Volume 21, Issue 5

Atonement In Action

May 2021

Atonement in Action
Spring Schedule
Sunday Worship
8:30 & 9:45 AM
Fellowship Zoom
10:45 AM
Sunday Confirmation Class
10:30 AM & 6:30 PM

Sunday School News:
Children’s Chapel in May
We enjoyed seeing so many young faces in our first inperson Children’s Chapel on April 18! So let’s do it again!
On the Sundays of May 2, May 9, and May 16, during the
9:45 AM service, we will be offering a mini-series all
about the Ten Commandments. Please remember that
you must reserve your spot on the Sign-Up Genius for
worship for those Sundays—online readers can click the
links below. We hope to see you then.
CORRECTION: Last newsletter, we announced the return of in-person summer
VBS. However, we are changing our week slightly. The NEW week for VBS is
August 2 through August 6 from 9-11:30 AM. Sorry for the mix up with dates.
Hope you will join us! Stay tuned for registration and other important details.

Guiding Principles:

May 2 sign-up: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040445afaa22aaf85-thefifth
May 9 sign-up: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040445afaa22aaf85-thesixth
May 16 signup: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040445afaa22aaf85-theseventh

Jesus is Lord.
Everyone is welcome.
Love changes people.
Everyone has something to offer.
The world needs what
we have.
from Reclaiming the “L” Word

August 2-August 6

God has freed us for the
Journey of Discipleship
with Jesus:

Worship

that leads to

Formation
that leads to

Fellowship
that leads to

Servanthood.

Lace up your sneakers as we flex our muscles and have our
very own Faith Olympics VBS! Ages 3 through 5th grade are
invited to participate and bring a friend. 6th graders through
adults are invited to help. Registration coming soon! Contact
mhazlett@atonementwyo.org with questions.

A t o nem e nt L u t h er a n C h u rc h
5 Wyo mi ssi ng Boul e var d, Wyo mi ssi ng, Pennsyl vani a 19610
Phone: 610 - 375- 3512 | Fax 610 - 375- 3511 | www.at one ment w yo.o r g
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Matching funds campaign this Spring!
A generous donor has offered an unpledged gift of $10,000 for a matching funds campaign this Spring! Your
participation in this campaign will help keep our congregation’s finances stable as we gradually reopen for in-person
ministry. And because the donor knows that Atonement is not the only ministry in need, the donor has stipulated that
a tithe (10%) of all donations to the campaign be given to our local food bank, Helping Harvest. In order for your
gift to qualify for the campaign, it must meet the following requirements:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Your gift must be above-and-beyond your annual pledge.
If you do not pledge, your gift must be above-and-beyond your regular giving.
Your gift must be designated for Matching Funds on the envelope, the memo line, or in the online form.
Your gift must be received by the seventh Sunday of Easter, May 23.
In order to involve as many people as possible in reaching our goal, the maximum gift to the campaign will be
limited to $1,000.

Many thanks to our donor for their vision and generosity! Please prayerfully consider participating in this great
opportunity. We all have a part to play in making sure that Atonement remains financially stable during these
challenging times!

Financial Report
as of March 31, 2021

March Unrestricted Income
March Expenses

$ 120,102
$ 87,644

YTD Unrestricted Income
YTD Unrestricted Expenses

$ 272,216
$ 239,840

Capital Campaign Income
Capital Campaign Expenses

$1,073,475
$1,374,742

Thank you so much, Atonement,
for your incredible generosity!

Gifts of stocks or securities are always welcome donations. If
you plan to give stock or securities, please notify the office of
the pending donation to Atonement’s Schwab Account at Weik
Investments (the office will provide account number, etc.),
along with the purpose for which you are donating it, the name
of the stock, its value, where it is coming
from, and who the donor is. Don’t forget that
your offering can be given by credit card on
our website, by texting to the number
610-624-8412, and by scanning the QR code
to the right with your smart phone.

Please contact Amy Rogers
with any questions.

Pastoral acts — April 2021
Memorial service for Janis Longlott
April 21

In-person Sunday Attendance in April

(limit of 30 family “pods” per service, not to exceed 110)
1st Sunday in April
2nd Sunday in April
3rd Sunday in April
4th Sunday in April
Total

2021 Council and Officers

8:30 AM
58
50
67
47
222

9:45 AM
98
52
70
53
273

11:00 AM
96
N/A
N/A
N/A
96

from the Prayer Team:
“A Dozen Children”

Class of 2019

Ann Bastian ♦ Louise Fair ♦ Debbie Gentry ♦ Tim McGuirk

Between them, my mother and
mother-in-law had twelve children.
When I asked them for advice about
raising them, they both said
essentially the same thing.
“Just love them and pray.”

Class of 2020

Patty Lehr ♦ Cara Pepper ♦ Tyler Rankin ♦ Deb Seyler

Class of 2021

George Fulton ♦ Katie Sensenig ♦ Gary Mishler ♦ Bryan Wang
Tim McGuirk, president ♦ Cara Pepper, vice president
Katie Sensenig, treasurer ♦ Deb Seyler, secretary
Council meets regularly on the second Monday of the month at
7:00 PM. Council is currently meeting by Zoom.

— A Grateful Child
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Sunday worship this May
the fifth Sunday of Easter ♦ May 2
This Sunday’s image of how the risen Christ shares his life with us is the image of the
vine. Christ the vine and we the branches are alive in each other, in the mystery of
mutual abiding described in the gospel and the first letter of John. Baptism makes us a
part of Christ’s living and life-giving self and makes us alive with Christ’s life. As the
vine brings food to the branches, Christ feeds us at his table. We are sent out to bear
fruit for the life of the world.

the sixth Sunday of Easter ♦ May 9
This Sunday’s image of the life the risen Christ shares with us is the image of friendship.
We are called to serve others as Jesus came to serve; but for John’s gospel, the image of
servanthood is too hierarchical, too distant, to capture the essence of life with Christ.
Friendship captures the love, the joy, the deep mutuality of the relationship into which
Christ invites us. The Greeks believed that true friends are willing to die for each other.
This is the mutual love of Christian community commanded by Christ and enabled by
the Spirit.

the seventh Sunday of Easter ♦ May 16
The gospel for Easter’s seventh Sunday is always taken from the long prayer Jesus
prays for his followers in John’s gospel on the night before his death, and always
includes Jesus’ desire that his followers will be one as he and the Father are one. This
oneness is not mere doctrinal agreement or institutional unity, but mutual abiding,
interpenetrating life, mutual love, and joy. This oneness is the work of the Spirit whom
we have received but also await. Come, Holy Spirit!

the Day of Pentecost ♦ May23
Fifty days after Easter, we celebrate the outpouring of the Holy Spirit on Pentecost.
Crossing all boundaries that would separate us, the Spirit brings the wideness of God’s
mercy to places we least expect it—to a crowd of strangers of different lands and
tongues, to dry bones, to our weak hearts. Jesus promises his disciples that they will be
accompanied by the Holy Spirit, and that this Spirit reveals the truth. We celebrate that
we too have been visited with this same Spirit. Guided by the truth, we join together in
worship, and then disperse to share the fullness of Christ’s love with the world.

Readings for the
Sundays of May
May 2
Acts 8:26-40
Psalm 22:25-31
1 John 4:7-21
John 15:1-8
May 9
Acts 10:44-48
Psalm 98
1 John 5:1-6
John 15:9-17
May 16
Acts 1:15-17, 21-26
Psalm 1
1 John 5:9-13
John 17:6-19
May 23
Acts 2:1-21
Psalm 104:24-34, 35b
Romans 8:22-27

the Holy Trinity ♦ May 30

John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15

When we say God is the triune God, we are saying something about who God is beyond,
before, and after the universe: that there is community within God. Our experience of
this is reflected in Paul’s words today. When we pray to God as Jesus prayed to his
Abba (an everyday, intimate parental address), the Spirit prays within us, creating
between us and God the same relationship Jesus has with the one who sent him.

May 30

On the fifth Sunday of Easter, May 2, Vicar Michael Yesenko will
be preaching at both the 8:30 and 9:45 AM services. Vicar
Michael has been serving as the pastoral intern for Common
Ground Recovery Community since the beginning of the academic year, and now is in the final weeks of his internship. God bless
you on your journey toward ordination, Michael, and thank you
for bringing your ministry to our Atonement community!
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Isaiah 6:1-8
Psalm 29
Romans 8:12-17
John 3:1-17
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Call to Action for Eucharistic Ministers!
Sharon Calder

We are re-starting our Eucharistic Ministry program here at Atonement in the next couple
months. We would like to call back those EMs who have been with us before and are ready
to re-start their ministry of visiting and taking communion to those of our congregation
who are home-bound. We are also looking for those of you who are interested in this
program, which gives so much more than it asks for.
Right now, both the Highlands and Phoebe have opened up visitations to their residents.
All Eucharistic Ministers must be fully vaccinated (two weeks out from their second
shot) and provide a copy of their “COVID Card” to each facility in order to visit residents there. There are other
requirements for those institutions, but they are changing on a weekly basis. These visits usually occur monthly at
your convenience. We can assign anywhere from one to five people to each minister, depending on their level of
comfort and free time.
We’re hoping to have a meeting with everyone who is interested in the near future. There will be a “refresher”
course for those who are familiar with this, which can segue into a more detailed explanation for those who are
newbies. We can practice sharing Communion with each other to make everyone comfortable. Pastor Ryan and our
visitation pastor, Rev. Art Wyse, will both be there to answer questions.
If you are interested in this exciting ministry to our home-bound members, who have experienced so much isolation
over the past year, please contact Sharon Calder at szcalder@comcast.net, or call at 610-780-7278.

Memorials
Thanksgiving and Memorial Fund

Endowment Fund

In memory of Timothy Ebbert
Mark and Nancy Cobetto

In memory of Donald van Roden
Marian E. Pounder
Barbara Davis
Patricia Gernert
Robert R. Sharetts
Bill and Cindy Laubach
George and Martha Connolly

In memory of Rose Ciabattoni
Marian E. Pounder
In memory of Michael Trump
Raymond and Shirley Stocker

In memory of Joanne and Donald van Roden
Jo Eileen Sturgis
Barbara Homsher

Building Fund
In memory of Donald van Roden and Alfred Pettit
Art and Gail White

In memory of Alfred Pettit
Jo Eileen Sturgis
Dan and Eve Kimball
Marian E. Pounder
David and Susan Fox
Robert W. Pfeiffer
Evans and Barbara Goodling

Highlands Residents
Did you know that you can watch our online worship services on the Highlands Channel, #956?
Check your Highlands Happenings to see when the
service will be broadcast.

In memory of Mary Lee Davis
Barbara Davis

Need Prayer?
The prayer team is a ministry here at Atonement that will pray for all requests daily. You can make your needs
known by calling or e-mailing the church office or a member of the pastoral care team. Interested in joining this
ministry and becoming a pray-er with us? Contact Dorothy DeLong for more information. Please consider being a
part of this important ministry!
4
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Pastoral Care Update: Hope Springs Forth
Lois Hein

May news flash: The pastoral care team is hopeful! Many of our church family have
received full coverage vaccinations for coronavirus and some have had one shot. Some still
wait yet hope is in the air. Lord, we are grateful.
Hope springs forth…Our church family has assisted in fighting this pandemic by identifying
our church family and others in need and helping them to access shots. They are facilitating
transportation, assisting with registration technology, and identifying available vaccine
clinics. Many of our brothers and sisters are administering vaccines or providing clerical
support at sites. Thanks be to God for this unified effort to serve one another. Lord, we are grateful.

Hope springs forth…The pastoral care team is almost completely vaccinated. Pastor Art Wyse led the race receiving
full coverage by driving quite a distance to get on board. I am happy to say on March 16, 2021, Pastor Art made his
first pastoral visit to two of our homebound members since the shut down date of March 10, 2020! A full year has
gone by since our homebound and hospitalized have been allowed visitation. Since March 16, Pastor Art has made
several visits to our home bound family. Tender reunions, new insights, sharing of losses and fears, tears of sorrow,
tears of joy…tender ground. Lord, we are grateful.
Hope springs forth…Continuing our ministry to the dying, Pastor Ryan has donned protective equipment to come
alongside of our brothers and sisters to administer commendation for the dying. Before this he has used technology
to come alongside our loved ones and pray over them in their final hours. Hospitals are starting to lift some
restrictions in visitation. Pastor Ryan got both his Moderna shots and will be fully vaccinated on May 6! Lord, we
are grateful.
Hope springs forth…If you are grieving, please contact the church office if you are in need of grief support. If you
are experiencing loneliness, we are here to offer a listening ear, words of comfort, and support. Our phone ministry
is committed to faithful listening and offering a caring heart. Through Stephen Ministry, a One-on-One caring
relationship can companion you during a life crisis. Lord, we are grateful.
Yes, hope springs forth! Brothers and sisters, we, as a pastoral care team are here to walk with you during
challenging times in you and your families lives. How can you help us?
First: The next time you go to your Doctor ask that they put Atonement Lutheran Church on your religious
denomination in your chart. If you are hospitalized in the Reading Hospital we will get notification Monday through
Friday. If you are anywhere other than Reading, please let a family member know you would like the church
notified.
Second: Let us know if you or someone in your family is having surgery or needs support by calling Crystal at 610375-3512. Leave a message, they are confidential. Pastoral Emergency? Call or text Pastor Ryan at 623-229-9276.

Your Blood — Their Hope
Atonement will host a blood drive Tuesday, May 4, from 1:00-6:00
PM in Lundin Hall. As of the printing of this newsletter, there are
several openings available. Please consider donating at this very
needy time. Blood is in short supply and numerous donations sites
have not re-opened. Register online at giveapint.org, and click GIVE
BLOOD, then SCHEDULE NOW, and enter the zip code 19610 and
date of May 4 to see available times. Online readers can click here:

https://donor.giveapint.org/donor/schedules/drive_schedule/82214
Contact Dr. Ken Lord with any questions at 610-375-3512 x 104 or
klord@atonementwyo.org.
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Do you have an upcoming medical procedure? Call, text, or
e-mail Pastor Ryan to schedule
a time of prayer. Pastor Ryan is
scheduling pre-procedure prayers the day before the procedure
by telephone or at the altar the
Sunday before the procedure.
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Preschool News
The preschool has been enjoying the spring weather throughout April as the classes learned
about weather, ecology, flowers, and insects. In May, we will focus on our mommies, frogs
and turtles, sea animals in the ocean, and summer fun! The classes will spend time making
special gifts including videos of each class singing songs for their moms to celebrate Mother’s Day. During the month of May, we will have our annual Trike-a-Thon for St. Jude
Children’s Research Hospital. This year’s event is taking place in honor of preschool alum
Charlotte Roland who spent time at St. Jude for cancer treatment this year. We will be collecting monetary donations and having the children bring in coins for a “Coins for Kids”
collection. All money collected will be donated to St. Jude. The preschool year ends on June 3 & 4, with in-class ice
cream parties. We will host graduation ceremonies in the church for the fours and PreK classes the morning of June
4. It has been a different type of school year, but we are so happy to have been back in person for the 2020-21 year!
Registration for 2021-22 is going well. We have 105 students enrolled in 131 spaces. We have availability in our
three-year-old and four-year-old classes as well as our afternoon classes, Naturalist and Stay n Play. All registration
information is on our website including a virtual tour and video glimpses into our classes in action. Contact Mrs.
Dauber (610-375-8049 or jdauber@atonementwyo.org) with questions.
Summer Camps return to Atonement Christian Preschool starting in June. All are welcome and we have plenty
of space available. Check out the Summer Program tab on our website for more info.
Here are the camps we are hosting:

Naturalist Camp, June 14-18
Summer Fun Camp, June 28-July 2
Explorer Camp, July 12-16
Fairytales Camp, July 26-30
Kindergarten Kickstart, August 9-13
Preschool Storytime Camp, August 9-13

6
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Stand Up and Stand In
for Social Justice
Elise Wang

On Saturday, April 24, over twenty members of the
congregation and the Redeemed Christian Church of
God came together for a Stand Up Stand-In for Social
Justice event. As part of a larger project with similar
gatherings throughout the county and beyond, these
stand-ins were planned to draw attention to the issue of
racial inequities and justice through mini projects.

Bear Creek Camp
Registration opened in January! Register your kiddo for
camp now so they don’t miss out! This year’s theme is
CONTINUING PROMISE based on Psalm 110:5.
Details
and
registration
available
at
www.bearcreekcamp.org.

Throughout the afternoon, a livestream played, featuring inspiring messages about action and change from
leaders of the movement and local figures such as
Senator Judy Schwank. The sidewalk outside the
narthex was covered in chalk art with messages of
hope, love, unity, and support for the antiracism movement. Participants also wrote letters to congresspeople
regarding various social issues at the forefront of legislation today. Everyone came together in prayer for
hope and action regarding justice, peace, and a more
unified and equitable world.

Atonement scholarships are available!

Confirmation

It’s not just for students!
Everyone gathered on the parking lot for a group art
project, using their bodies to spell LOVE.

Confirmands are meeting with Pastor Ryan in the nave
on Sundays at either 10:30 AM and 6:30 PM, for their
spring unit of instruction. Pastor Ryan has invited their
parents and any other adults from the congregation to
join these sessions. Maybe you will remember something you forgot. Maybe some things you already
know will click together for you. And maybe you,
like the Confirmands, will learn something new!
Here is the schedule of topics for the remaining
weeks.
May 2 — Luther and Lutheranism
May 5 — the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America
May 16 — Atonement Lutheran Church
May 23 — You
7
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Atonement Business Directory
Health Services

Real Estate

Ellen Bryan, Practice Site Manager
Penn State Community Medical Group, All About Children
PSHMG - All About Children is a Pediatric practice founded in 1991 by Dr. Eve Kimball that cares for ALL children
regardless of ability to pay or social circumstance. We have
7 doctors and 5 nurse practitioners and accept all insurances and self-pay. Curbside and Telehealth visits are available
and home visits by special arrangement when possible.
655 Walnut Street, West Reading, PA 19611
Phone: 610-372-9222
Fax:
610-372-0232
www.aacpp.com

Barry Ciabattoni, Realtor, CSP, GRI
Re/Max of Reading
Representing both buyers and sellers in Berks county for 30
years.
1290 Broadcasting Rd., Wyomissing, PA 19610
Cell:
610-698-2623
Office: 610-670-2770 x3242
Website: BarryCsells.com
Sue Colon, Realtor
Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage
975 Berkshire Blvd., Suite 100, Wyomissing, PA 19610
Office: 610-373-9900
Cell:
610-223-2456
sue.colon@cbhomes.com

Stephen Fehnel, MD, Gynecology and Urogynecology
740 Penn Ave, West Reading PA 19611
610-376-3700
Stephenfehnelmd.com

Dave and Mel Mattes
RE/MAX of Reading
We have a team of 4 experienced Realtors and we assist
people to sell and purchase residential real estate in Berks
and surrounding counties.
1290 Broadcasting Rd., Wyomissing, PA 19610
Phone: 610-334-0294
davidmattes@remax.net
www.DaveMattesTeam.com

Legal Services
Jill M. Scheidt, Esquire
Masano Bradley
Concentrations in wills, powers of attorney and living
wills, estate administration and divorce.
1100 Berkshire Boulevard, Suite 201, Wyomissing,
PA 19610
Phone: 610-372-7700
Masanobradley.com
Jscheidt@masanobradley.com

Eva Eisenbrown, Associate Broker/Broker Appraiser
Phone: 610-334-3496
evae3018@gmail.com & evae@kw.com
Bob Wertz, Realtor-Associate Broker
REMAX of Reading
Representing buyers and sellers in Berks for over 36 years.
1290 Broadcasting Rd., Wyomissing, PA 19610
Phone: 610-413-1346
bwertz@goberkscounty.com.

Financial
Ray Melcher, President
Marathon Capital Advisors
Offers business succession services to company owners
who wish to sell their business and to business persons who
wish to buy a business. Also assist business owners and
executives with obtaining business financing. Also serves
as interim, part time, transitional business leadership and
management as CEO, COO, or other executive level role.
4 Park Plaza, Wyomissing. PA 19610
Phone: 610-898-8086 x22

Custom Home Design and Construction
Marc J. Geddio, President
Residential Designs by Geddio
Engineer stamped blueprints for custom homes and additions, since 1992.
Phone: 610-587-7273
MarcJ905@msn.com
CDsbyGeddio.com

HVAC
Raymond Stocker, Vice President
Alltemp Enterprise,Inc.
Alltemp Enterprise, Inc. is a HVAC Contractor. Residential, commercial, and industrial heating and air conditioning. We service any make, sell and install Carrier brand.
5 Front Street Plaza, Mohnton, PA 19540
Phone: 610-796-1233
ray@alltempenterprise.com

Marc and Michelle Geddio,
President and Project Coordinator
Iron Gate Builders Inc.
Custom Home Builder in Berks and surrounding counties,
with more than 25 years experience.
Phone: 610-587-7273
Marc@IronGateBuildersInc.com
Michelle@IronGateBuildersInc.com
IronGateBuildersInc.com
Facebook: Iron Gate Builders Inc.

Do you have a business to list? If you are a member of Atonement in good standing, and a local professional, business proprietor, or an employee of a local business, please send your information to cshirk@atonementwyo.org.
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