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Atonement in Action 

Atonement  Lutheran Church  
5 Wyomissing Boulevard,  Wyomissing,  Pennsylvania 19610  

Phone:   610 -375 -3512 |  Fax 610 -375-3511 |  www.atonementwyo.org  

Late Fall Schedule 
 

Sunday Worship 
8:30 & 11:00 AM 

 

Bible Study Zoom 
9:45 AM 

Guiding Principles: 
 

Jesus is Lord. 
 

Everyone is welcome. 
 

Love changes people. 
 

Everyone has some-
thing to offer. 

 

The world needs what 
we have. 

 

from Reclaiming the “L” Word 

God has freed us for the 
Journey of Discipleship 

with Jesus: 
 

Worship 
 

that leads to  
 

Formation  
 

that leads to  
 

Fellowship  
 

that leads to  
 

Servanthood. 

All Saints Sunday on November 1, 
 at 8:30 and 11:00 AM 

 
The custom of commemorating all of the saints 
of the church on a single day goes back at least 
to the third century. All Saints Sunday cele-
brates the baptized people of God, living and 
dead, who make up the body of Christ. On this 
day, many congregations, including Atone-
ment, will remember the faithful who have died 
during the past year. Rest eternal grant them, O 
Lord; and let light perpetual shine upon them!  

Don’t forget to 
set your clocks 
back an hour  
after you’ve  

finished eating 
all that  

Halloween  
candy! 

Pledge Campaign for 2021 
 
Each Fall, the members and friends of our congregation pledge their financial sup-
port for this ministry in the coming year. The process of pledging is first and fore-
most a spiritual discipline in which Jesus’ people ask themselves, “Is my financial 
support for the Church commensurate with my gratitude to God for all the gifts God 
has given me?” The process of pledging is also helpful in a very practical way. Each 
Fall, our congregation’s leadership prepares a budget for the coming year, which the 
congregation approves at our annual meeting on the last Sunday of January. This 
year, our leadership wants to make sure we prepare a realistic budget that keeps 
our ministry living within the means God entrusts to us through you.  
 
2021 Pledge Cards will be available beginning in November. Please take some 
time over the coming weeks to prayerfully consider your financial partnership with 
Atonement. Both members and friends of the Atonement congregation are welcome 
to show their support for what the Spirit of Jesus is doing through Atonement in this 
important way! Thank you for everything you have done, said, and shared with 
Atonement to help our congregation endure these trying times! And thank you for 
everything you will share in 2021!  
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Council Members 
 

Class of 2018 
Tom Endy ♦ Ed Kern, Jr. 

Katie Sensenig ♦ Bryan Wang  
 

Class of 2019 
Ann Bastian ♦ Louise Fair 

Debbie Gentry ♦ Tim 
McGuirk 

 

Class of 2020 
Patty Lehr ♦ Cara Pepper 

Tyler Rankin ♦ Deb Seyler 
 

2020 Officers 
 

Bryan Wang, president 
Tim McGuirk, vice president 

Cara Pepper, treasurer  
Deb Seyler, secretary 

 
Council meets on the second 
Monday of the month at 7:00 

PM. We are currently meeting 
by Zoom. 

Financial Report 
as of September 31 

 

September Unrestricted Income  $65,936  
September Expenses    $65,284  
 

YTD Unrestricted Income      $731,582  
YTD Unrestricted Expenses      $657,943 
 

Capital Campaign Income      $1,066,954  
Capital Campaign Expenses   $1,374,742  
 

Thank you so much, Atonement, for 
your incredible generosity! 

 

Please contact Amy Rogers with any questions. 

Council Update from 
Council President Bryan Wang  

 
Recently, Council conducted a comprehensive review of our policies—our “rules” for our-
selves and for staff leadership. This policy monitoring exercise, in which we evaluate our 
compliance with those rules, is a routine but important function of Council under the model 
of policy governance. 
 
During policy monitoring, we discussed the need for Council to keep defining and refining 
the church’s understanding of our “Ends.” Ends policies express what we are to do, for 

whom, and at what cost. When Pastor Hersch was called to Atonement, Council described our Ends as “raising the 
next generation of Christians” and “increasing participation from young families.” 
 
As we remain committed to discerning and articulating our purpose as a community of God, we’re examining how 
exactly Atonement should pass on the faith to people of all ages and what the content of that faith is. The answers, 
we believe, relate to the discipleship journey of worship, formation, fellowship, and service and to the guiding    
principles that can help us navigate as we move as followers of Christ. 
 
In that regard, we’re excited by everyone in the Atonement family who’s managed to stay engaged and support the 
life of the church through the challenges of 2020. We’re thrilled by the return to in-person Sunday morning ser-
vices and by the groups, young and old, participating in the Bible studies and reading of The Story. We’re grateful to 
those tending our church and serving our congregation and the world beyond with their hands and talents. 
 
And we’re inspired by those who are putting their faith in action through social justice efforts. (An update from the 
Social Justice Task Force appears elsewhere in this newsletter.) While that work represents a response to societal 
events, it’s also a response to our Christian calling. We trust God will continue to help us all see our mission ever 
more clearly and put our minds, hearts, and bodies to work, changing the world in Jesus’s name. 
 
Finally, we’re planning for the next Council class, whom you will elect at our annual meeting in January, God    
willing. (That meeting will likely have a remote component; details to come.) If you or someone you know feels 
called to help govern the church, please contact Tim McGuirk, our congregation’s vice-president, who is chairing the 
nominating committee. 

Gifts of stocks or securities are always welcome donations. If you plan to give stock or securi-
ties, please notify the office of the pending donation to Atonement’s Schwab Account at Weik 
Investments (the office will  provide account number, etc.), along with the purpose for which you 
are donating it, the name of the stock, its value, where it is coming from, and who the donor is. 
 

Don’t forget that your offering can be given by credit card on our website, by texting to the 
number 610-624-8412, and by scanning the QR code to the right with your smart phone.  
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2020 Northeastern Pennsylvania Synod 
Assembly 

an update from Pastor Ryan 
 

On October 16, 18, 23, and 24, the Northeastern Pennsylvania Synod gathered by Zoom for our 
very first virtual synod assembly. Thanks to the incredible work of our synod’s leadership, the 
digital platform for the assembly worked extremely well. It was extremely important that the 
tech worked well because our synod had some very important business to do! At this assembly, 
we needed to elect a new bishop to a six-year term. After twelve years of faithful ministry, 
Bishop Samuel Zeiser will be retiring on December 31. 
 

As some of you may have read in the newspaper or otherwise known, I was one of the final candidates for bishop. 
 

As a newcomer to the synod, I’ve noticed a couple things about us. First of all, this is a big synod! We have twice the 
number of congregations as many synods—but not twice the budget. Our congregations just don’t have the financial 
means to support the synod at the same level they did a generation ago. This imbalance will make it increasingly difficult 
for our synod to afford the staff hours necessary for the traditional configuration of synod ministry to function well. 
And this will be happening at a time when our congregations will need the ministry of the synod more than ever!  
 

The second thing I’ve noticed about our synod is that there are incredible talents for the work of Jesus on this territory. 
Certainly there are talents for congregation-based ministry among our lay leaders, deacons, and pastors. There are also 
talents among them for synod-scale mission, as well as a yearning for a way of doing synod that’s a little more effective 
in releasing those particular talents. Unfortunately, the size of the synod just makes it difficult for leaders with gifts for 
synod-scale mission to share those gifts.  
 

As I’ve been praying about these things over the last few years, a vision gradually came into focus for me. 
 

I proposed to the assembly that we elect the next bishop with the understanding that she/he/they would only serve a single 
six-year term. I am of the opinion that there is entirely too much talent on our territory and within the several genera-
tions of clergy to lock up that position for more than six years. Moreover, the state of the world and the condition of the 
Church’s mission are in such flux these days that the synod really needs to re-evaluate what kind of leadership we need in 
a bishop at least every six years. Beloved incumbent bishops have a tendency to make that discernment work feel less ur-
gent to a synod. A single, six-year term would give the next bishop a sense of urgency about raising up a bench of candi-
dates for bishop with experience in synodical mission. 
 

I also proposed that we spend the next six years carefully and intentionally decentralizing the ministries of the synod. 
Decentralization could impact candidacy (how we raise up, educate, and train new deacons and pastors), mobility (how we 
transfer deacons and pastors from one church to another), and the revitalization/consolidation of congregations. There are 
things in our ELCA polity that the bishop must do (though the bishop’s authority is actually quite limited). Whenever the 
next bishop is able, however, I proposed that she/he/they should push authority, training, and accountability for the minis-
try of synod down and out to our local leadership, dramatically flattening our hierarchy to create a missional network. This 
could help our synod to live well within our means, to faithfully fulfill the ministry of synod, and to raise up leaders with 
experience for synod-scale mission. After six years, the synod could choose to maintain this decentralization or to re-
centralize when we elect our next bishop. 
 

I cannot tell you, my friends, what an honor it was to share this vision with our synod’s assembly. I felt like Paul sharing 
his vision of the Macedonian Man with his fellow missionaries! 
 

On the final ballot, the synod elected Rev. Christopher deForest to serve as the fifth bishop of our synod. The Bishop-
Elect currently serves as the pastor of Trinity Lutheran Church, Kutztown. His leadership was absolutely instrumental in 
helping the synod to very successfully pull off the virtual assembly. He truly has a pastor’s heart, but also has experience 
as both an organizational leader and a consultant on missional corporate culture. He has reverence for the good work Bish-
op Zeiser and this synod have done over the last twelve years, and is ready, willing, and able to lead us in trying new 
things for the sake of Jesus’ gospel. I am excited to see how God leads us through Bishop Chris, and ask you to join me in 
praying him health, wisdom, and success in his ministry. 
 

For my part, I’m feeling very much affirmed in my sense of call to God’s work through Atonement. I believe there are 
things we have learned together about congregational revitalization that can be a blessing to our synod. I’ve already com-
municated to Bishop Chris that he can count on our congregation to do our part in the next chapter of the synod’s mission! 
 

God bless you all for your partnership in this ministry! 
 
Ryan+ 
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Pastoral Care Ministry 
 
As a church family we enter the season of harvest and Thanksgiving with the Celebration 
of All Saints Day on November 1. All Saints Day is a Christian Celebration honoring the 
belief that there is a powerful spiritual bond between those in heaven and the living. At 
Atonement traditionally our service includes a lovely, yet tender and emotional time of re-
membering loved ones who have died within the past year. The names spoken are the 
names of ones who walked with us as brothers and sisters in Christ. The names spoken are 
the loved ones of our brothers and sisters. We are, after all, a family. 
 
After a name is spoken, a chime rings into the nave. The chime resonates for a time leav-
ing a lingering sound creating an air of a great cloud of witnesses. Memories rise of ones who walked before us. 
Tears fill our eyes as we linger in memory, in joy, and in sorrow. A holiness and stillness fill the nave. The final 
name is spoken, the last chime resounds and lingers in the air. 
 
We, as a family, embrace in our hearts our brothers and sisters who are grieving the death of a loved one. This year, 
2020, the year of the coronavirus pandemic asks us not to embrace another due to the danger of spreading the virus. 
This year we have not had celebrations of life that call us together as a community to remember, to celebrate, to lift 
to God the loved ones who have died. We have not heard the words of comfort reminding us that loss of physical life 
is not an ending, but rather a new living in eternal life with our God. In many instances, we have not been able to 
see one another to speak into the grief. We have not been in community to speak or to hear words of comfort.  
 
This year, 2020, we have spent a lot of time in solitude in our individual homes. Even in a crowded family there can 
be a sense of aloneness in not gathering with ones who are usually a part of our week. Many of our church family, 
and our circle of friends or coworkers, are still unable to venture out of their homes due to the virus. There is a grief 
in the separation from familiar voices, faces, and rhythms of yesterday. Yes, there is a grief…and yet, we are called 
to be a voice of hope in a world desperately in need of hope. 
 
How then do we engage in lifting our voices and speaking into the loneliness, the fear, the anxiety, the grief of our 
people? How then do we listen to the one who sits alone not sure how to get through another day? How do we real-
ize that it is God tapping us on the shoulder, whispering in our ear, when a person rises for us in our thoughts, seem-
ingly out of the blue? Maybe it is time to pick up the phone, write a note, offer a socially distanced, masked  
visit if it is safe for you to do so. 
 
Pastoral care, let’s do this together…“for all  the saints who from their labors rest.” 
 
With thanksgiving, 
Your Pastoral Care Team 

Need Prayer? 
 

The prayer team is a ministry here at Atonement that will pray 
for all requests daily. You can make your needs known by call-
ing or e-mailing the church office or a member of the pasto-
ral care team. Interested in joining this ministry and becoming 
a pray-er with us? Contact Dorothy DeLong for more infor-
mation. Please consider being a part of this important ministry! 

from the Prayer Team 
 

When you love someone,  
the point is to focus on  

their happiness. 

In response to the memories of the ones who will be called by name on All Saints Day, 
and in response to the ones who grieve, a Grief Gathering will be offered on Tuesday 
afternoons at Atonement on November 17, November 24, December 1, December 8, 

and December 15, from 1:30-3:00 PM (classroom to be announced). For more           
information or to sign up please call Lois Hein at 610-678-6543 or email 

lhein@atonementwyo.org. 
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Atonement Blood Drive 

Blood is in short supply and numerous donation sites have not re-opened. 
 
Atonement will host a blood drive Tuesday November 3, from 1:00-6:00 PM in 
Lundin Hall. We really need your help in this important ministry. Please sign up on
-line at www.giveapint.org. Go to “Blood Drive Calendar” in the heading, then 
“Schedule to Donate” in the next heading, then search by zip 19610. Check 
“Mobile” and put start and end dates as 11/03/20. When sites are listed, select 
Atonement and click on the Schedule. Online readers, click here: 

 

https://donor.giveapint.org/donor/schedules/drive_schedule/69265 
 

You can sign up for any available slot. You may also come as a walk-in! No one will be turned away! Please con-
sider donating at this very needy time. If you have questions call Ken Lord, M.D., at 610-375-3512 x104 or email at 
klord@atonementwyo.org. 

Social Justice Task Force Update 
 

After getting a full go-ahead from Council, the Social Justice Task Force has begun meeting to talk about how  
Atonement can best live out the "Everyone Is Welcome" guiding principle and Christ's call to care for our brothers 
and sisters. 
 
We see three important avenues for that work to begin: 

1) Pursuing a "Reconciling in Christ" designation for our congregation, making a public affirmation of our  
welcome to our LGBTQIA neighbors. 

2) Creating educational opportunities for our community to learn more about what it means to be anti-racist. 
Look for information on an upcoming Zoom speaker soon. 

3) Finding ways to directly connect our congregation with those in our wider community who may be         
marginalized or in need, through existing ministries or new partnerships. 

 
The high school youth have also expressed an interest in social justice education and outreach, especially around  
racism, and will be working with Pastor Julie in parallel and side by side with our team. 
 
Our next meeting will be Thursday October 29, at 7:00 PM via Zoom. Email karenewang72@gmail.com if you'd 
like to join the mailing list. 

Atonement’s Christmas Giving Tree 
 
As most things during the COVID pandemic, this year’s Giving Tree will look as little different. We understand the 
difficulty of providing the usual generous display of our Christmas spirit, and that many of us do not feel           
comfortable physically shopping. In answer to the important work of the Teen Parent Program @ BCIU, we offer 
the following two options in place of our traditional Angel Tree in 2020.  
 
We are accepting checks for $25.00 or more for a child's (birth-to-3-months) gift to benefit the child of a Berks 
teenager. The check should be made payable to Atonement Lutheran Church and include BCIU Teen Parent Gift 
on the memo line.  
 
Members may also choose to support the library of a Reading School District school with a check of any amount, 
also made payable to Atonement Lutheran Church with RSD library on the memo line.  
 
Donations should be sent to the church no later than November 30 in order to be forwarded onto the correct        
locations in time for their staffs to buy the desired gifts. 
 
If you are interested in assisting with these programs for Christmas 2021, please contact Crystal in the office.   

mailto:karenewang72@gmail.com


Volume 20, Issue 6 Atonement In Action November 2020 

6 

Everyone is welcome*: Making our church inviting to  
LGBTQIA+ Individuals and Families 

by Rachel Gambone 
 
Far too often, LGBTQIA+ people are made to feel unwanted at houses of worship. Our Northeastern Pennsylvania 
Synod recently presented an online workshop entitled “We Love” to help churches welcome 
LGBTQIA+ community members as Jesus welcomed us.   
 

On the national level, the ELCA's 2009 Social Statement on Human Sexuality made it possible for Atonement to call 
Pastor Julie, a member of the LGBTQIA+ community. On the congregational level, Atonement can continue to culti-
vate an authentic, welcoming environment. We can adopt a written statement that affirmatively welcomes 
LGBTQIA+ people, which would designate Atonement as a “Reconciling in Christ” church. As individuals, we can 
share a smile, a handshake, and an introduction to communicate our genuine affirmation that our LGBTQIA+ sib-
lings belong in God's house. 
 

At the workshop, Pastor Julie and Rev. Deb Taylor’s “Creating Safe Spaces” presentation focused on attitudes and 
behaviors we express in ALL of our sacred spaces — at the door, in the bathroom, in gathering spaces, and in the 
worship space. While we can make our physical space more welcoming, we can also make sure everyone feels seen, 
heard, and valued — honoring the image of God in them. Individuals and communities need to recognize our starting 
point, where we may have hurt or are hurting folks with our language and behaviors, and just start working!  
 

And finally, the presentation “God’s Queer Eye” with Rev. Noah Hepler, star of Season 5 episode 1 of Netflix’s 
Queer Eye, was a fascinating reflection on his experience on the show and his own growth in grace. He lifted up the 
Japanese art form of kintsugi, a way of mending broken things that both accentuates the brokenness and yields some-
thing even more beautiful. God’s grace works on each of us in this way – mending our most vulnerable sharp edges 
and making us even more beautiful than before. And God doesn’t make junk in the first place!   
 
*from Reclaiming the "L" Word: Renewing the Church from Its Lutheran Core 

Happy retirement, Mick Bryan! 
 

Thank you for your years of service! 
 
Mick Bryan has served as Sexton for Atonement Lutheran Church since January of 2008.   
After all these years of faithful service, he decided to retire September of 2020. Taking on 
the big job of keeping the building clean, setting up weekly room arrangements and serving 
as Sexton for funerals, weddings and special events are just a few of the responsibilities 
that Mick handled with excellence and great care. 
 
In my work as property manager, Mick was also a much needed help with those occasional maintenance tasks that 
required a helping hand. He would help keep track of the many building systems, noting problems with lights, 
plumbing, HVAC, furniture, etc. Though we were kept busy all year round, the summer was an especially challeng-
ing time spent refurbishing preschool classrooms, cleaning and refinishing tile floors, and painting work. Winter 
time could be a demanding season. When ice and snow hit, interior floors would become so coated in ice melt from 
foot traffic that Mick and I would spent many hours mopping up salt residue. To keep folks safe, he was careful to 
apply ice melt outside entrances, in the parking lots and sidewalks, shoveling snow that had drifted or was pushed 
onto the property by snow plows. 
 
Though officially retired, Mick has made it known he is still available to help out wherever he can. That’s the kind 
of person Mick is, always genuinely glad to get things done. 
 
Tom Gresh, Property Manager 
 
I thoroughly enjoyed my time as Sexton at Atonement, helping everyone and keeping things clean and organized. I 
will miss seeing everyone each day, but especially the preschoolers — they always brightened my day. 

-Mick Bryan 
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Are you receiving e-mails from the Church? 
 

Since the beginning of the pandemic, the pastors, our staff, and 
other volunteers have been sending updates, announcements, 
and opportunities to the congregation by e-mail. We have dis-
covered that sometimes these mass e-mails end up in folks’ 
junk mail folders! Some people have realized that they haven’t 
signed up for the church’s e-mails. If you would like to do so, 
please contact our office manager, Crystal by phone or e-mail. 

Rejoice with those who rejoice,  
weep with those who weep. 

 

Romans 12:5 

Start Each Day With Music!  
 

Does music inspire you? Recharge you? Soothe you? If 
so, follow Atonement on Facebook, and check out our 
homemade music videos, posted each morning at 9:00, 
seven days a week. You’ll hear organ, piano, and vocal 
music, all performed by members and friends of Atone-

ment. Watch, like, comment, and share! 

Pastoral acts in October 
 

Funeral for Patricia Woodring 
October 8 

 
Affirmation of Baptism (Confirmation) for 
Grace Allmendinger, Nole Aurentz, Ashley 

Baker, Olivia Gordon, Kaya Laubach, Hadley 
Lynch, Riley Mattes, Vivian Rogers, Sullivan 

Wengrowski, and Taryn Yourkavitch 
October 25 

Memorials 

In memory of William E. (Bill) Cook, Jr.: 
Nancy M. Hemmerich 
Virginia and Ronald Stufflet 
Elizabeth B. Rothermel 
Dorothy H. Hill 
Charles and Carol Lurch 
Pauline M. Kostura 
H. Donald and Darlene Cook 
Marilyn L. Poore 
Marian E. Pounder 
Regina F. Copeland 
Peg and Paul Brass 
David and Barbara Reeser 
Art and Gail White 

In memory of Timothy A. (Tim) Ebbert: 
Donald and Kathryn Wise 
Marian E. Pounder 
Jim and Cathy Snyder 
Raymond Stocker   
Beth L. Bossler 
Judy and Geoff Stoudt 
Charles and Carol Lusch 
William L. Sweney 
Warren and Mary Lou Schlottman 
Glenn and Sally Miller 
Barbara B. Leinbach 
Doug and Fran Tieman 

Thanksgiving and Memorial Fund 

Endowment & Building Funds 
 

In memory of Timothy A. (Tim) Ebbert: 
Jo Eileen Sturgis 

Sunday Attendance in October 
 

        8:30 11:00  
First Sunday in October    65     44 
Second Sunday in October    54     48  
Third Sunday in October   63     38 
Fourth Sunday in October   54     35  
Worship for Confirmands   81 
 

Total October attendance     482 

Music Fund 
 

In memory of William E. (Bill) Cook, Jr.: 
Martha Hafer 
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Sunday School news 
 
Our Sunday school families continue their reading of The Story For Children, a chronolog-
ical narrative of the stories in the Bible. Heading into November, we will be turning our 
Old  Testament sights on David, Solomon, the prophets Elijah, Elisha, and Isaiah, the fall 
of the kingdom, and the rebuilding the wall. We will conclude our Old Testament reading 
by November 22. Weekly, Sunday school children can tune into our Sunday Children’s 

Chapel either by Facebook or our Atonement YouTube channel. Our Children’s   
Chapel highlights some of what was read the previous week, shares our theme song, and 
provides a children’s message related to our readings. Whether you are reading The Story 

or not, tune in each Sunday. You never know what you might see! 

Youth 
 
Social Justice, particularly around anti-racism, is a topic six of Atonement’s young people are interested in learn-
ing about and making a difference in our community. Some of their goals include education on the topics, strategies 
for dealing with conflict and resultant feelings, and using social media as an effective tool in the transformative work 
of anti-racism. They met on Sunday, October 18, to discuss how we will move forward as a group, unpack some  
specific examples of privilege, and what leadership roles they might take in the group.   

Advent Wreaths 
 
While it is not a safe practice to offer our traditional Advent wreath making event in 
person, we are bringing the event to you...in your homes! Save the date for Sunday, 
November 29 (the first Sunday of Advent), for an Advent wreath supply pick up. 
We will supply your family with all you need to create your own Advent wreath to 
make at home, including an oasis, greens, candle holders and candles. Save the date, 
and stay tuned for specific details about our parking lot materials pick up! 
 
On that note, WE NEED GREENS! If you have shrubbery and/or trees on your 
homestead that you could provide for others to create their Advent wreath, we would 
greatly appreciate your donations! You can drop off your greens anytime at the church 
during the week of November 22-28. Any type of pine bough, boxwood, holly and 
more is greatly appreciated. Thank you in advance for your greenery donations! 
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Confirmation 
 
This year, twenty-two youth are 
signed up for the Confirmation     

Program, with 17-18 participating 
in the last three classes. Using the  
question “Who are you?” we’ve 
spent time getting to know one an-
other, and exploring God as Trinity 
(three-in-one) and God as Creator.  
This coming month we’ll spend 
more time with God as Redeemer 
and God as Spirit. Classes this year 
are split into two groups, morning 
and evening, and masks and distanc-
ing are keeping us healthy as we 
continue to meet in person! We are 
keeping our meetings flexible and 
meeting two-to-three times a month.   

The Story: 
9:45 AM Sunday Zoom 

 
Have you ever wanted to get into the habit of reading the Bible, but didn’t 
know where to start? Have you ever started reading the Bible, but found 
you couldn’t understand it? Pastor Ryan and Pastor Julie have just the 
recommendation for you! Join us as our congregation reads an accessible, 
chronological novelization of the entire Bible. This novelization,       
produced by Zondervan Publishing House, is 
called The Story. Over the course of the coming 
months, we will be reading this 31-chapter 
book and discussing it along the way during our 
weekly Sunday morning Zoom. We will be 
reading the New International Version of the 
book (not the King James version). Please take 
some time to order or download the book before 
as we continue reading this fall. It’s never too 
late to join us! You can use your computer or 
phone, Sunday mornings at 9:45AM via zoom.   

Confirmands! 
 

This past month ten youth affirmed their baptism on Reformation Sunday! We rejoiced as Grace Allmendinger, 
Nole Aurentz, Ashley Baker, Olivia Gordon, Kaya Laubach, Hadley Lynch, Riley Mattes, Vivian Rogers,  
Sullivan Wengrowski, and Taryn Yourkavitch claimed this discipleship journey. It’s been a weird year for them, 
as for us all, but we celebrated with their families/invited guests with masks on and giving gifts from the congrega-
tion, including a hand cross for prayer and cake pops made by Michelle Huber! Thank you to all who have walked 
with them in their journey so far, and keep it up!   

League Of Lutherans (LOL) 
the youth group for 4th-6th graders 

 
Six youth and two adults participated in our League of Lutheran CROP “Walk” this 
year. Using our rain location of Atonement’s gym, we walked down the stairs to play 
kickball in honor of the CROP Walk, so we did more running than walking! Thanks to 
generous donations from Atonement members and CROP Walk families, we raised 
over $500 to help alleviate hunger locally and nationally, and the kids learned a little 
bit about hunger in our nation and world. The world needs what we have, and we are so 
grateful for your partnership in this annual hunger ministry. The thing is, we were    
having so much fun that we forgot to take pictures! But check out the great masks that 
CROP Walk sent instead of t-shirts this year! 
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Preschool News 
 
October was a busy, fun-filled month at Atonement Christian Preschool. We had picture 
days with photographer Meghan White. We learned about fire safety with the video 
Sparky’s ABCs of Fire Safety and practiced fire drills. We celebrated the fall harvest with 
apple tasting, pumpkin carving, and scarecrow crafting. Pastor Julie and Mr. Yenser 
hosted preschool chapel with a prerecorded service about being afraid, and God being big-
ger than all our fears. It included a story, song, and prayer. Each class viewed the service 
on the televisions in their classroom.  
 
For Halloween, we are trying something new for 2020. Instead of our traditional in-class 
costume parades and our annual Family Fall Festival, the preschool staff will host Preschool Trick or Treating. 
The preschool families are invited to come in costume on Halloween morning to collect treats from festively deco-
rated tables that will be socially distanced on the front lawn. The staff and I are excited to host this fun family event! 
 
Another new offering for 2020 has been Explorer enrichment for our PreK classes. In the past, our Explorer class 
was an add-on enrichment class on Tuesday and Thursday afternoons but this year we have added the world culture 
lessons to our PreK curriculum. Teacher Mrs. Brossman with the help of assistant teacher Mrs. Miller teach our two 
PreK classes about the cultures of the world’s countries. On Wednesdays and Fridays, in small groups, the students 
head to the Explorer classroom for a lesson, play time and an art project. They learn some words in the language of 
the country they are studying. So far, they have visited Mexico, Canada, Brazil, Nicaragua, and the Panama Canal. 
The children really enjoy their Explorer enrichment time! 
 
In November, the classes will learn about nutrition and being healthy, gratefulness and Thanksgiving. The classes 
will have in-class Feasts before Thanksgiving break November 25-30. Happy Thanksgiving from the students and 
staff of Atonement Christian Preschool! 

Atonement Christian Preschool is supporting one of our families, The Roland family, with thoughts and prayers. 
The family includes mom Barbara, dad Andy, daughters Charlotte and Alice, and son Matthew. In July, 7-year-old    
Charlotte was diagnosed with a level 4 medulloblastoma brain tumor. She has undergone several brain surgeries and 
radiation. In November, she will relocate to St. Jude’s in 
Memphis, TN, with her mom and grandma for four months 
of clinical trial chemotherapy and radiation.  
 
Charlotte is a beautiful, strong, smart girl who loves God, 
her family, and her life of school, friends, dancing, swim-
ming, going to the beach, and playing with her 5-year-old 
sister and 3-year-old brother. She is a preschool alumnae 
and her siblings are current preschool students. On   
Friday, October 16, the preschool staff wore bright colors 
and Charlotte Strong t-shirts in honor of Charlotte and her 
family. We are hosting a school-wide Charlotte Strong Day 
on October 28, where students and staff are invited to wear 
bright colors, rainbows or Charlotte Strong shirts to show 
our love and support for this brave girl and her family.  
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Sunday worship this November 

All Saints Day ♦ November 1 
Pastor Ryan preaching 

Thanksgiving for the Saints at both services 
 

All Saints celebrates the baptized people of God, living and dead, who are the 
body of Christ. As November heralds the dying of the landscape in many north-
ern regions, the readings and liturgy call us to remember all who have died in 
Christ and whose baptism is complete. At the Lord’s table we gather with the 
faithful of every time and place, trusting that the promises of God will be ful-

filled and that all tears will be wiped away in the new Jerusalem.  

 

the twenty-third Sunday after Pentecost ♦ November 8 
Pastor Julie preaching 

 

Today the prophet Amos calls for justice to roll down like waters. Paul urges us 
to encourage one another with the promised coming of the Lord. Jesus tells the 
parable of the wise and foolish bridesmaids. Surrounded by the faithful of every 

time and place, we celebrate Christ’s coming in our midst in the word of life 
and the feast of victory—the marriage feast of the lamb.  

 

the twenty-fourth Sunday after Pentecost ♦ November 15 
Pastor Ryan preaching  

 

Our readings during November speak of the end times. Zephaniah proclaims 
that the coming day of the LORD will be filled with wrath and distress. Paul 
says it will come like a thief in the night and urges us to be awake and sober. 
Jesus tells the parable of the talents, calling us to use our gifts, while we still 

have time, for the greater and common good. In a world filled with violence and 
despair, we gather around signs of hope—word, water, bread, and wine—eager 

to welcome the good news of Christ’s coming among us.  

 

Christ the King ♦ November 22 
Pastor Ryan preaching  

 

On this final Sunday of the church year our gospel is Jesus’ great story of judg-
ment. In the end, the faithful are those who served Christ by ministering to those 
who are poor, hungry, naked, sick, or estranged. In the first reading God is the 
shepherd who seeks the lost, weak, and injured and feeds them with justice. We 
gather this day to celebrate the reign of Christ and his victory over death, yet 

we await the consummation of all things yet to come. Acknowledging Christ as 
our merciful ruler, we go forth that his reign may be known in our loving words 

and deeds.  

 

the first Sunday of Advent ♦ November 29 
Pastor Julie preaching  

 

Stir up your power, and come! The psalmist’s plea in Psalm 80:2 has become 
familiar to us in the Advent prayers. Isaiah wants God to rip the heavens open. 

Both cry out for an apparently distant, angry God to show up, to save, to re-
store. When we hear Jesus describing the coming of the Son of Man with stars 
falling from heaven, it can sound dire and horrible, not like anything we would 
ever hope for. But when we really look at the suffering of people God loves, we 

can share the hope that God would tear open the heavens and come.  

Complete readings for 
the Sundays of  

November 
 

November 1 
 

Revelation 7:9-17 
Psalm 34:1-10, 22 

1 John 3:1-3 
Matthew 5:1-12 

 
November 8 

 

Amos 5:18-24 
Psalm 70 

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 
Matthew 25:1-13 

 
November 15 

 

Zephaniah 1:7, 12-18 
Psalm 90:1-8 [9-11] 12 
1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 

Matthew 25:14-30 
 

November 22 
 

Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24 
Psalm 95:1-7a 

Ephesians 1:15-23 
Matthew 25:31-46 

 
November 29 

 

Isaiah 64:1-9 
Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19 
1 Corinthians 1:3-9 

Mark 13:24-37 
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Atonement Business Directory 

Online Opportunities for Formation and Fellowship 
 

If you have access to a computer, make sure you are getting our weekly emails with links to 
online worship opportunities, Bible studies, prayers, worship announcements and 
more! Contact Crystal at cshirk@atonementwyo.org with your email address to get added 
to the database. We use Mailchimp to send those messages, so you may have to check your 
spam folder the first time you are expecting to receive a message. 

Do you have a business to list? If you are a member of Atonement in good standing, and a local professional,   
business proprietor, or an employee of a local business, please send your information to cshirk@atonementwyo.org. 
The Atonement Business Directory will be posted on atonementwyo.org in the coming weeks. 

Health Services 
 
Ellen Bryan, Practice Site Manager 
Penn State Community Medical Group -  All About Chil-
dren 
PSHMG - All About Children is a Pediatric practice found-
ed in 1991 by Dr. Eve Kimball that cares for ALL children 
regardless of ability to pay or social circumstance.  We 
have 7 doctors and 5 nurse practitioners and accept all in-
surances and self-pay. Curbside and Telehealth visits are 
available and home visits by special arrangement when 
possible.   
655 Walnut Street, West Reading, PA 19611 
Phone:  610-372-9222 
Fax:   610-372-0232 
www.aacpp.com 
 

Legal Services 
 
Jill M. Scheidt, Esquire 
Masano Bradley 
Concentrations in wills, powers of attorney and living 
wills,    estate administration and divorce. 
1100 Berkshire Boulevard, Suite 201, Wyomissing, 
PA  19610 
Phone:  610-372-7700 
Masanobradley.com 
Jscheidt@masanobradley.com 
 

Financial 
 
Ray Melcher, President 
Marathon Capital Advisors 
Offers business succession services to company owners 
who wish to sell their business and to business persons who 
wish to buy a business. Also assist business owners and 
executives with obtaining business financing. Also serves 
as interim, part time, transitional business leadership and 
management as CEO, COO, or other executive level role. 
4 Park Plaza, Wyomissing. PA 19610 
Phone:  610-898-8086 x22 
 

 

HVAC 
 
Raymond Stocker, Vice President 
Alltemp Enterprise,Inc. 
Alltemp Enterprise, Inc. is a HVAC Contractor. Residen-
tial, commercial, and industrial heating and air condition-
ing. We service any make, sell and install Carrier brand.  
5 Front Street Plaza, Mohnton, PA 19540 
Phone:  610-796-1233 
ray@alltempenterprise.com 
 

Real Estate 
 
Barry Ciabattoni, Realtor, CSP, GRI 
Re/Max of Reading 
Representing both buyers and sellers in Berks county for 30 
years. 
1290 Broadcasting Rd. Wyomissing, PA 19610 
Cell:  610-698-2623 
Office:  610-670-2770  x3242 
Website: BarryCsells.com 
 
Sue Colon, Realtor 
Caldwell Banker Residential Brokerage 
975 Berkshire Blvd. Suite 100, Wyomissing, PA 19610 
Office: 610-373-9900 
Cell: 610-223-2456 
sue.colon@cbhomes.com 
 
Dave and Mel Mattes 
RE/MAX of Reading 
We have a team of 4 experienced Realtors and we assist 
people to sell and purchase residential real estate in Berks 
and surrounding counties. 
1290 Broadcasting Rd., Wyomissing, PA 19610 
Phone: 610-334-0294 
davidmattes@remax.net  
www.DaveMattesTeam.com 
 
Eva Eisenbrown 
Associate Broker/Broker Appraiser 
Phone:  610-334-3496 
evae3018@gmail.com & evae@kw.com 

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2furldefense.com%2fv3%2f__http%3a%2fwww.aacpp.com__%3b%21%21Ls64Rlj6%21nal8H3zEAdersg91ZQfH7aafWSYT7Yht5HYhhadJH7aqrYjsXZvP2p8hIeIMU1hhgZMEBp7e%24&c=E,1,QJKFMJ-RrR0lt8NOdgI5wzs19oqapRdrog-Y-wdaDOcnTElbnxmuWrEA
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fMasanobradley.com&c=E,1,Y29DhCix5cAZLqtmJWmm1vQ8JXwqih7nrBeejfGn9OO1nSLIMO93JkHaSaf3aPR5mWmCaNN1EeWHhF7HHpo2Q9H8hk5krFsoWfGw2oD0GgCBHw,,&typo=1
mailto:Jscheidt@masanobradley.com
mailto:ray@alltempenterprise.com
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fBarryCsells.com&c=E,1,FW-bvo4ir3seEY2hu4KHQ8dA217id4S3yhIqk_lGNajWLfk3s688z0kk03kvPO-4cilfjn62fA02PnOvujcHvEoSo5iWp00XqEa7FN2l1vlF8u7b0JCf&typo=1
mailto:davidmattes@remax.net
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.DaveMattesTeam.com&c=E,1,0eE694q4vwLKLJOj78N2RMZ3NJfRf5JXGaNg06HB9WzsZiG4nL3iYPEfbeBQiaqDMuxS7-CmpCHLXSP4lg5FmZIZr3-Om7KrjNfm3zBeRTcX5AN1&typo=1

