the work of Katie Sensenig and other financially-savvy members to secure government stimulus funds for the 
church; to the cost-cutting measures spearheaded by Katie, Cara Pepper, and staff as well as volunteers like the    
incredible landscaping crew led by John Lehr—church finances are, for the time being, stable. 
 
By the way, I hope the preceding paragraph wasn’t exactly news to you. If it was, you probably didn’t receive my 
emails to the congregation. Please contact Crystal Shirk (cshirk@atonementwyo.org or call the church office) to 
make sure you’re signed up for and receiving all church emails. And if you know someone else who’s missed 
emails, please urge them to get signed up. We really want to ensure we can effectively communicate with everyone 
in the congregation through electronic means while our physical gatherings are limited and sporadic.   
 
So: not much news from me, but now that we're in a steadier (although certainly not easy) phase of the COVID era, 
Council has reentered its normal mode of governance and is turning its focus to longer-term vision. We have begun 
that restart and are excited about that work—stay tuned! 
 
Finally, I encourage you all to keep praying for, checking up on, and responding to your church family and to engage 
in your own personal spiritual practices and with Atonement’s programs. The COVID crisis has reshaped our      
congregation’s life together and outreach to our members in need and our wider community, but it hasn't shut us 
down. Let’s continue to find and use new ways to do our Kingdom work. 

Council Members 
 

Class of 2018 
Tom Endy ♦ Ed Kern, Jr. 

Katie Sensenig ♦ Bryan Wang  
 

Class of 2019 
Ann Bastian ♦ Louise Fair 

Debbie Gentry ♦ Tim McGuirk 
 

Class of 2020 
Patty Lehr ♦ Cara Pepper 

Tyler Rankin ♦ Deb Seyler 
 

2020 Officers 
Bryan Wang, president 

Tim McGuirk, vice president 
Cara Pepper, treasurer  
Deb Seyler, secretary 

 

Council meets on the second 
Monday of the month at 7:00 PM. 

Rejoice with those who rejoice,  
weep with those who weep. 

 

Romans 12:5 

mailto:cshirk@atonementwyo.org
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Preschool News 
 
Who would have known that when Governor Wolf closed schools for two weeks on 
March 13 that the preschool would sit empty through the spring and summer? The 
COVID pandemic changed life as we knew it, but thanks to the wonders of technology 
and the love of our preschool staff, there was some preschool fun for our students to 
look forward to!  
 
Mrs. Dauber and Mrs. Fotis hosted daily Zoom story time; Mrs. Hurleman, Mrs. Fallon, 
and Mrs. Williams continued “letter of the week” lessons through Zoom meetings, videos 
and Bloomz posts; Mrs. Hoffman shared her Easter decorations in videos to her students; 
Mrs. Searle created Naturalist journal at-home kits; and Mrs. Miller and Mrs. Walley delivered Mother’s Day craft 
kits to their Toddler families. An Atonement Christian Preschool YouTube channel was created, and stories, crafts 
and videos were posted. (Check it out at https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCaCWUjdPEHNRG9hyABZsMLQ !) 

A virtual graduation ceremony was held on May 16 
and most of our 55 graduates attended from the 
comfort of their homes. In early June, we hosted 
drive-thru sessions for preschool families to drive-
thru the parking lot to pick up the students’ artwork, 
ABC books, Naturalist journals, end of year certifi-
cates and to say one last goodbye before summer.  
 
Now as summer is waning and a new school year 
approaches, what does that mean for Atonement 
Christian Preschool? 
 
Preschool is opening in September with a thor-
ough Health &  Safety plan in place. We will con-
tinue our mission of providing a developmentally 
appropriate early childhood education in a loving 
and nurturing environment. The world has changed 
and preschool will look different in many ways, 
smaller class sizes, mask wearing and social distanc-
ing, but our goals will remain the same — to foster 
the social-emotional, spiritual, cognitive, and     
physical development of our students. 
 
Mrs. Dauber and the preschool staff ask for your 
prayers as we start our new school year! 

Mrs. Dauber’s story time Zoom 

Matching funds campaign this fall! 
 
A donor has offered $5,000 for a matching funds campaign this Fall! In order for your gift to qualify for the       
campaign, it must meet the following requirements: 
 
1. Your gift must be above-and-beyond your annual pledge. 
2. If you do not pledge, your gift must be above-and-beyond your regular giving. 
3. Your gift must be designated for Matching Funds on the envelope, the memo line, or in the online form. 
4. Your gift must be received in the months of September, October, or November. 
5. In order to involve as many people as possible in reaching our goal, the maximum gift to the campaign will be 

limited to $500. 
 
Many thanks to our donor for their vision and generosity! Please prayerfully consider participating in this great    
opportunity. We all have a part to play in making sure that Atonement remains financially stable during these     
challenging times! 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCaCWUjdPEHNRG9hyABZsMLQ
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Pastoral Care Ministry 
 

Can pastoral care be done in a Mask and Socially Distanced? Can pastoral care be done in 
the midst of a Pandemic? Sounds like an oxymoron to me. Can it be done? Let’s take a 
look… 
 
Stephen Ministry: What’s happening here? Our Stephen Ministers call and connect on the 
phone with their care receivers. Currently we have nine caring relationships each with 
weekly appointments lasting 45 minutes to 1 hour. What about supervision of the Stephen 
Ministers? The Stephen Ministers connect with a Stephen Leader once a week for a check 
in and guidance, if necessary. Zoom Meetings began in June with Stephen Ministers and 
Leaders for ongoing education and Team Supervision. 
 
Hospital Ministry: What’s happening here? This ministry is tricky as no visitation was permitted during the first 
four months of the pandemic. Now ordained clergy can visit certain areas of the hospital but only to minister during 
critical illness or near end of life. How do we know who is in the hospital? At the time of admission you will be 
asked if you have a church affiliation. Please be proactive and specifically name Atonement as your home church. If 
you are unable to communicate; have a family member notify the church if you become hospitalized. Can we visit?  
No, we cannot visit in person. But we will call you or your designated family member, in the event you are unable to 
communicate. Can we pray? Yes, the pastors and pastoral care team are praying for you if we know you are ill or 
hospitalized, or if we know you are having challenges or celebrations. Can the Congregation Pray? Yes, our church 
family will pray for you but we need your permission to inform the congregation of your need for prayer and to list 
you on the congregational prayer list. The prayer list is included in the weekly items posted on email and sent out 
each Saturday by Pastor Ryan or Crystal. 
 
Home Bound Ministry: Pastor Art Wyse is not able to visit due to coronavirus guidelines. So…what we are doing?  
Members of the Pastoral Care Team, as well as Pastor Art, are doing check in phone calls for our homebound mem-
bers that are able to manage a call. In assisted living and skilled living facilities aides assist with the handling of the 
phone as necessary. Phone calls to our homebound members can be tricky due to hearing issues and lack of access to 
a phone or inability to handle a phone without assistance. 
 
Card Ministry: We are increasing our card ministry to stay connected to our homebound members. Please let us 
know if one of our members is in need of communication and would enjoy a greeting card. As a member of our 
church family, a note of encouragement or a thinking of you card is a great way for each of us to reach out to one 
another. If you have kids at home, have them draw or color a picture to send to one of our home bound members. 
 
Grief Ministry: Our pastors and health advocate, Dr. Ken Lord, have been working hard to send out the sequence of 
grief books which arrive quarterly for the first year after the death of a loved one. We have 42 people on the grief list 
for this year’s interval. 17 loved ones have died since the pandemic began in mid March. We are sensitive to the 
unique difficulties of grieving the death of a loved one in a time when we are unable to come together as a church 
family. When we do not see one another we can miss the moments of expressing our compassion. We also do not 
receive the comfort of a hug or a hand to hold due to social distancing. This inability to walk in grief in community 
might create a sense of extreme isolation, distance, and even depression. Please call the church or one of the pastoral 
care team if you are in need of a listening ear or other resources that are available. 
 
So back to the question: Is Pastoral Care Ministry possible in a time of pandemic? 
 
Yes! We continue to press forward into the field of pastoral care despite the masks, despite the social distancing, and 
despite the pandemic.  
 
We are, after all, the church. 
 
In Christian love, 
Lois Hein  

Did you know? 
 

Atonement has provided lunch for the Emergency      
Department at Reading Hospital and the Wyomissing 

Police Department. We’ve also raised $700 for Lauer’s 
Park Elementary to purchase supplies. 
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Sunday School news 
 
Over the past several months, we’ve been doing weekly Children’s Chapel messages. 
These messages have included stories about love, the story of Joseph, Hannah’s wait for 
a baby, and more. 
 
We held an at-home VBS experience titled Compassion Camp: Be Loved. Be Kind. Be 
You. We had 36 registrants, including a fellow from Texas! Participants could pick up 
pre-packaged materials for their daily craft prior to the launch on August 3rd. Daily      
videos were emailed to families that included an opening/welcoming, a story with guest 
readers/actors, music with Mr. Yenser and Pastor Julie, a craft, a yoga and movement 

activity and family activity to do while at home. We concluded our VBS programming with an outdoor family     
service on August 9th. 
 
Because of the ongoing pandemic, we do not foresee an in-person weekly Sunday School program; however, stay 
tuned for more information regarding a virtual Sunday School experience similar to our spring/summer Children’s 
Chapels. 

from the Prayer Team 
 

Fear is useless,  
what is needed is faith. 

 

Mark 5:36 

League Of Lutherans  
(LOL) 

 

LOL was on break this summer too, 
but we’re going to try again to gather 
in-person at the church IF parents will 
feel comfortable sending their children 
to participate given appropriate safety 
measures. Pastor Julie will be reach-
ing out to families with 4th-6th grad-
ers to discuss what that could look like 
and hear your thoughts and insights.   

YOUTH  
 
With the school year fast approaching and school looking MUCH     
different than usual, we are discerning what could be most helpful to 
youth in terms of support and connection both to faith and community. 
Zoom fatigue is real, so Pastor Julie is inclined toward in-person gather-
ings for games, Bible study, relationship building, prayer, and/or service 
related activities. Pastor Julie will be reaching out to our active youth 
and parents (including the rising 9th graders who will be confirmed this 
year) to discuss what this might look like. One possibility being        
explored is a Bible study/conversation group based on themes from the 
musical Hamilton!   
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Celebrating our High School Graduates 
 

Scholarship Recipients 
 

Congratulations to the following Atonement high school seniors who have been selected as 
2020 scholarship recipients: 
 

Rachel Shirk is the recipient of the Jeanne M. Chaney Memorial Book Award sponsored by 
the Chaney family. This $1,000 award recognizes the graduating high school senior at Atone-
ment who exemplifies the qualities of scholarship, leadership, faith, integrity, service, citizen-
ship, and fitness. Rachel is planning to attend West Chester University, majoring in early 
childhood education.  
 

Nicolas Ciabattoni is the recipient of the Martin Luther Service Award sponsored by an 
anonymous Atonement member. This $1,000 award honors the graduating senior from Atone-
ment whose service in and through Atonement, testify to his/her Christian faith. Nicolas is 
planning to attend Lafayette College where he will major in mechanical engineering. 

Senior Afghan Recipients 
 

The prayer shawl ministry created afghans 
for 7 of our high school seniors: Rachel 
Shirk, Griffin Leib, Alexandra Amin,    
Simon Wang, Jack Ziegler, Sarah Gecht-
er, and Nicolas Ciabattoni (not pictured). 
The afghans were presented during out-
door worship on July 31. Congratulations 
to all of our seniors! We wish the best of 
luck in what lies ahead for them! 

Confirmation 
 
Confirmation students had a break for most of the summer, and we will not be attempting to “make up” any of the 
curriculum for last year. Instead, we’ll be diving into a whole new way of doing confirmation study in the time of 
COVID. To that end, Pastor Julie will be reaching out to each family of Confirmation age (youth entering 7th and 
8th grade) to discuss comfortability with in-person gatherings for our youth, given precautions. The value of being 
together in the same place and time cannot be measured, even when wearing masks and keeping distance, but Pastor 
Julie will plan confirmation this way only if parents will be comfortable sending their kids to in-person gatherings. 
The options parents will have to think about:  

-youth attends in-person gatherings, 
-youth completes some kind of at-home version, 
-youth waits the year to start or complete confirmation the following year. 
 

While there aren’t details of what those gatherings will entail, one can assume a mixture of group-building activi-
ties and instruction with one of the pastors or trained lay leader. We will probably stick with the two 10-week units  
model but timing could be off of Sunday morning.   
 
Confirmation is about learning the habits of faithful adult discipleship and integrating faith into the identity of the 
young person, so each year we try to figure out the best way to do that. This year we’re having to be more flexible, 
which makes for an exciting opportunity to try different things. Pastor Julie will be in touch with each of you to hear 
your thoughts!   

Please make sure the church office has  
your college student’s new address! 
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Lawn and Grounds Ministry 
by John Lehr 

 
Back in April, after a Zoom council meeting, Tom Endy and I connected on cutting grass at the church due to the 
budget restraints from the pandemic. Since then, our ministry has grown from two to seventeen volunteers, meet-
ing on weekends, weather permitting. We have grown from mowing and maintaining the exterior property to land-
scaping the grounds. The property on Lynne Avenue is included. 
 
Our grounds are a vast area, but this amazing group has risen to the challenge to improve the look and appearance of 
the property. We are all amateurs who enjoy to mow, trim, landscape, mulch, water, plant and yes, even weed this 
property! A weekly schedule for tasks is emailed and is very flexible for all. 
 
We are close to having a third team of mowers. Donations of a power mower, plants, tools and equipment help the 
process and we will be acquiring a zero-turn mower by one of the volunteers. 
 
Most importantly, great relationships are being cultivated with volunteers of all ages and expertise. Our group in-
cludes a master gardener, many retirees, Moms and Dads. If this sounds like your kind of fun, getting your hands 
dirty while helping the church, please contact the church and join the team! 
 
We hope you have noticed the improvements to our property. We hope to continue this ministry for years to come.  
 
Our team members are Scott Boyer, Mick Bryan, Heidi Crowley, Dorothy DeLong, Bob Eisenbrown, Tom Endy, 
George Fulton, Fred Kofke, Patty Lehr, John Lehr, Ken Lord, Matt Lord, Gary Mishler, Josh Oswald,  Marian 
Pounder, Mitch Shestok, and Randy Weidner. 

During the pandemic, 
our property manager 
Tom Gresh, our sex-
tons, and volunteers 
have overseen several 
projects around the 
church’s campus. 
Thanks to a generous 
donor, we have re-
placed the Community 
Center door and in-
stalled a magnetic lock 
system (upper left). 
The Community Cen-
ter has reopened on a 
limited basis, with the 
rooms physically dis-
tanced and frequently 
cleaned (bottom left). 
The roof above the 
kitchen next to Lundin 
Hall was damaged in a 
wind storm in April 
and has been repaired 
(upper right). And the 
Atonement sign in 
front of Lundin Hall 
was destroyed in a car 
accident on July 3 
(bottom right). 
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Dear Church:  
A Book Report and  

Call to Action 
 
During June and July this summer, a group of about two dozen Atone-
ment members and friends of the congregation met weekly to discuss the 
book Dear Church: A Love Letter from a Black Preacher to the Whitest 
Denomination in the US written by Reverend Lenny Duncan. Our group 
grew out of the Sunday morning Bible Study Zoom, where many ex-
pressed a desire to respond as Christians to the racial unrest following 
the death of George Floyd and others. We wanted to report back to the 
congregation on our book study and respectfully ask you to consider 
building on our efforts. 
 
We found the book challenging and thought-provoking, filled with diffi-
cult ideas and new perspectives along with wholehearted love for the 
ELCA. There was much to talk about each session—we easily could have 
spent five more weeks processing what we read. Our study reinforced for 
us our duty to respond to God’s love by welcoming, advocating for, and 
caring for all, especially the marginalized: the poor, those suffering addiction, the LGBTQIA community, those of 
all racial and ethnic backgrounds. It’s a call Atonement has responded to in the past with careful intention and coura-
geous action; it’s a call that resounds with the congregation’s conversation around Reclaiming the L Word, particu-
larly the guiding principle of “Everyone is Welcome”; and it’s a call that we believe we must heed now. Society is 
suffering injustices, injustices our Savior would call out and correct, and those of us with the means and the will 
must now take up this Jesus work.  
 
If you haven’t done so already, please consider doing one or more of the following: 
 
• signing the ELCA Racial Justice Pledge, committing to study, prayer, and action to become an anti-racist indi-

vidual in an anti-racist church. The pledge can be found at https://www.elca.org/racialjusticepledge . 
 
• reading Dear Church. (It’s available as an e-book, and many of us have paper copies we’d be willing to lend.) 

We highly recommend having conversation about it rather than reading it in isolation: it’s the challenging text of 
a modern-day prophet. Members of the original book study group would be happy to process the book with oth-
ers; I can connect you if you’d like. 

 
• supporting and possibly leading additional efforts by the congregation to become more welcoming and to sup-

port justice for all. One specific project is to explore the Reconciling In Christ program. We might also consider 
searching for ways to deepen our relationships with the Common Ground and the RCCOG communities and 
building on existing programs the congregation is involved in like Opportunity House or Flower Boxes of Love. 

 
Finally, our group assembled an extensive list of additional resources—videos, websites, testimonials, and other 
readings on the topics covered in the book, which we’d be happy to share.  
 
I want to thank Bryan for his technical support during the Zoom sessions and Jen Dauber for managing the infor-
mation flow for the group. I especially want to thank everyone who participated in the group—the faithfulness and 
the inquisitive, supportive spirits they brought to the group weekly uplifted me and made the conversations we had 
so meaningful. 
 
We recognize this will not be easy work, but we feel called to it, and we know that having each other’s company and 
support will help us in our journey.  
 
Yours in Christ, 
 

Karen Wang,  
leader of the Dear Church book study group   

https://www.elca.org/racialjusticepledge
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Sunday worship this September 

the fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost ♦ September 6 
Pastor Ryan preaching 

 

Conflict is a part of relationships and life in community. Jesus’ words in today's 
gospel are often used in situations having to do with church discipline. The 

prophet Ezekiel tells of warning the wicked to turn from their ways, and Paul 
reminds us that love is the fulfilling of the law. We gather in the name of Christ, 

assured that he is present among us with gifts of peace and reconciliation.  
 

the fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost ♦ September 13 
Pastor Julie preaching  

 

In today’s second reading Paul questions why we judge one another, since we 
all stand before the judgment of God. Yet we do sin against one another, and 
Jesus’ challenge that we forgive seventy-seven times reveals God’s boundless 
mercy. When we hear the words of forgiveness in worship and sign ourselves 
with the cross, we are renewed in baptism to be signs of reconciliation in the 

world.  
 

the sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost ♦ September 20 
Pastor Ryan preaching 

 

Matthew narrates one of Jesus’ controversial parables in which Jesus says that 
the reign of God is like that of a landowner who pays his workers the same 

wage no matter what time of day they began to work. When God changes God’s 
mind about punishing Nineveh for their evil ways, Jonah is angry. Yet God is 
gracious and merciful, abounding in steadfast love. In baptism we receive the 

grace of God that is freely given to all. As Martin Luther wrote, in the presence 
of God’s mercy we are all beggars.  

 

the seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost ♦ September 27 
Pastor Ryan preaching 

 

Jesus’ parable about two sons who don’t do what they say reveals surprises in 
the reign of God. In the reading from Ezekiel the people claim the ways of the 

Lord are unfair, while God offers repentance and new life. Paul urges us to look 
to Christ as a model of humility, putting the interests of others above our own. 
Nourished by the broken bread and shared cup, we offer our lives for the sake 

of our needy world.  

Complete readings for 
the Sundays of  

September 
 

September 6 
Ezekiel 33:7-11 

Psalm 119:33-40 
Romans 13:8-14 

Matthew 18:15-20 
 

September 13 
Genesis 50:15-21 
Psalm 103:8-13 
Romans 14:1-12 

Matthew 18:21-35 
 

September 20 
Jonah 3:10—4:11 

Psalm 145:1-8 
Philippians 1:21-30 

Matthew 20:1-16 
 

September 27 
Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32 

Psalm 25:1-9 
Philippians 2:1-13 
Matthew 21:23-32 

The Story: 
coming this fall to the Sunday 9:45 AM Zoom 

 
Have you ever wanted to get into the habit of reading the Bible, but didn’t know 
where to start? Have you ever started reading the Bible, but found you couldn’t 
understand it? Pastor Ryan and Pastor Julie have just the recommendation for 
you! Join us as our congregation reads an accessible, chronological noveliza-
tion of the entire Bible. This novelization, produced by Zondervan Publishing 
House, is called The Story. Over the course of the coming months, we will be 
reading this 31-chapter book and discussing it along the way during our weekly 
Sunday morning Zoom. We will be reading the New International Version of 
the book (not the King James version). Please take some time to order or down-
load the book before we begin reading this fall. More details to come! 
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August Blood Drive 
 

Atonement’s blood drive on August 4 was a great success. Thirty-two 
donors signed up for thirty-three available appointment slots. Miller/
Keystone collected 26 units of blood (six donors unfortunately did not 
meet the criteria to donate). We should all be proud of our Atonement 
community for their participation in this important ministry. Thank you 
to all our donors! Each unit of blood donated helps save a life. 

Helping Hands Ministry 
 

You still have time to participate in our Helping Hands Ministry, 
which matches Atonement members with home needs to those 
who are willing to provide help in meeting those needs. Use the 
form found on the web site at 
https://atonementwyo.org/connect/volunteer/helping-hands to sign 
up to service or be served. Paper forms are also available in the 
narthex. Edward Hein and Ken Lord will serve as the coordinators 
of this program. If there are any questions, please contact Dr. Hein 
at 610-858-6601 or Dr. Lord at klord@atonementwyo.org. 

Need Prayer? 
 

The prayer team is a ministry here at Atone-
ment that will pray for all requests daily. 
You can make your needs known by calling 
or e-mailing the church office or a mem-
ber of the pastoral care team. Interested in 
joining this ministry and becoming a pray-er 
with us? Contact Dorothy DeLong for more 
information. Please consider being a part of 
this important ministry! 

Gifts of stocks or securities are always welcome donations. If 
you plan to give stock or securities, please notify the office of 
the pending donation to Atonement’s Schwab Account at Weik 
Investments (the office will  provide account number, etc.), 
along with the purpose for which you are donating it, the name 
of the stock, its value, where it is coming 
from, and who the donor is. 
 
Don’t forget that your offering can be 
given by credit card on our website, by 
texting to the number 610-624-8412, 
and by scanning the QR code to the 
right with your smart phone.  

The Walk is virtual,  
but the need could not be more real! 
 
CROP Hunger Walks are happening in a new 
way! To keep everyone safe and healthy, 
Walks are going virtual – either walking 
alone, with immediate family or in small 
groups walking a safe distance apart. 
 
The work of CWS and our local hunger agen-
cies continues – and with the possibility of a 
global famine on the horizon, raising money 
for vulnerable people is more needed than  
ever. 
 
Join us - virtually - as we continue our shared 
commitment to stand up for the poor, the for-
gotten, those left behind. Our Spring CROP 
Hunger Walks were down nearly $1 million 
this year. It is urgent that this fall we continue 
to raise funds to provide permanent solutions 
to hunger, poverty, displacement and disaster. 

Online Database 
 
Did you know that Atonement has an online directory with 
member names, phone numbers, addresses, emails, and—
coming soon—photos?!?  
 
Go to www.servantkeeper.com/directory/atonement, and type in 
the password atonement (all lower case).   
 
If you have digital photos of your family members, send them to 
atonementdirectory@gmail.com, and we’ll add them to your 
profile!   
 
We will offer training on how to use the directory at a tech café 
when we start meeting again. In the meantime, you can email 
Crystal with any corrections or questions. 

https://atonementwyo.org/connect/volunteer/helping-hands
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Music ministry news 
 

START EACH DAY WITH MUSIC! 
 

Every day at 9:00 AM, we post an inspirational music selection on Atonement’s Facebook page. We make sure 
there is a lot of variety: classical music, traditional hymns, contemporary hits, and folk songs, to name a few. Some 
of the music is sung by soloists, duos, trios, or quartets; sometimes it is organ or piano works. Most are three or four 
minutes long. Look for a new piece of music each day, and don’t forget to like and share your favorites! 
 

ATONEMENT BACH SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS 
 

Under the auspices of Reading Musical Foundation, this year Atonement awarded scholarships to seven talented 
student musicians: 
Isaiah Nygard, Kutztown H.S., Grade 11, piano 
Jerrett Zeng, Wilson H.S., Grade 11, piano 
Eliza Karpiak, Daniel Boone H.S., Grade 11, flute 
Madison Robb, Oley Valley H.S., Grade 10, voice 
Sophia DeLong, Homeschool, Grade 10, violin 
Isaiah Ebersole, Governor Mifflin H.S., Grade 12, trombone 
Danny Bishop, Exeter H.S., Grade 11, cello 
 

We are working to obtain video recordings of the winners playing their 
audition pieces so that we can post them on Atonement’s Facebook page, 
so stay tuned! 
 

ATONEMENT CHOIR NEWS 
 

Although the Atonement Choir cannot meet to rehearse during this time of 
pandemic, we are keeping in touch by gathering biweekly on Zoom to 
tell stories, share prayer concerns, and offer each other mutual support. As 
St. Paul wrote to the Thessalonians, “Therefore encourage one another and 
build up each other, as indeed you are doing.” (I Thess. 5:11) We have 
learned many interesting things about each other during these gather-
ings. Ask Donna Danielski sometime about her obsession with deviled red 
beet eggs! 
 

WORSHIP MUSIC ON THE CHURCH LAWN 
 

Have you attended one of our church lawn services? We plan to continue 
them through the fall! We have some limits on what kind of music we can 
include (for instance, no choirs!), but if you have any suggestions for mu-
sic you would like to hear, please contact Tom Yenser with your ideas. 

Baptism for Arya and Thea Horst  
March 8 

 

Wedding for Erin Flynn and Mi-

chael Allen, April 4 
 

Committal for Morgan Koch 
April 6 

 

Funeral and Committal for John Roche 
April 30 

 

Preschool Virtual Graduation 
April 16 

 

Commendation for Laura Youngcourt 
May 23 

 

Committal for Laura Youngcourt 
June 2 

 

Committal for Joyce Maier 
July 6 

 

Committal for Dave Morton 
July 11 

 

Commendation for Bill Cook 
July 24 

 

Committal for Gloria McConomy 
Committal for John Shuman 

August 6 
 

Funeral and Committal for Bill Cook 
August 7 

 

Committal for John Shuman 
August 7 

 

Baptism for Rory Rothstein 
August 22 

PASTORAL ACTS DURING THE PANDEMIC 

DEATHS DURING THE PANDEMIC 
 

Rest eternal grant them, O Lord; 
and let light perpetual shine upon them. 

 
Cheryl Pollick  

(Tyler Rankin’s grandmother) 
 

Gary Garipoli  
(Doug Garipoli’s grandfather) 

  

Bill Cook 
  

Randall Brossman 
  

Bill Boehmler 
  

Dave Morton 
  

Marion Capkovic 
  

Loretta Yenser  
(Tom Yenser’s mother) 

 

Dennis Benson  
(Kathy McFarland’s brother) 

  

Colin Blakemore  
(Darren Blakemore’s father) 

  

Betty Cammarosano  
(Pat and John Richter’s cousin) 

  

Judy Comegno  
(Karin Mallett’s aunt) 

 

Gloria Steltz  
(Betsy Gaynor’s mother) 

 

Laura Youngcourt 
 

Beverly Deitz  
(mother of Harry Deitz) 

 

Janet White 
 

John Roche 
  

Joyce Maier 
 

Joanne van Roden 
 

Donald Spang 
 

Robert Johnson  
(Pat Richter’s father) 

 

Kim Longlott 
 

Morgan Koch 
 

John Shuman 
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Thanksgiving and Memorial Fund 
 
In memory of Joyce Maier from: 
 Paul and Margaret Brass 
 Dorothy Hill 
 Dan and Eve Kimball 
 Rosemary Bestwick 
                           
In memory of James Connors from: 
 Paul and Margaret Brass 
 
In memory of Joanne van Roden from: 
 Dorothy Hill 
 Mr. and Mrs. James McDonnell lll 
 Marian E. Pounder 
 Dan and Eve Kimball 
 Robert and Anita Chaney 
 Paul and Margaret Brass  
 Richard and Elizabeth Auman 
 Maureen C. Brumbach 
 George and Susan Kershner 
 Thomas and Carolyn Holleran 
 Lois S. Doyle 
 Martha L. Hafar 
 Joanne and Gerald Wagner 
 Jeanette M. Lynch 
 Joann and Kenneth Gabel 
 Fred and Denise Mogel 
 Walter and Carolyn Christ 
 Pelagie Golden 
 Mr. and Mrs. David Rohrbach 
 Martha and George Connelly 
 Thomas and Louise Wonders 
 Elizabeth B. Gaul 
 Barbara J. Kline 
 Robert R. Sharetts 
 Mr. and Mrs. Stepen J. Kindig 
 J.L. and P.D. Wolfe 
 Nancy and Gerd Zweig 
 Rosemary Bestwick 
 John and Joan Gruber 
 Frederick L. Starbucks 
 Kent and Barbara Davis 
 Jan and David Knudsen 
 Patricia A. Gernert 
 Sarah B. Terrell 
 
In memory of John Roche from: 
 Todd and Stacey Sechrist 
 John and Ruth Penta  
 Ken Fritz 
 Art and Gail White 
 Barbara and Henry Sargeant 
 Gene and Linda Belanger 
 Joe and Pat Gherlone 
 Patrick and Judith Donahue 
 Traveler's Retirees 
 Sally and Albert Oneto 
 
General gifts from: 
 Denise Boyer 

Music Fund  
 
In memory of Joanne van Roden from: 
 Judy E. Stoudt 
  

Endowment Fund  
 
In memory of Joanne van Roden from: 
 Art and Gail White 
 
In memory of Mogan Koch from: 
 The Weidner Family 
 Maria V. Weaver 
 Jan and David Knudsen 
 Mark and Debra Caltigarone 
 Denise and Fred Mogel 
 Sue Gregor 
 William and Gewn Gage 
 Beverly K. Badaracco 
 Art and Gail White 
 Beth, Jeff, Emma and Ethan Bittner 
 Lori and Joseph Scargle 
 D.W. and A.L. White  
 Doug and Fran Tieman 
 Daniel and Deidre Bausher 
 Sharon L. Stoner 
 William and Victoria Benches 
 Irene M. Reed 
 Douglas Waist 
 J. Gail Freymoyer   
 Don Hill 
 Rosemary Bestwick 
 Kent and Barbara Davis 
 
In memory of Donald Spang from: 
 Nancy M. Hemmerich 
 Alexandra Minarik 
 Jeb and Shanna Minarik 
 Nancy Reber Davis 
 Meg and James Clark 
 William and Ann Wallace 
 Judith K. Merkel 
 Marian E. Pounder 
 Todd and Bernie Gerber 
 Ann, Jack, and Rachel Bittler 
 Joann and Stuart Zager 
 
General Gifts from: 
 Dan and Eve Kimball 
 

Coronavirus Relief and Response 
Fund 

 
In memory of Morgan Koch from:  
 The Voelbel Family Trust 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Stephen Ministry Fund 
 

In memory of Milton Hall from: 
 Martha L. Hafer 
 Charles and Carole Lusch 
 Marian E. Pounder 
 Barbara Reeder 
 Shirley and Raymond Stocker 
 Doug and Fran Tieman 
 Fred and Dee Hiehle 
 Reading Fightin Phils 
 Scott and Anna Guldin 
 Nancy F. Hall 
 Sandy and Ed Kern 
 Doris B. Leslie 
 Paula S. Desjardins 
 

General Fund  
 

In memory of all who have died: 
 Tom and Michelle Endy 

Memorials 

Special thanks  
to Pat Bressler  
for faithfully  

processing and  
acknowledging  

the gifts dedicated  
to our various  
special funds. 
Thank you,  

Pat! 
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Atonement Business Directory 

Do you have a business to list? If you are a member of Atonement in good standing, and a local professional,   
business proprietor, or an employee of a local business, please send your information to cshirk@atonementwyo.org. 
The Atonement Business Directory will be posted on atonementwyo.org in the coming weeks. 

Health Services 
 
Ellen Bryan, Practice Site Manager 
Penn State Community Medical Group -  All About Chil-
dren 
PSHMG - All About Children is a Pediatric practice found-
ed in 1991 by Dr. Eve Kimball that cares for ALL children 
regardless of ability to pay or social circumstance.  We 
have 7 doctors and 5 nurse practitioners and accept all in-
surances and self-pay. Curbside and Telehealth visits are 
available and home visits by special arrangement when 
possible.   
655 Walnut Street, West Reading, PA 19611 
Phone:  610-372-9222 
Fax:   610-372-0232 
www.aacpp.com 
 

Legal Services 
 
Jill M. Scheidt, Esquire 
Masano Bradley 
Concentrations in wills, powers of attorney and living 
wills,    estate administration and divorce. 
1100 Berkshire Boulevard, Suite 201, Wyomissing, 
PA  19610 
Phone:  610-372-7700 
Masanobradley.com 
Jscheidt@masanobradley.com 
 

Financial 
 
Ray Melcher, President 
Marathon Capital Advisors 
Offers business succession services to company owners 
who wish to sell their business and to business persons who 
wish to buy a business. Also assist business owners and 
executives with obtaining business financing. Also serves 
as interim, part time, transitional business leadership and 
management as CEO, COO, or other executive level role. 
4 Park Plaza, Wyomissing. PA 19610 
Phone:  610-898-8086 x22 
 

HVAC 
 
Raymond Stocker, Vice President 
Alltemp Enterprise,Inc. 
Alltemp Enterprise, Inc. is a HVAC Contractor. Residen-
tial, commercial, and industrial heating and air condition-
ing. We service any make, sell and install Carrier brand.  
5 Front Street Plaza, Mohnton, PA 19540 
Phone:  610-796-1233 
ray@alltempenterprise.com 
 

Real Estate 
 
Barry Ciabattoni, Realtor, CSP, GRI 
Re/Max of Reading 
Representing both buyers and sellers in Berks county for 30 
years. 
1290 Broadcasting Rd. Wyomissing, PA 19610 
Cell:  610-698-2623 
Office:  610-670-2770  x3242 
Website: BarryCsells.com 
 
Sue Colon, Realtor 
Caldwell Banker Residential Brokerage 
975 Berkshire Blvd. Suite 100, Wyomissing, PA 19610 
Office: 610-373-9900 
Cell: 610-223-2456 
sue.colon@cbhomes.com 
 
Dave and Mel Mattes 
RE/MAX of Reading 
We have a team of 4 experienced Realtors and we assist 
people to sell and purchase residential real estate in Berks 
and surrounding counties. 
1290 Broadcasting Rd., Wyomissing, PA 19610 
Phone: 610-334-0294 
davidmattes@remax.net  
www.DaveMattesTeam.com 

Welcome Michael Yesenko 
 

Hi Folks! My name is Michael Yesenko, an affiliate student at United Lutheran Seminary in 
Gettysburg.  I am now pursuing ordination in the ELCA and will be working with Pastor Tom 
at Common Ground Recovery Community. I am hoping to explore sustainability and grantmak-
ing opportunities that help the ministry grow as an organic extension of our Christian faith.   
 

I am originally from Ruso, ND (between Minot and Bismarck), and received my BA at       
Concordia College, Moorhead, MN and my M.Div. from Vanderbilt University in 1993.  Since 
then, I have worked primarily in social services and the Federal government.    
 

My family includes my husband, Chad Wheeler, a therapist in Washington DC, Dasha 
(Hurricane Andrew rescue     puppy from Puerto Rico), Noah and Naamah (rescue cats from 
NC and ND).  In my free time, I am usually hiking, kayaking, or running.  I also love reading nonfiction and history books 
and I have been exploring many of the great  restaurants in the area.  Thank you for your warm welcome to the area and to 
the community! 

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2furldefense.com%2fv3%2f__http%3a%2fwww.aacpp.com__%3b%21%21Ls64Rlj6%21nal8H3zEAdersg91ZQfH7aafWSYT7Yht5HYhhadJH7aqrYjsXZvP2p8hIeIMU1hhgZMEBp7e%24&c=E,1,QJKFMJ-RrR0lt8NOdgI5wzs19oqapRdrog-Y-wdaDOcnTElbnxmuWrEA
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fMasanobradley.com&c=E,1,Y29DhCix5cAZLqtmJWmm1vQ8JXwqih7nrBeejfGn9OO1nSLIMO93JkHaSaf3aPR5mWmCaNN1EeWHhF7HHpo2Q9H8hk5krFsoWfGw2oD0GgCBHw,,&typo=1
mailto:Jscheidt@masanobradley.com
mailto:ray@alltempenterprise.com
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fBarryCsells.com&c=E,1,FW-bvo4ir3seEY2hu4KHQ8dA217id4S3yhIqk_lGNajWLfk3s688z0kk03kvPO-4cilfjn62fA02PnOvujcHvEoSo5iWp00XqEa7FN2l1vlF8u7b0JCf&typo=1
mailto:davidmattes@remax.net
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.DaveMattesTeam.com&c=E,1,0eE694q4vwLKLJOj78N2RMZ3NJfRf5JXGaNg06HB9WzsZiG4nL3iYPEfbeBQiaqDMuxS7-CmpCHLXSP4lg5FmZIZr3-Om7KrjNfm3zBeRTcX5AN1&typo=1

