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Atonement in Action
Summer Schedule
Traditional Worship
8:30 AM*
Informal Worship
9:45 AM
*no 8:30 worship on July 4

Atonement Celebrates
Independence Day!
Holy Trinity, one God, you show us the splendor of diversity and the beauty of unity
in your own divine life. Make us, who came from many nations with many
languages, a united people that delights in our many different gifts. Defend our
liberties, and give those whom we have entrusted with authority the spirit of
wisdom, that there might be justice and peace in our land. We pray in the name of
Jesus Christ, our sovereign and our Savior. Amen.
Join us for informal worship on July 4, at 9:45 AM (no 8:30 AM worship that Sunday). Come and sing God’s blessing on America, the beautiful, and pray together
for our nation. Then please join us as Atonement walks in the annual Wyomissing
borough Independence Day parade, which begins at 1:00 PM. All are welcome to
walk along with the praise band as we reintroduce ourselves to the community
following the pandemic!

Guiding Principles:
Jesus is Lord.
Everyone is welcome.

Love changes people.
Everyone has something to offer.
The world needs what
we have.
from Reclaiming the “L” Word

God has freed us for the
Journey of Discipleship
with Jesus:

Worship

that leads to

Senior Afghans Recipients
The prayer shawl ministry created afghans and shawls for six of our high school
seniors and one rising college sophomore: Riley Dauber, Sophia Geddio, Jennifer
Gentry, Kate Hafer, Collen Klahr, and (not pictured) Adam Musser and Max Hafer.
The afghans were presented by knitters Pat Bressler, Kathryn Fellman, Marian
Pounder, and MaryLou Hall on behalf of the entire prayer shawl ministry during the
informal worship service on June 20. Thank you to the ladies, and God bless our
graduates as they begin the next exciting chapter of their life’s story!

Formation
that leads to

Fellowship
that leads to

Servanthood.

Once your college bound student is settled at school, please notify the church
office of their new address. We are trying to keep in touch with all of our youth
when they leave home, letting them know that their church home remembers them
and is praying for them.

A t o nem e nt L u t h er a n C h u rc h
5 Wyo mi ssi ng Boul e var d, Wyo mi ssi ng, Pennsyl vani a 19610
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Volume 21, Issue 7

Atonement In Action

July 2021

Council Update
from council member, Bryan Wang
Last winter, when so much of life looked so very bleak, Council spent some time in
discernment. We studied Acts 1 and its account of the “in-between” time for the disciples
— the ten days between Jesus’s Ascension and the Holy Spirit’s arrival on Pentecost
Sunday. We read and discussed Dave Daubert’s Living Lutheran: Renewing Your
Congregation. We prayed for God to help us see our purpose as we waited for vaccinations
and a post-pandemic life.
We received three words: witness, connect, and renew. Three acts to be performed in our Savior’s name. A
provisional “purpose statement” to provide direction. And now, we as a church are living out that purpose to witness,
connect, and renew—with Jesus! We are connecting with one another, refortifying our relationships, congregating
again. We witness God’s goodness in the easing of the pandemic’s burdens and in the beauty and life that surrounds
us, the wonder-filled creation lit by the long summer sun. And we are working to bear witness to that goodness and
to bring new life.
Renewal — the recovery from ruin we have been learning about through the story of Ruth and Naomi — is personal.
God knows each one of us needs that recovery. Our church, so quiet for so long, also needs renewal, a refilling of the
pews, and a reawakening to our Christian call to care for one another, both within and beyond our walls. For the
world needs renewing, too. As Lutherans, we have something to share with our neighbors, something gracious,
something that saves. But connecting with, witnessing to, and helping renew the world will take energy and time,
courage and leadership, support from one another, faith and commitment, and Jesus’s love and saving grace.
Council wants to invite everyone in our community — those “within” the church as well as those “without” — to
join the renewal. And so, when the congregation marches in Wyomissing’s 4th of July parade, we will walk behind a
banner that proclaims Atonement as the community’s church. Afterward, let’s continue to make Atonement a place
where everyone is welcome to worship, commune, and pray; to learn about and help discern our Lutheran principles
and our church’s purpose in God’s mission; to connect and witness and continually offer ourselves in service to
building God’s kingdom, a new and better life for all.

2021 Council and Officers

Financial Report
as of May 31, 2021

Class of 2019

Ann Bastian ♦ Louise Fair ♦ Debbie Gentry ♦ Tim McGuirk

Class of 2020

Patty Lehr ♦ Cara Pepper ♦ Tyler Rankin ♦ Deb Seyler

Class of 2021

George Fulton ♦ Katie Sensenig ♦ Gary Mishler ♦ Bryan Wang
Tim McGuirk, president ♦ Cara Pepper, vice president
Katie Sensenig, treasurer ♦ Deb Seyler, secretary

71,408
75,979

YTD Unrestricted Income
YTD Unrestricted Expenses

$ 419,842
$ 387,203

Capital Campaign Income
Capital Campaign Expenses

$1,073,575
$1,374,742

Please contact Amy Rogers with any questions.

Sunday Attendance in June
1st Sunday in June
2nd Sunday in June
3rd Sunday in June
4th Sunday in June
Total

$
$

Thank you so much, Atonement,
for your incredible generosity!

Council meets regularly on the second Monday of the month at
7:00 PM. In June, Council had their first in-person meeting
since the beginning of the pandemic!.

8:30 AM
57
63
52
74
246

May Unrestricted Income
May Expenses

Do you have an upcoming medical procedure?
Call, text, or e-mail Pastor Ryan to schedule a
time of prayer. Pastor Ryan is scheduling preprocedure prayers the day before the procedure by
telephone or at the altar the Sunday before the
procedure.

9:45 AM
99
102
113
99
413
2
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Sunday worship this July
the seventh Sunday after Pentecost ♦ July 11
When Amos reports his vision of God judging Israel for its mistreatment of the poor, he
becomes a threat to the power of the priests and the king. John the Baptist also speaks
truth to power, and Herod has him killed. In Herod’s fear that Jesus is John returned
from the dead, we may hear hope for the oppressed: all the prophets killed through the
ages are alive in Jesus. We are called to witness to justice in company with them, and to
proclaim God’s saving love.

the eighth Sunday after Pentecost ♦ July 18
Mark’s gospel makes clear how great is the press of the crowd, with its countless needs
to be met, on Jesus and his disciples. Yet in today’s gospel Jesus advises his disciples to
get away and rest, to take care of themselves. Sometimes we think that when others are
in great need we shouldn’t think of ourselves at all; but Jesus also honors the caregivers’ need. We are sent from Christ’s table to care for others and for ourselves.

the ninth Sunday after Pentecost ♦ July 25
Today is the first of five Sundays with gospel readings from John 6, the first four of
which focus on Jesus as bread of life. Today Jesus feeds thousands of people with five
loaves and two fish. What we have, what we bring to Jesus’ table, seems like it is not
nearly enough to meet all the needs we see around us. But it is not the adequacy of our
supplies or our skills that finally makes the difference: it is the power of Jesus working
in the littlest and least to transform this world into the world God desires, a world
where all the hungry are satisfied.

Need Prayer?
The prayer team is a ministry
here at Atonement that will
pray for all requests daily.
You can make your needs
known by calling or emailing the church office
or a member of the pastoral care team. Interested in
joining this ministry and
becoming a pray-er with us?
Contact Dorothy DeLong for
more information. Please
consider being a part of this
important ministry!

from the Prayer Team:

The way you
live your life
is your gift to
those who
come next.
— Anonymous

Highlands Residents, did you know
that you can watch our online
worship services on the Highlands
Channel, #956? Check your
Highlands Happenings to see when
the service will be broadcast.

lectionary readings
for the Sundays of
July
July 11
Amos 7:7-15
Psalm 85:8-13
Ephesians 1:3-14
Mark 6:14-29
July 18
Jeremiah 23:1-6
Psalm 23
Ephesians 2:11-22
Mark 6:30-34, 53-56
July 25
2 Kings 4:42-44
Psalm 145:10-18
Ephesians 3:14-21
John 6:1-21

Gifts of stocks or securities are always
welcome donations. If you plan to give
stock or securities, please notify the office
of the pending donation to Atonement’s
Schwab Account at Weik Investments (the
office will provide account number, etc.),
along with the purpose for which you are
donating it, the name of the stock, its value,
where it is coming from, and who the donor
is. Don’t forget that your offering can be
given by credit card on
our website, by texting to
the number 610-624-8412,
and by scanning the QR
code to the right with your
smart phone.

Are you receiving e-mails from the church?
Since the beginning of the pandemic, the pastors, our staff, and
other volunteers have been sending updates, announcements,
and opportunities to the congregation by email. We have discovered that sometimes these mass emails end up in folks’ junk
mail folders! Some people have realized that they haven’t
signed up for the church’s emails. If you would like to do so,
please contact our office manager, Crystal, by phone or e-mail.
3
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Preschool News
That’s a wrap on the 2020-21 preschool year! We hosted graduation ceremonies in the
church for our Fours and PreK students on June 4. We celebrated our amazing preschool
staff with a luncheon catered by Crave Café and end-of-the year gifts. These women went
above and beyond for the preschool during the challenges of the pandemic. They did it with
patience, flexibility, and grace! This year’s staff included Nancy Brossman, Janine Busack,
Jill Claassen, Jess Clouser, Quinn Doyle, Regina Doyle, Michelle Endy, Moira Fallon,
Debra Hoffman, Jackie Kauffman, Vanessa Levering, Amy Miller, Libby Pflomm, Robin
Searle, Rachel Shirk, Melody Walley and Theresa Williams. Congratulations to them for a
successful year!
We have six summer camps throughout the summer. The
kids will learn about weird sea creatures and houses of
different countries. They will hear fairytales and favorite
preschool stories. They will have summer fun and review
readiness skills. We are excited to have summer camps
back at Atonement!
Fall registration is still open with limited availability in our
Mon/Wed/Fri Threes and Fours morning classes and our
afternoon Naturalist and Stay n Play classes. As of midJune, we have 119 students enrolled in 149 spaces. After
a much-needed summer of rest, we look will look forward
to a new year of renewal within the preschool.
Mrs. Pflomm’s class

Mrs. Fallon’s class

Mrs. Williams’ class

Pastoral Acts — June 2021
On Thursday, June 3, Pastor Ryan had the
honor of participating in the Wyomissing
Area School District’s Baccalaureate
service for graduating seniors. This year’s
service was hosted by Glad Tidings
Church in West Lawn. Here is a picture of
Pastor Ryan with a few of Atonement’s
members of the Class of 2021 (from left
to right): Kristin Proudfoot, Riley Dauber,
and Lydia Botterbusch. Atonement member Pete Beck, who is a teacher at the high
school, helped to coordinate the event.
4
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Register online:
https://atonementwyo.org/connect/e
ducation/childrens-sunday-school

Online readers click here for a video preview of our Faith Olympics:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v
=DI2lHXyjkn4&t=18s

Bethany Lutheran’s Food Pantry
By Sharon Calder

As you all know by this time, Atonement has partnered with Bethany Lutheran’s Food
Pantry, which they have operated for well over 20 years. They usually service between 40
and 60 families in their neighborhood, but the past year has been frustrating to say the
least. Because of the pandemic, no “shopper” has actually been allowed in the basement
pantry itself because of close proximity to volunteers and other shoppers. Instead, we volunteers had to get together a “basket” of food items, many of which came from Helping
Harvest. We bagged frozen meat, bread and other baked goods and non-perishables such as
canned fruit and vegetables, pasta, soup, cereal, canned meat, and boxed ready-to-make
cookies and cakes for each family — without any input from them as to what they wanted or needed. Needless to
say, our numbers dropped well below the norm for the pantry at times, since many people were not getting what they
would typically use. But we carried on, and now we are almost back to normal.
Last week was the first time in fifteen months that we had our shoppers back in the pantry. Each had a “personalized
shopper” volunteer with them to take the produce off the shelves that they wanted and place it all in bags for them to
carry out. We were busy non-stop from when the pantry opened at 9:30 AM on Wednesday to almost
noon. Everyone was much happier with the donation that they received, some even shopping for one or two other
members of their families.
The pantry is the recipient of the goods in the shopping cart that you all contribute to that has its permanent place in
our narthex. Bethany is always grateful for that contribution and that of anyone who has time to help. They have a
“drop-off” from Helping Harvest around 9:00 AM on the second Thursday of the month, where we put away the
food, and the pantry is open for business every third Wednesday of the month from 9:30 AM to noon. We all try to
arrive by 9:00 AM that day to help arrange the frozen food on the tables.
If any of you would like to volunteer to come with me on a drop-off or shopping day, please contact me at
szcalder@comcast.net or text me at 610-780-7278.
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Atonement Business Directory
Health Services

Real Estate

Ellen Bryan, Practice Site Manager
Penn State Community Medical Group, All About Children
PSHMG - All About Children is a Pediatric practice founded in 1991 by Dr. Eve Kimball that cares for ALL children
regardless of ability to pay or social circumstance. We have
7 doctors and 5 nurse practitioners and accept all insurances and self-pay. Curbside and Telehealth visits are available
and home visits by special arrangement when possible.
655 Walnut Street, West Reading, PA 19611
Phone: 610-372-9222
Fax:
610-372-0232
www.aacpp.com

Barry Ciabattoni, Realtor, CSP, GRI
Re/Max of Reading
Representing both buyers and sellers in Berks county for 30
years.
1290 Broadcasting Rd., Wyomissing, PA 19610
Cell:
610-698-2623
Office: 610-670-2770 x3242
Website: BarryCsells.com
Sue Colon, Realtor
Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage
975 Berkshire Blvd., Suite 100, Wyomissing, PA 19610
Office: 610-373-9900
Cell:
610-223-2456
sue.colon@cbhomes.com

Stephen Fehnel, MD, Gynecology and Urogynecology
740 Penn Ave, West Reading PA 19611
610-376-3700
Stephenfehnelmd.com

Dave and Mel Mattes
RE/MAX of Reading
We have a team of 4 experienced Realtors and we assist
people to sell and purchase residential real estate in Berks
and surrounding counties.
1290 Broadcasting Rd., Wyomissing, PA 19610
Phone: 610-334-0294
davidmattes@remax.net
www.DaveMattesTeam.com

Legal Services
Jill M. Scheidt, Esquire
Masano Bradley
Concentrations in wills, powers of attorney and living
wills, estate administration and divorce.
1100 Berkshire Boulevard, Suite 201, Wyomissing,
PA 19610
Phone: 610-372-7700
Masanobradley.com
Jscheidt@masanobradley.com

Eva Eisenbrown, Associate Broker/Broker Appraiser
Phone: 610-334-3496
evae3018@gmail.com & evae@kw.com
Bob Wertz, Realtor-Associate Broker
REMAX of Reading
Representing buyers and sellers in Berks for over 36 years.
1290 Broadcasting Rd., Wyomissing, PA 19610
Phone: 610-413-1346
bwertz@goberkscounty.com.

Financial
Ray Melcher, President
Marathon Capital Advisors
Offers business succession services to company owners
who wish to sell their business and to business persons who
wish to buy a business. Also assist business owners and
executives with obtaining business financing. Also serves
as interim, part time, transitional business leadership and
management as CEO, COO, or other executive level role.
4 Park Plaza, Wyomissing. PA 19610
Phone: 610-898-8086 x22

Custom Home Design and Construction
Marc J. Geddio, President
Residential Designs by Geddio
Engineer stamped blueprints for custom homes and additions, since 1992.
Phone: 610-587-7273
MarcJ905@msn.com
CDsbyGeddio.com

HVAC
Raymond Stocker, Vice President
Alltemp Enterprise,Inc.
Alltemp Enterprise, Inc. is a HVAC Contractor. Residential, commercial, and industrial heating and air conditioning. We service any make, sell and install Carrier brand.
5 Front Street Plaza, Mohnton, PA 19540
Phone: 610-796-1233
ray@alltempenterprise.com

Marc and Michelle Geddio,
President and Project Coordinator
Iron Gate Builders Inc.
Custom Home Builder in Berks and surrounding counties,
with more than 25 years experience.
Phone: 610-587-7273
Marc@IronGateBuildersInc.com
Michelle@IronGateBuildersInc.com
IronGateBuildersInc.com
Facebook: Iron Gate Builders Inc.

Do you have a business to list? If you are a member of Atonement in good standing, and a local professional, business proprietor, or an employee of a local business, please send your information to cshirk@atonementwyo.org.
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