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Atonement in Action
Winter Schedule
Sunday Worship
8:30 & 11:00 AM
Bible Study Zoom
9:45 AM

Advent at Atonement
The angels who appeared to Zechariah, Mary, and Joseph all proclaimed “Fear
not!” in response to the human emotions displayed before them. God’s word also
breaks into the fears of our world with the promise of Christ. Surely God is our salvation; we will trust, and will not be afraid!

Fear not, Zechariah!

November 29 ♦ Pastor Julie preaching
Malachi 4:1-6 ♦ Luke 1:5-25

Fear not, Mary!

December 6 ♦ Pastor Ryan preaching
2 Samuel 7:11b-17 ♦ Luke 1:26-38
Guiding Principles:
Jesus is Lord.
Everyone is welcome.

Love changes people.
Everyone has something to offer.
The world needs what
we have.
from Reclaiming the “L” Word

God has freed us for the
Journey of Discipleship
with Jesus:

Worship
that leads to

Formation

Fear not, Elizabeth!

December 13 ♦ Pastor Julie preaching
Isaiah 43:1-7 ♦ Luke 1:39-45

Fear not, Joseph!

December 20 ♦ Pastor Ryan preaching
Isaiah 7:13-16 ♦ Matthew 1:18-25

In the coming weeks, we will be announcing our schedule for
worship on Christmas Eve and Day.
Music Countdown to Christmas
December’s daily Facebook music posts at 9:00 AM
will feature Christmas songs throughout the month.
You’ll continue to hear organ, piano, and vocal, both
new and old recordings, all performed by members and
friends of Atonement. Watch, like, comment, and share
the joy of Christmas!

that leads to

from the Prayer Team

Fellowship

Blessed is the season which engages in the
whole world in a conspiracy of love.

that leads to

Servanthood.

- Hamilton Wright Mabie
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Council Update from
Council President Bryan Wang
Recently, I heard the pastor of a local ELCA church, one who’s long been familiar with our
congregation and ministries, remark on how there seems to be something different about
Atonement, how we seem to be in a new place.
I think so, too. The work we’ve engaged in over the past year, in spite of the pandemic—
and perhaps in part because of the pandemic—talking about God’s mission, sifting through
our guiding principles, sorting through ways to put our faith in action to care for one
another, our neighbors, and the strangers in our midst: all this work seems new and exciting to me.
Then again, maybe it’s not so new. Many of us are simply rediscovering, reclaiming, or reminding each other of
our identity and our call as Lutherans and Christians. Certainly, I’ve always admired the deep faith of my fellow
congregants and how they minister to others, within our walls and without, with such humility, compassion,
dedication, and lovingkindness. But for us to collectively recognize our identity as Jesus people, articulate it in clear
and simple language, and act on it with purpose and energy does seem like a renewal if not a transformation in the
making.
In any event, we Council members want to keep it going. We want to build on the momentum you generated last
year in those many Sunday mornings discussing guiding principles and the look and feel of discipleship. With Dave
Daubert’s Living Lutheran: Renewing your Congregation (part of the same series as Kelly Fryer’s Reclaiming the
“L” Word) providing context and with Pastor Ryan leading us in prayer, conversation, and study of scripture,
Council is deepening our understanding of mission and engaging in a process to discern a purpose statement for
Atonement. That statement, like the guiding principles, will be provisional in nature; it will have to do until we can
lead the whole congregation in the process. But—as with the guiding principles—we trust the process itself will
move us and that any intentional statement of purpose received from the Holy Spirit will guide and steer us well in
the coming months.
God has a dream. A dream of a transformed world filled with peace, justice, mercy, righteousness, and love. A
dream of a future that surpasses anything we’ve experienced in the past. A dream that will come true regardless of
what we do or don’t do. And yet, we can play a part in realizing that dream, acting on faith and with purpose in
response to the amazing grace we’ve been given.
Lord, thy kingdom come.
Council Members

2020 Officers

Class of 2018
Tom Endy ♦ Ed Kern, Jr.
Katie Sensenig
Bryan Wang

Bryan Wang, president
Tim McGuirk, vice president
Cara Pepper, treasurer
Deb Seyler, secretary

Class of 2019
Ann Bastian ♦ Louise Fair
Debbie Gentry
Tim McGuirk
Class of 2020
Patty Lehr ♦ Cara Pepper
Tyler Rankin ♦ Deb Seyler

Council meets on the second
Monday of the month at 7:00
PM. We are currently
meeting by Zoom.
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Sunday Attendance
in November
1st Sunday in November
2nd Sunday in November
3rd Sunday in November
4th Sunday in November

8:30
57
60
56
55

Total November attendance 228

11:00
57
47
32
47
183
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Pledge Campaign for 2021
Each Fall, the members and friends of our congregation pledge their financial support for this ministry in the coming
year. The process of pledging is first and foremost a spiritual discipline in which Jesus’ people ask themselves, “Is
my financial support for the Church commensurate with my gratitude to God for all the gifts God has given me?”
The process of pledging is also helpful in a very practical way. Each Fall, our congregation’s leadership prepares a
budget for the coming year, which the congregation approves at our annual meeting on the last Sunday of January.
This year, our leadership wants to make sure we prepare a realistic budget that keeps our ministry living within
the means God entrusts to us through you.
2021 Pledge Cards are available now. Please take some time over the coming weeks to prayerfully consider your
financial partnership with Atonement. Both members and friends of the Atonement congregation are welcome to
show their support for what the Spirit of Jesus is doing through Atonement in this important way! Thank you for
everything you have done, said, and shared with Atonement to help our congregation endure these trying times! And
thank you for everything you will share in 2021!

Financial Report
as of October 31

October Unrestricted Income
October Expenses

$95,552
$63,910

YTD Unrestricted Income
YTD Unrestricted Expenses

$827,134
$721,853

Capital Campaign Income
Capital Campaign Expenses

$1,067,525
$1,374,742

Thank you so much, Atonement,
for your incredible generosity!
Please contact Amy Rogers with any questions.

Gifts of stocks or securities are always welcome donations. If
you plan to give stock or securities, please notify the office of the
pending donation to Atonement’s Schwab Account at Weik Investments (the office will provide account number, etc.), along
with the purpose for which you are donating it, the name of the
stock, its value, where it is coming from,
and who the donor is.
Don’t forget that your offering can be
given by credit card on our website, by
texting to the number 610-624-8412,
and by scanning the QR code to the right
with your smart phone.

If you need an update on where your 2020 pledge stands, please contact Amy Rogers!
Pastoral acts in November
Remembrance of the Departed for those who have died since last All Saints Sunday
November 1

Baptism for Landon James Crone
November 7

Baptism for Vail Valdis Ross
November 8
3

Baptism for Carolina Theresia
Detweiler, November 22
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Flower Boxes
of Love
It is time again for refreshing flower boxes and
growing friendships with the people of the
Ricktown neighborhood of Reading. We have
installed lots flower boxes in Reading. Due to
COVID we will be only dropping off kits for
flower box owners of pine & holly boughs,
a bright bow, and a note. This project is one
tangible, visible way to love your neighbor.
The flower boxes are simply a door opener for
building relationships while also serving as an
inspiration for residents and passersby.
Preparation and delivery help is needed also!
Use the sign-up link to see what help is still
needed:
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0e49a9a
822a4f94-flower8

Sunday School news
On November 22, our Sunday School families reading The Story for Children finished
the first 21 chapters of the book, taking us all the way through the stories of the Old Testament. We concluded our Old Testament reading with a Children’s Chapel about Daniel and
his faithfulness in prayer. Our lessons and readings took a one week break on November
28, but we will spend 2 weeks reading Chapter 22, The Birth of a King, as we enter into
Advent. If your family did not receive a copy of The Story, and you would like one, we
still have copies, and it’s never too late to join us as we begin the New Testament.
Please contact Melissa Hazlett at mhazlett@atonementwyo.org to request your book.
The season of Advent began on November 29, and our annual Advent Event of creating wreaths had to be put on
hold as an in-person gathering. However, that did not mean no wreaths! An Advent wreath kit pick up was held
November 29, during which families were able to pick up fresh greens and all supplies needed to make their wreath.
Many thanks to all Atonement members who so kindly clipped and dropped off boughs of all sorts of greenery!

While we are not having our Christmas Pageant similar to what has
been done the past 2 years, we still are preparing for Christmas Lessons and Carols, a virtual Christmas Pageant. All children have the
option to participate by creating special art pieces that will reflect each
part of the story and carols being sung. Again, art kits with supplies and
instructions were available for distribution to families, and students created their masterpieces at home. All finished artwork (and remaining art
supplies) are due back to church by Friday, December 11. Stay tuned
to view our online Christmas Pageant on December 20.
As these next several weeks unfold and we navigate the course of the
pandemic, please make sure to check your email inboxes and future
newsletters for all updated information regarding Sunday School and
children’s ministries. We do not know what the future holds, but we
want to make sure we are able to reach all families when the time
comes to bring children back to Sunday School gatherings and other
faith formation events.
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Confirmands
Just a reminder that in October
these ten young people affirmed
their baptism in a special service at 9:45 AM. Since the congregation didn’t get to participate in-person as they usually
do, the families gathered made
the promise on Atonement’s
behalf to support these siblings
in Christ and pray for them in
their life in Christ. In honoring
that promise, please take a moment now wherever you happen to be to give thanks and
pray for each of them in their
continuing faith journey. Or,
make it a daily prayer by choosing one person to pray for each
day or for the week. Thank you
for continuing to support these
young disciples!

Holy Spirit obstacle course! The blindfolded student is following the voice of
the “Holy Spirit” guiding her safely
through various obstacles. There was
also a “distractor” student, representing all the things that distract us from
following Jesus.

Confirmation

Youth

Who are you? By the time of
printing we should have
completed our fall unit of
study using this question to
explore our own identity,
who God is, and who our
neighbors are. While students will “take a break”
from classes until the new
year, they will complete sermon response forms during
the intervening time to encourage their worship life,
biblical literacy, and learning
how to listen to a sermon.

We have begun our work on antiracism by examining what privilege is
through Peggy McIntosh’s Invisible
Knapsack, and diving into Ibram X.
Kendi’s How to be an Antiracist. So
far we have read and discussed the
Introduction through Chapter 5. It is
not too late to join – Pastor Julie has
extra copies of both books we selected
if you’d like to read with us! We meet
bi-weekly, with our next Zoom
“gathering” on December 13, for
which we will read Chapter 6 (and
maybe 7) of Kendi’s work. Contact
Pastor Julie for more details and to get
on the email and text lists.

League of Lutherans
(LOL)
th th
junior youth group for 4 -6 graders

With the ever-increasing COVID numbers, why don’t we do something safer than gathering? Let’s do a Secret Buddy! Pastor Julie will send out an invitation directly to families to participate, with a brief profile/questionnaire for the
4th-6th grader to fill out; if you wish to participate please respond! Youth can do something as simple as an encouraging note or hand-drawn Christmas card dropped in the mail, or as elaborate as dropping off a silly present on their
buddy’s doorstep. If you have a 4th-6th grader in your life and you don’t hear from Pastor Julie by the time you
receive this newsletter, reach out directly to her to make sure you get in on the fun!
5
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Pastoral Care Ministry
A view from the pastoral care field as we move from the season of harvest into a season of
waiting…waiting for healing, waiting for relief from sorrow, waiting for a vaccine to
prevent coronavirus, waiting for release from isolation, and waiting to rejoin our families
and church family. We have stored up supplies for the long cold winter…we long for
refreshment, we long for hope.
As your pastoral care team, we listen and respond to those who are in need, who are lonely, who are in pain, who are grieving, who struggle with life’s transitions, and those who
are hungry.
We are equipped to meet our people where they are. We celebrate the ministry of companioning, even though it
looks different amid coronavirus. We are more dependent on phone calls and emails from each of you to inform us
of your needs or the needs of the ones who you are in contact with.
In the month of October into November, two more people prepared to become Stephen Ministry Leaders. We
celebrate Cindy Laubach and Rachel Gambone for responding to the tap on their shoulder and saying yes to the call
to learn and lean into the skills needed to train and lead our existing Stephen Ministers. They will also be part of the
team that will train our members who are called and through discernment are identified as potential Stephen Ministers. This one-on-one relationship has proved to be an answer to prayer for people who are going through significant
life transitions and crisis in their life. Please notify a pastor or a member of the Pastoral Care Team through the
church office if you need this type of one on one ministry.
A new ministry is being born which will help meet the needs of those in our congregation who are experiencing
loneliness, isolation, and sadness during these months of coronavirus separation.

Care Connections will be discipled by Cindy Laubach and myself to connect our members who are isolated or in
need of a weekly phone chat and check in. We have a list of skilled, caring people who are committed to making
caring connections. Please email Crystal Shirk at cshirk@atonementwyo.org or call the church office 610-3753512 to receive a call or to identify someone you know of that might benefit from this ministry.
As we prepare for the celebration of the birth of Christ, let us not forget to nourish ourselves with the word of God
through worship and prayer. Let us take that good food and bless our families, friends, neighbors and the world with
our abundant love and steadfast care, made possible through Jesus love for each and all of us. May it be so.
In Christ’s love and service,
Your pastoral care team

From our Health Advocate,
Dr. Ken
Blood Drive —

Our Atonement community continues
to be generous and giving. Our blood drive on November 3
was a huge success. All 25 available appointment were
filled, and 24 units of blood were collected. Several new
donors joined many repeat donors. Thank you for your participation in this wonderful community ministry. Remember
that giving a unit of blood saves lives.

Transportation Ministry —

Unfortunately due to the COVID pandemic, our
transportation ministry is on hold. We are in need of new members for this ministry
when it is reactivated. Please contact me if you are interested and available to provide
medical related transportation for our members in need.
6

Volume 20, Issue 7

Atonement In Action

December 2020

Atonement Social Justice Task Force
"Jesus fed the hungry, healed the sick, granted mercy to sinners, cared for the oppressed and commanded that we
love our neighbors."
So begins the document Joanne Gabel has so beautifully written to outline the spirit-led work being done by our Social Justice Task Force. We have felt called as a group in many directions, but with one central purpose—living into
Atonement's guiding principles, especially "Everyone is welcome."
This has led us to begin discerning if Atonement is ready to live into a Reconciling in Christ designation, where we
publicly affirm and welcome the LGBTQIA community into our congregation. It has led us to sign on to the ELCA
antiracist pledge and collect antiracism resources into a shareable list. It has led us to encourage and support our
youth as they strive for justice and educate themselves and us on these issues. It has led us to sponsor a speaker
event originally scheduled for Monday November 23, but will be rescheduled soon, open to our congregation and
surrounding community to hear PSU Berks professors, Dr. Justin Desenso and Dr. Jessica Shockley, discuss Critical
Race Theory 101. It has led us to reach out to Pastor Mary Wolfe at Hope Lutheran Church to find out how we
might partner in outreach work in Reading through their various ministries.
We will continue to share and discern together where God is calling us to do Jesus work with the hungry, the sick,
the marginalized. If you'd like to join our efforts, know that you are always welcome and email Karen Wang at
karenewang72@gmail.com to join our mailing list.

Family Promise Fundraiser
Family Promise will be holding a “Night Without a Bed”
virtual fundraiser December 4 – 5. During this event they
are asking individuals and families to literally spend a night
without their bed whether inside, outside in a tent, or braving a night in their car. They have set a goal of $5,000 and
hope you and others can help surpass this mark. In addition to raising money, it is a great way to raise awareness of
the hardships many in our society are facing.
Post photos of your Night Without A Bed on social media, tag @FamilyPromiseBerks, use the hashtags
#NightWithoutABed and #FamilyPromiseBerks, and ask sponsors to support your efforts to help families and youth
experiencing homelessness. Visit https://charity.gofundme.com/o/en/campaign/night-without-a-bed-20201 or
https://www.familypromiseofberks.org/events/ for more information and to register.

Thanks to Family Promise, parents gain employment, families move into housing, and children can begin returning
to a more stable life. Join Family Promise of Berks County for one night, December 4 - 5, to help youth and families
in our community!

Need Prayer?

Are you receiving e-mails from the
Church?

The prayer team is a ministry here at Atonement that will pray for all requests daily.
You can make your needs known by calling
or e-mailing the church office or a member of the pastoral care team. Interested in
joining this ministry and becoming a pray-er
with us? Contact Dorothy DeLong for more
information. Please consider being a part of
this important ministry!

Since the beginning of the pandemic, the pastors, our
staff, and other volunteers have been sending updates,
announcements, and opportunities to the congregation
by e-mail. We have discovered that sometimes these
mass e-mails end up in folks’ junk mail folders! Some
people have realized that they haven’t signed up for the
church’s e-mails. If you would like to do so, please
contact our office manager, Crystal by phone or e-mail.
7
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Preschool News
The last month of preschool was filled with Halloween fun and Thanksgiving gratitude.
Our Trick-or-Treat at Preschool event was a fun-filled morning of costumed preschoolers picking up treats from their teachers’ festively decorated tables. It was such a great
morning that we plan to make it an annual event. In November, the preschool classes were
thankful for their health, nutritious foods, their families, Thanksgiving and much more! We
viewed preschool chapel recorded by Pastor Julie and Mr. Yenser. We collected several
boxes of food for the Bethany Lutheran Church food pantry.
After the pantry collection, the preschool supported Celia Cosentino’s 2nd annual Book
Drive for the Penn State Hershey Children’s Hospital. From November 16 through December 4, preschool families
were asked to donate new children’s books to preschool alumna Celia’s service project. You may recall, Celia was
diagnosed with a rare brain tumor in August 2018 and endured chemotherapy, stem cell replacement, and radiation
over nine months of inpatient care. The preschool donations will help Celia reach her goal of collecting 700
books for the Children’s Hospital.
December is a magical time of year as our classes celebrate Christmas. Christmas celebrations will look a little
different this year due to COVID, but we plan to make it as special as possible. We will hear the Nativity Story,
learn carols, and make gifts for our parents. The Naturalist class will examine poinsettias, evergreens, and reindeer.
Freymoyer Christmas Tree Farm will provide us with a tree, and we will decorate it with embellished ornaments in
rainbow colors in support of our preschool alumna Charlotte Roland. Charlotte is currently at St. Jude Children’s
Research Hospital in Memphis undergoing a clinical trial including chemotherapy and radiation for a brain tumor.
Her sister Alice and brother Matthew are current preschool students.
The week of December 14, the Toddler and Threes classes will sing carols in their classrooms as Mrs. Dauber
records them. The videos will be shared with parents on our YouTube channel. On December 18, the PreK and
Fours classes will sing carols in the church one class at a time. We will livestream and record the performances for
safe widespread family viewing. Preschool will be closed from December 21 through January 1 for Christmas
Break. We wish everyone a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!
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God’s Work, Our Hands!
On Saturday, November 21, seven members of Atonement spent the morning hard at work helping Hope Lutheran Church’s Pastor Mary Wolfe, her husband, daughter, and grandson clean up a property to create a neighborhood
garden and green space. Many thanks to Dave Aurentz, Nole Aurentz, George Fulton, Bill Laubach, Jeff Laubach,
Ryan Laubach, and John Lehr.

World Hunger Donations for Christmas 2020
Due to the uncertainty of the in-person worship opportunities this Christmas season, we will be collecting for World
Hunger only, in place of our usual World Hunger and poinsettia collection. If you would like to make a donation,
use the form below and return to the church no later than December 20. If you choose online giving for World Hunger, please send an email to cshirk@atonementwyo.org with the information requested in the form.
—- —- —- —- —- —- —- —- —- —- —- —- —- —- —- —- —- —- —- —- —- —- —- —- —-

World Hunger Donation
Donor Name(s)_________________________________________________________________________________
wish to provide a donation to World Hunger in the amount of $___________________________________________
In loving memory of:____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
In thanksgiving for:
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
3 easy ways to pay:
__________ check payable to Atonement enclosed
__________ text payment to 610-624-8412
__________ scan QR code (QR code will take you to atonementwyo.org)
Thank you for your donation!
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Atonement Business Directory
Health Services

Real Estate

Ellen Bryan, Practice Site Manager
Penn State Community Medical Group - All About Children
PSHMG - All About Children is a Pediatric practice founded in 1991 by Dr. Eve Kimball that cares for ALL children
regardless of ability to pay or social circumstance. We have
7 doctors and 5 nurse practitioners and accept all insurances and self-pay. Curbside and Telehealth visits are available
and home visits by special arrangement when possible.
655 Walnut Street, West Reading, PA 19611
Phone: 610-372-9222
Fax:
610-372-0232
www.aacpp.com

Barry Ciabattoni, Realtor, CSP, GRI
Re/Max of Reading
Representing both buyers and sellers in Berks county for 30
years.
1290 Broadcasting Rd., Wyomissing, PA 19610
Cell:
610-698-2623
Office: 610-670-2770 x3242
Website: BarryCsells.com
Sue Colon, Realtor
Caldwell Banker Residential Brokerage
975 Berkshire Blvd., Suite 100, Wyomissing, PA 19610
Office: 610-373-9900
Cell:
610-223-2456
sue.colon@cbhomes.com

Legal Services
Jill M. Scheidt, Esquire
Masano Bradley
Concentrations in wills, powers of attorney and living
wills, estate administration and divorce.
1100 Berkshire Boulevard, Suite 201, Wyomissing,
PA 19610
Phone: 610-372-7700
Masanobradley.com
Jscheidt@masanobradley.com

Dave and Mel Mattes
RE/MAX of Reading
We have a team of 4 experienced Realtors and we assist
people to sell and purchase residential real estate in Berks
and surrounding counties.
1290 Broadcasting Rd., Wyomissing, PA 19610
Phone: 610-334-0294
davidmattes@remax.net
www.DaveMattesTeam.com

Financial

Eva Eisenbrown, Associate Broker/Broker Appraiser
Phone: 610-334-3496
evae3018@gmail.com & evae@kw.com

Ray Melcher, President
Marathon Capital Advisors
Offers business succession services to company owners
who wish to sell their business and to business persons who
wish to buy a business. Also assist business owners and
executives with obtaining business financing. Also serves
as interim, part time, transitional business leadership and
management as CEO, COO, or other executive level role.
4 Park Plaza, Wyomissing. PA 19610
Phone: 610-898-8086 x22

Bob Wertz, Realtor-Associate Broker
REMAX of Reading
Representing buyers and sellers in Berks for over 36 years.
1290 Broadcasting Rd., Wyomissing, PA 19610
Phone: 610-413-1346
bwertz@goberkscounty.com.
Custom Home Design and Construction

HVAC

Marc J. Geddio, President
Residential Designs by Geddio
Engineer stamped blueprints for custom homes and additions, since 1992.
Phone: 610-587-7273
MarcJ905@msn.com
CDsbyGeddio.com

Raymond Stocker, Vice President
Alltemp Enterprise,Inc.
Alltemp Enterprise, Inc. is a HVAC Contractor. Residential, commercial, and industrial heating and air conditioning. We service any make, sell and install Carrier brand.
5 Front Street Plaza, Mohnton, PA 19540
Phone: 610-796-1233
ray@alltempenterprise.com

Marc and Michelle Geddio,
President and Project Coordinator
Iron Gate Builders Inc.
Custom Home Builder in Berks and surrounding counties,
with more than 25 years experience.
Phone: 610-587-7273
Marc@IronGateBuildersInc.com
Michelle@IronGateBuildersInc.com
IronGateBuildersInc.com
Facebook: Iron Gate Builders Inc.

Do you have a business to list?
If you are a member of Atonement in good standing,
and a local professional, business proprietor, or an employee of a local business, please send your information to cshirk@atonementwyo.org.
10

