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Atonement in Action
Summer Schedule
Traditional Worship
8:30 AM
Informal Worship
9:45 AM

Atonement’s

Summer of Renewal
begins this Sunday with a four-week series
at our 9:45 AM informal service.

Guiding Principles:
Jesus is Lord.

Ruth

from ruin to renewal

Everyone is welcome.
Love changes people.
Everyone has something to offer.
The world needs what
we have.
from Reclaiming the “L” Word

God has freed us for the
Journey of Discipleship
with Jesus:

June 6 | Ruth 1

recovering from ruin
June 13 | Ruth 2

gleaning for hope
June 20 | Ruth 3

daring in faith

Worship

June 27 | Ruth 4

Formation

renewal beyond recovery

that leads to
that leads to

Fellowship
that leads to

Servanthood.
A t o nem e nt L u t h er a n C h u rc h
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Council Update
from council president, Tim McGuirk
We have passed through the stages of in person worship with reservations and assigned
seats, then reservations, pick your own seat, then no reservations, sit where you'd like, and
finally no reservations, no assigned seats, and no masks for fully vaccinated attendees! To
jump up and down with joy for me is not exuberant enough to express how I feel. And
singing!! To praise God in song is so uplifting. Human beings are built for community and
churches are often the most important community to which we belong. We are blessed to
belong to Atonement.
Council will meet again in June and continue focusing on re-engaging our congregation in the larger discernment
process of the missional culture work that was interrupted in March of 2020. We expect that Pastor Ryan's summer
experiment with second service will give us some insight in how we build on the provisional guiding principles as
published last year: Jesus is Lord; everyone is welcome; everyone has something to offer; love changes people; and
the world needs what we have.
Let's remember to acknowledge our staff for all the extra work this pandemic has caused them to perform—and perform with grace and effectiveness. Lastly, we are blessed with a supportive congregation and look forward to more
and more of us being together.

2021 Council and Officers

In-person Sunday Attendance in May

Class of 2019

1st Sunday in May
2nd Sunday in May
3rd Sunday in May
4th Sunday in May
5th Sunday in May
Total

Ann Bastian ♦ Louise Fair ♦ Debbie Gentry ♦ Tim McGuirk

Class of 2020

Patty Lehr ♦ Cara Pepper ♦ Tyler Rankin ♦ Deb Seyler

Class of 2021

George Fulton ♦ Katie Sensenig ♦ Gary Mishler ♦ Bryan Wang

8:30 AM
58
53
78
63
48
300

9:45 AM
50
52
71
56
61
290

Tim McGuirk, president ♦ Cara Pepper, vice president
Katie Sensenig, treasurer ♦ Deb Seyler, secretary

Need Prayer?

Council meets regularly on the second Monday of the month at
7:00 PM. Council is currently meeting by Zoom.

The prayer team is a ministry here at Atonement that
will pray for all requests daily. You can make your
needs known by calling or e-mailing the church
office or a member of the pastoral care team. Interested in joining this ministry and becoming a prayer with us? Contact Dorothy DeLong for more information. Please consider being a part of this important
ministry!

Highlands Residents, did you know that you can watch
our online worship services on the Highlands Channel,
#956? Check your Highlands Happenings to see when
the service will be broadcast.

Financial Report
as of April 30, 2021

April Unrestricted Income
April Expenses

$
$

YTD Unrestricted Income
YTD Unrestricted Expenses

$ 348,434
$ 311,224

Capital Campaign Income
Capital Campaign Expenses

$1,073,575
$1,374,742

Gifts of stocks or securities are always welcome
donations. If you plan to give stock or securities,
please notify the office of the pending donation to
Atonement’s Schwab Account at Weik Investments
(the office will provide account number, etc.), along
with the purpose for which you are donating it, the
name of the stock, its value, where it is coming from,
and who the donor is. Don’t forget
that your offering can be given by
credit card on our website, by texting to the number 610-624-8412,
and by scanning the QR code to the
right with your smart phone.

76,218
71,384

Thank you so much, Atonement,
for your incredible generosity!
Please contact Amy Rogers
with any questions.
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At our 8:30 AM traditional service this June…
the second Sunday after Pentecost ♦ June 6
A house divided against itself cannot stand. Jesus makes this observation in light of
charges that he is possessed. He is possessed, not by a demon, but by the Holy Spirit.
We who have received the Holy Spirit through baptism have been joined to Christ’s
death and resurrection and knit together in the body of Christ. Those with whom we
sing and pray this day are Jesus’ family. With them we go forth in peace to do the will of
God.

the third Sunday after Pentecost ♦ June 13
The mustard seed becomes a great shrub that shelters the birds, recalling ancient
images of the tree of life. We’d expect a cedar or a sequoia, but Jesus finds the power of
God better imaged in a tiny, no-account seed. It’s not the way we expect divine activity
to look. Yet the tree of life is here, in the cross around which we gather, the tree into
which we are grafted through baptism, the true vine that nourishes us with its fruit in
the cup we share. It may not appear all that impressive, but while nobody’s looking it
grows with a power beyond our understanding.

the fourth Sunday after Pentecost ♦ June 20
Now is the acceptable time; now is the day of salvation! Now we are in the storm, the
boat almost swamped; but Jesus is here now, and when we call him, he will calm the
storm. Even the wind and waves listen to him as they would to their creator. We also
listen to him and are called to believe in the power of God’s word in him, a power
greater than all that we fear.

the fifth Sunday after Pentecost ♦ June 27
A woman finds healing by touching Jesus’ cloak, and a girl is restored to life when he
takes her by the hand. In both cases a boundary is crossed: in Jesus’ time the
hemorrhaging woman was considered ritually unclean, polluting others by her touch,
and anyone who touched a corpse also became unclean. In Mark’s gospel Jesus breaks
down barriers, from his first meal at a tax collector’s house to his last breath on the
cross as the temple curtain is torn in two. We dare to touch Jesus in our “uncleanness”
and to live as a community that defines no one as an outsider.

lectionary readings
for the Sundays of
June
June 6
Genesis 3:8-15
Psalm 130
2 Corinthians 4:13-5:1
Mark 3:20-35
June 13
Ezekiel 17:22-24
Psalm 92:1-4, 12-15
2 Corinthians 5:6-17
Mark 4:26-34
June 20

Job 38:1-11
Psalm 107:1-3, 23-32
2 Corinthians 6:1-13
Mark 4:35-41
June 27
Lamentations 3:22-33
Psalm 30
2 Corinthians 8:7-15
Mark 5:21-43

Do you have an upcoming medical procedure?
Call, text, or e-mail Pastor Ryan to schedule a time
of prayer. Pastor Ryan is scheduling pre-procedure
prayers the day before the procedure by telephone
or at the altar the Sunday before the procedure.
Pastoral Acts — May 2021
Baptism for Weston Russell Hunter
May 8

Memorial Service for Laura Youngcourt
May 28

Are you receiving e-mails from the church?
Since the beginning of the pandemic, the pastors, our staff, and
other volunteers have been sending updates, announcements,
and opportunities to the congregation by email. We have discovered that sometimes these mass emails end up in folks’ junk
mail folders! Some people have realized that they haven’t
signed up for the church’s emails. If you would like to do so,
please contact our office manager, Crystal, by phone or e-mail.
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Preschool News
Preschool wraps up its 2020-21 school year on June 3 & 4. The classes will celebrate the
end of the year with ice cream parties and graduation ceremonies for the Fours and PreK
classes. Thank you to the church for supporting our reopening, to the families for
entrusting us with their children and to the teachers for going above and beyond during the
pandemic.
Atonement Christian Preschool is hosting five weeks of summer camps. All are welcome
and we have space available most weeks. Check out the Summer Program tab on our
website for more info. This year’s camps include Naturalist Camp June 14-18, Summer Fun Camp June 28-July 2,
Explorer Camp July 12-16, Fairytales Camp July 26-30, Kindergarten Kickstart August 9-13, and Preschool
Storytime Camp August 9-13. Contact Mrs. Dauber (jdauber@atonementwyo.org) to register.
Registration for 2021-22 is going well. We have 111 students enrolled in 139 spaces. We have availability in our
three-year-old and four-year-old classes as well as our afternoon Naturalist and Stay n Play classes. All registration
information is on our website including a virtual tour and video glimpses into our classes in action. Please spread the
word about our wonderful early childhood education program!

In May, the preschoolers participated in our Coins for Kids service project to support
St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital. The kids excitedly brought in baggies of coins
and had fun putting them into our collection cans. After counting and wrapping the
coins, Mrs. Dauber reported we raised $815 for the hospital. The donation will be sent
in honor of preschool alum Charlotte Roland who received cancer treatment at St. Jude
this year.

Atonement Preschool Alum Charlotte at St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital
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Sunday School News
What event helps unite people from different areas in
the summer? What event helps us to see remarkable
stories of Purpose, Hardship, Perseverance, Friendship
and Focus to keep the Eyes on the Prize? If you said the
Summer Olympics, you are correct! If you also said,
Atonement’s Vacation Bible School, you also would
be correct!
Join your friends this summer from August 2 through
August 6, from 9:00 to 11:30 AM each day, as we
gather in person for our annual Vacation Bible School.
Our theme is the Faith Olympics that will be running
concurrently with the International Summer Olympics!
Lace up your sneakers and flex your muscles for a super-fun time with crafts, stories, songs and gym fun.
You do not need to be a member of Atonement, and be
sure to bring your friends! Vacation Bible School is
available for 3-year-olds through 5th grade (completed
this school year).
You can register online here:
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1UVonjOdJi-g1vvhivy-SBuol0PNAP1s9Wmh5OYxNMM/edit

Teens and Adults: We need your HELP! We need
group guides, arts and crafts leaders and helpers, and a
gym game leader and helpers. Please contact Melissa
Hazlett at mhazlett@atonementwyo.org if you can
help, even if it’s only for a few days! Thank you in advance for your time and service to this fun ministry!

Senior Afghans
Afghan distribution for high
school seniors who requested afghans will be June 20 at the 9:45
AM worship service. Mark your
calendars!
Calling all Confirmands!
In the coming weeks, the church office will
be recruiting Confirmands and other young
people to serve as crucifers, acolytes, lectors, ushers, and more during the summer
season of worship. Please consider doing
one job at one service once a month this
summer. Parents, check your e-mail for a
link to the SignUpGenius pages!

Registration for Bear Creek Camp opened in January!
Register your kiddo for camp now so they don’t miss
out! This year’s theme is CONTINUING PROMISE
based on Psalm 110:5. Details and registration available at www.bearcreekcamp.org. Atonement scholarships are available!

Scholarship Recipients
Congratulations to the following Atonement high-school seniors, 2021 recipients
of scholarships sponsored by Atonement
members:
Riley Dauber, a recent graduate of Wyomissing High School, has been awarded
The Jeanne M. Chaney Memorial Book
Award. The $1,000 award is sponsored by
the Chaney family. Riley will attend Washington College in Maryland where she will
major in Communications and Media Studies and minor in both Creative Writing and
Journalism, Editing, and Publishing.
Jennifer Gentry, also a graduate of Wyomissing High School, is the recipient of
the $1,000 Martin Luther Award, which is
provided anonymously by an Atonement
member. Jennifer will study marketing at
the University of Georgia.
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Family Promise
New Shelter Model is Working Well!
The Family Promise Hospitality Network Program has never “stopped” or ceased to operate despite the challenges of
the pandemic or halt to the rotational model, in which families were sheltered in churches a week at a time. They still
serve families through the support and help of community partners like Atonement. They have simply modified their
approach for the overnight piece by focusing on prevention, diversion, and rapid rehousing. In many cases they have
worked closely with partnering agencies to secure housing and shelter as they work with families toward stability.
They have continued to provide case management, budget counseling, basic needs, food donations and more to the
families on their caseload. They have secured substantial grants that help cover rent and security deposits and can
thus rapidly rehouse families that come to them for shelter.
There is still a need for shelter as many of the emergency shelters are at capacity and have reduced bed counts to
observe social distancing. Limited resources exist for intact families and youth. Keeping families together is still
their priority. In addition, the rental/housing market is difficult to navigate rapidly due to a lack of affordable quality
housing.
Family Promise secured funding through a grant and generous donor which allowed them to move forward with the
new Apartment Shelter model, starting on March 1 with two rental properties that will shelter 3-4 families (12-15
people).
Since the families will be in houses, they will have access to a kitchen. When congregations were hosting, meals
were prepared daily for those staying in the church. Volunteers have the choice of preparing meals, getting groceries,
donating grocery card gift cards or a hybrid of any or all 3. Providing gift cards may be easier for the families who
have allergies, do not eat meat, are gluten-free, etc. This also instills self-sufficiency and empowers the
client to oversee something when much of their current situation leads them to feel powerless. Atonement plans to
provide groceries at the beginning of our host time, provide prepared meals on Mondays and Thursdays, and donate
grocery gift cards to cover what we forget!
Atonement is scheduled to help during the weeks of 7/12/21 (Mon-Sun) and 7/19/21 (Mon-Sun). Sign up at
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0e49a9a822a4f94-family21
The families move on to permanent housing as quickly as possible. Two families we helped in April have graduated,
and who knows who will move on or move in by our next host time! The SignUpGenius will be updated with current
family details as the time draws near.

Social Justice Task Force Update:
Everyone is Welcome!
Living into this guiding principle continues to guide our task force. We have spent time at
each of our last few meetings discussing the ELCA's Social Statement on Race, Ethnicity
and Culture, most recently discussing whether our Atonement community looks like and
serves our larger community. How do you define community?
Several members of our team attended all or part of the Northeast Pennsylvania Synod's
conference on Racial Justice - Troubling the Waters. There was a zoom worship service,
and a moving keynote address by Reverend CeCee Mills on the story of the healing at the pool, John 5:1-9, urging
us to reflect on how we are sometimes the one who could help, and sometimes the one in need of healing. We were
also challenged to think about how our congregation supports larger issues of Justice and Apology.
We are planning more educational events and speakers for the summer, and hoping that some or all of those are in
person. Our next meeting will be by zoom, Monday June 8, at 7:00 PM. Please reach out to Karen Wang or Crystal
in the church office if you want the zoom link.
Karen
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Pastoral Care Team Ministry
“There is a time for everything, and a season for every activity under heaven:
a time to be born and a time to die, a time to plant and a time to uproot,
a time to kill and a time to heal, a time to tear down and a time to build,
a time to weep and a time to laugh, a time to mourn and a time to dance.”
Ecclesiastes 3:1-4
As we stand in the opening of the season of pandemic isolation and death and step into a
new season of gathering and birth…can we take a deep breath? Can we give ourselves time
to sink our bare feet into the tenderness of this hallowed ground? Can we pause long enough
to honor the joys and the sorrows, the gains and the losses in our own personal lives? Then, can we hold gently the
unknown tensions of the lives of our brothers and sisters in Christ?
To everything there is a season…It is now the season for opening doors for the ones who grieve. It is now the time to
honor the lives of the ones who have died in our church family and in the community at large. It is not that we haven’t grieved along the way but it is now that we will gather as a church family to see and remember the spaces they
filled when they walked with us. It is now that we will gather alongside one another and tend to the wounds, the
tears, the memories. For it is in the seeing, the hearing, the consoling, the abiding, the praying…and the gathering
that we glean new strength.
For a time such as this…Lord, hear our prayer.

Lawn and Grounds Ministry
God has given each of you some special abilities, be sure to use them to help each other, passing on to others God’s
many kinds of blessing. 1 Peter 4:10
It is hard to believe a year has passed since we started the lawn and garden ministry. We are blessed with eighteen
members to lighten the load and spread out our volunteer time.
The property is vast and we are able to keep up with the mowing, weeding, pruning and planting and maintain a
pleasant and attractive landscape. Our ‘accident” garden near Lundin Hall is thriving – please take a peek – thanks to
a master gardener on the team. We also maintain the property on Lynne Avenue. Plants have been donated by another team member. We are also painting all the railings and metal structures to enhance the beauty of the property. A
very dedicated team member is doing the majority of the work.
Our equipment is in great shape and we are maintaining
it in house by another dedicated member. We are saving
the church money and having fun at the same time.
We have dedicated an area called Heaven’s Gate Garden,
the area behind the iron gate at the bottom of the steps to
the right of the courtyard. If you would like to remember
a family member or friend by donating a plant in their
memory, contact the church and we can accommodate
your request, a bench for reflection will be installed.
Please take a walk or drive around the property to admire
the plants and ground this awesome volunteer team has
accomplished. And we are open for new members of all
ages to our lawn and garden ministry. Hope to have you
on the team!
Respectfully, John Lehr

Heaven’s Gate Garden
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Meaningful
Masterworks

Heather Brown, the librarian at 12th &
Marion Elementary and 16th & Haak
Elementary in Reading, has sent a
picture of the books that she purchased with the money we collected
from the Advent tree this past
Christmas. Heather was thrilled when I gave her the donation check in January - she said that it was almost as
much as she receives annually from the school district for
her entire year’s budget!

For six weeks this spring, the Adult Formation class
explored works of art from across the centuries and
around the world to see the Biblical story in new
ways and to deepen their faith. Topics included
Creation, the Story of Moses, and the Mystery of
Faith: Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will
come again.

We are doing things differently now for the Advent Tree,
and it has worked very well. Instead of bringing books,
we give monetary donations to the librarian that has been
chosen, who then orders the “library bound” books
directly from her sites, records then and puts them out.
We weren’t able to get pictures of the children with them
this year due to the pandemic, but Heather’s enthusiasm
has made up for that.
Thanks again to all of you who contributed to this worthy
cause—to help kids in underserved areas learn to love to
read!!
Sharon Calder

The Parting of the Red Sea — Motty Mendelovitz

The Creation of Adam — Michelangelo

Memorials
Thanksgiving and Memorial Fund
In memory of Rebecca (Becky) Morton
Marian E. Pounder
Abbe and Edmund Pescatore
Mike and Judy Wentzel
Patricia J. Earhart
Jeffrey and Luanne Stauffer
Jan B. Beer

from the Prayer Team:

The spiritual journey is
the unlearning of fear and
the acceptance of love.

In memory of Janis Longlott
Marian E. Pounder
David and Rev. Susan Fox

— Marianne Williamson
8

Volume 21, Issue 6

Atonement In Action

June 2021

Atonement Business Directory
Health Services

Real Estate

Ellen Bryan, Practice Site Manager
Penn State Community Medical Group, All About Children
PSHMG - All About Children is a Pediatric practice founded in 1991 by Dr. Eve Kimball that cares for ALL children
regardless of ability to pay or social circumstance. We have
7 doctors and 5 nurse practitioners and accept all insurances and self-pay. Curbside and Telehealth visits are available
and home visits by special arrangement when possible.
655 Walnut Street, West Reading, PA 19611
Phone: 610-372-9222
Fax:
610-372-0232
www.aacpp.com

Barry Ciabattoni, Realtor, CSP, GRI
Re/Max of Reading
Representing both buyers and sellers in Berks county for 30
years.
1290 Broadcasting Rd., Wyomissing, PA 19610
Cell:
610-698-2623
Office: 610-670-2770 x3242
Website: BarryCsells.com
Sue Colon, Realtor
Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage
975 Berkshire Blvd., Suite 100, Wyomissing, PA 19610
Office: 610-373-9900
Cell:
610-223-2456
sue.colon@cbhomes.com

Stephen Fehnel, MD, Gynecology and Urogynecology
740 Penn Ave, West Reading PA 19611
610-376-3700
Stephenfehnelmd.com

Dave and Mel Mattes
RE/MAX of Reading
We have a team of 4 experienced Realtors and we assist
people to sell and purchase residential real estate in Berks
and surrounding counties.
1290 Broadcasting Rd., Wyomissing, PA 19610
Phone: 610-334-0294
davidmattes@remax.net
www.DaveMattesTeam.com

Legal Services
Jill M. Scheidt, Esquire
Masano Bradley
Concentrations in wills, powers of attorney and living
wills, estate administration and divorce.
1100 Berkshire Boulevard, Suite 201, Wyomissing,
PA 19610
Phone: 610-372-7700
Masanobradley.com
Jscheidt@masanobradley.com

Eva Eisenbrown, Associate Broker/Broker Appraiser
Phone: 610-334-3496
evae3018@gmail.com & evae@kw.com
Bob Wertz, Realtor-Associate Broker
REMAX of Reading
Representing buyers and sellers in Berks for over 36 years.
1290 Broadcasting Rd., Wyomissing, PA 19610
Phone: 610-413-1346
bwertz@goberkscounty.com.

Financial
Ray Melcher, President
Marathon Capital Advisors
Offers business succession services to company owners
who wish to sell their business and to business persons who
wish to buy a business. Also assist business owners and
executives with obtaining business financing. Also serves
as interim, part time, transitional business leadership and
management as CEO, COO, or other executive level role.
4 Park Plaza, Wyomissing. PA 19610
Phone: 610-898-8086 x22

Custom Home Design and Construction
Marc J. Geddio, President
Residential Designs by Geddio
Engineer stamped blueprints for custom homes and additions, since 1992.
Phone: 610-587-7273
MarcJ905@msn.com
CDsbyGeddio.com

HVAC
Raymond Stocker, Vice President
Alltemp Enterprise,Inc.
Alltemp Enterprise, Inc. is a HVAC Contractor. Residential, commercial, and industrial heating and air conditioning. We service any make, sell and install Carrier brand.
5 Front Street Plaza, Mohnton, PA 19540
Phone: 610-796-1233
ray@alltempenterprise.com

Marc and Michelle Geddio,
President and Project Coordinator
Iron Gate Builders Inc.
Custom Home Builder in Berks and surrounding counties,
with more than 25 years experience.
Phone: 610-587-7273
Marc@IronGateBuildersInc.com
Michelle@IronGateBuildersInc.com
IronGateBuildersInc.com
Facebook: Iron Gate Builders Inc.

Do you have a business to list? If you are a member of Atonement in good standing, and a local professional, business proprietor, or an employee of a local business, please send your information to cshirk@atonementwyo.org.
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