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Guiding
Principles:
Jesus is Lord.
Everyone is
welcome.
Love changes
people.
Everyone has
something to
offer.
The world
needs what we
have.
from Reclaiming the
“L” Word

God has freed us
for the Journey of
Discipleship with
Jesus:

Worship

that leads to

Formation
that leads to

Fellowship
that leads to

Servanthood.
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Worship for Sundays in May
the third Sunday of Easter ♦ May 1
Blood Drive Recognition Sunday
8:30 & 10:00 AM ♦ the Rev. Katie Lyon

The disciples make a big splash and eat breakfast with the risen Jesus. Wading in the
water (remembering baptism) and eating with Jesus (celebrating holy communion) is our
weekly encounter with the risen Christ. Jesus asks us again and again: Do you love me?
And Jesus invites us, again and again, to follow him, bringing the Easter life to others.

the fourth Sunday of Easter ♦ May 8
recognition of Melissa Hazlett, Director of Children’s Ministry
8:30 & 10:00 AM
Vicar Melissa Hrdlicka preaching ♦ the Rev. Katie Lyon presiding
The gift of new life, of eternal life, is the gift of the risen Christ. It is the promise
of Jesus. It was true for Dorcas in Joppa. It was true for those “who have come
out of the great ordeal” in the Revelation vision. It is true for us and for all the
baptized: Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and
I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.
the fifth Sunday of Easter ♦ May 15
8:30 & 10:00 AM ♦ the Rev. Lynda Haring
Easter initiates a new day. It anticipates a new heaven and a new earth.
The risen Christ is making all things new. In the mystery of holy baptism God
has made new people of us. Today Jesus invites us to see everyone in a new
light—through the lens of love.
the sixth Sunday of Easter ♦ May 22
8:30 AM ♦ service of word and sacrament
10:00 AM ♦ Preschool Sunday
the Rev. Katie Lyon
Visions abound in the readings for the sixth Sunday of Easter.
Paul has a vision about what to do. John has a vision of what will be.
Jesus provides visions of peace that surpasses human understanding and power
beyond human imagination.
the seventh Sunday of Easter ♦ May 29
presentation of high school senior afghans
10:00 AM ♦ the Rev. Katie Lyon

It is possible to hear in Jesus’ high priestly prayer, a prayer he offered shortly before his
death, the petitions of the ascended Christ for his own throughout history—to our day—
and beyond. Jesus prays for us. In holy baptism we become believers in God, have our
robes washed in the flood of Christ’s forgiveness, and receive the gift of life forever with
all the saints.

Pancake Breakfast—June 5
Atonement Lutheran Church is excited to announce
the 100th year anniversary of the completion of
Lundin Hall.
As a celebration of this milestone we are excited to invite you to a pancake breakfast following a single combined worship service at 10:00.
We look forward to seeing past, present, and future friends and families of Atonement attending this event. The celebration of this landmark will be continued later in the year with a block party. We look
forward to seeing you there!
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lectionary readings for
the Sundays of May
May 1
Acts 9:1-6 [7-20]
Psalm 30
Revelation 5:11-14
John 21:1-19
May 8
Acts 9:36-43
Psalm 23
Revelation 7:9-17
John 10:22-30
May 15
Acts 11:1-18
Psalm 148
Revelation 21:1-6
John 13:31-35
May 22
Acts 16:9-15
Psalm 67
Revelation 21:10, 22-22:5
John 14:23-29
May 29
Acts 16:16-64
Psalm 97
Revelation 22:12-14, 16-17, 20-21
John 17:20-26
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Pastoral Reflection
They say time flies when you’re having fun. And that is definitely the case for me here at
Atonement. 4 months have come and gone in a flash. What a joy to be your Pastor and work
with so many talented people! Here are some of the highlights:
•

Working with Council and Call Committee to process what’s happened in the past and
how to move forward with a search for a new Pastor and a vision for ministry.
•

Ashes to Go outside on Ash Wednesday that brought out preschool teachers and moms,
church members and even a random passerby or two.
•

Lenten Book Study on Sunday mornings after worship and Thursdays at 1pm where we studied Dave Daubert’s
book: Living Lutheran: Renewing Your Congregation. We have the beginnings of a purpose statement and will be
fleshing it out over these coming months. Look for more opportunities to gather with us.
•

Midweek Lenten worship with Common Ground was a great way to renew our partnership. Those who participated were filled with the Spirit and we look forward to planning more joint events!
•

Palm Sunday procession outside - it was cold but great to be outside as a witness in the community.

•

Easter Sunday worship - the pews were filled and the place was alive with the Spirit.

There’s so much more coming that I also look forward to doing with you including:
•

100th anniversary celebration - pancake breakfast on June 5th following 10am worship & block party on
September 10th from 4 to 8pm.
•

New Director of Christian Formation will begin in July to replace Melissa Hazlett and also help with youth and
adult formation along with intergenerational and community events.
•

Vacation Bible School August 1-5.

•

God’s work. Our hands Sunday - September 11th pancake breakfast for first responders following worship.

Together we are learning and growing as well as discovering all that God has blessed us with in and around
Atonement in spite of the transition and underlying grief due to Covid and Pastoral transitions. Please continue to pray
for the staff, Council and Call Committee and look for ways to help us move forward together in Christ.
Peace to you,
Pastor Katie

Pastoral Acts—April, 2022

Need Prayer?

April 3
Installation of Stephen Ministers and Stephen Leaders

The prayer team is a ministry here at Atonement that will
pray for all requests daily. You can make your needs known
by calling or e-mailing the church office or a member of
the pastoral care team.

April 7
Funeral for Marguerite “Margie” Rumpf
April 12
Funeral for Robert Andrus IV

Interested in joining this ministry and becoming a pray-er
with us? Contact Dorothy DeLong for more information.
Please consider being a part of this important ministry!

April 22
Commendation of the Dying for Peggy Reifsnyder

Are you receiving emails from the church?
If you have access to a computer, make sure you are getting our weekly emails with worship information, announcements, links to the weekly prayers, live stream information, and more! We use Mailchimp to send those messages, so
you may have to check your spam folder the first time you are expecting to receive a message. Contact Crystal at
cshirk@atonementwyo.org if you don’t currently receive the emails and would like to be added to the database.
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From the Deacon
This month our confirmation class has begun learning about the Lord’s Prayer. We all know
the familiar words of this prayer’s introduction: “Our Father who art in heaven.” Did you ever
think about how much wisdom and grace is packed into this one short phrase? First, we
address God as our father. We immediately discover that God is a personal God, who wants
an intimate relationship with us as close as a parent is with their child. As a matter of fact,
“father” is not quite accurate as the translation of the Aramaic word “Abba.” The word father
is too formal; a better translation would be “daddy” or “dad” – a word that a small child would
call his loving father.
Then in the same breath we say, “who art in heaven,” and immediately we move from the intimate and personal to the
cosmic. Here is a God who reigns over all of heaven and earth, an all-knowing, all-powerful, always present God of
majesty and mystery. This same God who seeks an intimate relationship with each of us is at the same time the
glorious creator of the universe. It’s almost too much for us humble, sinful mortals to take in. And so, filled with
gratitude and awe, we pray “Our Father who art in heaven” and marvel at God’s eternal love.

2022 Council and Officers
Class of 2020
Patty Lehr ♦ Cara Pepper ♦ Tyler Rankin ♦ Deb Seyler

from the Prayer Team

Class of 2021
George Fulton ♦ Katie Sensenig ♦ Gary Mishler ♦ Bryan Wang

Forgiveness
is central to the
Christian religion

Class of 2022
Tom Endy ♦ Louise Fair ♦ Debbie Gentry ♦ Tim McGuirk
Tim McGuirk, president ♦ Tom Endy, vice president
Katie Sensenig, treasurer ♦ Gary Mishler, secretary

-Father Thomas Keating

Council meets the third Monday of the month—May 16—at 7:00 PM.

From Vicar Melissa
It is hard to believe I have been on internship with Common Ground Recovery Community for
nine months already! My time with Common Ground has been a deep blessing to me and to
my education. I have witnessed the presence of God in the open vulnerable sharing during our
Wednesday worship, in the heartfelt reverent “thank you’s” when serving communion and
meals in downtown Reading, and in our study of the scriptures and 12-steps. Common Ground
truly is a place of radical love and where God’s grace embraces our brokenness.
As part of our Journey Together Through Lent project, I invited our communities to reflect on these three questions:
What does Common Ground mean to you? What does community mean to you? And where do you see God here and
in the world? They then drew on white cotton squares that will be sewn together to make an altar cloth to fit all of our
communion tables which will be present to Atonement May 8th! The responses were profound and beautiful!
There are drawings of stick figures holding hands around the globe, animals peacefully living together, a place of
refuge in the storm and in the desert, flowers, hearts, and crosses. There are phrases like, “Freedom, break the chains”,
“God is love”, “We are better together”, “Never give up hope because there is hope in everything”, and so much more
on these 33 squares!
As these squares are knit together to make one, we are reminded that God weaves all of us together in a tapestry of
love to bring warmth, comfort, grace, and peace to a weary world! May we live out this good news and may it spill
over into thanksgiving! (Colossians 2:2-7)
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A Prayer for Guidance
You are OMNIPOTENT oh Lord, you know all. We love you and praise you.
We are your flock in need of a shepherd; you know who that will be, thank you.
You hear our prayers for that person; may your Holy Spirit touch that person to answer
the call to serve us at Atonement.
Be with us as we go through this process of extending that call.
We pray this with Praise and Thanksgiving.
Amen.

Financial Report

Gifts of stocks or securities

are always welcome donations. If you plan to give stock or securities,
please notify the office of the pending donation to
Atonement’s Schwab Account at Weik Investments
(the office will provide account number, etc.), along
with the purpose for which you are donating it, the
name of the stock, its value, where it
is coming from, and who the donor
is. Don’t forget that your offering
can be given by credit card on our
website, by texting 610-624-8412,
and by scanning the QR code to the
right with your smart phone.

as of March 31, 2022

February Unrestricted Income
February Expenses

$ 86,730
$ 66,990

YTD Unrestricted Income
YTD Unrestricted Expenses

$330,841
$224,699

Mission Investment Fund Loan
$425,318.81
Principal Payments to Date (3/31/2022) $ 95,179.59
Remaining Loan Balance
$330,139.22
Thank you so much, Atonement,
for your incredible generosity!
Please contact Amy Rogers with any questions.

Thrivent Action Team Grants
Thrivent Action Team Grants are ALWAYS welcome to support the ministries at Hope's Table and Cafe Esperanza.
Thrivent members use link below to find out how easy it is to support the community with the Action Team grants for
up to $500 annually:
https://www.thrivent.com/what-we-offer/generosity/thrivent-action-teams.html

Attendance
Sunday Attendance in April
1st Sunday in April
2nd Sunday in April
3rd Sunday in April
4th Sunday in April

8:30AM
51
83
150
66

Total

350

Maundy Thursday Attendance

39

Good Friday Attendance

62

10:00AM
133
151
303
113

Online*
69
73
119
22

700

283

* Online attendance is as of April 24.
Online services are always available to watch the day after they are live
streamed, and remain available for re-watching! Online readers use this
link to go directly to Atonement’s YouTube page, which is also available
at atonementwyo.org:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCg1TXf607Z5yGtNI2d0e_qQ
5

Highlands Residents, did you
know that you can watch our
online worship services on the
Highlands Channel, #956?
Check
your
Highlands
Happenings to see when the
service will be broadcast.
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Preschool News
The preschool enjoyed the spring weather throughout April as the classes learned about Easter,
farm animals, weather, ecology, and flowers. In May, we will focus on our mommies, frogs and
turtles, sea animals in the ocean, and summer fun! The classes will spend time making special
gifts and learning songs for their moms. We will host Mother’s Day Songs & Surprises
Celebrations in Lundin Hall on May 4, 5 & 6. During the week of May 9, we will have our
annual Trike-a-Thon for St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital. We will be collecting
monetary donations and having the children bring in coins for a “Coins for Kids” collection. All
money collected will be donated to St. Jude. On Sunday, May 22, we will hold our first
Preschool Sunday service since 2019. We look forward to our preschool families joining the congregation at the 10:00
service. The preschoolers will sing favorite chapel songs during the short family-friendly service. The preschool year
ends on May 26 and 27 with in-class ice cream parties. We will host graduation in the church for the fours and PreK
classes the morning of May 27. Last but certainly not least the preschool staff, along with the church staff, will
celebrate the end of the school year with a luncheon on May 31 in Lundin Hall. Crave Café will provide lunch.
Registration for 2022-23 is going well! We have 127 students enrolled in 167 spaces. We still have availability in our
Wed morning Together Time class for children 18–30-months-old with a caregiver, our Tues/Thurs toddler and threeyear-old classes, as well as our Wed and Fri afternoon Stay n Play classes. All registration information is on our website. Contact Mrs. Dauber (610-375-8049 or jdauber@atonementwyo.org) with questions and to schedule a tour.
We are hosting six Summer Camps over three weeks this summer! All are welcome and we have plenty of space available. Check out the Summer Program tab on our website for more info.
Here are the camps we are hosting:
June 20-24: Learn Through Play Theatre Camp and Superhero Adventure Camp
July 25-29: Explorer Camp and Medieval Times Camp
August 8-12: Kindergarten Kickstart Camp and Preschool Storytime Camp
The first camps listed for each week are for 4–6-year-olds including those who just finished kindergarten. The second
camps listed each week are for soon to be 3- to 5-year-olds (must be potty trained). Join us for fun this summer!
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Confirmation Class Resumes with new unit:
The Lord’s Prayer
The Lord’s Prayer: we’ve learned how the 10 Commandments teach us how to behave as Christians and the Apostles’
Creed teaches us what we believe as Christians. Now we turn our attention to the Lord’s Prayer to learn about our
relationships: first, our relationship with God, but also our relationships with each other. Four classes remain, all
Sunday mornings, 11:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon—May 1, 8, 15, and 22.

We Serve Together—Saturday, May 14

Our spring service project will be volunteering at Helping Harvest, our area food bank.
1:30 p.m. – meet at Atonement to carpool
2:00-4:00 p.m. – volunteer at Helping Harvest
4:15 p.m. – return to church parking lot
Deadline for registering is Sunday, May 1 in class. Deacon Tom will also need some parents to help with
carpooling and chaperoning—email tyenser@atonemetwyo.org if available to help.

Atonement Bach
Scholarship Winners

Lawn and Grounds
Ministry

Winners of the 2022 Atonement Bach Scholarship will play in our worship
services throughout May and June. This year we awarded six scholarships
to deserving Berks County high school students. Here is the list of the
2022 scholarship recipients:

We are looking for a few volunteers to join
our team to help us with the grounds and
property. If you enjoy working outdoors
and getting a little dirty, we need your help.
We have a good time and great fellowship,
and welcome new team members.

Sophia DeLong, violin, Wilson High School, Grade 12
Brian Gambler, percussion, Homeschooled, Grade 12
Hannah Gelsinger, flute, Conrad Weiser High School, Grade 12
Madison Robb, voice, Oley Valley High School, Grade 12
Francesca Snyder, voice, Fleetwood High School, Grade 11
Nathan Tam, piano, Homeschooled, Grade 12

Our current team of volunteers cut grass,
weedwack and trim, rake leaves, weed,
water, mulch, plant and landscape. And we
are doing some exterior painting. We meet
Right now is a great time to give to the Atonement Bach Scholarship. on Saturday mornings and sometimes FriPlease make checks payable to Atonement Lutheran Church and write days.
“Atonement Bach
Scholarship” in the memo line. Any amount is ac- Any skill level is welcome. Peace be with
cepted. Your continued support will help Atonement and Reading Musical you.
Foundation provide financial help to the highest level of young musical
John
Lehr
at
talent Berks County. Please contact Tom Yenser if you have questions or Contact
johnt.lehr@gmail.com
or
the
Atonement
would like more information.
office at 610-375-3512.
God has given each of you some special abilities, be sure to use them to help each other, passing on to others God’s
many kinds of blessing. 1 Peter 4:10

Usher Notes
Many thanks to Head Usher Mick Bryan for scheduling the ushers for the next few months.
The Usher Schedule for the month of May is:
8:30 am

10:00 am

May 1
May 8
May 15
May 22

Team 2-Kofke
Youth Team 1
Team 3-Lubitz
Team 4-Mehos
Team 5-Eisenbrown
Team 6-Hoch
Team 8-Woerle
Team 9-Bryan
Summer schedule begins—one service at 10:00 am
May 29
Team 10
Ushers, please watch your email for a new schedule for the remainder of the calendar year.
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VBS
Summer
2022
VBS is coming to Atonement the mornings of
August 1-5!
More coming in
announcements and June
newsletter.
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Atonement Business Directory
Health Services

Real Estate

Ellen Bryan, Practice Site Manager
Penn State Community Medical Group, All About Children
PSHMG - All About Children is a Pediatric practice founded in 1991 by Dr. Eve Kimball that cares for ALL children
regardless of ability to pay or social circumstance. We have
7 doctors and 5 nurse practitioners and accept all insurances
and self-pay. Curbside and Telehealth visits are available
and home visits by special arrangement when possible.
655 Walnut Street, West Reading, PA 19611
Phone: 610-372-9222
Fax:
610-372-0232
www.aacpp.com

Barry Ciabattoni, Realtor, CSP, GRI
Re/Max of Reading
Representing both buyers and sellers in Berks county for 30
years.
1290 Broadcasting Rd., Wyomissing, PA 19610
Cell:
610-698-2623
Office: 610-670-2770 x3242
Website: BarryCsells.com
Pat Kofke, CRS, GRI, Hall of Fame
RE/MAX of Reading
Specializing in the purchase and sale of all homes in Berks
County with 35 years of real estate experience.
pat@patkofke.com
Cell: 610-207-5601

Stephen Fehnel, MD, Gynecology and Urogynecology
740 Penn Ave, West Reading PA 19611
610-376-3700
Stephenfehnelmd.com

Sue Colon, Realtor
Coldwell Banker Realty
975 Berkshire Blvd., Suite 100, Wyomissing, PA 19610
Office: 610-373-9900
Cell:
610-223-2456
sue.colon@cbhomes.com

Legal Services
Jill M. Scheidt, Esquire
Masano Bradley
Concentrations in wills, powers of attorney and living wills,
estate administration and divorce.
1100 Berkshire Boulevard, Suite 201, Wyomissing,
PA 19610
Phone: 610-372-7700
Masanobradley.com
Jscheidt@masanobradley.com

Dave and Mel Mattes
RE/MAX of Reading
We have a team of 4 experienced Realtors and we assist
people to sell and purchase residential real estate in Berks
and surrounding counties.
1290 Broadcasting Rd., Wyomissing, PA 19610
Phone: 610-334-0294
davidmattes@remax.net
www.DaveMattesTeam.com

Financial/Insurance
Fred Kofke, principle
Kofke Associates
Business key man insurance, estate planning, disability
insurance with a 43 year history of serving clients in Berks
and beyond.
kofkeassoc@comcast.net
Cell: 610-207-7124

Eva Eisenbrown, Associate Broker/Broker Appraiser
Phone: 610-334-3496
evae3018@gmail.com & evae@kw.com
Bob Wertz, Realtor-Associate Broker
REMAX of Reading
Representing buyers and sellers in Berks for over 36 years.
1290 Broadcasting Rd., Wyomissing, PA 19610
Phone: 610-413-1346
bwertz@goberkscounty.com.

Ray Melcher, President
Marathon Capital Advisors
Offers business succession services to company owners who
wish to sell their business and to business persons who wish
to buy a business. Also assist business owners and executives with obtaining business financing. Also serves as interim, part time, transitional business leadership and management as CEO, COO, or other executive level role.
4 Park Plaza, Wyomissing. PA 19610
Phone: 610-898-8086 x22

Custom Home Design and Construction
Marc J. Geddio, President
Residential Designs by Geddio
Engineer stamped blueprints for custom homes and
additions, since 1992.
Phone: 610-587-7273
MarcJ905@msn.com
CDsbyGeddio.com
Marc and Michelle Geddio,
President and Project Coordinator
Iron Gate Builders Inc.
Custom Home Builder in Berks and surrounding counties,
with more than 25 years experience.
Phone: 610-587-7273
Marc@IronGateBuildersInc.com
Michelle@IronGateBuildersInc.com
IronGateBuildersInc.com
Facebook: Iron Gate Builders Inc.

HVAC
Raymond Stocker, Vice President
Alltemp Enterprise,Inc.
Alltemp Enterprise, Inc. is a HVAC Contractor. Residential,
commercial, and industrial heating and air conditioning. We
service any make, sell and install Carrier brand.
5 Front Street Plaza, Mohnton, PA 19540
Phone: 610-796-1233
ray@alltempenterprise.com
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