
worship guide for 
 

THE FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
 

November 29, 2020 ♦ 8:30 & 11:00 AM 

 

The angels who appeared to Zechariah, Mary, and Joseph all proclaimed “Fear not!” in response to the 

human emotions displayed before them. God’s word also breaks into the fears of our world with the 

promise of Christ. Surely God is our salvation; we will trust, and will not be afraid! 

 

The assembly’s responses are in bold print. 

 

PRELUDE      
 

Following the prelude, the assembly stands for Confession and Forgiveness. 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

The prayer for purity concludes… 

…through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

The assembly sits or kneels for confession. 
 

Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 

against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We 

have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake 

of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight 

in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 
 

The absolution concludes… 

…and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

Following the absolution, the assembly stands. 

 

LIGHTING OF THE WREATH 
 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
 

The prayer concludes… 

…that we may sing for joy at the coming of your Son, our Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

Following the prayer, the assembly is seated.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



READING   Malachi 4:1-5 
 

1 See, the day is coming, burning like an oven, when all the arrogant and all evildoers will be 

stubble; the day that comes shall burn them up, says the LORD of hosts, so that it will leave them neither 

root nor branch. 2But for you who revere my name the sun of righteousness shall rise, with healing in its 

wings. You shall go out leaping like calves from the stall. 3And you shall tread down the wicked, for they 

will be ashes under the soles of your feet, on the day when I act, says the LORD of hosts. 
4Remember the teaching of my servant Moses, the statutes and ordinances that I commanded him at Horeb 

for all Israel. 
5Lo, I will send you the prophet Elijah before the great and terrible day of the LORD comes. 6He 

will turn the hearts of parents to their children and the hearts of children to their parents, so that I will not 

come and strike the land with a curse. 
 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God! 
 

Following the reading, the assembly stands to welcome the gospel. 

 

ACCLAMATION  sung to the tune of Once in Royal David’s City 
 

♫ Alleluia! Lord and Savior:  

open now your saving word.  

Let it burn like fire within us;  

speak until our hearts are stirred.  

Alleluia! Lord, we sing  

for the good news that you bring. 

 

GOSPEL   Luke 1:8-20 
 

The holy gospel according to Luke. Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

8Once when he was serving as priest before God and his section was on duty, 9he was chosen by lot, 

according to the custom of the priesthood, to enter the sanctuary of the Lord and offer incense. 10Now at 

the time of the incense offering, the whole assembly of the people was praying outside. 11Then there 

appeared to him an angel of the Lord, standing at the right side of the altar of incense. 12When Zechariah 

saw him, he was terrified; and fear overwhelmed him. 13But the angel said to him, "Do not be afraid, 

Zechariah, for your prayer has been heard. Your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you will name him 

John. 14You will have joy and gladness, and many will rejoice at his birth, 15for he will be great in the sight 

of the Lord. He must never drink wine or strong drink; even before his birth he will be filled with the Holy 

Spirit. 16He will turn many of the people of Israel to the Lord their God. 17With the spirit and power of 

Elijah he will go before him, to turn the hearts of parents to their children, and the disobedient to the wisdom 

of the righteous, to make ready a people prepared for the Lord." 18Zechariah said to the angel, "How will I 

know that this is so? For I am an old man, and my wife is getting on in years." 19The angel replied, "I am 

Gabriel. I stand in the presence of God, and I have been sent to speak to you and to bring you this good 

news. 20But now, because you did not believe my words, which will be fulfilled in their time, you will 

become mute, unable to speak, until the day these things occur." 
 

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Following the gospel, the assembly is seated. 

 

SERMON 
 

Following the sermon, the assembly stands. 

 



BENEDICTUS   Luke 1:68-79 
 

"Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, for God has looked favorably on God’s people and redeemed them. 

God has raised up a mighty savior for us 

in the house of God’s servant David, 

as God spoke through the mouth of God’s holy prophets from of old, 

that we would be saved from our enemies and from the hand of all who hate us. 

Thus God has shown the mercy promised to our ancestors, 

and has remembered God’s holy covenant, 

the oath that God swore to our ancestor Abraham, 

to grant us that we, being rescued from the hands of our enemies, 

might serve God without fear, in holiness and righteousness 

before God all our days. 

And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High; 

for you will go before the Lord to prepare God’s ways, 

to give knowledge of salvation to God’s people 

by the forgiveness of their sins. 

By the tender mercy of our God, 

the dawn from on high will break upon us, 

to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, 

to guide our feet into the way of peace." 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

God of Zechariah, you break into our fearful world with news of joy and gladness. Give light to all who sit 

in darkness, and guide our feet into the way of peace. Amen. Come, Lord Jesus! 
 

God of Mary, you know the fears of your people. Lift up the lowly, especially those who are sick, those 

who mourn, those who are hungry, and all in need of your care. Amen. Come, Lord Jesus! 
 

God of Joseph, your message calls us to let go of our fears and place our trust in you. Sustain us in your 

hope as we await our Savior’s birth. Amen. Come, Lord Jesus! 
 

God of all creation, you name us as your precious and chosen people and redeem us through Christ. Take 

hold of our hearts and shine your love through our lives. Amen. Come, Lord Jesus! 

 

PEACE 
 

The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



GREAT THANKSGIVING  sung to the tune of Angels, from the Realms of Glory 
 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we…join their unending hymn: 
 

♫ Holy, holy, Lord most holy, 

God of pow’r and God of might: 

Heav’n and earth reveal your glory. 

Hail, hosanna, Lord of light! 

Blessed be the coming Savior. 

Hail, hosanna, Lord of light! 
 

Following the Words of Institution…  

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this 

day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 

lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 

glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Following the invitation, the assembly remains standing. 

 

SENDING 
 

God for whom we wait, in this meal you give us a foretaste of that day when the hungry will be fed 

with good things. Send us forth to make known your deeds and to proclaim the greatness of your 

name, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

The blessing concludes… 

…peace and joy, hope and gladness. Amen. 
 

Be at peace. Be not afraid! Thanks be to God! 
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