
THE SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
 

September 20, 2020 

 

Matthew narrates one of Jesus’ controversial parables in which Jesus says that the reign of God is like 

that of a landowner who pays his workers the same wage no matter what time of day they began to work. 

When God changes God’s mind about punishing Nineveh for their evil ways, Jonah is angry. Yet God is 

gracious and merciful, abounding in steadfast love. In baptism we receive the grace of God that is freely 

given to all. As Martin Luther wrote, in the presence of God’s mercy we are all beggars. 

 

The assembly’s responses are in bold print. 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever. Amen. 
 

Gracious God, have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves into 

the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us our sins, 

known and unknown, things we have done and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and 

uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, 

our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

The absolution concludes… 

…that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
 

The prayer concludes… 

…Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

READING   Philippians 1:21-30  
 

Paul writes to the Philippians from prison. Though he is uncertain about the outcome of his imprisonment, 

he is committed to the ministry of the gospel and calls on the Philippians to live lives that reflect and 

enhance the gospel mission. 
 

21For to me, living is Christ and dying is gain. 22If I am to live in the flesh, that means fruitful labor 

for me; and I do not know which I prefer. 23I am hard pressed between the two: my desire is to depart and 

be with Christ, for that is far better; 24but to remain in the flesh is more necessary for you. 25Since I am 

convinced of this, I know that I will remain and continue with all of you for your progress and joy in 

faith, 26so that I may share abundantly in your boasting in Christ Jesus when I come to you again. 
27Only, live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that, whether I come and see 

you or am absent and hear about you, I will know that you are standing firm in one spirit, striving side by 

side with one mind for the faith of the gospel, 28and are in no way intimidated by your opponents. For them 

this is evidence of their destruction, but of your salvation. And this is God’s doing. 29For he has graciously 

granted you the privilege not only of believing in Christ, but of suffering for him as well—30since you are 

having the same struggle that you saw I had and now hear that I still have. 
 

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 

 

 



ACCLAMATION   
 

Alleluia. Open our hearts, O Lord, to give heed to what is said by your Son. Alleluia. 

 

GOSPEL   Matthew 20:1-16 
 

Jesus tells a parable about God’s generosity, challenging the common assumption that God rewards people 

according to what they have earned or deserve. 
 

The holy gospel according to Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1“The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in 

the morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. 2After agreeing with the laborers for the usual daily wage, he 

sent them into his vineyard. 3When he went out about nine o’clock, he saw others standing idle in the 

marketplace; 4and he said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.’ So 

they went. 5When he went out again about noon and about three o’clock, he did the same. 6And about five 

o’clock he went out and found others standing around; and he said to them, ‘Why are you standing here 

idle all day?’ 7They said to him, ‘Because no one has hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You also go into the 

vineyard.’ 8When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his manager, ‘Call the laborers and give 

them their pay, beginning with the last and then going to the first.’ 9When those hired about five o’clock 

came, each of them received the usual daily wage. 10Now when the first came, they thought they would 

receive more; but each of them also received the usual daily wage. 11And when they received it, they 

grumbled against the landowner, 12saying, ‘These last worked only one hour, and you have made them 

equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat.’ 13But he replied to one of them, 

‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did you not agree with me for the usual daily wage? 14Take what belongs 

to you and go; I choose to give to this last the same as I give to you. 15Am I not allowed to do what I choose 

with what belongs to me? Or are you envious because I am generous?’ 16So the last will be first, and the 

first will be last.” 
 

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

HOMILY 

 

CHRIST HYMN  Philippians 2:5-11 
 

5Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God, did not 

regard equality with God as something to be exploited, but emptied himself, taking the form of a 

slave, being born in human likeness. And being found in human form, he humbled himself and 

became obedient to the point of death—even death on a cross. Therefore God also highly exalted him 

and gave him the name that is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, 

in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is 

Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION AND PEACE 
 

Each petition concludes… 

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

The prayers conclude… 

…through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen. 
 

The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 

 



OFFERING PRAYER 
 

The prayer concludes… 

…through Jesus Christ, now and forever. Amen. 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we…join their unending hymn: 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Following the Words of Institution… 

Now gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this 

day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 

lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 

glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Following the invitation… 

In union, O Lord, with your faithful people at every altar of your Church where the Holy Eucharist is now 

being celebrated, I desire to offer to you praise and thanksgiving. I remember your death, Lord Christ; I 

proclaim your resurrection; I await your coming in glory. Since I cannot receive you today in the Sacrament 

of your Body and Blood, I beseech you to come spiritually into my heart. Cleanse and strengthen me with 

your grace, Lord Jesus, and let me never be separated from you. May I live in you, and you in me, in this 

life and in the life to come. Amen. 

 

SENDING 
 

The prayer concludes… 

…and ☩ give you peace. Amen. 
 

Be at peace. Serve the Lord. Thanks be to God! 
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